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Second Test
Unchanged
India

MOHALI, India, Oct 14: India
retained today the 14-member
squad which played the first
Test against New Zealand for
the second Test which in
the northern city of Kanpur on
October 22, reports AFP.

Chandu Borde, chairman of
the selection committee, told
reporters here the decision was
taken unanimously by the ue-
lection committee.

The team: Sachin Tendulkar
tca‘fla[n}. Devang Gandhi,
Sadagopan

Ramesh, Rahul
Dravid. Saurav Ganguly, ﬂaﬁ
Jadeja, Vijay Bharadwaj, MS
Prasad, il Kumble, Sunil
Joshi, Javagal Srinath,
Venkatesh Prasad, Harbhajan
Singh. Debasish Mohanty.

Hussain hopes
to upset SA

LONDON, Oct 14 (Internet re-
port): Nasser Hussain is
adamant England can turn the
world cricket ratings on their
head by beating South Africa
this winter.

The England captain, mind-
ful of England's position at the
foot of Wisden's world rankings
after their home series defeat by
New Zealand and South Africa’s
elevated standing near the top,
insists nevertheless that he and
his players have it in them to
beat Hansie Cronje and Co.

Looking ahead to the Test
series which starts next month,
Hussain said, "Everyone keeps
telling us we've got no chance,
but that makes us more deter-
mined.

"If they think they're going
to be playing the worst side in
the world they've got a few sur-
prises coming. We've got a good
chance to win."

Hussain, speaking to
schoolchildren in Essex as part
of a Tesco-sponsored initiative,
admitted: "South Africa are one
of the two best sides in the
world at the moment, and- ac-
cording to the rankings - we're
the worst."

Even so he is gearing himself
and his team up lor a series win
in South Africa, adding it is
crucial he and his team deliver
in the interests of the English
game in the long as well as
short term.

"The most important thing
is for England to win. Then the
stars become superstars and the
youngsters find it all more ex-
citlng.” he said.

"Our system at county level
is not elitist enough. We need to
gear everything towards play-
ing for England.”

Thompson to
stay at Kent

LONDON, Oct 14 (Internet re-
port): Kent County Cricket Club
yesterday announced that Ju-
lian Thompson has agreed to
play for Kent next season.

He has accepted a one-year
contract that gives him the op-
portunity to build on his exce
tional performances in 1999
and boosts Kent's chances of
success in 2000,

Al the end of the 1999 season
the Club agreed with Julian that
he should take time to consider
the options available to him be-
tween his chosen career of
medicine and the extension of
his career in cricket,

The Club is delighted that he
has elected to give himself the
chance of another year in the
game.

Commenting on Julian's cde-
cision, Paul Millman. Kent's
Chief Executive, sald:

- "Everyone at Kent is de-
lighted with the choice that Ju-
lian has made. As our Player of
the Year in 1999 he made an
outstanding contribution to the
Club and his decision to stay is
obviously a major boost to our
chances of success in 2000.

"On the back of our recent
signing of Rahul Dravid as our
Overseas Player and the reap-
pointment ol Matthew Fleming
as Captain, this development
means that our prospects for
next season are much en-
hanced.”

Schett ousted
by Morariu

LONDON, Oct
$E%3  14(AFP): Picture a
i URO ;::usiiaéd-halred
aul Gascoigne in
s 2000 1996, lyinggnrnﬂ-
trate on the Wem-
bley turf as England team-mate
Teddy Sheringham squirts a
water bottle into his mouth.

Picture thousands of ram-
pant Scottish fans snapping a
Wembley crossbar and hackin
up chunks of the hallowed tu
to stick on their mantelpieces
in 1977.

Picture Scotland legends
Jim Baxter and Denis Law in-
spiring epic Wembley victories
in 19
when England were World Cup
holders.

Picture all this, and you be-

in to understand why fans
th north and south of the
border are working themselves
into a frenzy over the Euro 2000
play-off between England and
Scotland after the two were
paired in Wednesday's draw.

The fixture between the so-
called Auld Enemies is the old-
est international in the history
of the game, dating back 127
years to 1872, when England
earned a 0-0 draw in Glasgow.

