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NE evening in the mid-
seventies, a sticker ted
on the — bumper of a car
arked in the campus of
ennsylvania State University,
SA. attracted my s. It was
inscribed. "If you think
education is expensive try
ignorance.” For a moment | was
zzled. Then I laughed to my
eart's content and enjoyed the
deep sense of humour. The
western world, being aware of
the inner meaning and implica-
tions of the subject, took ade-
quate measures to spread the
benefit of education. Our soci-
eties, on the other hand, did not
take full advantage of educa-
tional pursuits. Rather, visibly,
there is little or no conscious
biting on the low progress of our
own education development.
Frankly speaking, we seem to
have done very minimal to even
restore the weaknesses and de-
ficiencies of the system.
Twenty-five years later, I be-
came more puzzled when the
contents of the inscription re-
appeared in my mind, After my
re-retirement from the public
service in May 1999, | decided
“to devote more time on reading
and writing on the three sub-
ects that has an initial of
nglish letter 'E' ie, Energy,
Environment and Education.
So far, 1 concentrated on writ-
ing about the primary ener
issues (the latest on October 1,
1999, entitled "Gas Export: Let's
not be called 'a bottomless bas-
ket again.” published in The
Daily Star). In fact, | have spent
the best part of my service ca-
reer in the primary energy and
primary education sectors re-
spectively and could never rise
a the primary level during
the twenty-three year period be-
tween 1972-95 except some
years spent within the com-

! I \' HE United Nations Fra-
mework Convention on

. Climate Change (UNF-
CC) — signed in 1992 at the
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro
— is one of the most far-
reaching global environmental
treaties with enormous envi-
ronmental as well as economic
significance. It committed all
the signatory countries to re-
duce global Green House Gas
(GHG) emissions back to 1990
levels by 2010. The UNFCCC
has a secretariat in Bonn,
Germarny and is governed by
the Conlerence of Parties (COP)
consisting of all the countries
who have signed and subse-
ﬂ_ll.mntly ratified the treaty in

eir own parliaments. The COP
meets each yéar to review and
gm r the progress of the UN-
CCL. . - - i
..~ Ower the first, few years. of
the UNFCC it was realised that
although the signatories had
agreed to reduce their produc-
tion of GHGs over time to the
1990 levels since there was no
country-by-country quota or
target no one was t g the
agreement seriously. Hence at
the fourth COP held in Kyoto in
1997 after much vigorous nego-
tiations the developed countries
agreed to country-by-count
targets for reductions in GH
emissions lto be achieved by
each developed country by the
period 2008 to 2012.

The Kyoto Protocol has set
binding targets for GHG reduc-
tions for the developed countries
(altho -the US which is the
main GHG producer has not yet
submitted the Kyoto Protocol for
ratification to the US Congress
and Senate which is n
before it becomes national law).

Carbon Trading

The Kyoto Protocol also al-
lowed the principle of carbon
trading to enable countries to
trade their quotas of GHG
emissions. There are several
mechanisms under which car-
bon trading can take place.

Hot Air: This is a term for
excess amounts of GHGs which
were expected to be produced
by the countries of the former
Soviet Union (including Russia) if

ITH Australia's new
gcacekeeping role in
ast Timor has come a

dramatic shift in the country's
foreign policy, raising concern
and suspicion in Asia.

In an interview with the
Australian political magazine,
The Bulletin, Prime Minister
John Howard spelt out his new
doctrine which, as he put it,
would make Canberra 'deputy
sheriflf' to the United States in
regional peacekeeping.

Asian leaders could have
dismissed Howard's' remarks as
those of a brash politician
basking in the afterglow of me-
dia exposure following Aus-
tralia’'s peacekeeping role in
East Timor.

But they chose to perceive
his upbeat foreign and defence
Eolic_',r as a sign of Australia's

eenness to intervene in all or
any of Asia's many inter — and
intra-state disputes. Malaysia
and Thailand have already crit-
icised Howard's remarks.

TOM & JERRY !

