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Icelander for
Wimbledon

LONDON, Oct 12: English
Premiership side Wimbledon
on Monday completed the
signing of Icelandic interna-
tional defender Hermann Hrei-
darsson from English Second
Division outfit Brentford in a
2.5 million pounds deal (4 mil-
lion dollars), reports AFP.

The 25-year-old. who won
his 27th cap against France in
the European Championship
ualifier at the weekend, joins

imbledon in a deal that gives
Brentford their record transfer
fee received.

Hreidarsson cost 750,000
pounds when he moved from
Crystal Palace 12 months ago,
;EaJing previously been with

Brentford boss Ron Noades,
who brought the player to Sel-
hurst Park when he was Palice
chairman, said: "We are reluc-
tant to part with Hermann but
we had an agreement with him
that we would help him become
a Premiership player and I am
pleased that he was able to do it
. with us,

"I would also like to add he
has been a model professional
and we wish him every success
in the furtherance of his career
and thank him for his service
to Brentford."

Hreidarsson is expected to be
in the squad for Wimbledon's
home game against Bradford on
Saturday.

Yeboah says
he is free

COLOGNE, Germany, Oct 12:
Hamburg's Ghanaian striker
Tony Yeboah has claimed he
has been cleared by judicial
authorities of an alleged tax
evasion scam during his spell
with German Bundesliga outfit
Eintracht Frankfurt, reports
AFP.

German newspaper reports
at the weekend claimed that
Yeboah, Frankfurt's former
vice-President Bernd Holzen-
bein and another official at the
club were under investigation
for invelvement in an illegal
tax minimisation scheme,
which cost the state more than
1 million Marks (543,000 clol-
lars).

"I've paid off my tax debts.
I've got it in writing that the
case against me is closed."
Yeboah was quoted saying in
the "Bild am Sonntag" newspa-
per.

Job Tilman, however, a
spokesman for Frankfurt's pub-
lic prosecutor, says that is not
the ease.

"There is evidence of a pun-
ishable offence. regardless of
whether Yeboah has paid off the
money or not."

On Monday Holzenbein, a
former German international
with 40 caps, confirmed he had
been accused, saying on local
radio: "I received notice of the
charges last Thursday.

“The allegations are totally
baseless. I'm not totally relaxed
about the whole thing though.
It's so complicated that | need to
speak with my lawyer first and
not stick my neck out too far.

"I can't think of any reason
why we should feel guilty.”

~ Yeboah played for Eintracht
Frankfurt getween 1990 and
1994 when he was one of Eu-
rope's premier strikers.

He was forced to leave
Frankfurt in 1994 when he
failed to see eye to eye with new
trainer Jupp Heynckes, a stick-
ler for discipline and hard
work.

His move to Leeds United in
England's Premier League was
an ill-chosen one though and
brought more conflict before he
eventually returned to German
football with Hamburg.

RFU punish
referees

MOSCOW, Oct 12: Four Rus-
sian match officials were sus-
pended until the end of the sea-
son by the Russian Football
Union (RFU) after going on a
drinking binge ahead of a UEFA
Cup match at which they were
to officiate. the RFU press ser-
vice reported Monday, reports
AFP.

A final decision on the case
is to be made at a UEFA disci-
plinary committee hearings on
October 22.

Referee Sergei Khusainov
and his three assistants. who
_were supposed to officiate at the

UEFA Cup, first round match

on September 16 between Is-
rael's Hapoel Haifa and Club
B of Belgium were replaced
at the last moment after the
Russians were reported drunk
by Israeli officials.

Khusainov denied any
wrongdoing after he returned to

Moscow from Israel. saying
that provocative reports by the
lsrﬂeﬁ press were behind UE-
FA's decision Lo replace Russian
referees with Romanian ones.

FINA to honour
Samaranch

LAUSANNE. Switzerland,
Oct 12: International Olympic
Committee president Juan
Antonio Samaranch is to re-
ceive the top award of world
swimming s governing body,
reports Reuters.

The International Amateur
Swimming Federation (FINA)
said in a statement yesterday
that its executive bureau had
decided on the last day of a
meeting in Kuwait to award
Samaranch the "FINA Order.”

It also said that Lynne Bates.
aquatics competition manager
for the Sydney 2000 Olympics,
had reported that all tickets for
swimming and for most ses-
'sions of giving at the Games
had been sold out.

