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England A's
tour dates

Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) yesterday announced the
itinerary of England A tour in-
cluding the venues for the
matches, reports BSS.

The team will arrive here on
October 18.

Oct 22: 50-over practice
match v Under-19 team (BKSP)

Oct 23: Second limited-over
Fame v Board President's XI

Bangabandhu National
Stadium)

Oct 25-27: Three-day match
v Board President's XI
(Chittagong)

Oct 29: Third limited-over
game v Board President's XI
(Bangabandhu National
Stadium)

Nov 1-4: Four-day game v
Bangladesh (Bangabandhu
National Stadium).

Pybus takes over
after Sharjah

tourney?

ISLAMABAD, Oct 12: South
African-based Richard Pybus
has been appointed Pakistan
cricket coach and will take over
for a tour of Australia starting
later this month, local media
reported today, says Reuters.

The News said British-born
Pybus would begin his job after
a three-team limited overs
tournament between Pakistan,
5ri Lanka and West [ndies in
Sharjah starting on Wednes-
day.

}The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) announced earlier this
month that current coach, for-
mer Test batsman Wasim Raja,
would step down after the
Sharjah tournament to con-
tinue his career as a teacher in
Britain.

“Yes, | am being appointed
initially for a period of one
year, and if the board thinks |
have done enough to satisfy
them, they could increase my
tenure as coach,” Pybus was
quoted as saying.

Pybus had a short-term con-
lract as assistant to Mushtaq
Mohammad for the World Cup
in England last May and June
when Pakistan reached the fi-
nal,

Raja replaced Mushtaq after
the World Cup.

Pybus spoke out strongly in
support ol captain Wasim
Akram after Pakistan came
under fire from media and sup-
porters after losing the Lord's
linal to Australia by eight
wickets, having been bowled out
for 132,

Waughs warm
up with tons

BULAWAYO, Oct 12: Steve
and Mark Waugh both scored
centuries Monday as Australia
warmed up for their one-off
Test against Zimbabwe with a
Z44-run victory over a Presi-
dent's XI, reports Reuters.

'he Test match begins at the
Harare Sports Club on Thurs-

day
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the final day
ol the three-day match between
i Zimbabwean President's Xl
and Australia at the Queen's
Club on Monday

AUSTRALIA: First innings
335-7 decl

PRESIDENT'S XI: First in-
nings 219

AUSTRALIA: Second innings
lovernight 158-2)
Blewett ¢ Marillier b Brandes |

Slater IThw b Reninde 0
S Waugh ¢ Brandes b Mbangwa 161
M Waugh ¢ Vermeulen b Gripperl 16
Healy ¢ and b Gripper 2]
Wame not oul ]
Extras (Ib-3, w-1) 4
Total: for five wickets decl) 304

Fall of wickets: 1-1: 2-1: 3-

207 4-303: 5-304

Did not bat: Justin Langer,
Ricky Ponting, Damien Fleming,
Matthew Nicholson, Glenn Mc-
Grath
Bowler: O M R W

Rennie 19 2 50
Brandes 12 2 69 I
Mbangwa 16 2 60 1
Price 8 1 o2 0
Gripper 9.1 1 42 2
Lamb 2 0O 28 0
PRESIDENT'S XI: Second
IMNINgEs
T Gripper ¢ M Waugh 10
D Marillier Ibw b Fleming 0
M Vermeulen Ibw b Fleming 0
T Madondo ¢ M Waugh b McGrath 12
S Carlisle ¢ Healy b MeGrath ¥
G Lamb ¢ Blewett b Warne 47
B Moore-Gordon b Warne 5
E Brandes ¢ M Waugh b Wame 6
J Rennie ¢ M Waugh b Slater al
R Price lbw b Langer 5
M Mbangwa not out 163
kxtras: (b-8, Ib-7, w-6, nb-7) 27
Total: (All out in 54 4 overs) 76

Fall of wickets: 1-2: 2-6: 3-
20; 4-24; 5-25: 6-62: 7-70: 8-
105: 9-135.

