Installation

CHANDPUR. Oct 12: The 26th installation ceremony of
Chandpur Rotary Club was held on Friday at Rotary Bh :

reports BSS.
Eminent writer and journalist S Abul Maksud attended

the function as the chief guest while President of Rotary Club,
C r. Dr S M Shahidullah was in the chair. The function
was , among others. by Dr M A Gafur, Prof Md Jakir
Hossain. Secretary Rotary Club,
President, Chandpur Press Club Qamruzzaman Chowdhury and
Rtn Abdul Ahad of Chittagong Rotary Club. Addressing the
fumction Syed Abul Maksud appreciated the humanitarian ser-
vice rendered by Chandpur Rotary Club on various occasions.
He urged the Rotarians to help the distressed in the rural areas.

31,000 arrested in 6 months

RAJSHAHI, Oct 12: Police arrested 31.000 people from dif-
ferent s of Rajshahi division on various charges in last six
months, reports UNB.

During the period, they also recovered 263 firearms, includ-
ing revolvers, |'i:l s and rifles, and 210 rounds of bullet. Of
the arrested, mnpeﬂple were wanted criminals while 177
held in arms cases, 36 caught on charge of terrorism and 11,494
in other cases. A total ol 101 cases were filed with various

thanas during the period.

Bus passenger stabbed, robbed

NARSINGDI, Oct 12: Armed dacoits stormed a Dhaka-bound
bus coming from Habiganj. near Baricha in Raipura thana on
Friday. reports BSS.

The dacoits stabbed four passengers and looted cash and
valuables, worth about Taka five lakh. Police sources said. a
group of dacoits, numberin,i about 10, boarded the bus in the

ise of passengers from Bhairab Bus Station. They attacked

e when the bus was crossing Baricha area, at about
9: . The dacoits robbed cash and valuables worth about
taka gv.r?c lakh from the passengers. After committing dacoity
the dacoits got down at Morjal in Raipura thana. Public caught
two dacoits. Babul, 30, and Nayan. 25, and recovered Taka 9,845
from them. The dacoits were handed over to the police,

Teachers' Day observed

MADARIPUR. Oct 12: International Teachers Day was ob-
served on October 5, reports BSS.
Madaripur Teachers Association arranged various pro-
ammes lo mark the day. A discussion was held at Alhaj
nuddin High School premises. President of the Teachers
Association Md Amzad Hossain was in the chair. Alhaj
Mubarak Ali and Principal Mahtabuddin Ahmed attended the
meeting as the chief guest and srecial guest respectively.
Speakers at the meeting emphasised the need for proper social
status and job security ot the teachers community. Later on
District Teachers Association brought out a rally, led by Amzad
Hossain., from the Alhaj Aminuddin High School premises
which paraded the main roads of the town.

2700 VGF cards allotted

CHUADANGA. Oct 12: The government has allotted a total of
2.700 VGF cards under special programme for distribution of 81
tonnes of foodgrains among the 2,700 destitute families of
Alamdanga, Darsana and Jibannagar Pourasabhas of the dis-
trict, reports BSS.

The distribution programme, for three months, began from
August 15. According to an official source, 900 cards have been
allotted for each of the three Pourasabhas. Each cardholder is
getting 10 of foodgrains every month, The programme will
continue till November 14 '99.

Computer training course

MANIKGANJ, Oct 12: A four-month computer training
course organised by the Youth Developrment Direclorate for un-
employed educated youths began at its office here last week, re-
ports 1)_’:55

A total of 24 youths both female and male from different
parts of the district are being imparted training on computer
technology. The trainees will be provided with loan by the di-
rectorate to invest in business. This is for the first time that ed-
ucated youths are being imparted training on computer tech-

nology.
o b e hat riv
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Abdul Hye Khan, Zonal manager of Fandpur Grameen
Bank distributing Raja Bodwa Award recently among the
recepients for their good performance

Fansat [ _:-

Abducted truck driver freed

RANGAMATI. Oct 12: A truck dnver who was abducted 18
days ago for ransom was released on Friday at Hathazari in
aichhari thana. police and local people said. reports BSS.
river Shah Alam was allegedly abducted by a gang of armed
tribal terrorists from Baghaihat in Bapghaichhari upazila on
September 19. They demanded Taka five lakh as ransom from
the victim. Driver Alam was carrving timber belonging to
Bangladesh Forest Development Corporation from Baghatihat
to Kaptai when he was kidnapped.