In all the fixture, abandoned
as an annual encounter 10
ﬁears ago because of the long

istory of crowd disorder it at-
tracted, has been played 108
times, with England winning 44
to Scotland's 40.

Since 1989, the teams have
met just once, on a sunny June
day at Euro 96 when Gascoigne's
superb individual goal helped
F.'.ngland to a 2-0 win at Wemb-
ey.

FSc-utland's Gary McAllister

3 and again in 1967, -

saw a penalty saved by David

Seaman with the score at 1-0,:

and Scots fans swear to this day
that the ball mysteriously
moved off its spot just before he
struck it too close to the Eng-
land keeper.

Such stories are the stuff of
football folklore of course, and,
apart from several thousand
cans of lager, revenge is what
the Tartan Army will be
thirsting for come the second
leg of the play-off at Wembley
on November 17.

Former Scotland interna-
tional Andy Gray certainly be-
lieves so.

"l was a su in Euro 96
- dressed in - and I was so
disappointed at Wembley be-
cause we did well that day,"
Gray said.

"There is a chance now for
Scotland to do themselves jus-
tice. It will be a lot closer than
some would suggest,

"There is no doubt that Eng-
land have got a stronger squad
but Scotland have got a very
good team spirit, good organisa-
tion and don't give many goals
away."

By the time they reach
Wembley, Scotland hope to
have established a lead at the
revamped Hampden Park in the
first leg, likely to take place on
November 13 at 1:00 pm (1200
GMT).

Scotland's recent record
against England is not
they have lost four of the last
five encounters and scored just
one goal in the process.

The form book, of course,
counts for rt:t::thh:u%l in derby
matches, and both legs are

first 1

good - -

likely to be scrapp
netic. with tempers frayed both
on and off the pitch. The Beauti-
ful Game it will not be.

Former Rangers and Eng-
land winger Trevor Steven
E!ayed in the last Hampden

ark game between the two
countries, which England won
2-0'in 1989, and insists that the
in Glasgow will be the
key to the tie.

"Hampden is a changed sta-
dium now. I played in the last
England game there and it was
important that we won just for
a bit of peace on a day-to-day
basis because there were few of
us glaying in Scotland," Steven
said.

"But you can't look past the

first game - that is the vital
match., England are the
stronger team on paper.

“The passion of the Scots

will be immense on the day but
England have the better indi-
vidual quality."

Security-wise, the draw is
the seccid worst option for the
authorities.

An England trip to Dublin to
face Ireland would have posed
greater problems following the
crowd violence which forced the
abandonment of a 'friendly’ be-
tween the two sides in 1995,

But viclence has always been
associated with England-Scot-
land fixtures and in 1996 there
were running battles between
rival fans and police around
London's Trafalgar Square af-
ter Scotland'’s defeat. '

England's 2006 World Cup
bid organisers will be among
those hoping there is no recur-
rence next month.

and fre-.

Aston Villa's Steve Stone (L) and Manchester United's Luke Chadwick fight for possession

October 13.

—AFP photo

German Cup

Another bad day for Bundesliga

COLOGNE, Ger-

many, Oct 14: An-

other clutch of
" First Division

clubs were dum-

ped from the Ger-
man Cup Wednesday by lesser
lights from the lower divisions,
leaving the fourth round wide
open, reports AFP =

1860 Munich, Hamburg,
Duisburg and Schalke all fell by
the wayside, joining Champi-
ons League participants Borus-
sia Dortmund and Bayer Lev-
erkusen who were eliminated
Tuesday after sub standard ef-
forts. and Kaiserslautern who
were knocked out by Cup hold-
ers Werder Bremen.

Bayern Munich are the only
big name club to advance to the
fourth round. They cantered to
a 1-4 victory Wednesday at SV
Meppen, a club renowned in
Germany as second division
perennials but who are now a
division lower after last sea-

the Ruhr district fought out a 1-
! result with both goals coming
in extra time,

Bochum were the luckier
though from the spot and won a
lengthy penalty shoot-out 6-5.

