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Pak Army Shows its Claws

INALLY, the

claws. In a belated move the army chief Gen.
Pervez Musharraf suspended the constitution, dis-
solved the parliament, declared emergency and
appointed himself the supreme leader. In a sense
all this was expected. Once having violated the
established law and taken power the army had
little option but to declare martial law and suspend
the Constitution. We can now expect them to
validate all the illegal actions through some
special ordinance.

It is indeed sad for Pakistan and for democracy
everywhere. As believers in democracy we cannot,
and will not, support army's takeover of the reigns
of gnvernment under any circumstance. Nothing
had happened in Pakistan to necessitate the dis-
missal of the elected
of the constitution.

overnment and suspension
e international community
had already condemned the army for its previous
action. Now the condemnation will be even
sharper. How will the army respond to the interna-
tional pressure will be a matter to carefully watch.
We are gratified to note the anti-coup sentiment
expressed by all the major powers of the world. We
hope that the pressure is maintained to restore
civilian government at the earliest.

However, it is also indeed sad to see the Pakis-
tani opposition elements lending support to the
army just because they hate Nawaz Sharif and his
government. The logic is that the enemy of my
enemy is my friend. As the arm
Muslim League government therefore Benazir
Bhutto, Imran Khan and the rest are jockeying for
the former's favour to get a share of the power
which they would not get through an election. Too
often in the past Pakistani political elements have
lent support to the army for very short sighted and
partisan reasons. Such politics of convenience de-
void of principle and commitment to democracy
has brought the military to power in Pakistan over
and over again to the lalttatrirnem. of normal growth
of democracy.

Now that the army has taken full control of the
country the thing to watch would be the policies it
will follow. There will be the obvious attack on the
politicians and the usual corruption charges
against them. There could even be confiscation of
property etc. That will gain them some initial pop-
ular points. But then what? The main issue is the
revival of the economy for which the army will
need international support which may not be
forthcoming without a clear timetable on restoring
democracy by holding a free and fair election.

Opportunistic Hartal

UR plea for an end to politics of hartal has
failed to register with the BNP-led opposition
alliance, so suggests the call for a country-wide

shutdown on October 21. At a Paltan Maidan rally,

part of the four-party alliance's “Anti-aggression
Day” programme on Monday, the BNP chairperson
and Leader of Opposition in the House Khaleda Zia
licu ped on the familiar tune of 'Indian aggression’
and the demand for resignation of the incumbent
government. We have previously sought to refute

the rationale of frequent hartals on the ground .

that these bring only misery to the people and the
country's fragile economy more than anything
¢lse. Also, we have failed to discern any tangible
benefit in them for the opposition parties. Besides,
the issues they have set forth as rationale for tak-
ing recourse to the last resort of protest appear to
us as mere political rhetoric having no bearing on
public interest. The BNP-led alliance pro-
nouncedly hopped from one issue to the other, be-
traying thereby an unfocussed pattern of actions.
This time around, added to the pronounced vacilla-
tion has been an opportunistic mindset manifest
once again in the very timing of the hartal.

With the shutdown sandwiched between the pub-
lic hﬂlida{) for Durga Puja and a two-day weekend,
in all probability, many would opt for an extended
break from work, leaving the city for a quiet time
on the countryside. A deserted look of the city, in-
duced by this, would certainly lend credence to the
opposition claim of “spontaneous participation of
people”™ in its agitation programme. Apparentiy,
that seems to be the fuur~partﬁ alliance’s design.
Sound strategy it may seem to the leadership; how-
ever, to us, it speaks of self-doubt, if not deception.
The hartals, called and enforced frequently nn
nebulous issues, look set to eat into the goodwill
the BNP has created through peaceful democratic
means of protest like road march and sit-in
demonstration. We would urge the opposition pzr-
ties, especially BNP, to rethink their strategy, in
the hope that this time they would pay heed.