Smuggled goods seized

SATKHIRA, Oct 12: Bangladesh Ritles (BDR) seized contra-
band smuggled goods worth about Taka two lakh from different
border areas during the last one week. reports BSS.

According to an official source, the Y9th battalion BDR raided
several areas of Kaliganj upazila and seized contraband goods
smuggled into Bangladesh }n::-m India. The goods included bidi.

ar, salt. onion, spare parts of bicycle and 55 bottles of phen-
ﬁ] syrup. The goods worth about Taka two lakh were de-

sited to the Customs authorities and phensidyl syrup was
anded over to the Narcotics Control Department. None was ar-
rested in this connection.

Man killed in road accident

JHENAIDAH. Oct 12: One middle-aged man was killed and
five others were inured in a road accident on Jhenaidah-Khulna
highway at Kaliganj upazila on Thursday. reports BSS,

Police and hospital sources said, a Khulna-bound truck fell
into a road-side ditch near Raghunathpur under Kaliganj up-
azila. Ashraful Islam, 35, of Fultala in Khulna district died on
the spot. The five injured were admitied to Jhenaidah Sadar
Hospital. :

Two electrocuted

JESSORE. Oct 12: Two people were electrocuted when they
came in touch with a live wire at village Kanaidanga in
Keshabpur thana on Sunday. reports UNB.

Police said Abdur Rashid, 25, son of Shahadat Gazi and
Niser. 24. son of Jalal Gazi came in contact with the live wire
when a green bamboo touched an electric transmission line. At
that time they were cutting it down. Being informed by the vil-
lagers, police recovered the bodies.

Loan disbursed

MAGURA. Oct 12: Bangladesh Rural Development Board has
disbursed loan over Tk 3 4] crore among 3,559ﬁfﬂlagm under a
special rural project. reports UNB, '

Officials said BRDB also recovered over Tk 2. 83 crore from
its cuﬁﬁcrﬂtjve members who utilised the money in small pro-
ﬁa e cattle fattening. poultry farming, sewing and hurt]:r.':ul-

Crops on 22,000 acres damaged

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Oct 12: As the impaired portion of
Telipara-Basudevpur sluice gate remained unre . flood-
waters damaged standin%_;rm on about 22,000 acres of land
under Charai-Somepur Flood Control and Water Extraction
Sub-Project this year, reports UNB.

Al rtion of the embankment was b damaged
HEBPO ﬂmdarﬂitﬂnntyﬁhcr:—

the year's devasta
due to lack of fund. The local farmers. who suffered the
uge

loss, urged the authorities concerned to immeédiately re-
pair the embankment. g

dur-
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Rtn Tamal Kumar Ghosh,

NATORE, Oct 12: Despite
poor output this year, growers
are being compelled to sell jute
below their production cost in
the country's northern region,
including Natore. reports UNB.

"Growers in various jute
markets of the region are sell-
ing jute below the production
cost in absence of competitive
buyers,” said an official.

He said 1,11,047 hectares of
land were brought under culti-
vation of "Tosha” variety of jute
and 70,821 hectares under local
variety in 16 northern districts
this year with an estimated

grnductinn target of 1.10.470
7 bales respec-

ales and 6,61,
tively.

Some 8159 hectares of land
were brought under cultivation
in six thanas of Natore district
against 20,300 hectares last
year.

A visit by the journalists to
different markets, including
Bonpara, Nondigram. Dhanai-
doha. Sherpur. Baneshwar,
Dashuria and Muladuli, showed
that local variety of jute was
selling at Tk 220-240 per
maund while Tosha variety Tk
280-320.

Jute grower Hatem Mollah.
who was waiting with 15
maunds of jute at Bonpar*
in Sadar thana, said this year

they had to spend on an average
360 for producing one

Tk

National

Growers selling jute |
below output cost

ML

maund of Tosha variety while
270 for local variety.

"But we have to sell jute be-
low production cost for lack of
competitive buyers although
the supply in the hat is rela-
tively poor this year,"” he said.

"Due Lo bitter experience of
the previous years, | cultivated
jute on five bighas of land this
year only to meet my household
requirements,” said Ershad Ali
Mondol of Rashidpur village in
Gurudaspur thana.

Experts said that the farm-
ers would stop production of
jute in near future if the gov-
ernment fails to come up with
remedial measures to salvage
the sinking sector.
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Begum Motia Chowdhury,

Minister for Food and Agriculture inaugurating a three-day

programme recently on "Annual Research Review Workshop" at BINA in Mymensingh.
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Traditional boat race

Sylhet Municipality on Thursday afternoon arranged a colourful boat race in the River

Surma.