1860 Munich's 2-1 defeat at
Eintracht Trier, a third divi-
sion club on Lhe verge of
bankruplcy, sparked an angry
response from the Lions' sharp-
tongued coach Werner Lorant.

"We absolutely deserved to
lose here tonight,” Lorant said,
prompting loud cheers and ap-
plause among Trier'ufﬁclan
who turned the post-match
Eresa conference into'a celebra-

on.

"It has to be said, | don't want
to beat around the bush. Of
course Trier's fans are happy
but I also have to say I'm deeply
disappointed in my team.”

Hertha Berlin's Croatian
striker Ilja Aracic knocked his
old team Tennis Borussia
Berlin out of the competition

95th minute.

Ironically Aracic was also
the match winner a year ago
when the two clubs met in the
German Cup - except then he
was Iin Tennis Borussia's
colours.

Hertha, who are enjoying
their best season ever, defeated
their bitter city rivals 3-2,

VIB Stuttgart had a lucky 0-1
escape at Werder Bremen's ama-
teurs while Wolfsburg were two
good for second division Chem-
nitz, beating them 2-3,

The German Cup fourth
round will see the following
matches:

Eintracht Trier v Hansa Ros-
tock

Waldhof Mannheim v Bay-
ern Munich

Freiburg v Energie Cottbus

SV Mainz v Hertha Berlin

VB Stutigart v FC Cologne

Werder Bremen v SSV Ul

Stuttgarter Kickers v
Arminia Bielefeld

Sport

Bravehearts’ battle royale

I

Baby Flos

bloom

OSLO, Oct 14 (Reuters);
Norwegian star striker Tore
Andre Flo and his brother
Jostein did not just play soccer
at the 1998 World Cup finals in
France — both their girlfriends
got ‘J:regnant. reports Reuters.

ostein Flo, also a striker
with Norwegian club Stroms-

godset, came up with the idea of

simultaneous * pregnancies
while sharing a flat in France
with Chelsea's Tore Andre and
their ‘cousin Havard Flo who
lays for England's Wolver-
ampton.
e daily Dagbladet quoted
Jostein on Wednesday as say-
ing: "l proposed it in the room.

Tore Andre took the hint but
Havard was a bit slow and took
an extra two months before he
got round to it."

e Jﬂstlﬁtril'shpartner Trine
rung a ba ., Kasper,
in the middle o 'h?!gyrch. ore
Andre's girlfriend Randi Svedal
also had a son, Johan, on
March' 26, just over nine
months after Norway beat
Brazil 2-1 in one of the biggest
upsets of the World Cup. Havard
became a father in May.

Tore Andre scored one of
Norway's goals in the defeat of
Brazil as Norway made it
through the first round only to
be knocked out by Italy.

Dagbladet discloses that the

couples used to say they were go-
ing off to pla'y "tennis"”, with eu-
phemisms for sex including
"three sets,” or
"tiebreak."

The Flo family have been a
mainstay of Norwegian soccer
in the 1990s and the selection of
all three men for the World Cu
marked their biggest triumpﬁ
together.

Juve target

MILAN, Oct 14: Juventus
want to sign Perugia's Japanese
star Hidetoshi Nakata, the
Gazzetta dello Sport reported on
Thursday, partly for his foot-
balling skills and partly for his
sponsorship potential, reports
AFP.

Unknown here before last
season, Nakata is now rated as
one of the best playmakers in
Italian football.

He scored twice on his Serie
A debut last year, against the
very club now interested in
signing him, and has proved his
consistency again this season.

However, the former Asian
Player of the Year is being
sought not only for his vision
on the field, but also his lucra-
tive image off it - particularly
with Japan preparing to co-host
the 2002 World Cup finals.

Juventus are interested in
the player and Nakata's
Japanese sponsors, along with
the Turin club, are equally at-
tracted by the idea of him play-
ing for one of the world's great-
est football teams as the finals
draw closer.

The Gazzetla claimed that
Nakata has already been the
subject of transfer talks at Ju-
ventus in the past, with the
Turin club having had a chance
to sign the midfielder two years
ago.

