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Australian PM
calls for urgent
talks with Jakarta

CANBERRA. Australia, Oct
11 : Australia was seeking
ent hi
ndonesia alter its troops were

fired on by members of the

Indonesian army, Prime

Minister John Howard said to-

day. reports AFP.

Troops attached to the

Australian-led multinational

security force (Interfet) in East
Timor were on patrol Sunday

near the border between East
and West Timor when they were
fired on by pro-Indonesian
militias accompanied by mem-
bers of the Indonesian military

and returned fire in self de-
fence.

An Indonesian commander

later admitted his troops had
attacked Australian troops, be-
lieving they had crossed the
border into West Timor.
Howard told parliament
Monday the Australian gov-
ernment regarded the incident

in the most serious terms and

sald he was seeking to have dis-
cussions with Jakarta as soon
as possible. .

"Interfet
the incident took place in East
Timor,” Howard said. "It shows
that some elements in TNI (the
Indonesian military) may be
disregarding the terms of the
UN Security Council resolution
1264 and continuing to support
militia groups.”

Australia would also make
its concerns known to United
Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan. the Australian prime
minister said.

Typhoon Dan

death toll
rises to 34

BEIJING, Oct 11! Typhoon
Dan which struck the south-
eastern Chinese province of
Fujian over the weekend has
left a total of 34 people dead and
hundreds injured, local offi-
cials said Monday, reports AFP.

The 14th typhoon to hit the
region this year caused the
deaths of 16 people in the city of
Quanzhou, 10 in Zhangzhou
and eight in Xiamen, officials
at local civil affairs bureau told
AFP.

More than 1.400 people were
injured in the storm, with
dozens seriously hurt, they
said.

Most of the deaths were in
collapsed buildings as winds
reached up to 144 kilometres
(90 miles) an hour,

The typhoon was the
strongest to” hit Xiamen since
1959.

Economic losses were still
being assessed but local offi-
cials said they could be the
highest caused by a typhoon in
recent years.

In Quanzhou, local officials
estimated losses to be more
than 1.2 billion yuan (144 mil-

‘Hion dollars) as of Monday,

while the China Daily said
losses in Zhangzhou stood at
two billion yuan (240 million
dollars).

Heavy rains and wind
brought road. railway and air
traffic in the region to a stand-
still on Saturday as more than
23.000 houses were flooded.
1.500 homes collapsed and
35.000 acres of farmland
flooded.

Six students
killed in US

road accident

COLLEGE STATION, Texas.
Oct 11: Six college students on
their way to a fraternity party
were killed yesterday wﬁen the
driver of a pickup truck appar-
ently fell asleep at the wheel
and ran them over, police said,
reports Reuters.

The students were walking
along a highway near the cam-
pus of Texas A&M University
when the accident occurred.

Blood tests showed the
driver, 18-year-old Texas A&M
student Brandon Kallmeyer,
had not been drinking before
the accident, said Ma
Patterson of the College Station

police department.

the hospital and
lest. We don't thin

"He volunteered and went to
ot a blood
there's al-

cohiol involved in it. I think he

Jfglﬂ fell asleep at the wheel,”

allerson told reporters.

Schroeder loses
sixth state polls
this year

BERLIN. Oct 11 : German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
suffered his sixth straight state
election loss this year in Berlin
Sunday as his Social
Democrats (SPD) plunged to
their lowest t-war score in
the capital. according to provi-
sional results, reports :

But SPD leaders said their
centre-left party had stabilised
Irom its nation-wide electoral
free-fall as the result was not
much worse than the previous
Berlin parliament ballot in
1995 and better than had been
predicted.

The conservative Christian
Democrats (CDU), which rule in
Berlin in a coalition with the
Social Democrats. won the vote
but not an absolute majority. as
some polls had forecast.
Former East German commu-
nists did well in the poll, con-
tinuing to show strength in
eastern Germany, but were
third, behind the . :

SPD Secretary General-des-
ignate Franz Muentefering said
the score was "not satisfactory”
but still represented a “slahli-{-
sation at a low level” sho
the chancellor's party had re-
covered nationally “from the
lowest depths.”

The Social Democrats have

already this year lost state elec-
tions in Hesse in February and

in September in Saarland.
Brandenburg. Thuringia and
Saxony, as voters reject
Schroeder's austerity policies

and condemn bickering in the
SPD.
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" Free East Timorese from

‘concentration camps’
(Gusamo appeals to Indonesia

MELBOURNE, Australia,
.Oct 11: East Timor's resistance
leader Xanana Gusmao ap-
?ealed to Indonesia Monday to
ree the tens of thousands of
displaced East Timorese from
the "concentration camps” of
West Timor, reports AFP.