Bowler: O M R w
McGrath 14 4 37 2
Fleming 9 4 16 3
Nicholson 2 0 8 0
Warne 17 7 50 3
Ponting 4 2 5 0
Slater 2.5 0 11 1
Langer 3 1 20 !
Healy 3 ] 14 0

Result: Australia won by

244 runs.

Azhar the
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of determination,” he said.

The former Indian opener
however felt that it would be
wrong to judge anyone on the
basis of his performance on the
wickets of the sub continent,
"Let’s wait till Australia. Here
the ball rarely comes above
your knees and in Australia it
will be near your ribcage. The
real test of an opener will on
pitches outside the sub conti-
nent."

Gandhi was however quick
to admit that he was terribly
nervous when he went out to bat
in the second innings. "There
was tremendous pressure.
Another failure would have
raised question marks against
me. | was a bit circumspect at

the beginnfig."The first few

runs eased the butterflies in my
stomach."

He also blamed himself for

failing to get a hundred. even
though there were doubts re-
garding his dismissal.

Former Manchester United superstar and French international Eric Cantona (L) in action
for the World selection during Sir Alex Ferguson's testimonial match against the present

United team at Old Trafford on October 11.

MANCHESTER,

S 1
r' F
Il England, Oct 12:

« Over 54,000 fans
1" turned out to
watch a Flittering

line-up of players
al Sir Alex Ferguson's
testimonial here on Monday in
which a Rest of the World XI
team beat Manchester United 4-
2. reports AFP,

Sir Alex caught everyone by
surprise when substituting the
World XI team en masse mid-
way through the second half by
a team ol former Manchester
United favourites in the sur-
prise of the night.

The fans were thrilled to see
the likes of Mark Hughes,
Bryan Robson, Steve Bruce,
Gary Pallister, Peter Schme-
ichel and, of course, Eric Can-
tona wearing United shirts once
again.

It was a great way of paying
back the supporters who have
helped make the game the most
lucrative benefit match in
British football.

By the time the gate receipts
from the 54,842 crowd and
television rights are added up,
Ferguson could be as much as
one million pounds (1.6 million
dollars) richer, although part of
the proceeds will go to charity.

Ferguson was delighted by
the turnout of the fans and so
many former players.

After the final whistle he
walked out on to the pitch hold-

r Alex honoured

ing the European Cup and said:
"l [!ust want to say thank you to
all the fans.

'l hope you've enjoyed the
night and it's been a marvellous
occasion for me and the players.

'l would also like to thank
all the players who have trav-
elled from all over Europe to
play tonight.

"I would also like to thank
Manchester United for putting
this on tonight and also my
family and my wife in particu-
lar. who's sitting up there - 1|
love her,

"It tells you how much plea-
sure I've had at Manchester
United in the 13 years when you
see the collection of great play-
ers I've had the privilege to
manage.

‘I'm a very lucky manager to
be able to see such a collection
here tonight.

"They are truly great players
and legends of this club Il?:nr ever
more,

The night was a total United
love-in as the club and the fans
reflected on Ferguson's reign of
13 glorious years in which he
has won 12 major trophies, in-
cluding last season’'s historic
Treble,

The VIP bok was packed with
the game's lhuminaries and Wal-
ter Smith, Graeme Souness, Joe
Royle, Danny Wilson, Brian Lit-
tle and Joe Kinnear rubbed
shoulders with showbusiness
stars such as Simply Red lead

— AFP photo

singer Mick Hucknall.

The noise level went up sev-
eral decibels when the man
himself walked out onto the
pitch.

Predictably the atmosphere
drained away once the match
began, although the immacu-
late Weah did his best to liven
up proceedings.

On 11 minutes he played
Cafu in on the right and the
Brazilian crossed for Chelsea
boss Gianluca Vialli to open the
scoring to boos from the home
fans.

Then on 33 minutes came
the belated arrival of Cantona
to a huge roar from the Old
Trafford faithful, although he
went off at half-time with
Schmeichel to prepare for the
big surprise.

By then United were level
alter Teddy Sheringham scored
just belore the interval.

Careca restored the Rest of
the World's lead before coach
Ottmar Hitzfeld made his big
switch, bringing on the old boys
who included David Beckham
among their ranks.