— Star photo

in some dists

Five unnatural deaths have
been reported recently in the
districts of Magura, Thakur-
gaon and Naogaon. report agen
cies . _

A total of 165 people al-

[egedlﬁ committed suicide in
four t

in the last eight months.

L DfLthe deaths, 8B4 were re-
orted from Sadar thana, 41
rom Muhammadpur, 25 from
Sripur and 15 from Shalikha
thanas.

Dowry. Abrupt ending of
love affair, family feud, com-
plex diseases and poverty were
said to be the reasons behind
the unnatural deaths.

Police said some 288 people
committed suicide in Magura

anas of Magura district -

district in 1998.

Three boys, two of them
brothers. drowned in separate
incidents in Baliakandi thana
in Thakurgaon district on Fri-
day.

The victims were identified as
Ashamoni. Dulal and Abir.

Villagers said Ashamoni
and Dulal went .to nearby field
with their mother and drowned
in a ditch as their mother was
busy in grazing cows. Abir
drowned in a canal adjuscent to
their house.

Another report from
Manikganj says: A worker of
Monno Fabricks. Khokon, 25,
was electrocuted in Gheor thana
as he came in contacl with a
live wire on Saturday. The

mishap was said to have oc-
curred due to an electric short-
circuit.

Two persons Including a girl
were killed and three others
injured in two separate road ac-
cidents in Patnitola and Ma-
hadevpur upazillas of Naogaon
district last week,

Eve witnesses said, a young
potalo trader Ariful died on the
spot when a truck turned turtle
on Dhamairbhat road in Patni-
tola upazilla. Three persons
were injured in the incident.
They have been admitted to
Patnitola Health Complex.

A seven -year-old girl
Supriti was run over by a speed-
ing bus near Mahadevpur bailey

 bridge. She died on the spot.

_ puller died on the
. Santhia police.

Poll campaign
gets momentum

in Chakaria
Pourasabha

CHITTAGONG, Oct 12:
Election campaign has got mo-
mentum in Chakaria

Pourasabha in Cox's Bazar dis-
trict, reports BSS.

The election toe Chakaria
Pourasabha is scheduled to be
held on October 24. This elec-
tion could not be held earlier
hecause of some legal complica-
tions. said local thana admin-
istration sources,

Four persons are on the race
for one post of chairman while
more than 50 are contesting for
nine posts ol ward commis-

SINIEers.
Urs

By Staff Correspondent

The annual Urs of Garib-e-
Newaz Hazrat Khaja Moinuddin
Chisty Ajmeri will be held on
Saturday (Razab 6, Hizri 1420)
at Garpara Imam Bari Darbar
Sharif in Manikganj district.

Elaborate programmes have
been chalked out on the occa-
sion. The programmes include
Ziarat, Kawali. discussion on
the life of Garib-e- Newaz,
Akheri Munajat and distribu-
tion of sweets. The programmes
will begin on Razab | and con-
clude on Razab 7.

Killer to die,
4 accomplices
to suffer life term

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. Oct 12: A court here
last week condemned one per-
son to death and four others to
suffer life sentences for murder-
ing a man.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Jahangir
Hossain pronounced the verdict
in the rickshaw van puller
Rajab Ali Pramanik murder
case.

The death sentenced was
passed against Rafiqul Islam,
son of Yusuf Ali Fakir. Four lif-
ers are Moksad Ali, Sahadat
Hassain alias Sahar. Jakirul
Islam and Idirs Ali.

Four others-- Ramzan Ali.
Selim, Aziz and Liton, however,
were acquitted.

; Accurml ég ggsecuuun
story, on 3 4, aga
of robbers attacked a ric a:%
van in Santhia thana and dur-

ing the attack the van puller
was stabbed to death. TIF: van

A case was

3 bodies recovered

in Khulna

KHULNA, Sept 12:Police re-
covered three bodies, including
a minor girl, from different
parts ol the district todav. re-
ports UNB. )

One ol the dead was identi-
fied as Abdul Halim a night
guard of residence of a physi-
cian in the town.

The police said, a group of
dacoits went (o the residence of
Dr ATN Monzer Kabir in Ful-
tala area Sunday night and
strangulated Halim to death.

The dacoils then snatched
away the key of the gate from
him, entered the premises and
li]f't.ed a molorcycle and a bicy-
cle

On information, police re- .
covered the body of Halim from
a dustbin near the house this
IT'.IUI'HII'I[ET.