The move reportedly failed
Lo materialise as the club felt
that Nakata, then only 20,
wasn't ready to face the on-
slaught of the world's toughest
football league. "Now the situa-
tion has changed a lot," the pa-
per said.

"five sets”

SINGAPORE, Oct 14: In a day
of upsets, American Michael
Chang was the latest high-pro-
file player out of the Heineken
Open on Thursday after losin
lo compaltriot Jan-Michae
E:gmhlll 6-2, 7-6, (7-4), reports

"l didn't have a lot going my
way,” Chang said atter the
match. I feel like I played good
tennis, it wasn't my day to get
the breaks. | had my chances
and | wasn't able to take advan-
tage of them.”

Gambill said playing against
Chang in a quarterfinal in
Shanghai last week for that
city’'s Heineken Open helped
him address parts of his game
he was unhappy with.

‘It was great playing last
week, | fixed a lot of things I was

- DHAKA FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1999

French First Division

PARIS., Oct 14:
Auxerre went top
of the French
First Division
Wednesday with a
3-1 at Strasbourg
while Monaco, who could have
gone top if they had won,
crashed 3-2 at the hands of de-
fending champions Bordeaux,
who produced their best per-
gr?;mnce of the season, reports

The French First Division
has been a topsy-turvy affair
this season with Auxerre,
Monaco, Paris St Germain,
Lyon and even Sedan all top-
ping the table at some stage in
marked contrast to last season,
when Bordeaux and Marseille
were streets ahead of their ri-
vals throughout the campaign.

Auxerre's win saw them take
over the summit from Lyon.

It only took Auxerre two
minutes to make their mark in
the Alsatian capital.

Defender Laurent Ciechelski

ave the Burgundy side a 1-0
ead and just live minutes Aux-

vrre skipper Stephane Guivar-

c’h made it 2-0 to the visitors
with a well-taken goal.

Steve Marilet was the creator
of both goals with crosses from
the right.

French World Cup winner
Guivarc'h’'s return to Auxerre
after a nightmare year with

Newcastle and Rangers has .

transformed the fortunes of the

club that only escaped relega-:

tion on the last day of last sea-
SOn.
Strasbourg narrowed the
deficit after 17 minutes.

Olivier Echouafni floated
into the Auxerre area un-
marked to loop a header from
Teddy Bertin's freekick past
goalkeeper Fabien Cool.

~After 32 minutes Marlet got
his reward and made it 3-1 after
a cross from Guivarc'h’'s World
Cup team-mate Bernard
Diomede. That was the end of
the scoring in a match domi-
nated the visitors.

Bordeaux. meanwhile,-made
a strong start and after it was
no surprise when they took the
lead. .

It was last season's Champi-

Strasbourg's Habib Beye (R) challenges Auxerre's Bernard
Diomede during their French First Division match on Octo-

ber 13,

—AFP photo
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Auxerre gain at Monaco’s cost

onship winning strikeforce of
Sylvain Wiltord and Lilian
La:-;llandcs that came up with the
goal.

The duo, currently France
coach Roger Lemerre's first-
choice s line-up, linked
up 5uwrbly, rentin Martins
freed Wiltord down the right
and Wiltord, the French first
division's top scorer last sea-
son, played in an inch-perfect
first-time centre which Laslan-
des cleverly diverted past the
advancing Fabien .

Bordeaux were dominatin
but Monaco squared the matc
out of the blue. Italian strikery
Marco Simone held off .a chal-
lenge before beating Bordeaux »
F keeper Ulrich Rame with a
oW

shot.
But almost immediatel
Laslandes put Bordeaux bac

ahead. superbly volleying a

Francois Grenel cross past
Barthez.

Laslandes missed a glorious
hat-trick opportunity in the
second period after a flowing
move involving Wiltord, Johan
Micoud and Martins and was
then withdrawn.

Laslandes joins Guivarc'h in
second spot in the goalscorin
charts behind Monaco's Davi

Bt

Shortly after his departure
Monaco t made it 2-2.