Now we had a game and
Hughes netted in the 74th
minute with a trademark vol-
ley.

Hughes scored again on 84
minutes, before Paul Scholes
pulled one back three minutes

later - but by then nobody cared
about the scoreline.

COLOGNE, Ger-
many, Oct 12:
Borussia Dort-
mund playmaker
Andreas Moeller,
a veteran with 85
caps. remains hopeful he might
win a recall to play for his
country but is sceptical it will
happen while Erich Ribbeck is
coach, reports AFP.

Moeller was dumped by Berti
Vogts after last year's World Cup
and made a scapegoat for Ger-
many s poor showing. Although
he was briefly recalled by
Ribbeck in February it now
looks as though the national
team coach has definitivel
dispensed with his services af-
ter saying he now has the squad
he needs for next year's Euro
2000 [inals,

'l sense that | won't play for
Germany again while Ribbeck
1s in charge.” Moeller told the
weekly magazine "Kicker". "l've
not hag any contact with him of
late. nbt that I'm angry in any
way about that.” '

Moeller, who at 32 is staring
more at retirement than a fresh
start. says he is not so worried
any more about is banishment
from national duties and has a
much more "casual approach”
to the situation.

But that's not to say he
wouldn't snap up an invitation
to play again for the national
side if Ribbeck were to relent.

‘T've always liked playing for
Germany. that hasn't changed.
As a footballer I believe in
striving for the highest there is
and that means playing for
your country.”

Moeller won a brief respite
in February when he took part
in the German Football Federa-
tion's barren trip to the US
which saw a brulal defeat at the
hands of the host nation and a
sub standard performance
against Colombia.

No one came back from that
mid-Bundesliga tour looking
squeaky clean but Moeller pai
for it especially hard. The
Colombia game was his last for
Germany.

The defending European
champions topped their group
on Saturday without him after
an unconvincing 0-0 draw with

Greek-Turkish
bid for .
Euro 2008 ?

ANKARA, Oct 12: A top Turk-
ish football official is p anning
to ask neighboring Greece that
the two countries bid to jointl
host the 2008 European foo
championship, the daily Mil-
}'}.}l;'tlft' reported Tuesday, reports

Moeller long 0

ANDREAS MOELLER
Turkey but that, Moeller says,
is no need to snatch up the ball
in pique and go home.

"Why should [ retire (from

the national side)," Moeller re-
sponded Monday defiantly.

r arecall

'Imagine this. Ribbeck's team
loses twice at the European
championships in the first
round and is eliminated.

"A couuple of days later Otto
Rehhagel is coach and says,
Andy I need you'. I don't want to
have to tell him, sorry I retired
in October 1999, Things change
c“:ickly in football, 1 know
that. I'll just keep on trying to
perform well at Dortmund and
everything else will just fall
into place.”

At the moment, Moeller is
considering his options once
his contract expires on June
30th next year knowing that he
hasn't many years left as a
player. His immediate goal
however is winning a third
league title with Dortmund,
adding to the successes of 1995
and 1996.

Dortmund are two points
clear at the top of the Bun-
desliga and have made a
promising start to the season
after a major summer injection
of new talent.

Sir Alex Ferguson acknowledging the fans applause at Old
Trafford after his testimonial game on October 11.

- AP;F photo

Sport

Euro 2000

AACHEN, Germany, Oct 12:
The four play-off ties for Euro
2000 in Belgium and Holland
next year will be known follow-
ing an unseeded draw at midday
(1000 GMT) here on Wednesday,
it was revealed on Tuesday, re-
ports AFP.

The eight teams involved in
the draw are 1992 European
champions Denmark, Slove-
nia, Turkey, Ukraine, England,
Republic of Ireland, Secotland

and Israel, who all finished
second in their qualifying
groups.

UEFA had been expected to
make a decision on whether the
draw would be seeded on
Wednesday morning, but a reli-
able source at UEFA told AFP
the decision for an unseeded
draw has already been taken.

The [irst legs will be on
November 13 or 14 with the re-
turn fixture on November 17.

The four winners will go di-
rectly into the Euro 2000 {inals
and the draw for that event will
be in Brussels on December 12.