JS Committee Meetings

THE main opposition in the parliament,

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) stay=d
away Irom the meeting of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee Tuesday that discussed and
endorsed the Cabinet decision to hold expert level

talks with India on' a transhipment deal. BNP
lawmakers, however, participated in the
committee meeting on Civil Aviation and

Tourism. The Standing Committee on Commerce
Ministry has only BNP members among the
opposition political parties in Parliament so that
big responsibility devolved upon it to air its views
on the subject. Given their strong reservation on
the issue they could go on record with a note of
dissent for the people to know. A BNP member
claimed that even if they had I_}uined the meeting
and discussed the issue, 'the ruling party would not
have listened to their opinion and taken a decision
in their favour." Though the BNP has been
boycotting the sessions of Parliament on and off,
yet their members are making it a point to attend
the Parliamentary Standing Committee meetings
on various government ministries. There too the
decisions do not always reflect their opinions, yet
they have been attending committee meetings
anyway.

Home Minister Mohammad Nasim failed to
show up at the Standing Committee meeting on his
ministry at the Sangsad Bhaban the other day. The
opposition members attending the meeting were
naturally disappointed and questioned the effec-
tiveness of a committee meeting with the minister
concerned bEIEF not available to answer their
queries. We would implore the ministers concerned
to make it a point to attend the Standing Commit-
tee meetings without fail. The point we would like
to make here is that opposition parties, especially
the BNP, must remember that the Parliament be-
longs to the people, and not to the government or
the ruling party. So how the latter behaves should
not determine Opposition decision to participate

in the Standing Committee deliberations or Par-
liament sessions.

army in Pakistan has shown its-

has toppled the |

EW days back, I went to
Modhupur, Tangail. The
purpose of my visit was to
have a first-hand impression
about the newly launched
"Village Computer and Internet
Programme” organized by the
Grameen Bank (GB). En pas-
sant, one needs to recall that GB
had already initiated Village
Pay Phone Services (VPP)
spread over about 700 vil-
lages in Bangladesh. The most
successful GB member of a vil-
lage is given a cellular mobile
hone at a cost of Tk. 18,000 to
repaid in three years. The
owners, in return, an weekly
installment @ k. 160-
200/week and earn a net in-
come of Tk. 300/ week from
selling phone services. How-
ever, an evaluation on that
roject was done by the Centre
H:ur Development search of
the University of Bonn (by A.
Bayes, J. von Braun and R.
Aknter). The positive impacts
of VPPs in poverty reduction
and rural development were
spelled out in that report.

It's a gallant initiative by GB
that includes computers and in-
ternets. Mentionably. the pro-
gramme is at its very infanc
and, reportedly, was kicked o
from July 1999. | was told that
the main objectives of setting
up of such a centre are, inter
aﬁ , to acquaint rural popula-
tion with the latest technolo-
gies; to create efficient human
resources through imparting
computer training; to help
quicﬁ correspondence through
e-mails etc. GB expects that at
the end of the long tunnel — that
seemingly is covered with
clouds of smoke — the popula-
tion of that area could be gifted
with a developed human re-
source base, quick communica-
tion both within and outside
the country and overall eco-
nomic growth and develop-
ment. '

It would, perhaps, be unfair
to reach any conclusions on the
outcome of Lhe events taking
place there facing the shortage

N early August when the
Iseparatist rebels in the

mountainous Republic of
Daghestan of Russia's Northern
Caucasus region seized vast
chunk of territories and
declared an independent
Islamic Republic of Daghestan
it was only the latest phase of a
long drawn out conflict between
Russia and an incalcitrant
Chechen people under Russia’s
central rule. The Russian
commenced their incursion
into the North Caucasian
republic of barely one million
people at the end of eighteenth
century. Almost by about the
same period a Suli branch of
Sunni Islam was brought to the
regiofni "rehdering a clash

. between the two forces — the

Russian imperialism and Islam
— inevitable. This portended a
period of long war between the
Muslim Chechens and the
Russian — whether they were
the Tzarists or the
Communists. The Chechens led
two rebellions against the
Russians in the 18th and 19th
century. Both were, however,
suppressed by overwhelming
superiors Russian forces.
Sheikh Mansoor, a
Nagshbandyi saint of