The FINA Bureau's Kuwait

meeling ran from Friday fo
Sunday. _

ZURICH, Oct 12:
Patty Schnyder
started to win
bhack Swiss tennis
A . lans and sponsors

- Monday, battling
back Irom a set down to beat
American Amy Frazier 4-6, 6-1,
6-4 in the first round of Zurich
Indoor championships, reports
Reuters.

Schnyder, 20, rivalled world
number one Martina Hingis in
popularity in their native
Switzerland until a controver-
sial five-month relationship
earlier this year with German
ﬁuru and faith healer Rainer

arnecker, 42, struck her
wholesome image.

She stepped cautiously onto
the court. unsure of the recep-
tion she would receive playing
in front of the Swiss public for
the first time since the much-
publicised relationship which
caused a rift with her family
until a reconciliation in May.

But Schnyder was greeted by
warm apglause from a forgiving
crowd, which continued to sup-
port her loudly throughout the
match.

‘I was nervous because you
always want to do well in front
of the home crowd." said
Schnyder, who had won just
four matches since the French
Open and crashed out in the
first round in five of her last
nine tournaments. "But the
crowd was very supportive and
helped me get my first break.

‘"This was an important win
for me."

Sidelined since the US Open
with a wrist in#ur},r. Schnyder
showed signs of rustiness and
nervousness - as Frazier
recorded an early break and
easily won the first set.

Buoyed by crowd, Schnyder
quickly steadied herself and be-
gan playing with the confidence
that carried her to five titles
last year and into the top 10 of
the world rankings. :

But it will take more than

one win for Schnyder, who split
with Harnecker in May, to im-
gmve on her current ranking of

4 and restore confidence in
sponsors, who deserted her
when her off-court problems re-
sulted in a failure to show up for
a Fed Cup match last April,

The decision proved to be a
costly one for the young Swiss,
who is believed to have lost
250.000 dollars a vear in spon-
sorship deals.

In other first round action.
fifth seed Barbara Schett of
Austria cruised to a convincing

6-3. 6-4 win over Lisa Raymond
of the United States.

Corina Morariu kept the day
from being a total washout for
the Americans when she
brushed aside Russian Elena
Dementieva 6-2, 6-2 to join
compatriot and world number
three Venus Williams, who re-
ceived a first round bye, in the
second round.

American world number two
Lindsay Davenport, winner in
Zurich for the last two vears,
will not defend her title because
of a wrist injury.

L Gre

Australian Mark Philippoussis makes a backhand return
against Bob Bryan at the Singapore Open yesterday.

Philippoussis won 6-4, 6-4,

— AFP photo

| KARACH]I, Oct 12:

A Pakistan judi-

; | cial comunission

f probing match

_J lixing and bribery

o e allegations  aga-

inst star Pakistani players

finalised its much-awaited
report Tuesday, officials said.

The commission headed by
Lahore Hign Court (LHC) judge,
Malik Mohammad Qayyum,
has prepared an 80-page report
which would be submitted to
Presideiii Muhammad Rafiq
Tarrar within a couple of days,
court registrar Abdus Salam
Khawar told AFP.

Tarrar is also patron of the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB).

"There are recommenda-
tions and suggestions in a bid to
get rid of match fixing allega-
tions and bribery allegations. It
is for the betterment of
Pakistan cricket," Khawar said,
without giving details.

"Now the president has to
decide about the future because
he is to make the final decision.
Our job is over," Khawar said.

Judge Qayyum told The News
daily he did not want to discuss
the report.

"But I can say that the report

does contain evidence against
some plavers and strong rec-

Ol wolls as well," e ot
Lhie newspaper.

Sources said the judge
strongly recommended the
lindings be made public.

-‘rhﬁ ; 'u.;;'l]'{'f |.'|.“ 1 R
placed 4 Y Lot
gories -- the "puilty” ones

against whom a life ban and
fine has been recommended.
those the commission had
doubts about but no firm evi-
dence, who should be fined, and
the innocent. .
The inquiry was initiated in
September last year by the PCB
following its interim report
implicating skipper Wasim
Akram' and batsmen ljaz

- Ahmed and' Salim' Malik in

match fixing. '

The usame “initerimi report
also described Waqar Younis,
Mushtaq Ahmed, Sagqlain
Mushtaq, Inzamamul Haq and
Moin Khan as "beneficiaries."

The three implicated were
suspended in July by the ad-hoc
committee of the PCB.

The suspension came amid
uproar by angry cricket fans
and hostile local press who
called Wasim and other star

first

Pak judge gets it done

cricketers "gamblers and
traitors."”
wangae s Were burnt and star

players were harassed and re-
portedly received threats by
telephone.