He also made a personal plea
to the Indonesian parliament's
newly appointed chairman,
Amien Rais, to halt the perse-
cution of thousands of Tim-
orese residents in Indonesia
and shut down the Kopassus
special forces whom he branded
"the real criminals” of East
Timor.

"We appeal to the Indonesian
government to act in a way
which Is consistent with the

rocess of democratic reform in
ndonesia itself." Gusmao told
almost 5,000 supporters at a
rally here.

"We invite the Indonesian
government to prove the sin-
cerity of its political good will

® which can only help to lift the

shame brought upon the coun-
try by a handful of generals.”

Gusmao received a thunder-
ous welcome as he entered the
Melbourne Tennis Centre after
a day meeting political leaders,
union and church representa-
tives and addressing a packed
news conference.

Gusmao told reporters ear-
lier the East Timorese had al-
waﬁs been ready to accept the
risk of armed struggle against
Indonesia and were now pre-
pared to accept the high cost of
their independence and free-
dom.

But he admitted: "The bar-
barism of the Indonesian gen-
erals was not exf»ected by myself
and my people in such a
dimension."

He warned that the same
Indonesian military responsi-
ble for the deaths of so many
East Timorese people were also
still killing Achenese people,

the people of Irian Jaya and the
people of Ambon among others.
“The Indonesian military
have to be taught to accept in-
ternational values, the values
of democracy, the values of jus-
tice ... because what happened
in East Timor was very, very
unjustified,” Gusmao said.
Gusmao also blamed the
Indonesian military for pro-
voking a weekend incident in
which Indonesia has said

Australian troops killed an

Indonesian police officer at the
border of East and West Timor.

In his speech to supporters,

which was eloquent despite its
delivery in halting English,
Gusmao thanked
for standing "side-by-side” with
the East Timorese at a time

when East Timor was consid-
ered a closed case.

"You were there with us,
crying with us. sharing our an-
guish. feeling our despair.”
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-Angry East Timorese shouts at Indonesian soldiers loading cargoes on an Indonesian Navy

landing ship (background at right) at the Dili port yesterday.

Timorese blamed the

. Indonesian military behind the militia violence which reduced East Timor into ashes after

| East Timor voted for independence on August 30.

— AFP photo

Russia dismisses Chechen

GROZNY, Russia, Oct 11:
Russia's top security officials
said Monday they were not
aware of a peace proposal by
Chechnya's leader and would
press ahead with a military
campaign against the rebellious
republic in southern Russia, re-
ports AP,

Chechnya's President Aslan
Maskhadov vutlined a peace
plan Sunday, saying he would
crack down on renegade war-
lords if Russia pulls its troops
from Chechen territory.

But Defence Minister Igor
Serﬁe_-,rev and Interior Minister
Vladimir Rushailo said they
hadn't heard of the plan and
didn't appear to show much in-
terest in the details.

"l am not aware of Maskha-
dov's statement.” Rushailo told
the Interfax news agency. “The
anti-terrorist campaign in
Chechnya will continue,”

Russian and Chechen forces
clashed over the weekend along
the Terek River. which cuts
across the northern third of
Chechnya and has effectively
become the front line separat-

ing the two sides.

The Chechens said they in-
flicted heavy casualties and re-
took positions in the villages of
Chervlennaya and
Chervlennaya -Uzlovaya.
which the Russians seized last
week.

The Russians moved into
Chechnya two weeks ago seek-
ing o establish a security zone
that will prevent Chechen mili-
tants from invading other re-
gions in southern Russia.

So far, the Russians have
moved cautiously and have not
attempted to storm the Chechen
capital Grozny. though they are
only 25 kilometres (15 miles)
away at the nearest point.

The Russians have not said
what they plan to do next, but
have not ruled out an assault on
Grozny., a city that remains
badly damaged from the 1994-
96 war.

“If Chechens ... ask us to lib-
erate Grozny from the bandits,
we will do so,” Sergeyev, the de-
lence ministry, said in a televi-
sion interview Sunday.

In his peace proposal,

peace proposal

Maskhadov called for Russia to
immediately end “all combat
actions” and said the two sides
should observe the basic prin-
ciples oullined in a 1997 peace
accord signed following the
previous Chechen war. which
gave Chechanya effective inde-
pendence.