Chechnya led an uprising
against Russian sway that
North

stretched f[rom

" A Gallant Initiative

Bangladesh needs to catch the train wa

iting at the station to take her to 21st century. In the course

of the journey, ICT (information communication technology) should constitute her bag and

baggage. In the meantime, half of the job had already been done by way of putting computers
and e-mails at village level. The other half of the deed still amounts to a

dream: fair price to farmers through ICT.

of facilities. Because, as I said
before, the project has just be-

n. But like others, | also be-
ieve that the next millennium
is going to be dominated by In-
formation Communication
Technology (ICT) and
Bangladesh should shrug off
anti-technology attitude, if
there is any. And to this effect,

" of course, the question that has

long been looming large is
whether the advent of these
technologies would help the
economy at large and the poor
in particular to lift them out of
“vicious circle of poverty™ syn-
drome.

Why then Modhupur first? It
is possibly because the area is a
major grower of pineapple. ba-
nana and some other agricul-
tural crops. Much above the sea
level as it is, the region is said
to be one of the richest in terms
of soil fertility, forest resources
and communication network.
The initiative was further ig-
nited by the pervasive presence
of middlemen in that area who.
allegedly, rob farmers of a sub-
stantial premium by taking ad-
vantage of the information gap
about market prices. Report-
edly. the major suppliers of
Fincapple and banana tend to
ace tremendous price fluctua-
tions throughout the season.

On the spot, we found that
few trainees were getting com-

uter training on some basics

e.g. Microsoft Word, Excel).
They are provided with 40 lec-
tures — approximately span-
ning over two months — and
charged Tk. 2,550 for the whole
course. Some of them are un-
employed youths, some are stu-
dents and a few are already in
jobs. The trainees strongly feel
that there is a growing market
for computer trainees and the

facility in the vicinity of their
houses only helped easy access
to it. More importantly, GB of-
ficials informed me that th
would af)peal to nearby schools
and college authorities to use
the centre as computer labora-
tory. Students would be pro-
vided training here and that
would save institutions from
having computers in each place.
In other words, nearby village
academic institutions and their
students could have access to
these facilities.

My interest mostly lay in the
use of e-mail. Whereto and who

roker chinta korbenna...eti X*
God bless you. I hope you are
well. Father, we got your money
in due time. The works in the
house is on. To day. we shall fix
tins in the house... After getting
salary, send money quickly.
Because more money is needed
now...Do not worry fa-
ther...yours X).

I met Pervin Akhter (30) who
came to send e-mail to her hus-
band working in Kuwait in the
UN peace force. She informed
me that since the availability of
e-mail facility in Modhupur,

do use e-mails and for what
purposes? | lived with the im-
pression that Bangla Font could
possibly help in sending mes-
sages inside Bangladesh. What
about sending messages out-
side? Do the senders know how
to write a letter in English? I
was told that what the senders
in fact do is to use English al-
phabet to write Bengali. For ex-
ample, please see below a letter
from a daughter “X" to her fa-
ther "Y™ working in a Gulf state:

“Dear father,

Assalamu Alaikum. Asa
kari bhalo asen. Abba apner
taka amra jatha samaye

ayasi. Basar kaj cholse. Tin
agaonor kaj ajke shes
hobe...Beton paya taka taratari
E_ﬂlhla diben. Karon akhon
oob taka lagse.....Apni kono

she has been sending 3-4 e-
mails each month. Earlier, she
used to talk on telephone once a
month. GB charges Tk, 15 for a
one page outgoing e-mail and
Tk. 8 for an incoming one. It
costs Pervin Akhter Tk. 15 plus
Tk. 10 lor rickshaw tare. The
same message by phone would
have cost her at least 15-20
minutes duration Tk. 1200-
1600 (Tk. 80 per minute). Fur-
ther, she told me that through e-
mail she can say a lot of things
which would be very expensive
by phones. By and large, accord-
ing to Pervin Akhter, this latest
technology helped her (a) reap
home a huge consumer surplus;
(b) substantially quicken the
pace and frequency of corre-
spondence and (c) make her
relatively tension-free than

—

before. The same sentiment was
echoed by three other customers
whose relatives are studying or
working abroad. The e-mail
service is also used by local cor-
respondents of English dailies.
On average, 25-30 e-mails are
sent from the centre each
month. However, the “fragile”
telecommunication facility,
more often than not, disturbs
the exchange — an allegation
made by the buyers and the sell-
ers.