Wasim and the other accused
plorers were also interrogated

. ..isligators from the gov-
ernment’'s Accountability
Bureau, but were cleared.

Later the ad-hoc committee
lifted the ban and made Wasim
captain for the entire season
until July, 2000.

But Malik and Ijaz have not
been selected for Pakistan since
the ban was lifted.

Around 65 former and pre-

sent cricket star, officials, and
a]le%ed bookies gave statements
to the commission. :
The match fixing charges
surfaced in Pakistan
cricket in 1994 when three
Australian players, Shane
Warne, Mark Waugh and Tim
May alleged then Pakistan
captain Salim Malik offered
them a bribe to play poorly.

Former Pakistan captains
Rashid Latif, Aamir Sohail and
pacer Ataur Rehman have also
accused fellow players of match
fixing.

IC

LONDON, Oct 12
(Internet report):
The International
Cricket Council is
going to war

against crowd in
vasions and other security
problems at games.

Following a series of disqui-
eting crowd encroachments and
flash-points - notably during
the World Cup in England and
Australia's one-day series in
the West Indies last winter - the
ICC have announced their battle
plan to ward off further un-
acceptable behaviour.

€ issue first came to pro-
minence in matches between
the Aussies and the Windies in
Guyana and Barbados. '

Touring captain Steve
Waugh was narrowly missed by
a missile in one of the matches
in the Caribbean and was again
unhappy when streakers were
allo to perform unhindered
in a World Cup match against
Scotland at Worcester.

Waugh called for urgent ac-
tion, fearing a player may be
hurt sooner rather than later if
nothing was done - and a crowd

=3

— W

“the growing

invasion at Northampton that
pre-empted the result of a World
Cup match between Pakistan

| and Bangladesh caused fresh
reason for concern,

But ICC president Jagmohan
Da]mﬂra today reported details

Polish hoodlum
to be prosecuted

WARSAW, Oct 12: The hooli-
an who injured Parma’'s Dino
a%a‘in with a thrown knife in a

UEFA Cup game late last year is
to be formally charged, Polish
prosecutcrs said here on Mon-
day. reports AFP.

The deposition of Baggio,
struck on the head during the
October 20 match against Wisla
Krakow, has now been studied
by Krakow prosecutors bringing
aﬁoul the formal charge,

The 20-year-ol Pawel
Michalski was allegedly filmed
on police video throwing the
knife and then celebrating
when it hit home.

Michalski. who continually
prolesses his innocence, could
serve a prison term of up to 10
years if found guilty.

'
Army v'ball

MOMENSHAHI. Oct 12: Four
more robin league matches ol
the annual Army volleyball
championship were held at the
Momenshahi cantonment to-
i day. reports BSS.

of an action plan approved by
his executive board - includin

the removal of internationa
status should venues not do
their utmost to adhere to stated

policy.
‘International cricket
should be played at all tim=s

free of the threat of unwelcorne
crowd invasions on to the
round and the risk of objects
eing thrown at players or um-

.pires.” Dalmiya said following

in Dubai.

as been concerned at
number of inei-
dents of this nature. Although
they are in the minority, even
one such incident is one too

a meetin
i ICC

C puts on war paint

many."
The ICC are determined to

ensure that in future the laws in
force at all grounds in member
countries conform to their own
directives on keeping spectators
from the field of play, operating
effective plans to combat the
misuse of alcohol and prevent-
ing missiles from being thrown.

Stringent sanctions will

also be adopted if the ICC are
not satisfied the correct proce-
dures are being followed.

"The power of the ICC referee
will be extended to report on in-
stances where the ICC safety

olicy is violated,” said
E)almlya.

L

Bangladesh cricket coach Eddie Barlow and his wife visit-
ing the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.
— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Sport
‘Schnyder rallies past Frazier

Rusedski

recovers

VIENNA, Oct 12: Fifth seed
Rusedski overcame back
problems to beat Sweden's
Thomas Johansson 4-6, 6-3, 7-6
and advance to the second
round of the 800,000 dollars
Vienna trophy Monday, reports
Reuters.

The Canadian-born Briton,
who had to be treated on court
during the third set, said the in-
jury was "just one of those freak
sort of things which will pass.

"l felt a twinge in the third
set and had to do something
about it. But it doesn't worry
me. I have two days off now and
know I'll be fine after that."

Rusedski, winner of the 1.3
million dollar Grand Slam Cup
in Munich two weeks ago, also
admitted to feeling fatigued af-

ter a busy schedule in which he
has not had a free week since
the US Open in September.

