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Belgrade
freaks out

BELGRADE, Oct 10: Football
fans went wild in Belgrade
Saturday night after Yugo-
slavia's 2-2 draw with Croatia,
allowing Yugoslavia to qualify
for Euro 2 . reports AFP.

Some fired bursts from au-
tomatic weapons, others let off
fire-crackers and lit red and
yellow flaming torches.

Others drove hundreds of
cars through the city center,
with horns blaring and passen-
ers sitting on the roofs, wavin

rbian and Yugoslav flags an
shouting slogans. Thousands of
others walked cheering toward
central Terazije Street.

Two trolleybuses were de-
molished at the main Republic
Square and broken beer bottles
littered the streets.

But no injuries were re-
ported. and no police were in ev-
idence, even though the fans
were on the streets at the same
time as some 3.000 opposition
supporters on one of their regu-
lar marches to demand the res-
iginatiun of Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic.

During the match, some
some 2,000 people converged on
Republic Square to watch the
game on a huge screen.

The protesters, whose mar-
ches have been limited by the
police on some days, passed
reely along central streets and
went back to the square without
incident.

But when Alliance for
Change leaders, led by Zoran
Djindjic of the Democratic

Party, showed up at the s in-
tending to greet some 15,000
people. both the fans and the

opposition supporters, they

were greeted with thrown beer
cans and lireworks.

None of the leaders was hurt,
but they decided to let the crowd
continue the football celebra-
tion, aa%ing ‘the next rally
would be held on Sunday:.

Belgrade's streets reverted to
normal some three hours later.

Similar celebrations also
took place in several other
Serbian towns. including the
country's second and third-
largest towns of Novi Sad and
Nis, the independent news
agency Beta reported.

In Podgorica, capital of
Montenegro, which with Serbia
makes up the Yugoslav federa-
tion, shots from guns and au-
tomatic weapons as well as sev-
eral detonations could be heard
after the end of match in Zagreb
as Mononegrins turned out to
celebrate in the city center.

k) »
awaiting debut

LONDON, Oct 10: Leicester
City wing-back Steve Gug and
West Ham United midftielder
Frank Lampard will win their
first England caps in Sunday's
friendly international against
Belgium, s AFP.

e match at the Stadium Of
Light in Sunderland will also
see coach Kevin award a
first cap under his reign to ex-

enced Middlesbrough mid-

elder Paul Ince, his 46th in to-
tal.

In attack, Newcastle's Alan
Shearer and Sunderland's
Kevin Phillips will pair up in a
drastically altered team, with
only Tony Adams, Martin
Keown and Shearer surviving
from the starting line-up in the
European Cham;i:mnshlp :]_:.:ali—
fier with Poland last month, -

England were handed a place
in the European Champion-
ships play-off matches on
Saturday when Sweden beat
Poland 2-0.

7. Amid boycott threats, franc-
tic efforts at a comprise fol-
lowed, culminating in a meet-
ing between FIFA president
Sepp Blatter and AFC chief
Ahmad Shah in Zurich on
September 7.

In response. FIFA offered
Asia a halfl berth that required
the continent's third qualifier
to playofl with Europe's 13th on
a home-and-away basis.

With the threatened boycott
of the qualifying rounds re-
solved, Velappan said at least
40 Asian countries would par-
ticipate in the qualifying
rounds.

The Asian supremo said the
AFC had deci lo playoff the
first round of the qualifiers in
10 %m_ll._:l?s of at least four teams
each. The draw will be made in
Tul%vu on December 7.

elappan said the first
round would be held between
March and July 2001, with the
10 group winners divided into
two groups of five each contest-
ing a second round “very likely
on a home-and-away-basis to
create more interest and compe-
tition among them."

Each second round group
winner will proceed straight to
the 2002 World Cup and the two
runners-up will play home-
and-away lor the right to con-
test the 13th qualifier from

Europe. also home-and-away,
he said. d

Melbourne to
host 2006
C'wealth Games

MELBOURNE., Oct 10: Mel-
bourne, the only city left in the
bidding. was named host city
for the 2006 Commonwealth
Games on Sunday following a
presentation to the Common-
wealth Games Federation in
Fiji, reports AP.

The 72 delegates at the fed-
eration meeting had no formal
questions for the Melbourne
team. The city of Wellington,
New Zealand. pulled out in
March. saying it did not have
the money to challenge the
Australian bid.

Walker said more than 200
million US dirs would be spent

on the Games. about a third of
that on [acilities.

More than 6.000 athletes
and team officials will make
the trip to Melbourne for the
Games, which will run from
March 15-26. 2006.