Do the farmers of Modhupur
benefit from this? Not yet, |
suppose. In the short run. it
seems to be only the middle and
lower middle class population
(with certain level ufp ecFucaUnn}
who would take advanta%e of
the e-mail and computer facil-
ity. This is of course a no less an
achievement that Modhupur
can be reached from Gulf States
or some other countries in sec-
onds and vice versa. When |
asked some of the users whether
a rise in the cost of e-mails
would discourage them from
availing such opportunity, they
categorically stated that even
paying Tk. 100 for one page
would not discourage them.
They seem to consider the cost
vis a vis telephones.

I met some pineapple and
banana growers. The tales of
exploitation by middlemen and
the wide fluctuation in the
prices of the produce dominated
the discussion. I felt that, at
that those farmers had lit-
tle to gain from the technology
although some of them in-
formed that they would send
their children to learn com-
puter. GB officials told me that
very soon (in November) they
would hold a conference at
Modhupur to widely introduce
Lhe benefits of these technolo-

Russia's Longest War in the Caucasus

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

Giben the region's geostrategic importance,
and the influence of local warlords and the
and international intrigue.

the oil-resources in Chechnya, the oil pipe line routes
mafia the region makes for a heady mix of instability
This can once again threaten the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of Russian Federation.

Daghestan to the Kuban. It
lasted from 1779 to 1785 when
he annihilated a Russian Army

- but was defeated and killed:

eventually. Imam Shamli led a
second revolt that raged for
twenty-five years from 1834 to
1859 before it was also crushed
by superior imperial forces of
Russia. But the failures of these
rebellions could not fully sub-
_ﬁlugatt the "Chechens. The

ssians however left loose the
reigns of terror from time to

time to pacify the rebels.
During the early part of
nineteenth century General

Aleksei Yermolov of Russia in-
troduced for the Chechens a
punitive system which con-
sisted of building forts, forcing
the native Chechens out of the
line of communications, set-
tling loyal Cossacks in their
place and then resettling the
Chechens in easily controllable

areas. The Russians often
starved the Chechen reﬁe]s into

submission by destroying

standing crops just before the
harvest. As a result of this and
myriad other persecutions
thousands of North Caucasian
Muslims fled to Ottoman em-
glre and by 1869 an estimated

9,000 Chechens escaped to
Turkey.

The repression of the
Chechens had been even more
harsh during the Soviet period.
A major rebellion shook
Chechnya during 1921-22
which was brutally crushed by
the Soviet forces. Nevertheless,
the Soviet authority gave them
a measure of autonomy by cre-
ating an autonomous Chechen-
Ingush republic in 1936. But
soon afterwards the Chechens
were deported from their native
land for alleged collaboration

with the invading German
armies and banished to Central
Asia., The Chechen-Ingush re-

public was also abolished. The
deportation could have been
retaliation to another Chechen
uprising in 1940 sparked by

Stalin's purges.

Only in the late fifties the
Chechens returned to their land
as their autonomous republic
was restored after a series of
heated debates in the highest
echelons of the Communist
party. But Chechnya they left
was no more the same. It was
already settled with the Russian
who Now [monao
and the republic's oil industry
and also controlled the gov-
ernment's plum jobs. After
decades the Chechens returned
to a hostile reception in their
own land and their cohabita-
tion with the Russians was far
from easy. And an intermittent
clash between the ethnic groups
continued to rage.

After the collapse of August
putsch in the fall of 1991 the
Chechen declared their inde-
pendence. But neither the USSR
nor its successor, the Russian
Federation, recognised
Chechnya's independence. In
December, 1994 after three

lised the cities.

address.
A blow to Pakistan

Sir, The recent coup by the
Army in Pakistan was a fatal
blow to Pakistan's claim of be-
ing a '‘'modern democratic
I[slamic state’. Once more, a
democratically elected govern-
ment has been removed from
office to assuage the injured
pride of a group of officers, For
nearly half its history,
Pakistan has been ruled by the
Army and this coup will surely
open the eyes of those who

thought this was a thing of the
past.