"I'm looking forward to these
next two days off and don't want
to see a ball or a tennis court."
he said. "I have had a tough
schedule and am tired in the
brain.” ~

Rusedski also called for or-
ganisers to standardise balls
and courts in Indoor tourna-
ments, saying that it would help
players avoid injury.

"It would make things a lot
easier for us players. It would be
a simple solution to many prob-
lems we have adapting to differ-
ent situations. But for some
reason it's just not done.

"Sponsors don't earn that
much money from the balls,” he
said. "Maybe then a (Patrick)
Rafter would not have an injury
before the end of the year.”

ATP Tour
rankings

PARIS, Oct 12: Latest ATP

Tour standings unveiled on
Monday, reports AFP.,

Player Points
1. Andre Agassi 4339
2. Yevgeny Kafelnikov 3839
3. Pete Sampras 3544
4. Todd Martin 2969
9. Gustavo Kuerten 2497
6. Marcelo Rios 2357
7. Greg Rusedski 2278
8. Richard Krajicek 2243
9. Tim Henman 2172
10. Alex Cﬂrretl!a 2137
11. Nicolas Kiefer 209]
12. Tommy Haas 2069
13., Patrick Rafter 1939
14. Nicolas Lapentti 1866
15. Karol Kucera 1819
16. Cedric Picline 1794
17. Thomas Enqgvist 1774
18. Carlos Moya 1765
19. Magnus Norman 1638
20. Felix Mantilla 1536
21. Vincent Spadea 1502
22. Mark Phi%: ussis 1494
23. Dominik rggty 1490
24. Albert Costa 1482
25. Fernando Meligeni 1316
26. Thomas Johansson 1313
27. Mariano Zabaleta 1250
28. Younes El Aynaoui 1237
29. Jerome Golmard 1233
30. Sebastien Grosjean 1233

SL hurdler
admits to
doping

COLOMBO, Oct 12: Sri
Lankan hurdler Ashok Kumar
Jayasundara, who won gold in
the 400m men's event in the
South Asian Federation Games,
admitted taking a banned per-
formance enhancing drug, a
newspaper here said today, re-
ports AFP.

Jayasundara confessed after
authorities in the recently con-
cluded gamea in Nepal reported
he failed a doping test, the Daily
Mirror newspaper said.

It said the athlete had shown
receipts for the banned steroid
nandrolone he purchased after
it was egrescrih:d by a doctor
attached to the sports ministry.
There was no immediate reac-
tion from the ministry.

However, the Mirror quoted
Sports Minister S B Dis-
sanayake as saying he was
aware of the case and would be
reporting the doctor concerned
to the Medical Association to
have him struck off the list as a
medical officer.

The authorities in Nepal had
reported two Sri Lankans and

an Indian athlete tested positive

lor banned drugs.

Star cast
farewell for

Oomnil

MILAN, Oct 12: Italian foot-
ball bid farewell yesterday to
former Inter Milan and inter-
national defender Giuseppe
Eegnmi with a charity match
at the San Siro stadium, reports
Reuters.

The game was between past

and present greats from the two
teams he graced for 17 years.
" Bergomi, 35, announced his
retirement at the end of the
1998/99 season after making
919 league appearances for In-
ter and winning 81 caps for his
country.

‘Lozio', the uncle, as he is
known to Italian fans, achieved
early fame as part of Italy's
World Cup winning squad in
1982 when aged just 18.

A regular in the national
side through the 80s, he was ig-
nored during much of the 90s

but remained a fixture in the In-
ter line-up, winning three
UEFA Cup titles and one league
championship.

After a seven-year absence
from the national team,

" Bergomi returned for the 1998

World cup in France at the age
of 34.

A host of top players, current
and from former days, such as
Paolo Rossi, Juergen Klins-
mann ang Lntha:t'_ atthaeus,
were on display for Monday's
20,000 Emwc‘l.

The match, played at
leisurely pace, ended 5-5 with
AC Milan ex-international
striker Maurizio Ganz scoring a
hat-trick for the Italian team
and Ronaldo on target for the
Inter side.

Profits from the game went
to a children's charity.

The Duily Star 15

Chinese Yang Wei performs on the parallel bars at the World Artistic Gymnastics yes-

terday.