Enund of the Ministry of
oreign Affairs as Director-
General. External Publicity of
lhe Government. In this back-
ground. I now wish to share
with the readers some events
and experiences in the educa-
tion sector. more specifically
the dreams and realities in the
primary education develop-
ment in this decade.

We all know, development is
for man. by man and for man.
The same is true of educatjon.
Its purpose is to liberate men
and women from the restraints
and limitations of ignorance
and dependency. Education.
particularly basic education,
enhances mental freedom to in-
crease their control over them-
selves. their own lives, and the
environment in which they
live. Education implies learn-
ing. irrespective of where and
how the learning takes place. It
is a lifelong process spanning

all the years from infancy to
old age. assuming different
forms. of whic formal

schooling is only one form. As

distinct from hierarchically
structured and chronologically
raded formal system, non-
ormal education consists of
mostly assortment of organized
and semi-organized educa-
tional activities operating out-
side the regular structures and
routines of formal frame,
aimed at serving a great variety
of learning needs of different
age groups, both young and old.
However, at times | wonder,
whether we offered our most
valuable thing i.e., education to
some wrong people at a wrong
time. Perhaps because of the
wrong holders of education and
their ill-gotten money, social
values are greatly declining.
Otherwise, why it is so that
their utterances and activities

Global

they had developed narmall;lf.
However, due to the near col-
lapse of these countries’
economies they are no longer
producing GHGs at the level
they were previously, thus cre-
ating a deficit of GHGs not emit-
ted called "Hot Air". It is theo-
retically possible for the coun-
tries who are continuing to pro-
duce more than their share of
GHGs to "buy”™ GHG credits
from Russia (and other former
Soviet bloc countries) and thus

fulfill their quota of GHG reduc-
tions. However, this is still a
controversial form of tradin
and it has not been sanction
by the COP.

Joint [Implementation (JI);
This is a process under which
two countries agree to jointly
carry out a GHG reduction pro-
ject in one ecountry [usua‘!r a
developing country) and”alt;iw
the GHG reduction benefit to be
shared with another (usually
developed) country in exchange
for financial investments. The
rationale for this is that if a de-
veloped country found that it
was relatively more expensive
for it to reduce GHG emissions
in its own country but it could
achieve the same reduction of
GHG emissions in another de-
veloping country at a lower cost,
then by making the financial in-
vestment in the developing
pariner country it could get
some of the benefit of the GHG
emission reductions achieved
through the investment.

This is also called Activity
Implemented Jointly (AlJ) and
has been practised already be-
tween a number of developed:
L;laarticularly USA and the

etherlands) and developing
countries (Costa Rica is a pio-

neer in this respect). However

this form of carbon trading is
also still not sanctioned by the
COP although it might be done
after the pilot phase ends in
2002.

Clean Development Mecha-
nism (CDM]): This is a mecha-
nism which was created at Ky-
oto to allow some form of cap
bon trading to take place inter-
nationally under UNFCCC aus-
pices which would be certified

'In spite of a retraction by
Howard. there is little doubt
that it will be met with some
scepticism in Asian capitals.

Howard's comment has also
done irreparable damage to
years of hard work by his pre-
decessors to erase the e of
Australia as a white bastion in
the periphery of Asia.

His chosen role for Australia
as Washington's point man in
Asia comes at a time when
Asian leaders are becoming in-
creasingly hostile to the US role
as global cop under the New
World Order.

Any perceived nexus between
Washington and Australia to
dictate policy in Asia would be
flatly rejected and could even
hasten a new triangular strate-
gic alliance between China, In-
dia and Russia. v

Asian leaders are tradition-
ally shy of either intervening
themselves or encouraging ex-
ternal interventions”imn what
they see as their domestic dis-
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It is E.ipemtive that the tarr:h. of learning
school children for whom the declara
so far, otherwise our posterity,

by Nuruddin Mahmud Kamal
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must be carried to millions of illiterates and out-of-
tion about the right to education has had no meaning
who will face the challenges of 21st century, will not

forgive us for our failures.