Maskhadov's plan was the
most detailed peace proposal to
date, but did not appear to be
generating any interest from
the Russians, who have said
they have no immediate plans
Lo negotiate,

"Our goal is to eliminate all
bandit formations and abso-
lutely exclude any conditions
for their revival™ in Chechnya,
Russian Prime Minister
Vladimir Pulin said in an in-
terview with Russia’s RTR tele-
vision that aired Sunday.

Maskhadov acknowledged
that Chechen fighters, operat-
ing outside the authority of his
government, took part in the
incursions into neighbouring
Da%estan in August and Sept-
ember. sparking the current
conflict.
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Palestinians bearing pictures of their loved ones stage a protest march in the northern
West Bank village of Salfit Sunday over the delay in the release of aronnd 150 Palestinian
prisoners from Israeli jails. The detainees were due to leave jail on October 8 under the
terms of a peace accord but Israel postponed the release because of a dispute with the

Palestinians over the criteria determining who should go free.

Jailed Canadian journalist freed:

A Canadian regurter was [reed from prison Monday after

serving four

ment

wee

s for contempt of court, the first such punish-
anded out to a journalist in any commonwealth country

in 50 years, AP reports from Kuala Lumpur.
"l am okay,” said Murray Hiebert, 50, as he was driven out of
the Seremban Prison, on the outskirts of the Malaysian capital.

Kuala Lumpur. Hiebert. the local bureau chie

for the Far

Eastern Economic Review, was sentenced to six weeks in prison
on September 11 after he lost an appeal against his 1997 convic-
tion. A court found him guilty of contempt for an article about a
lawsuit filed by a {'udge's wife against the Kuala Lumpur

International School for dropping

team.

er son from the debating

8 escape from Philippine jail:

Eight prisoners charged with murder, rape
before dawn Monday by sawing through the iron grill in

esca

and other crimes

the window of their cell in a central Philippine province,
oflicials said. AP rr.-ﬁorts from Manila.

Police were searc
Viejo in lloilo, officia

said. Regional jail su

inF for the escapees in the town of Barotak
s

rintendent

Danilo Barbasa said two guards noticed the jailbreak shortly
after midnight and prevented other prisoners from escaping.
The jail has about 50 prisoners, all undergoing trial on various

criminal charges.

Belaunde new PM of Peru: rres

dent Alberto Fujimori on Sunday said he has picked prominent

lawyer Alberto Bustamante

elaunde as his new prime

minister. replacing Victor Joy Way, who resigned to run for

cunﬁs. AP re
jimori sai

of his entire Cabinet as all of its 15 members resign
Way's departure. Under the constitution, when a
quits, the entire Cabinet must also resign. Joy

from Lima.
he will announce this week the new make-up

ed after Joy
minister
ay. who also

held the Economy portiolio. resigned Friday to comply with an

election
midnight
election.

Joint war
Military personnel
Singapore
exercise in S
reports from Singapore.

ulation that req

uired Cabinet members to resign b
day to qualify for the April 9, 2000, congressiona

- -'.
es begin in S
rom Australia, Malaysia. New

and the United Kingdom began a 10-day joint land
ingapore on Monday, government officials said, AP

res

saland,

The countries are all members of the Five Power Defense

Arrangements. or FPDA. a

group formed in 1971 to bolster

regional security and protect Malaysia and Singapore from
external threats such as communism.

‘New BJP govt

to collapse
within 6 months’

NEW DELHI, Oct 11: India's
Hindu nationalist-led alliance
will collapse within six months
of assuming office. an opposi-
tion leader said today, reports
AFP.

'l give the government six
months to fall into disarray due
to their internal contradic-
tions,” Mulayam Singh Yadav
of the Sccialist Party told re-
porters here.

"Let us see how the coalition
shares power among its part-
ners.

Yadav, who was defence
minister in a centre-left coali-
tion government in 1996-98, de-
fied most opinion polls to lead
his party to win 24 seats in re-
cent elections to the 545-mem-
ber parliament.

Yadav is a bitter critic of
Prime Minister Atal Behari
\Fajﬁayea'a Hindu nationalists.

is remarks came before
Vajpayee was appointed prime
minister for a second term
Monday by Indian President
K.R. Narayanan and invited to
form a government.

