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INTRODUCTION

Article-25 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
proclaimed by the UNO on 10
December,: 1948 concerns the
basic needs of human beings as
“Everyone has the right to a
standard of living adequate for
the health and well being of
himself and of his family
including food, clothing,
medical care and necessary
social service, and the right to
security in the event of
unemployment, sickness,
disability, old age or other lack
of livelihood in circumstances
beyond his control”. The right
to ‘'Food for All" comes first,

About 60% of the young
people, representing one fifth
of the total world population,
live 1n Asia.. Most young
people in Asian countries
encounter problems of poverty
and hunger face-to-face
throughout their lives. They
will have to be given the
decisive role in realizing the
challenge of making a world
without hunger, or else we
have to bear the burnt of our
collective failure to face that
challenge.

This year's theme of the World
Food Day is “Youth against
Hunger' focussing attention on
more than one billion young
people of the world about their
contributions and
achievements in order to beat
the Hunger.

World population and

the Poor

World population, at the door-
step of the 21st century' is
estimated to be around 6000
million. Only 50 years ago, it
was about 2500 million. If the
present average population
growth rate of 3 is contained
around 2.1, even then by the
end of the 2lst century, this
small space ship of ours called
“Earth’ shall have to
accommodate a population of
about 7000 millions.

The first cause of hunger and
malnutrition of the present
world population is poverty.
And 'ironically the largest
number of undernourished
people are in Asia.

Feeding this vast population is
a big challenge. Who is bold
enough to meet this challenge?
Undoubtedly they are our sons
and grandsons - the youths of
the future,

Bangladesh Case

With 950 people per k.m,
Bangladesh is one of the most
densely populated countries of
the world. Today's population
of 127 million will be around
133 million by 2002. Of this
ever increasing population
more than 40% are the youth.
To feed this population, the
country needs to produce 25
million tons of foodgrains -
another- challenge for the
young people of the country.

Agriculture is still the biggest
employment sector of the
country earning 31.5% of the
GDP and employing 51% of
the population in the crop
sector alone (BBS Labour
Force Survey 1996).
Agnculture next to kneatwares
15 the second biggest sector of
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M. Enamul Hoque
Director General, Deptt. of Agricultural Extension

export earnings. Although the
country is near to achieve self-

ssufficiency in food production,

the country is still in the
vicious circle of poverty. The
absolute number of chronically
undernourished people are
about 52%. |

Bangladesh is a miracle of
Human survival. Though the
resource base of the country is
not very strong, it can boast of

abroad. The country recorded a
bumper producition of food
grains and a possible food
crisis was avertecl.

FAO has recognised this
success of the country by
awarding the presitigious Ceres
Gold Medal to the Honourable
Prime Minister of° Bangladesh,

Sheikh Hasina. FAO
recognition is also an
inspiration for the whole

. something for
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a courageous and resilient
human resource and this
human resource along with
“Planned use of ever
diminishing land and water
resources, it is possible for
Bangladesh, to increase more
and more of its agricultural
production”, as observed Dr.
M.S. Swaminathan, an eminent
agricultural scientist of this
sub-continent, is now a reality.

nation, specially for youths ol
the country.

The challenge of the

21st century.

Young people of the: age group
of 15-30 years; face manifold
problems in Bangladesh like
all other developing and
developed countries of the
world - unemployment being
number one. A recent survey

indicates that about 16.77% or
about 21 million people of the
country of which 40% are the
youths, have no jobs.

Joblessness is the miajor cause
of massive migration of rural
youth - literate or illiterate, to
urban areas. They are often

Bangladesh - ‘on the

march of development’.

The Policy, decision and action
of the present Government to
face a possible food crisis after
the 1998 devastating flood,
have been applauded home and

K. G. Pillai
FAQ Representative a.i.
in Bangladesh

Message

The Government of Bangladesh is celebrating the “World Food Day -
1999" focussing attention on what the youth in Bangladesh between
the age group of 15 and 24 are doing to defeat hunger....and on how
much more they could do, if their countributions and potential were
fully recognised and supported.

Today's youth represent almost one fifth of the total global pogiulation.
In Bangladesh, the youth constitute approximately 17.44 percent of
the total population. Being a predominantly agrarian economy, a major
share of the rural youth are engaged in on-farm business: often as
disguised labour and as such their output is much less than their
potential. There is a strong need to recognize and suppart their
intrinsic potential in a comprehensive way, so as to make them a real
productive force, in order to reduce the number of hungry -and
malnourished people in Bangladesh and in the world by 50 percent, by
the year 2015.

The key to defeating hunger may well lie in concentrating not so much
on what should be done for youth, as on what can be done by youth,
if barriers are removed and opportunities are expanded. With heads
full of dreams and hearts full of hope, youth can play a decisive role in
making “Food For All" a reality in the century that is about to dawn.
This years’ World Food Day theme “Youth Against Hunger”, | hope will
usher in a new ray of hope in the coming millenium.

I'wish all success of the “World Food Day’”.

Dhaka,

blamed for many social,
economic, environmental and
political problems. But such
problems cannot be expected
to be solved by laws unless and
until young people do
themselves
rather than doing something
for young people.

Ever since the declaration of
1985 as the International Year
of the Youths, FAO has been
maintaining focus on youth
programmes, In consistence
with such programmes; the
United Nations adopted World
Programme of Action for
youth of the year 2000 and
beyond. Some of the key areas
includes;
e Enhancing educational and
cultural services to young

people.

~® Providing land grants to

youth and youth
organizations supported by

financial and technical
assistance,
o Developing training

programmes for youth on
Income Generating

Activities (IGA).

¢ Initiating IGA programmes
like tree plantation, poultry
keeping, waste reduction
and recycling for sound
environment,

e Promoting youth
participation in all
development programmes.

Youth Programmes in
Bangladesh

Government attaches priorities
to youth programmes in
Bangladesh. The Ministry of
Youth and Sports through its
network spread all over the

country, has been
implementing dozens of
projects and programmes

solely devoted to youth. Other
GOs and NGOs also pay

special attention to youth
activities.
Key areas of  youth

development should include :
® Access to education and

informations.

e Professional trainings on
Income Generating
Activities.

e Institutional, financial and
technical support for self-
employment.

e Promoting youth
organizations.
e Involving  youth/youth

organizations in different
project activities of GOs

and NGOs, e.g,
environment protection,
family planning, tree

plantation etc,

e Involvement of youth in
GO and NGO promotional
activities for leadership
development among young

people.

Conclusion

Youths are the most active,
sensitive, dynamic and
productive segment of the
population of a country. With
heads full of dreams and hearts
full of hope, youth can play a
decisive role in making a
World free from Hunger,
provided they are given access
to education, resources,
informations, and leadership in
decision making in the coming
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