are devoid of sincerity and hon-
esty and why it is that they ap-
to us to be so self-serving?
erc is one example which may
indicate that we picked up-the
wrong end of education. We wit-
nessed with great disappoint-
glents the incident ulp %cr)'ﬂad
ay-light coup-d-etat attempt in
a gaﬁ’ boarﬁ;?:mm b de]:;rup
human beings like bank de-
faulters who drive costly air-
conditioned cars and live in
sh residential areas without
gcoi.ng censured by the society. Is
this the kind of education we
are offering to our children? "
Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen
once said, "the pre-eminent de-
velopment of the 20th century
is the rise of democracy".
Indeed, the most striking devel-
opment of this period, democ-
racy, has flourished in many
parts of the world. But it also
seems pre-eminent that the in-
tolerable erosion of human
values in Bangladesh is harm-
ing democracy and civil society
so much that it has now taken
shelter in a kitchen where
cooking is not taking place, not
because of ignorance rather ar-
rogance of cooks. If we take a
good look outside our windows,
we would most likely see things
that we do not wish to see wit
our naked eyes nor do we want
to participate in. For example,
many of us do not in-
tend tnd[c:in the charivari on ei-
ther advocating the eviction
process of slum dwellers or the

reaction to it, 1 tend to agree
with the social scientists that
the vicious circle of illiteracy
and poverty in the rural areas
are responsible for the forced
migration of poor people to the
already congested towns and
cities. But it is a fact that a sig-
nificant percentage of children
are not attending the elemen-
tary school although it has been
made compulsory in the early
90's. Many of the lucky ones.
who are in schools, find them-
selves squeezed into crowded
benches in dilapidated class-
rooms particularly in the rural
areas. A number of surveys
conducted in the past including

the most recent one in the 90's,
indicate that most of the rural
schools cannot actually ac-
commodate more than 70 per
cent students enrolled. On an-
other aspect of life, for example,

. ' we have become more demo-

cratic than it is necess in
controlling the city traffic sys-
tem: _

[ am not sure whether it is
because of ignorance or ku-
shikkha (bad education), in re-
cent Eglj)fﬁ, vehicular traffic vio-
late red-light signs at the road

. crossings without being penal-

%

ized, at times ushered by traffic
controllers themselves. These
things must be take cognizance
of. And unless the bull is caught
by the horn now, the situation
might turn into the proverbial
warrior and the executioner ex-
ample, The warrior and the exe-

cutioner do similar jobs, both
kill enemies of the state. But
there the similarity ends. From
time immemeorial the warrior
has been feted and honoured.
The public executioner, by con-
trast, has always had to lurk in
the shadows. working anony-
mously pr for a pittance. There
is no glory in what he does. It
reminds me of the appalling
apartheid days in South Africa
and emergence of Nelson
Mandela. r Mandela, like
many other leaders, must have
had thousands of desires when
he became president, but he de-
liberately cut them to a bare
minimum achievable ones
within a given time frame. In
his own words, “I shall have in
a small way done my duty to my
country and my people. 1 do not
want to reach 100 years still
trying to bring a solution to
some complicated issues". The
need of a co choice is there-
fore critical in a nation's life.

If we look back in the early
90's, what we will find is that a

‘National Plan of Action [NPA)

was prepared and presented in
the World Conference on
Education for All (WCEFA) held
in March 1990 at Jomtein.
Thailand. The NPA proposed
realistic strategies that mix in-
novative and unconventional

_approaches with conventional

and traditional ones. The
broader vision expressed in the
WCEFA required that NGOs
were to be encouraged to partic-

= = =

ipate as partners of educational
evelopment particularly in the
non-formal mode of delivery.
In brief, Bangladesh's NPA was
supported by the Compulsory
Primary Education (CPE) Act
1990, high
male teachers (60 per cent
against the prevailing 15 per
cent) and tuition-waiver for girl
students upto grade VIII [now
enhanced to grade X). Thus in
the rural areas, a remarkable
beginning was made under the
leadership of a young, energetic
and committed Education
Minister Sheikh Shahidul
Islam and a competent civil

servant secretary Hedayat
Ahmed. A hard-core team was
commissioned, in which-this
author was deputed as Joint
Secretary assisted by an able
Deputy Chief Dr Delwar
Hossain, to carry trouble shoot-
ing in the basic education pro-
grammes. The team prepared
within nine months in 1989 g3
comprehensive programme
(under the title eneral
Education Project) to deal
mainly with the guantitative
aspects of the primary educa-
tion,