The government, to be sworn
in Wednesday, will include rep-
resentatives from more than a
dozen parties,

Megawati rated

best leader

JAKARTA, Oct 11: Indone-
sian presidential favourite
Megawati Sukarnoputri eclip-

“Ses her rivals in her ability fo

handle major issues confron-
ling the country, including
corruption and economic crisis,
a poll published today shows,
reports Reuters.

Ahead of the October 20 pres-
idential election, the poll in the
respected Kompas daily found
about two in three of those sur-
veyed felt Megawati could
tackle corruption and the eco-
nomie crisis and maintain se-
curity and national unity.

Less than one third said the
incumbent president B.J.
Habibie, was capable of dealin
with the economic crisis an
fewer than one in five said he
could deal with the other issues.

The poll asked 1,158 people
in four major cities to rate the
capabilities of six leading can-
didates for the presidency and
vice-presidency.

It is the latest to show the
public does not want Habibie re-
elected after his tumultuous 16-
month rule following the down-
fall of his mentor and predeces-
sor. the autocratic Suharto.

Habibie's Golkar party be-
gins a two-day meeting today
which is expected to reaffirm

Congress to join hands
with former rebels
to form state govt

BOMBAY. Oct 11: India's op-
position Congress party said
today it was hopeful of joining
hands with a rival splinter
gmuF to oust Hindu national-
ists from the politically promi-
nent state of Maharashtra, re-
ports AFP.

Congress leaders were hold-
ing talks with the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) -- formed
in June by three Congress rebels
who challenged the suitability
of Italian-born party president
Sonia Gandhi as a candidate for
prime ministeér,

"We are trying our best to
form a government together.
The talks are at an advanced
stage and the signs are very
hopeful," said state Congress
parH treasurer Vijaly Kalantri.

aharashtra is India’'s most
industrialised state. The state
capital is Bombay, the country's
financial hub.

Before and during state and
national elections in
Maharashtra, Congress and the
NCP had categorically ruled out

any possibility of an allfance,
as their respective leaders vili-
fied each other during cam-
paigning.

olitical expediency, how-
ever, has produced a dramatic
turnaround.

The Congress emerged as the
largest party in the 2B8-mem-
ber state legislature with 75
seats, while the NCP grabbed 56.

Combined, the two parties
could wrest control of the legis-
lature from the incumbent
coalition of the Hindu nation-
alist BJP party and the right-
wing Shiv Sena -- which only
managed 127 seats

State Congress party chief
Prataprao Bhosale sent a for-
mal letter late last week to the
NCP seeking cooperation in
forming a new government "to
keep out communal elements.”

Hectic meetings have been in
E‘l:"ﬁgress ever since, even as

th parties have been demand-
ing apologies for election cam-

paign slurs.

‘Jakarta drops probe into

Suharto corruption

JAKARTA, Oct 11;
Indonesian’ govermment on
Monday announced it was
dropping an investigation into
former president Suharto over
suspected misuse of funds and
abuse of power, citing lack of
evidence, reports AFP.

“The attorney general's office
has decided to halt the in-
vestigation because of weak ev-
idence regarding indications of
abuse of funds." acting Attorney
General Ismujoko said after
meeting President B.J. Habibie.,

He said the investigation
only concerned alleged misuse
of funds gathered from state
companies a Suharto-con-
trolled foundation, the
Darmais Foundation.

It has not been proved the
Dharmais foundation has mis-
used funds obtained from the
obligatory contribution of five
percent of the profit of state
companies, Ismujoko said.

e said that based on infor-
mation from the then finance
ministers, the funds were used
"for social purposes” and were
not lent to commercial inter-
ests,

The foundation, along with
six others that were also con-

The

"The investigation can be re-
opened if new evidence is
found," Ismujoko said.

President B.J. Habibie, who
was handed the final report of
the probe by Ismujoko earlier
in the day, made no comment,
Ismujoko said.

Government officials,
cluding Justice Minister and
State Secretary Muladi, have
said that the attorney general
would only deal with the legal
aspect of the probe.

The political aspect will be

dealt with by Coordinating
Minister for Development Sup-
ervision Hartarto Sastro-
sunarto, Muladi has said.
., The political side of the
probe is concerned with
whether Suharto issued any
laws, decrees or regulations
that may have favoured people
such as his children or close
business cronies.

in-

Habibie was quoted by the
Tempo weekly in an interview
published Monday as saying
that cases of corruption, collu-
sion and nepotism could not be
settled in just a few months.