England manager Kevin Kee-
gan, whose side {ust scraped
through into the play-offs, said:
"The important thing is to play
the second leg at home. The op-
ponent doesn't matter so much
though my preference would
probably be Israel.”

Ukrainian coach Josef Sz-
abo said much the same. "We are
clisaP inted we could not have
qualified directly. Now we
mustn't mess up our last chance
and for that reason | want the
return match in Kiev."

Israel is generally seen as
the weakest nation, with Repub-
lic of Ireland not close behind.

Presumably a tie against
Turkey with a return fixture in
Istanbul would not be most
coach's preference because of
the often intimidating atmo-
sphere.

~German hooligan .

admuits assault

ESSEN, Germany, Oct 12: A
German football fans accused of
assaulting a policeman during
the 1998 World Cup in France
said Monday that he carried out
the attack while drunk and up-
set by the death of his grand-
mother, reports AFP.

“I hit him once around the
chest or arms," Zawacki, 28,
told the court in a statement
read by his lawyer Wolfgang
Weckmuller.

The prosecution accuses
Zawacki of hitting the police-
man repeatedly with the butt of
grenade launcher, but the de-
fendant claimed he always be-
lieved he had used a bottle.
Three other fans also face
charges over the assaull whicl:

grabbed international head-
lines at the time.

Zawacki said he was "totally
drunk” at the time of the as-
sault. He had been "horrified" to
see press pictures showing him
bent over the policeman and
brandishing the grenade
launcher in his victim's face.

‘I am not a hooligan. | am a
supporter of the Schalke 04
club,” said Zawacki. "I am mak-
ing this statement because I am
horrified and still do not know
today what happened."

On top of death of his death
of grandmother two days before
the assault, Zawacki also
claimed that he had just failed
an exam which had destabilised
him further.

A 10-year-old boy who had
been kicking a ball with po-
liceman Daniel Nivel when the
attack took place gave evidence

to court in June this year.
"One hurled a plank at Mr
Nivel, one struck with his

hands and feet and another had
something like a beer a can or a
tear gas canister,” said the boy.
'l saw the policeman covered in
blood."

Nivel was left in a coma fol-
lowing the assault which took
place June 21 1998 in the
northern French city of Lens
where Germany were playing
Yugoslavia. He has since recov-
ered consclousness and been re-
leased from hospital.

X mascot!

SAINT ETIENNE, France.
Oct 12: Supporters of French
First Division side St Etienne
have selected a porn star as
their club mascot, it was re-
vealed Monday, reports AFP.

The 2,000-strong Magic Fans
club have chosen Elodie Cherie,
star of several x-rated French
porn movies, to carry the ban-
ner for the team know as the
“Verts” (greens).

A factory worker before
breaking into films, Elodie has
won several titles during her
career including the "hot d'or”
title in Cannes in 1996 and the
Jolden nymph title twice in

arcelona.

Mullally set to
sign for Hants

LONDON., Oct 12 (Internet re-
port): England paceman Alan
Mullally will sign a three-year
contract with ambitious Ham-
ﬁshire when he returns from

oliday next week.

Mullally has agreed to join
Australian leg-spinner Shane
Warne at the county ground
next season after reaching the
end of his contract at Leices-
tershire.

The 30-year-old left-arm
seamer has finally agreed terms
with Hampshire chairman
Brian Ford and will complete
his move from Grace Road next
Tuesday when his contract offi-
cially expires.

Mullally will be Hamp-
shire’s second major signing in
the last three weeks after Warrte
agreed to join the county as
their overseas player for next
season last month.

"It's my second spell with the
county and I'm looking forward
to coming back." said Mullally,
who played one first-class
match for Hampshire in 1988
before leaving to join Leicester-

| shire.
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All is not well in world
champs'dressing room

—

- PARIS, Oct 42
“ |AFP): Roger
= .4 Lemerre's future

T

as coach to world
champions Fran-
- ceisstill in the
balance this week but if he de-
cides to stay at the helm the
spotlight will be switched to the
career prospects of some of the
senior players. .