NGOs were involved for the
first time to work shoulder to
shoulder with the formal sys-
tem run by the government. The
World Bank, ADB, SIDA
(Swedish). NORAD and UNCEF
provided technical and finan-
cial assistance (USS 320 mil-
liomr — the single largest donor

Carbon Trade: Can Bangladesh Get Its

by Saleemul Huq

As one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change Bangladesh has a vital interest in
moving the global community forward as quickly as possible to reduce the GHG emissions.
As one of the lowest per capita GHG emitters Bangladesh has an opportunity to benefit

| ' | from carbon trading.

and approved by UNFCCC and

would also allow some of the
funds created through the CDM
to be allocated for particularly
vulnerable countries {such as
Bangladesh) and for adaptation
measures. While this remains
one of the most promising and
interesting avenues opened up
for carbon trading it still re-
mains bogged down in procedu-
ral difficulties about how it was
to work, who would make it
work, who will monitor it and
who will allocate the proceeds.
Neévertheless it's likely that these
problems may be largely sorted
out and some form of CDM
may begin within a year or two.
Sixth Conference of

.. Parties |

The sixth COP is due to be
held in Bonn, Germany from 25
October to 5 November and will
discuss these different oppor-
tunities of carbon trading and
perhaps move the process for-
ward. This has greal signifi-

cance lor Bangladesh for a
nuimber ol reasons.

Firstly. as one of the most
vulnerable countries to climate
change Bangladesh has a vital
interest in moving the global
community forward as quickl
as possible to reduce the GH
emissions. Secondly as one of
the lowest per capita GHG emit-
ters Bangladesh has an oppor-
tunity to benefit from Carbon
trading (in whatever form).
Thirdly Bangladesh is one of the
countries earmarked to benefit
[rom the Clean Development
Mechanism directly and

*fourthly, because Bangladesh

has a clear and unequivocal
moral position as one of the
most vulnerable countries to
climate change which is the
creation of other (developed)
countries. This last moral ar-
gument is a very powerful one if

the country's negotiators can
make full use of its power.

Need for a Strategy

It is important to realise that
the issue of climate changde is a
long-term one and therefore re-
quires some form of long-term
strategic thinking and planning
both at the national as well as
at the international negotiations
level. Al the national level it is
important to realise that almost
all the hazardous impacts of
climate change including,
droughts, floods.-cyclones and
morphological changes are Tikely

~ to occur in Bangladesh and

hence all future planning and
investments in the country must
take the likely climate change
impacts into account and incor-
porate adaptation measures to
mitigate the impacts of climate
change.

At the international negotia-
tions level there are a number
of important avenues that
should be pursued.

Firstly. however it should be
noted and recognized that our
traditional approach to interna-
tional diplomacy in which we
usually make common cause
with the developing :countries
through the G77 and perhaps
through SAARC will not be best
suited because several of the
major developing countries such
as India and China have
strategies which are different
from ours. Therefore
Bangladesh should develop its
own international negotiating
strategy without looking to our
traditional. partners in such
North-Sofith negotiations. In this
case Bangladesh. has more in
common with the Association of
Small Islands States (AOSIS)
and other Least Developin
Countries (LDCs) in Africa an
Asia. :

There ‘are a number of

counts on which international
advocacy should be mounted,
Adaptation: Whatever the re-
sult of the negotiations and the
reductions of GHG emissions
accnrdlnﬁ the Kyoto Protocol —
even if all the countries comply
completely. there will still be
some serious impacts of climate
change resulting in severe
weather conditions which need

to be addressed. These are gen-
erally called *Adaptation” to cli-
mate change and has been a
neglected "area 'within the cli-
mate change internationa¥t ne-
gotiations so far.