The body of an unidentified
young man, roped in the neck,
was recovered [from near the
Roads and Highways Depart-
ment office at Shiromoni in the
LowT.

The body of a snake-bitten
minor girl was recovered from
the Bhairab river in Digholia
thana. i

Police said the body, floating
from Shibbari Mondir in Kalia
thana of Narail district, was

r:arr{tn a declaration of Tk
one lakh cash award if anyone
(ojha) can bring back her life.

Meanwhile, police recovered
another decomposed body of a
young men [rom Malabhanga
in Battaghata thana Sunday
night.

Separate cases have been
lodged with the palice.

Erosion takes
serious turn
in Jamalpur

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Oct 12: Erosion
by the River Old Brahmaputra
has taken an alarming turn in
recent days. threatening
Brahmaputra flood protection
eimnbankment on the Jamalpur-
Sherpur lerry ghatoint.

An official of the Water
Development Board said water
level of the river fell sharply re-
cently. triggering erosion.

The Jamalpur-Sherpur fee

der road has also been
threatened. The Roads and
Highways Department has

taken steps to protect the road.

L.
mged with |

Blacksmiths pass hard
days in Kishoreganj

KISHOREGANJ, Sept 12 The
blacksmiths here are facing fi-
nancial ruin for lack of patron-
1sation and price hike of raw
materials, reports UNB.

Some 10.000 blacksmiths
here are (smasing their days in
great hardship for long. They do
not get fair price for their prod-
uels due to lack ol marketin
facilities. They are forced to sell
their goods al less than the Dro-
duction cost.

A large number of bliack-
smiths have already deserted
their age-old profession and

turned day-labourers for mere
survival.,

Blacksmiths are mostly
concentrated in Katiadi, Hos-
sainpur. Pakundia. Tarail.

Itna. Nikli, Austagram. Mita-
moin, Bajitpur. Sadar, Kuliar-
char, Bhairab and Kari :
According to the black-
smiths, prices of their finished

“products went down in the past

ew years while raw materials
have become dearer.:
They make dao, boli. axe,

knife. and eother essential agri-
implements and sell in the lo-
cal markets.

The blacksmith community
urged the authorities to provide
them with short-lerm loan andl
necessarv palronage fo help
them carry on with their ances-
tral occupation.

Housewife
gangraped

From A Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 12: A
housewile was gangraped at vil-
lage Barobachara under
Shahajadpur thana on Friday
night. |

Villagers said three neigh-
bours-- Soiful, Azad and Amod-
- entered the house and ra
the 25-year-old woman at gun
point. Her husband was not pre-
sent in the house.

Rapists left the place, leav-

-ing the woman. mother of three

cé‘}_llgren. Unconscious.

Acute fish scarcity
in Jamalpur

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Octl2: Scar-
city of fish has been acute this
year in the district, triggering
price-hike.

Fishes, especially sweet wa-
ter fishes, have almost disap-
peared from water bodies in re-
cent days.

Local [ish traders said
species such as ruhi, katla,
mrigel, kalbaush, chital, koi,
magur, shing, shol, gazar, boal,
pabda, sar-puti, tengra. puti and
khoira are nuwcﬁelting dearer

as supplies dwindle in markets.
Fishenies Department offi-

cials said use of pesticides and
chemical fertilisers on crop-
lands is polluting waters of
heel, haor, canals and rivers,

the natural sources of fish,

hampering production.

Besides, in most of the water
bodies fish is being cultivated
in unplanned way, they added.
Moreover, fishing of fries is one
of the main reasons for the de-
cline. '

IInplanned excavation of

canals and construction of em-
bankment and dams have been
blamed for causi harm to

natural water flow in beel. haor

and small rivers. This eventu-
ally is affecting the fish pro-
duction.

5 police camps
to be set up
In Magura

MAGURA, Octl12: In a
move to replace vandalism with
law and order, the government
has decided to set up five police
camps here at a cost of Tk 25
lakh. reports UNB.

Folice Super M Akbar Ali
said the police camps would be
set up at Shatrujitpur, Shingra,
Nakol, Raghobdair and Lalgol-
badh Bazar.

He said the works on the pro-
ject have already begun and are
expected to be completed this
year.

o T .,'-.'::

reen Village programme
Delwar Hossain,

Director,

Agriculture Extension

Department speaking as the chief guest at the inaugural
function eof a farmers’ training course on summer fruits
cultivation technology held recently at Surirhat, in’

Rangpur district under Green Village Programme.

and hand writing.