"We should see the case of
(former Philippine) president

the Richter scale struc
(10:00 am BST), with its epicen-
ter 32 km west of Hualien in
eastern Taiwan. It origi
nine km underground,
Seismology Center said. No ca-
sualties were

— AFP photo | the party’s support for his re- | (rolled by Suharto, has since  Marcos that was only fnishe
Antinuclear | White House pushes to avert
sentiment rises
in Japan Senate defeat of CTBT

TOKYO, Oct 11 : Forty-two
per cent of Japanese oppose
pushing ahead with a nuclear
power programme, ﬂutstﬂrplping
pro-nuclear supporters, [ollow-
ing the nation’'s worst nuclear
accident, a poll showed today,
reports AFP.

The Asahi Shimbun news-
paper conducted the telephone
survey on Friday and Saturday
across the nation, covering
1.507 people of whom 68 per
cent responded,

The poll showed one third of
the 42 per cent said they started
[eeling opposition to promoting
a nuclear power program after
the September 30 disaster.

The survey showed 35 per
cent were still pro-nuclear even
alter the accident. with 23 per-
cent making no response.

A total of 49 people were ex-
posed to potentially deadly nu-
clear radiation at a troubled
uranium processing plant in
Tokaimura, northeast of
Tokyo. in the world's worst nu-
clear accident since Chernobyvl

in 1986.

Fresh aftershocks

rock Taiwan
TAIPEIL. Oct 11 : Fresh after-

shocks rattled Taiwan today as
the island mourned the victiis
of last month's devastating
earthquake, reports AFP.

4.5 an
at ncon

A quake measurin

natad
the

rted.
A temblor of the same mag-

nitude struck nearby the site
Sunday.

WASHINGTON, Oct 11: Top
Clinton Administration offi-
cials on Sunday urged the US
Senate to delay an impending
vote that would almost cer-
tainly defeat a landmark nu-
clear test-ban treaty, reports
AFP.

A vote in the Senate on the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT), which was signed three
years ago by President Bill
Clinton but has been stalled in
Congress for two years since
then, is scheduled for Tuesday.

If the vote proceeds as sched-
uled, the treaty is almost cer-
tain to meet defeat in the
Republican-controlled Senate.
But the Democrats, and some
Republicans, have been work-
ing to postpone the vote in the
belief the treaty could be rati-
fied if supporters had more time
to make their case.

"All of the chiefs of the
Army, the Navy and the
Marines believe this is the right
thing to do,” said National
Security adviser Samuel Berger
on CNN's Late Edition.

Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright agreed, telling ABC's
This Week the treaty was criti-
cal as "a tool to prevent the
other countries from testing.”

The United States would lose
nothing, but "gain the possibil-
ity of endinﬁ this kind of test-
ing.” she said.

Secretary of Defence
William Cohen concurred,
speaking on NBC's Meet the
Press: "If the treaty is rejected ...
we will have a more difficult
time (persuading) India, Pakis-
tan and other countries not to
test.” he warmned.

And Energy Secretary Bill
Richardson made a television

appearance on Fox News to urge

"senators from both sides of the
aisle ... to work out a process to
postpone this vote."

Richardson. whose depart-
ment oversees the nation's nu-
clear arsenal and laboratories,
acknowledged that a prohibi-
tion on testing had raised secu-
rity concerns among Repu-
blicans, who worry it would
prevent the United States from
ensuring its nuclear weapons'
reliability.

But he noted that both he
and the president were confi-
dent such concerns were ad-
dressed and resolved within the

trea‘tg.

"We can ensure the integrity
of our stockpile without test-
ing,” Berger pointed out. "If in
the future, there comes a time
where that's not possible, the

Japan, US to
sign treaty to

fight crime

TOKYO, Oct 11: Japan plans
to sign a treaty with the United
States by the end of 2000 to al-
low police forces from the two
countries to jointly fight
transnational crime, a daily
said today, reports AFP. :

If the treaty is concluded, it
will be the first time Japan has
become a signatory to a bilat-
eral pact to lacilitate direct co-
operation in criminal investi-
gations, the Yomiuri Shimbun
newspaper said.

Under the planned treaty,
Japanese investigators will be
allowed to participate in in-
t,:ecl.luns of crime scenes in the

ni

ted States and interrogate
witnesses there, the mass -
lation daily said.

president has indicated that he
would be willing to withdraw
from the treaty.”

Republican Senator Jon Kyl.
on the same program with
Richardson. was not convinced.

"l think the Senate must vote
on this treaty and defeat it," he
saicl, but acknowledged that the
drive to delay a vote might suc-
ceed.