" For examiple the Global Envi-
ronment Facility (GEF) which so
far has funded "Mitigation of
GHG" investments only should
be enabled and mandated to
invest in Adaptation investments

also.
CDM: The CDM offers a
major- opportunity : for

Bangladesh to make the most
of its position as a vulnerable
country and will require the ne-
gotiators to be an integral part
of the process of developing the
rules of the game to enable
Eang]adesh to get its due bene-
is.

Equity: One of the most ne-
glected areas of the negotiations
so far has been the issue of
equity. Although the treaties
and conventions all make refer-
ence to the principle of equity,
in practice this notion is com-
pletely absent from the negotia-
tions, However it is too impor-
tant an issue-to be allowed to.
slip out of the negotiations and
even if there are not many
ready to support the cause
Bangladesh should become the
champion of the principle of
equity in the international nego-
tiations.

Carbon Debt: This is a rela-
tively new concept that is in-
creasingly being promoted to

compare the carbon debt to the
debt owed to the rich countries
by the poorest countries, What
this means is that the global
atmosphere should be regarded
as a global right for every hu-
man being on’the planet. Hence
every human is entitled to an
equal share of the atmosphere
(which includes the right to pol-
lute it with GHG). If we then
imagine a maximum amount of
GHG that may be allowed into
the atmosphere before it be-
comes too muchi then it is pos-
sible to caloulate! the amvimt of
GHG that person on earth
is entitled to emit and compare
it what people are actually
emitting at present .

A recent study by Christian
Aid has calculated that on this
basis the US is using 20 times
its entitlement while Bangladesh

is using only one-tenth of our
entitlement.

What Can Bangladesh
Do? |

There are a number of
thinﬁs Bangladesh could do in
the UNFCC negotidtions. How-
ever it must first realize that
the issue is not really only an
“environmental™ concern but
really a "development™ concern
for Bangladesh. A recent study
commissioned by the World
Bank looking at tﬁe impacts of
climate change on Bangladesh
and needs for adaptations
shows clearlﬁ that in a number
of respects the entire future de-
velopment investment of the
country over the next few
decades could be completely
wiped out il the worst fears
about climate change coine
aboult. .

Therefore for Bangladesh it
is of the utmost importance to
protect our country from the
worsl impacts of clirnate change
to take up the international ne-

Regional Sheriff Booed by Leaders

by Neville de Silva

Prime Minister John Howard's remarks that Australia will act as America's
policeman in Asia has sent alarm bells ringing in the region. The move, says a
Gemini News Service correspondent, looks set to undo the work of Howard's
predecessors who carefully nurtured Australia's allegiance with Asia.

putes — even the United Nations
appears to be irritating Asian
leaders with its peacekeeping
ambitions.

‘Something is quite wrong
with the manner in which this
E::rblem lof intervention)] is

ing approached.” Sri Lankan
foreign minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar told a news confer-
ence .in New York on 27
September. warning that there
would be a crisis if the UN in-
tervened too frequently.

“If it did so 50 times, can you
imagine what a mess the United
Nations peacekeeping opera-
tions will be in? The minister
said.

Nothing illustrates this pol-

icy-attitude better than the op-
position of many Asian coun-
tries to the US-led NATO mili-
tary strikes against Yugoslavia
during the Kosovo crisis earlier
this year. That focus is bound to
shift to Australia now.

For two decades or more.
Australian leaders such as
Gough Whitlam and Paul Keat-
ing have carefully crafted a
trade-inspired policy to identify
with Asia. If Canberra did not
always agree with Asian lead-
ers political ideologies, it still
kept its doors open to better bi-
lateral relations by pursuing
economic and trade poli€ies
that integrated the country
more with its booming Asian

By Honna-Barbera

neighbours than distant Eu-
rope.

Australia consciously built a
close relationship with its giant
neighbour Indonesia despite
strong criticism at home. Simi-
larly it cultivated China's
communist leaders despite Aus-
tralia’s stated commitment to
human rights and political plu-
ralism.

From Canberra’'s point of
view such policies paid divi-
dends: Australia. to an extent,
came to be accepted as a part of
Asia even though it had fol-
lowed a 'white Australia’ policy
until the 1970s which allowed
in only those migrants who
could prove they came from

Asian

Australia’s Prime Minister John Howard:
‘US Deputy Sheriff’
mainly 'white' stock.