TIANJIN, China,
Oct 12: Romania
. narrowly de-
il fended its world
) 7} ‘./ women's gymnas-

. tic crown Tuesday

A
/{77‘"
il |

as Russia’s Svetlana Khorkina
fell oll the balance beam after
perlorming two of the highest-
scoring exercises of the day.
reports AP,

Led by newcomers Maria
Olaru with 38.749 and Andreea
Raducan with 38.587. Romania
scored a total of 153.527 points
to Russia's 153.209. China was
third with 152.423 in a repeat of
the finish order at the last
World Championships in 1997.
Ukraine was fourth with
152.338, next year's Olympic
host Australia was fifth with
150.932 and the United States
sixth with 150.213.

In Russia's last routine of the
day, 1997 individual champion
Khorkina was in a position to
dis= her team the pold medal
wiws a o.u. ohe already had
scored the meet's best score so
far, a 9.825 on the uneven bars,
and a 9.800 in the floor exer-
cises.

But she went off the beam on
a back flip and scored just 9.075
after Anna Kovaleva had left
the Russian team in a perilous
position by fumbling her bal-
ance beam routine.

The Romanians had started
on the balance beam, and also
ran into trouble, inc!udinF a
fall by 1997 individual silver
medalist Simona Amanar.

But they bounced right back
in the floor exercises, where
their lowest score was a'9.700.
Amanar scored 9.812 .and
Raducan,. a 16-year-old who-
seems to float through her rou-
tines, had 9.800.

The top two finishers of 1997
— Khorkina and Amanar —
were performing al the same
time at the end. Amanar closed
with a 9.700 on the uneven bars,

Romania retain title

and came out ninth among in-
dividuals with 38.155.
Khorkina was 11th with 37.956.

"We were lucky today.” said
Romanian coach Octavian
Bellu, "Maybe we trusted more
than all the other teams and we
won."

The secret of Romania’s con-
tinued successes, he said, is
"very hard work — seven hours
a day, seven days a week."

In addition, the team has
always managed to find new-
comers to replace retirees such
as 1997 triple gold medalist
Gina Gogean.

Olympic hockey
qualifiers in
Osaka

OSAKA, Oct 12: Osaka will
host the men's field hockey
4[11L:.5_11If3,.rinéJ tournament for the
Sydney Olympic Games next
year at the Nagai Stadium in
Osaka from March 9 to 20, or-
ganizers said today, reports
AFP.

Pakistan, who have beat the
Olympic and world champions
the Netherlands in the prelimi-
nary round of the Champions'
Trophy a EEH ago, will lead the
field of 12 participating coun-
tries.

Other countries are Asian
Games silver medalists South
Korea. Malaysia, Britain, Spa-
in, Belgium, Poland., Switzer-
land. Belarus, Argentina, New
Zealand, and Japan.

The top six countries will be
eligible, for the Sydney Olym-
pics.
II.‘uEt".ena‘.:lir:gL Olympic champi-
ons the Netherlands, hosts
Australia, continental champi-
ons Canada, Germany, India
and South Africa have already
earned places in Sydney.

— AFP photo

China had two of the top five
individuals — Ling Jie, third
with 38.418 including a 9.787
on the uneven bars. and Luij

Xuan, fifth with 38.275. includ-
ing a 9.775 on the bars.

The Americans had few mis-
takes, although Vanessa Atler
performed a wobbly balance
beam routine. But they didn't
come up with the extra points
needed to win a medal.

Coach Donna Strauss said
that on the vault. bars and
floor, "we didn't feel that the
scores reflected the strength of
our performances,”

“When you're doing the per-
formance and you're not being
rewarded with the scores that
gﬂu‘re used to getting, it kind of

ursts your bubble a bit.” she
added.

Atler and nationali cham-
pion Kristen Maloney said it
was hard to concentrate on the
beam, where the Americans
were performing when the
crowd started loudly cheering
for someone with a Chinese flag
and then people with other flags
circling the stadium,

‘It's fine when they're shout-
ing USA. It pumps you up. But
here it's China, China,” Atler
said.

Elise Ray led the US team
with 38,187, eighth best amo
individuals, and Maloney st
14th with 37.848. Ray's best
scores were 9.725's on the bars
and the floor exercises,

The teams in Tuesday's final
were the top six from qualifying
rounds earlier in the meet.
Atler had saved the Americans
a place .in the finals with a
9,762 in the team's final rou-
tine, in the floor exercises.

This time, she said, "my

teammates were awesome, and |
was just out of control. | was so
scared.”

The men's finals were sched-
uled later Tuesday.” Individual
competition starts Thursday.

Romanian women team members wave to the crowd after receiving their gold medals

yesterday. — AFP photo
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