"There are some procedural
shenanigans that could be en-
gaged in by the other side if they
want to delay this, and it's pos-
sible that they could obtain a
faill' majority to do that.” said
Kyl.

yGenerat Hcm"}’ Shelton;
chairman of the US military’'s
joint chiefs of staff, said
Sunday on NBC that the treaty
should be ratified to help in the
fight against nuclear prolifera-
tion, and that the joint chiefs
unanimously believed it would
not compromise US security.

"This sends a very clear sig-
nal that we are concerned about

(nuclear) proliferation.”
Shelton said.
"The joint chiefs are con-

vinced that we have sufficient
information that our national
security interests are in fact
taken care of in this treaty with
the safeguards,” he said.
Republican senator and
residential candidate John
cCain however disagreed.
The United States has not
conducted any nuclear testing
since a moratorium was im-

poaﬁem 1992,
CTBT was adopted by the
UN General A.aucmhlt;y in

, 1996, but cannot en-

Eﬁlg}ﬂn‘;“q unless it is rati-

countries judged to

have nuclear facilities. So far,

only 26 countries have ratified
the treaty.

The Daily Star 9

Serb opposition
leaders boycott
EU meeting

BELGRADE, Oct 1}: Several
leading Serb opposition offi-

cials decided not to go to a meet-
ing with European Union for-
eign ministers in Luxembour
today, the independent B29
radio station reported. says
Reuters.

It said leaders of the
Alliance for Change as well as
the Serbian Renewal Movement
(SPO)] had decided to stay away
because EU diplomats had pre-
senied them with a final decla-
ration of the Luxembourg meet-
ing before the session had even
started.

One of the opposition offi-
cials, Zoran Zivkovic of the
Democratic party, told B292:
“Thirty hours before the meel-
ing a document is circulated
which is supposed to be the re-
suit of a meeting with us. This is
a principle which is unaccept-
able.”

B292 said however that some
opposition officials would at-
tend the meeting, including Vuk
Obradovic of the Social
Democracy Earﬁ. which is a
member ol the Alliance. It said
he would not go as a representa-
tive of the Alliance,

The independent Beta news
agency said on Sunday that op-
position leaders objected to a
part of the proposed EU text un-
der which they would bind
themselves to Kand over in-

dicted war criminals to the UN

war crimes court if they came to
power.

EU foreign ministers were

cted at the meeting to back

the Serbian opposition by ap-
proving fuel aid for towns con-
trolled by foes of Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin waves as he leaves
the hospital for his Gorky-9
presidential country resi-
dence outside Moscow yes-
terday. Russian President
was admitted to hospital on
October 9 as he was suffer-
ing from a bout of influenza
and a high temperature.

—AFP photo
Yeltsin released
from hospital

MOSCOW, Oct 11: President
Boris Yeltsin was released from
the hospital Monday after his
temperature returned to nor-
mal, and he went back to his
country residence. the Kremlin
said. reports AP.

Yeltsin was taken to the
Central Clinical Hospital on
Saturday suffering from a high
temperature and a flu. Shortly
after he was admitted, his tem-
perature began to normalize,
the presidential press service
said,

Doctors said Yeltsin's condi-
tion had improved and he could
finish recovering at home, pres-
idential spokesman Dmitry
Yakushkin told the Interfax
Nnews &genta.u

Yeltsin did not give any spe-
cial powers to Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin while he was in
the hospital, Interfax said, in-
dicating that the latest illness
was not serious. Yakushkin had
described it as "minor.”

"The president has a normal
temperature. Doctors are of the
opinion that he should finish
treatment in household condi-
tions,” Yakushkin said
Monday.

Russian television briefly
showed a smiling Yeltsin chat-
ting with Yakushkin upon leav-
ing the hospital Monday. The
Prtaid:nl. moving slowly but

ooking healthy, waved to cam-
eras and then pgot into his .
limousine unajdf:ti

With Yeltsit's history of
health problems, the latest trip
to the hospital once again led to

uestions about the president's
itness to lead. The illness
comes at a time when Russian
forces have launched a major
military campaign against
breakaway Chechnya in south-
ern Russia.

Yeltsin, 68, has been hospi-
talised for an ulcer, pneumonia,
bronchitis and heart trouble
during his second term. Still, he
insists he is capable of ru
Russia and says he won't step
down before his term runs out
next sumimer,

Even when healthy, Yeltsin
rarely spends more than a few
days a week in the Kremlin, and
usually returns to his home
outside Moscow by early after-

noon.