A turther problem for Aus-
tralia is that it is militarily no
match for any of the major
powers such as China,
India or Indonesia.

When UN Secretary General

er recruitment of fe-

ucation: Promises and Perils

“assisted project in the primary

education). Reportedly, on com-
pletion of the project in 1996, .
no major follow-up was maded -

by the ent. Thus, what
-we find today is that almost 53
per cent of

e total population
are illiterate and af:mst 4.4
Hmﬂuunﬂ{uut of thllit tcital 19 t:..:;»:111-

on primary school-age boys
and girls) or about ZEE%H cent
are still out-of-school children.

. Some of the deficiencies in the

system threaten to undercut the
nation’s growth prospects in the
21st century by leaving it short
handed when it will need a
largely literate work force ca-
pable of competing in technical
skills even with other Asian
countries. Almost 57 per cent of
the students who enter prlma?
schools do not complete their 5-
gear course (Ref: Bangladesh

020 — A Long Run Pers ve
Study: The World Ba
BCAS Report Published
1998).

Unfortunately, the belief of
the early 90s are now turning
sour, if not disbelief. A new
wave of controversy appear to

and
in

~ have emerged in the education

arleys. For instance. a recent

ousehold su and study in-
terpretations sponsored by the
Campaign for Popular
Education (CAMPE), a con-
glomerate of NGOs working in
the education sector, under-
scored the need for inspiring in-
ternal efficiency of primary ed-
ucation. Among the key find-
ings of CAMPE, on an average,
one student needs 6.6 years
complete the 5-year primary
cycle. Although the reported
completion rate is high, the re-
peaters (38 per cent) and drop-
out rates are still high too.
The rural children lag behind
their urban counterparts by one
academic year. However, the

Share?

gotiations as a matter of highest
national prinrltY in nrdeﬁcﬁ_pru-
tect our development efforts
and people. This means that
climate change as an issue
must come out of the ghetto of
"environmental problems™ to
take centre stage as a major
~developmental problem (albeit
one that will have a long lead
time in taking place but that
does not diminish its signifi-
cance to the country). The gov-
ernment should therelore con-
vene a multi-ministerial task -
force at a suitably high level
with representation from all rel-
evant ministries, agencies and
the non-government sectors.
This task force will develop a
strategy for Bangladesh for the
international negotiations as well
as for other actions to be taken
withinh the country, ‘

~Of thé nefiotiations front, it~

is necessary to take a long-term
stralegic apprcach to climate
change negotiations which
means that rather than takin
the traditional ad hoc approac
to send whoever's turn it is for
a foreign trip to each negotiati
session, a permanent team o
negotiators with individuals
from the Department of Envi-
ronment, Ministry of Environ-
ment, Ministry of Foreign af-
fairs and even Ministry of Fi-
nance or ERD be set up who
will regularly take part in all the
COP meetings and (even more
importantly) in the inter-session
meetings where much of the ac-
tual negotiations takes place.
This negotiating team should be
backed up by a national team
of experts who would study the
issyes and prepare strategies
for Bangladesh to adopt and
advocate in the negotiations. If
necessary international experts
who are knowledgeable about
the issues and sympathetic to
Bangladesh should also be en-
gaged to assist Bangladesh in
advocating its negotiating posi-
tion.

In addition to the formal
COP meetings many additional
meetings are also held such as
the UNFCCC Subsidiary Bodies
and the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

Kofi Annan picked on Australia
to lead its peacekeeping force to
East Timor he was aware of the
close relationship between
Canberra and Jakarta: Aus-
tralia was the only country
which formally recognised In--
donesia’'s annexation of: east
Timor in 1976. _
Unsurprisingly, Howard de-
cided to make political capital
out of Australia's leadership
role and its support for East
Timor's independence, aban-
dnnin% the bipartisan pro-
Asian foreign policy tilt,
In adopting a new peace-
- keeping role, Howard is also
sending a clear warning to In-
donesia’'s military in case it is
inclined to seize power and fill
the power vacuum in Jakarta.
From an Australian perspective
that would a threat, for it
has helped heap humiliation on
the Indonesian mili and its
~militia allies in East Timor.
" In many Asian capitals the
Howard doctrine is doubtless