Simone fed Ludovic Giuly,

- who skipped past two tackles
and his shot was half-stopped
by Rame. The ball went spin-
ning towards goal but Bordeaux
defender Jerome Bonnissel
cleared the ball just before
Giuly could get a touch,

But Wiltord wrapped up the
Eloints with a 74th minute goal.
e planted his shot wide of
Barthez's right hand for his
sixth goal of the season.

Monaco reduced arrears
when Simone made it 3-2 with
five minutes remaining. A
harmless looking long throw
was headed on but Rame, who
had just made a superb stop
from Giuly, could not prevent
Simone's volley from dinding
the net.

Rennes thrashed newly
promoted Sedan 5-0 in the most
one-sided match of the night,
The pick of the goals was the
second a superb five-man
moved finished by an angled
shot from Cedric Bardon.

St Etienne boosted their
campaign with a 1-0 win at
Montpellier secured by Brazil-
ian striker Alex while Lens
crashed 2-0 in Corsica to Bastia.

Metz and Nancy finished 2-2
in the Lorraine derby while

g‘ri}yes vanquished Le Havre

English League Cup

T

More big names bow out

LONDON, Oct 14:
The English Lea-
gue Cup was well
and truly deva-
lued on Wednes-
' day as Manches-
ler United and Chelsea fielded
reserve leams and led an exodus
ol Premiership teams from the
third round of the competition,
reports AFP.

The high-profile pair were
joined by Liverpool. Derby and
Watford following the exits of
fellow top flight sides Newcas-
tle, Bradford and Sunderland
on Tuesday.

United, fielding a wvirtual
third team, lost 3-0 at Aston
Villa while Chelsea went down
1-0 at home to first division
Huddersfield.

Julian Joachim, lan Taylor
and Steve Stone scored Villa's
goals against a United team in
which goalkeeper Mark
Bosnich and striker Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer were the only first
team sguad members.

United have now conceded
eight goals without reply fol-
lowing the 5-0 thrashing at
Chelsea.

But Wednesday's result
meant little as manager Sir
Alex Ferguson showed how lit-
tle importance he places on the
second domestic cup competi-

Kenny Irons whacked in a
late drive to give Huddersfield
victory against a second-strin
Chelsea outfit at Stamfor
Bridge,

Liverpool lost 2-1 at
Southampton thanks to last-
minute Trond Soltvedt goal.
Michael Owen put Liverpool
ahead but also missed two sit-
ters, while Dean Richards ley-
lled for Saints before Soltvedt's
killer goal. ,

Derby stumbled out after a 2-
1 home defeat by first division
Bolton, for whom Michael Jo-
hansson scored an 87th-minute
winner,

Watford missed a penalty as
they were beaten 1-0 by a Jun-
inho goal at Middlesbrough.

Premiership leaders Leeds
needed a last-minute Danny
Mills goal to see off visiting
Ii’;lgckhurn of the first division

Holders Tottenham beat
Crewe 3-1 at White Hart Lane
while struggling Sheffield
Wednesday made it nine goals
in two games with a 4-1 thrash-
ing of Nottingham Forest at
Hillsborough.

West Ham saw off
Bournemouth 2-0 at Upton
Park and Leicester eat
Grimsby by the same score at
Filbert Street.

English League Cup fourth

Leicester v Leeds

Fulham v Tottenham
Aston Villa v Southampton
Birmingham v West Ham

Ties to be played week com-
mendngﬁwulpnberﬂﬂ

s
FA charge
L] L
Vieira

LONDON, Oct 14: Arsenal's
Patrick Vieira was charged with
misconduct by the English
Football Association (FA) on
Wednesday over his behaviour
in the players' tunnel following
his sending-off against West
Ham, reports AFP.

The French World Cup win-
ning midfielder was allegedl
involved in an altercation wit
a policeman following his dis-
missal for two hunﬂahle: of-
fences in the 2-1 defeat on Octo-
ber 2.

"Patrick Vieira has been
charged by the FA in relation to
his conduct in the tunnel fol-
lowing his dismissal from the
field of play during the game
against West Ham 1% days ago,"
said FA spokesman Adrian
Bevington.

Vieira has already been
charged once over a different
aspect of the dismissal.

The FA are still waitin

for a
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