General Parvez Musharaff
was reputed to be a completely
professional and non-political
soldier. If so, he has committed
the gravest of all military
crimes, namely, to flatly dis-
obey the orders from a Tegiti-
mate authority. It is inconceiv-
able that a professional soldier
would act like that just to pre-
vent himself from being retired
six months ahead of schedule,

Democracy has once again
been dealt a crippling blow in
Pakistan. The situation now is
akin to anarchif, where demo-
cratic principles have been
thrown overboard. All eyes are
once more on Pakistan, and

once more, for the wrong rea-
sSons.

Masud Sohail
Dhaka.

"BNP behind bomb
planting

incidents?"

Sir, The statement — "BNP
behind bomb planting inci-
dents" — made by the Prime
Minister, published in the DS
on 11 Oct '99 stunned us. The
PM %av: this statement after a
bomb blast in a mosque in

Khulna and another found in

the Kadiani mosque at
Bakshibazar, Dhaka. I think,
the statement of the PM is not
only unprecedented, but also
wrongly said. When the
investigations are on, such

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

statement from the PM will
obviously influence the in-
vestigating authorities.

e condemn the heinous act
of planting bombs in mosques
ang demand fair investigation
and trial of those who are really
behind the incident. Blaming
the opposition without any evi-
dence will bring no good to any-
one.

A Citizen
Dhaka

Tough time ahead

Sir. The recovery of bombing
devices from inside mosque
complexes might be a political
diversionary movement, but
aimed against whom? Those
who are involved have to be un-
earthed. It has not yet been es-
tablished that whether it is the
beginning of sectarian fighting
amongst the Muslim communi-
ties, as in Pakistan. Whoever
these terrorists are, they might
be finding it safer to operate
from bases located inside
mosques — to allay suspicion.
Connections with the Prime
Minister's recent visit to the
Khulna Shipyard have also
been , as reported.

It appears that it is going to
be a hot winter for political ac-
tivities,

Pro bono publico
Dhaka.

Right to declare

Sir, As a Muslim, I believe
we have got no right to declare
who is a Muslim and who is
not. Whether the Kadianis are
Muslims or not would be de-
cided only by almighty Allah.

As long as one believes in the
five pillars of Islam and fol-
lows the ideals of Allah and
the beloved Prophet (SM), he is
a Muslim.

So the debate over the Ka-
dianis whether they are Mus-
lims or not should be
right now. Like all other citi-
zens of the country, the Kadia-

nis have also got the right to
observe their religious rights
without any interference.

Igbal Ahmed
Dhaka 1000

Power tariff

Sir, It refers to the news item
published in the DS of 12th Oc-
tober, '99 on 'power tariff.

To our utter dismay we have
been observing that the author-
ities generally never issue any
press release %ivlng details of
tariff changes. 1 believe that in
a democracy, transparency is
expected in all matters. Then
why are the authorities shy in
this respect? Do they not feel
that it is their responsibility to
brief the tax-payers formally
on such changes?

Let the authorities kindly
take note of it and keep us
posted so that we can adhere to
instructions duly and without
any doubt.

Mian
Uttara, Dhaka.

Can't get through

Sir, Telephone is one of the
finest means of communica-
tions. We can communicate
with anyone at home and
abroad at any time with the
help of telephone. Advantage
has increased more after the
digital system has been intro-
duced. But here in Sirajganj, we
cannot get through any connec-
tion in a“l}z thana of Sirajgonj
district. en will this problem
be solved?

Nargis Parvin
Maasumpur, Sirajganj. :

Unsporting

Sir, It was disappointing to
note that even national celebra-
tions such as the public recep-
tion accorded to the Bangladesh
football team, the new South
Asian champions. presented a
splintered front, from the polit-
ical angel, in that the prevail-
ing political environment did
not encourage the main opposi-
tion party to join in a joint cel-
ebration from a single plat-
form. There were other events
in the past when the opposition
accorded separate receptions
under similar occasions. How
long are we going to have sepa-
i."ﬂ.ftl.E? -mancha (platform) in daily
ife

- constantly engag

The political parties com-
bined in 1990 to topple the then
autocratic regime and ushered
in the fresh air of democracy.
But today the democratic prac-
tices are divided, splintered and
full of hate campaigns; so much
so that the parliament has also
become lame. We can strike a
hartal, but cannot strike an ac-
cord!