Education Minister ASHK
ue did not with the
st results of . He cat-

egorically mentioned that not
only the government definition
of primary education differed

with the CAMPE analysis, the
recent NPA for Education for
All by 2000 has been set at 95
per cent enrollment target. 70
per cent completion and 62 per
cent literacy from the existing
figure of 56 per cent in
December 1998. Incidentally.
the year 2000 is less than l({)
days ahead of us (and reportedly
the adult Iilemcg rate rose to 39
per cent in 1995 from 31 per
cent in 1990).

To conclude, let me recall a
stament of the president of the
World Bank James Wolfensohn.
In his most recent address to
Board of Governors, he said,
"We meet today on the threshold
of a new millennium, .... Will we
begin to judge our efforts not by
the pf;atl:)enty of the few but by
the needs of many? Will we be
prepared to hold ourselves ac-
countable, to make the effort
necessary (o bring about
change?” These are very signifi-
cant remarks and pointers for
us as well. It is therefore im-
perative that the torch of learn-
ing must be carried to millions
of illiterates and out-of-school
children for whom the declara-
tion about the right to educg-
tion has had no meaning so far,
otherwise our posterity, who
will face the challenges of 21st
century, will not forgive us for
our failures. The holy Hadis
said. "Educate your children for
they are born for a time that s
not yours."

The author is retired
Additional Secretary to the
Government

where much of the detailed sci-
ence of climate change and de-
tails of CDM etc., are discussed
at the expert level. Bangladesh
mus: take a pro-active position
and participate actively in these
important meetings. To a large
extent much of the meat of the
negotiations takes place in these
smaller meetings and only the
major issues go to the COP for
final decision. In order to be an
actual player rather than mere
spectator as we have been so
far we must actively take part
in all these important meetings
with a long-term strategy and a
teamn ol rts and negotiators
who are respected by the inter-
national community.

Fortunately Bangladesh al-
ready has quite a high recogni-

... Hon on the issue of vulnerability

dssessments and adaptation to
climate change and' several
Bangladeshl experts already
serve on key positions in the
IPCC, particularly in writing the
Third Assessment Report (TAR)
currently under preparation
where several Bangladeshi ex-
perts are Lead Authors for a
number of the important chap-
ters# Thus they will be able to
raise the important issues for
Bangladesh (such as Adaptation
and Sustainable Development)
but in order to be more effective
these efforts need to be coupled
with a capable negotiating team
representing the government at
the negotiations.

If Bangladesh can get its act
together in terms of developing
a strategy for negotiations on
climate change and change its
position from being a™ mere
spectator to being an active
participant and player, then
there is the very real prospect
of %:tung some substantial and
real financial flows to the coun-
try in the coming threée to five
years. It requires that the gov-
ernment realise and prieritise
this issue and take the requisite
steps as outlined above,

The author is executive direc-
tor of the Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Studies and is cur-
rently on a fellowship at the

- Huxley School of Environment at

Imperial College, London, UK .

being closely examined. Some
Asian political leaders such as
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad, who doubted
Australia's sincerity as an
Asian partner, must surely feel
their earlier scepticism has
been vindicated.

Perhaps the country most
concerned by this shift in pol-
icy in China which has always
considered Wuhlngmn's sup-

rt for its renegade province

aiwan as the biggest obstacle
to bilateral relations.

Prime Minister Howard's
new role for Australia may well
push the country back to the
Cold War days when it was re-
garded suspiciously, as little
more than an extension of the
West, culturally and socially —

a country whic ed to be
in Asia an accident of his-
tory.
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Jor the 'Hong Kong Standard’

. and also specialises m.ds!uPu-l
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A TENSE WAIT FOR
TWE AIRPORT
SECURITY CHECK. ..

FOUR HOURS START
WITH M! AND THE
OPERATION MUST HAVE
BEEN CLOSELY TIMED —
h AIRPORT JUST DOWN
THE ROAD —
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