I

T

BLANC

France's 3-2 victory over Ice-

LAURENT

land. together with Russia's
bizarre 1-1 draw with Ukraine
in Moscow, ensured the World
Champions qualified automat-
ically for next year's European
Championships in Holland and
Belgium next summer as Group
Four winners.

But Lemerre, who succeeded
World Cup winning coach Aime
Jacquet after France 98, spent
the rest of the weekend hinting
very strongly - and sometimes
surreally - that he was prepar-
ing either to stand down or em-
bark on a major rethink of
team policy.

At the post-match press
conference a sombre Lemerre
said his mission was accom-
plished and he heightened spec-
ulation that he was about to
stand down when he was asked
Sunday if he would be in charge
for France's next match, a home
friendly with Croatia in
Novernber.

Lemerre replied: "God only
knows." .

But his position has been
strengthened by the fact that

France qualified direclly and

there is now growing specula-

tion that he could launch a
urge if he decides to remain in
is post.

If Lemerre decides to look to
the long term there would in-
evitably be questions about the
future of the older players such
as Laurent Blane, Didier De-
schamps and Marcel Desailly.

Veteran defender Blanc, a
stalwart of the World Cup win-
ning side although he missed
the final through suspension,
admitted as much Monday
when he told L'Equipe: "From
now until Euro 2000 there are
siX months anything could
happen. If it is decided that the
(2002) World Cup is the objec-
tive there could be some spring
cleaning.

"They should let us (the se-
nior players] know if we carry
on or if we stop.”

In an apparent warning that
the senior players would not go
quietly should Lemerre decide
to rebuild he said: "No-one has
managed to push us out yet."

Blanc's seniority in the team
is such that he is known as "the
President” in the France dress-
ing room.

Before the Iceland match
Lemerre had indicated that se-
nior players were exercising a
lot of influence in the dressing
roolIn.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at Clairefontaine Lemerre
had said: "If it (my job) is diffi-
cult it is because tge others (the
senior players) are very strong.
Sometimes the players push us
towards what they want and
sometimes one is ﬂghged to give
in and follow."

As well as coping with strong
personalities in the dressing
room Lemerre is also coexisting
with strong personalities in the
French Football Federation
(FFF). notably FFF president
Claude Simonet and the techni-
cal director Aime Jacquet, who
has an overseeing role in
French football.

Lemerre, right hand man to
Jacquet during the World Cup,
said: "We wi]F meet with the
technical director (Jacquet) and
president Simonet. We must
prepare the future of this team.
We must not focus on the Euro-
peans or the fact we are already
qualified (as holders) for the
World Cup. We must have a four-

year project.

That would imply that
Lemerre wants to get rid of the
old guard but it remains to be
seen after his behaviour over
the weekend if he wishes to
continue.

Already.the French press is
raising the names of potential
successors such as former in-
ternationals Jean Tigana and

MARCEL DESAILLY
Luis Fernandez and Arsenal
boss Arsene Wenger.

Simonet's response to
Lemerre's behaviour over the
weekend indicate that his
coach's future remains to be re-
solved.

Asked about his future
Lemerre had bizarrely said on
French TV. in an enigmatic
comrment that would have done
justice to former French inter-
national Eric Cantona: "If my
hat knows who I am voting for
will burn my hat."

Simonet replied with hu-
mour on a separate TV pro-
gramme to that remark, by say-
ing: "His hat will have to speak
to me and I hope the whole foot-
balling world will find the right
response.” |

But the FFF president later
admitted all was not well when
he said: "I admit that
(Lemerre's) language,gave me
many emotions. When 1 went
down to the dressing rooms
Saturday (after the match) | saw
Roger Lemerre's look was al-
ready far away. There was also
a lack of happiness in his gen-
eral behaviour."

Ronaldo’s guardian angels!

APPIANO GEN-
TILE. Italy, Oct 12:
[1ter Milan coach
Marcello Lippi
and Brazil's na-
Lional chief Wan-

derley Luxemburgo had a round
ol peace talks here in bid to end
their tug-of-love over Ronaldo,
reports AFP.