What is there to admire in
such national leadership? It is
a matter of shame, and surely
no citizen is proud of the l};pe of
democracy and political free-
dom we are lpractising today.
The political opponents are
in bickering
and are unwittingly encourag-
ing fragmentation. The sacred
institutions have been politi-
cised. We even cannot present a
united front to the outside
world, How the people under
such divided leadership at the
top can present a united front in
national interest on national
occasions? The top leadership
may ponder deeply about the
demoralising effect on the soci-
ety of this negative approach
and outlook at the very top. Af-
ter decades of struggle, is this
where we stand today?

AZ
Dhaka

Traffic and signal
system

Sir, This is an old story
public sufferings and humilia-
tion. If anyone ever had the ex-

rience to travel to Kaliganj
Manikganij) or to BSCIC indus-
trial estate, Tongi, (the biggest
and oldest in the country)
he/she would come across a
railway level crossing short of

BSCIC estate approach and be- .

fore a left turn to Kaliganj.

This level crossing has
earned the rare reputation of
being the most notoriously
managed one. On 26/9/99, the
gates came down at 5.30PM and
were opened after 40 minutes
only adding to the untold in-
convenience of passengers, pa-
tients. old and young people.
Only two trains had passed
through that crossing during
that period. The question that
arises now is: what sort of traf-
fic and signal system manage-
ment do we have that forces us
to endure such sufferings?

Abdur Razzak

Dhaka

==
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ears of indecision Boris

eltsin ordered the Russian
Armed forces to move against
the rebel Chechen state, After
the fighting broke out, the con-
linuing poor-performance ol
post Soviet Russian troops and
their brutal treatment of
Chechen civilians only in-
creased the Chechen resistance
evoking the memories of two
hundred years of Russian re-
pression. However the Russians’
Caucasian war of 1994-95 was
ultimately followed by an
agreement that gave Chechnya
greater autonomy but not inde-
pendence which was the
Chechen goal.

The separatist fire that was
ignited in Chechnya has now
spread to neighbouring
Daghestan. Interestingly, the
separatists of Daghestan are
also led by the Chechen rebels
from their territories. Moscow
has reacted to this rebellion by
sending in Russian forces to
bomb them in the mountains of
Daghestan and in areas of
Chechnya which are believed to
be the hideouts of the sepa-
ratists. The mounting casual-
ties have set off streams of
refugees from the strife torn vil-
lages of Chechnya and
Daghestan. Now given the na-
ture for the territories, the
rebels’ determinations, the eth-
nic and communal divide and
the prospects of support from
Islamic mercenaries, a large
scale war is a distinct possibil-
ity.

1V’l‘hur: Daghestan problem is

gies. In the long run. the farm-
ers of that area would benefit.
How? GB would produce — as |
am told — a web page regarding
the produces and prices of agri-
culture at Modhupur. That
would be circulated among the
wholesalers in key points
around Dhaka. The web page
would also contain prices pre-
vailing in other places to be cir-
culated to farmers of Modhupur.
it is hoped that in the long run
email and internet facilities
could eventually help farmers —
many of whom are small and
marginal — with better
information and bargaining
power. If e-mail and internet
could substitute the middlemen.
a part of the loss would. possi-
bly, pour back into the kets
of the tiny farmers to help thm
increase food security and re-
duce povertr.

Such relishes of GB mijht
appear rosy at least for the time
being. But it's true Banglade sh
needs to catch the train waiting
at the station to take her to 21
century. In the course of the
journey, ICT should constitute

er bag and baggage. In the
meantime, half of the job had
already been done by way of
putting computers and e-mails
at village: level. The other half
of the deed still amounts tc a
dream: lair price to farmers
thmugh ICT. Given proper suip-
port froin the government in
terms of inter-connectivity and
given that we areggommitted to
a future \n the 21  century, the
dream could easily materialize.
Let us try to make hi-techs (ICT)
easily accessible to the disad-
vantaged through pursuance of
P atic policies that support
such ventures, not seize them.