.......
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Magura unit of Theatre has undertaken a teching pro-
gramme for children on painting, music, recitation acting

&,,;-
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| The conference of Jhenidah district unit of .Jatiyo Party
was held recently at the local municipality auditorium.
— Star photo

Ruhul Iqlﬂm Chnwdhur}r, P;'Jaiden; -.nf S}rlher district

unit of the Institute of Diploma Engineers speaking
recently at a meeting of diploma engineers of Power

Development Board in Sylhet.

—Star photo

Sanjib, 35,
20, Harun,
Ullah,
Chand Mia. 25, Minu, 30, Rasel,
‘14, Shafiqul Islam. 24, Azizul
Hoque, 28, Abul Hasan, 16. were

_j;l;nensinghl;
DIARY

"Chhatra Samaj

leader shot dead

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Oct 12: A
leader of Jatiya Chhatra
Samaj. student front of Jatiya
Party was shot dead and an-
other received serious injuries
when a Emup of assailants at-
tacked them at Maskanda area
recently.

The victim was identified as
Samiul Basir, 30. a resident of
Charpara area of the town.
Police said, Basir was playing
chess at a club in Naskanda
area alongwith his [riends in
the afternoon. Parul. daughter
of Mokbul Hossain, driver of
the same area called Basir and
his friend Liton out of there.
She requested them to go to
their house. After reachin
there, some assailants attack
them with firearms and sharp
weapons in a pre-planned way
killing Basir on the spot and in-
juring Liton critically, Liton
was rushed to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH).

Police arrested six sons
identified as driver Mukbul
Hossain, Matin, Ramjan, Parul.
Parvin and Kamala. Begum
Rawshan Ershad, local Jatiyo
Party MP visited the spot.

Power remains cut

off for 12 hours

The supply of electricity
supply remained disrupted for

nearly 12 hours in greater
M}rmensin%h region due to
snapping ol an electric wire re-
cently.

According to official
sources, electricity went ouf at
about 8.30 pm on Tuesday night
which continued till 8.15 am on’
Wednesday. As a result five dis-
tricts plunged into deep dark-
ness. The districts are
Mymensingh, Netrokona.
Kishoreganj Jamalpur and
Sherpur.

Executive Engineer of
Electricity Distribution Divisi-
on-1 Palin Kanti Saha said that
after a long drive they found a
snapped wire at a remote village
in Kishoreganj district. The

wire was snaped from 1,32000

KV supply line. For want of

electricity 20 local dailies could

not be published in
Mymensingh. Production in

mills and factories was also se-

riously affected due to electric-
ity crisis,

30 AL. workers hurt

in road mishap

At least 30 leaders and ac-
tivists of rulling Awami League
and its front organisations
were injured, 15 of them criti-
cally in a road accident at
Bharaduba village in Bhaluka
thana here on Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway recently.

According to police, a mo-
torcade of 13 vehicles boardin
more than five 500 leaders an
activists of Iswarganj thana
unit of Awami League and its
lront organisations led by
Abdus Sattar, MP of AL was go-

ing to attend the rousing recep-

tion to Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina at Paltan

Dhaka. Two vehicles of the

motorcade skidded off the road

after hittin% a tank lorry injur-
e.

ing 30 peop

Maidan in

Of the iﬂured. Harun. 25,
asjihur* 32. Osman,
35, Zia. 25, barkat

18, Abul Hossain, 18,

admitted to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
(MMCH]).

Death condoled

Vice-Chancellor of Bangla-

desh Agricultural University
(BAU) Prof Muhammed Hussain
condoled the death of Dr Md
Nasim. former professor of
Veterinary Science Department
recently.

In a condolence message, the
VC expressed his deep shock at
the sad demise of Nasim and
prayved for salvation of the de-
parted soul. He also expressed
dﬂ:ﬂ sympathy to the members

[ the bereaved family. He re-
called the outstanding contri-
bution of late Nasim to the de-
velopment of Veterinary and
Animal Husbandry education
and research in the country.

Life térm for
acid thrower

A court here sentenced one
person to life term in jail on
charge of throwing acid re-
cently..

The court also fined Taka
2,000 in default to suffer one
year more rigorous Iimprison-
ment (RI). e convicted was
identified as Abdul Barek alias
Khokon, son of Mukbul

of village Churali ig,

uripur
thana, P