Inter have been working on
Ronaldo's form and fitness ever
since he returned

from the

World Cup linals with inflammed
knee tendons and the mental
scars of a blackout he suflfered
on the day of the final.

Club officials and observers
have in the past bBlamed Brazil's
handling of their ¢entre-for-
ward during the six-week' ex-
travaganza lor his ensuing year
of injury and poor form.

But both sides tried to bury
the hatchet in a meeting at In-
ter's training ground on Mon-
day, following Brazil's friendly
last weekend in Holland.

‘The important thing is that
it's in Inter's interest and
Brazil's that he only plays when
he's fit,"” said Lippi. "He mustn't
be ruined. We will keep each
other constantl intormed
about his state of fitness.

Lippi added: "Let's not forget
that Ronaldo is a lad of 23, with
all the strengths and weak-
nesses that his age implies. He
needs to be encouraged, but also
to be handled firmly and in a
very professional way."

Luxemburgo said he would
spare the likes of Ronaldo from
a future tour of Australia, but
that he would call him up for
the tougher friendlies.

"Like the one we have

agains! Spain in November," he
said. "The obvious thing is that,
unlike Lippi. | can only work
with Ronaldo every so often, so
[ need to be able to see him on
the pitch for 90 minutes.

"But that doesn't mean I'm
against Inter. On the contrary, I
want to work with them in or-

* der to take Ronaldo back to the

top of world football.
"He doesn't need much now
to make him the best.”

MARCELO LIPPI

LONDON, Oct 12:
Arsenal manager
Arsene Wenger
says he is shocked
at suggestions
that the English

Footbhall Association (FA) will
hit his star midfielder Patrick
Vieira with a five-match ban
for agitting at West Ham's Neil

Ruddock after being sent off for
the fourth time in his
Premiership career, reports
AFP.

Wenger insists that tough-
fJuy Ruddock, who he clearly be-
ieves provoked Vieira into his
reaction, should also be pun-
ished by the FA.

Vieira was charged with
misconduct by the FA after
lormer Tottenham and Liver-
pool defender Ruddock revealed
that the French international
had spat in his face during the
October 4 incident in which the
Arsenal player was sent off for
a second bookable foul on
striker Paolo di Canio.

Video evidence confirmed
Vieira's actions and it was later
revealed that police had also
sent the FA a report of him us-
h}ﬁ threatening behaviour to an
ofticer in the players' tunnel as
he walked off the field.

But now Wenger intends to
supply his own video~evidence
of the provocation he claims
Vieira endured throughout the
match - and particularly the 40-
yard rush Ruddock made to-

Roller skaters
fly to China

Sports Reporter

A six-member Bangladesh
roller-skating team will fly to
China tomorrow to take part in
the 8th Asian Roller Skating
Championship to be held in
Shanghai from October 16 to
23.

The team: Ashraful Alam
Masum, Sk Mohammad Anwar
Hossain, Delwar Hossain,
Shamsul Arefin, Lutfur Rah-
man (coach) and Kazi M Aman-
ullah (team leader).

wards him when releree Mike
Reed flourished the red card -
when he accompanies his
player at a personal hearing to
answer the charge.

And Frenchman Wenger in-

ARSENE WENGER
sists: "We know that Patrick
will be punished on video evi-
dence but why don't the people
who provoke him get punished

nger stands by Vieira

on the same evidence? Is it be-
cause they just talk nicely in
the next day's newspapers?

"When | read that Ruddock
says he was playing the nice guy
and just went over to calm
Patrick down, I find it quite
shocking.

“What he said after Lhe game
shocked me even more than
what he did on the field because
he must think that people are
stupid.

"What Patrick did was wrong
and everybody accepts that, in-
-::Iudingri{im. He spat and that
was too big a reaction. He has
apologised and doesn't say he's
not guilty - and he knows he has
to master his own behaviour.
Only he can do that.

"Bul 1 just think at some
stage anybody would have re-
acted to what was happening to
him and we've l?m to find some
way 1o punish the provocateurs
as well.

"If the FA punish people who
react they have to surely punish
those who provoke. That is only
fair. If the FA suspend him for
live matches | would be
shocked."

The

roller-skating delegation.