I left Modhupur with some
satisfaction. But a major ques-
tion chased me all through the
_i;:urney : why not we put our

ands together to make such
dreams successful? It would not
be building a castle in the air
rather building bases to face
crises confronting us in the
next century.

complex for Russia because it
brings in the issue of Chechnya
where the rebels' ideology is
based on Islam and an ultra
chauvinist nationalism with a
vision of greater Chechen na-
tion —- perhaps in combination
with Daghestan. Although in
1995 agreement Chechnya was
%iw:n a special status the

hechens accepted it only
grudgingly. They will always
try to avail of the opportunity
for full independence. The in-
ternationalisation of the issue
in another worry for the
Russians. The use of SU24
bombers on the Daghestan
rebels have caused civilian ca-
sualties. Some rebels have al-
ready appealed for the UN in-
terverrtion,

But yet another dimension
of the conflict has ominous
prospects for the whole region,
The European Community and
the United States have ex-
pressied concern over the escala-
tion in the levels of violence,
the ethnic conflicts and the vio-
lations of human rights in the
Caurasus. In 1997 the US had
declired the Caucasus and 'area
of interest.’ This coincides with
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization's new doctrine of
interrvention in Key geostrategic
areas citing alleged human
rights violation.

CGiiven the region's geostrate-
gic importance, the oil-re-
sources in Chechnya, the oil
pipe line routes and the influ-
ence of local warlords and the
maiia the region makes for a
heady mix of instability and in-
ternational intrigue. This can
once again threaten the
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Russian Federation.
Russia has to rethink its strat-
egy if it wants to hold on to its
distant possessions and trouble
spots such as Daghestan and
rest of Caucasus.

Art
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Buck for President?

OLLYWOOD is starting to be heard from on the presiden-

tial elections. First Warren 13eatty stuck his foot in the
water. Now rumour has it that Fuci

for the prize, and there is even talk that Cybil

decided to run.

Why the sudden interest by movie stars in our electoral sys-

tem?

This might be the answer. Rock Luck Buck, one of the film
industry's biggest stars, meets with his agent, Fog Murphy, at

the Polo Lounge.

"What have you got for me?" Rock asks.
'l know this is gt::in%l to sound wreird, but the only thi

is open is president of t

"Who else is up for the part?"

"Warren Beatty, Richard Dreyfuss and Charlton Heston. But | I
heard they want you. Rock. | think you should take it because it
will give you tremendous exposuire. You have charisma. and
that is what it takes to play the role."

I can beat Gore, Bradley
ve me a tough time. Besides, what do | have
at Dan Quayle: doesn't?"

‘An Academy Award-winning
when you did a remake of "Grapes of

‘I don't know. I thin
Warren Beatty will
to offer the people

forgotten that. And then

e United States. It doesn't paé much, but
the perks are fantastic — you have your own plane, I
and the Marine Corps Band. It's a great opportunity for you un-
til Steven Spielber% finishes his next script.”

ard Dr?fuss might go
| Shepherd may

that

amp David

and Bush, but

erformance. Remember
rath"? The people haven't

there was 'Yankee Doodle Dandy,

when you played George M Cohan's sidekick. And the fans still
remember you scene on the beach with Deborah Kerr in 'From
Here to Eternity,’ Any one of those will beat Pat Buchanan in

lowa.”

Rock says. "It sounds good, thcu
of the gross from the US foreign aid

h | would prefer 10 per cent
udget.”

“What | haven't told _yi'uu is thait Barbra Streisand has agreed

to sing. "The Star Span

your candidacy at 31&
‘It's true they lau

was going to run for o

ed Banner' for you when you announce
hrine Auditorium.”
ed when Ronald Reagan announced he
ce, but the won in a landslide. He opened

it up for other actors who were o1t of work.
Fog says. "The American peaple have a lot of respect for ac-

tors who want to be president.”

By arrangement with Los Angeles Tiems Syndicate and UNB.