Pride,

Kabaev

TOKYO, Oct
World champion

S e

Alina Kabaeva
iy proved she is the

e nast to beat in
e the Sydney Olym-
pics next year by scoring i)gtr:r
perfect scores to defend the
Aeon Cup Rhythmic Gymnas-
tics Chamﬁinnahipa Sunday,
reports AFP,

The 16-year-old Russian
student, who also, took home
two apparatus gold medals ‘at
the World Championships in
Osaka last week, received a per-
fect 10 points in the rope. hoop.
ball and ribbon to retain the
all-around title,

Her teammate, world bronze
medalist Yulia Barsoukova was
second with 89 .89] ints and
world silver medalist loulia
Raskina of Belarus third with
39.825 points.

Former world champion
Elena Vitrycenko of Ukraine.
who stopped Kabaeva's clean
sweep ol gold medals by win-
ning the two apparatus titles in
Osaka, ended fourth with
39.728 points.

Kabaeva almost missed the
perfect victory as her score in
the ball at first appeared to be
9.900 points on the electric

board. It was corrected to 10.000

several minutes later.
"I felt [ scored 10 points in
every performance. not only in

the ball. When I saw 9.900, 1|

thought maybe I made a mis-

- take that only judges noticed,

and [ tried to concentrate on my
next one.” said Kabaeva.

1 felt very tired and it was
tough to continue to play after
the World Championships, but [
did my 100 per cent and I'm very
h:r:py to win both the individ-
ual and team titles,"” she added.

' Kabaeva, whose next goal is
to win the gold medal in the
Sydney Olympics. said she
could not promise to win the
Olympic title, but added that
she had no weaknesses at the
moment.

Her coach Irina Viner said:
"She isclgning to use new music
and add another technique for
the Olympics. Her performance
will be more interesting. Every-
thing is going well with her."

Vitrychenko's elegant, accu-
rate and artistic performmances
had set the ideal for the sport,
but a rule change after the At-
lanta Olympics gives more
points to Kabaeva's technically
difficult, sometimes acrobatic
performances.

But it always depends on
judges, who gave two perfect 10
scores to Vitrychenko in Osaka
lo give her the rope and hoop
gold medals. She also received
two 10s in Saturday's first
round.

"My goal is to become the
Olympic champion,” said Vit-
rychenko, who had to be satis-
fied with the bronze medal in
Atlanta.

"Even if I made a great suc-
cess in another field than the
rythmic gymnastics. 1 would

not be happier than when I be-
come the Olympic champion,”
added Vitrychenko, now 22

Mearfwhile, Chinese coaches
were left fuming after their
wornen wowed a partisan crowd
but failed to impress the judges.

The hosts -- tipped as possi-
ble gold medal contenders --
qualified for the final of the
women's team event, but were
unable to break the dominance
of East European nations.

‘We are not happy with the
scoring,” women's coach Wang
Qunce told reporters after his
team ﬁnl‘s.hedp fourth overall
following the first round be-

hind Romania. Russia and
Ukraine with a score of
151.720.

"We Lhink we should have
had higher marks on the bal-
ance beam. If we had we couvld
have finished above Russii."
Wang added.

"We believe China's techiii-
cal level is now the highest in
the world.”

Another Chinese coach, Liu
Guicheng, was also unhappy
with the marks awarded, citing
the performance of the tiny Eai
Chunyue on the uneven bars at
the Tianjin Sports Centre.

"We should scored much
more on the uneven bars, espe-
ciallv for Bai. The scoring was
not correct.” Liu said,

China's Dong Fangxiaoc was
the top gymnast for the hosts,
finishing fifth in the individual
standings overall.

Dong Fangxiao of China performs during the floor exercise qualifying round for the
women's team final at the World Artistic Gymnastic Championships on October 9.

— AFP photo

Sport
a shines brigh

SHANGHAI. Oct
10: Marcelo Rios
and Magnus Nor-
Imarn set up a clash
hetween the top
Iwo seeds at  the
350 w0 -dollar Shanghai
Hemeken Open Saturday night
as both powered into a title
match with everything to play
for, reports AFP.

Tournament number one
Rios from Chile dominated
against fifth-seeded Swede
Jonas Bjorkman 6-4. 6-1 in 71
minutes to reach a title match
on the ATP Tour for the first
time since May.

Alter taking eight titles in
1998, he has managed just two
this gear, those coming five
months ago.

World number seven Rios,
who stood atop the computer
rankings for six weeks in 1998
has had a year interrupted by
injury.

Norman will be aiming to
move into the lead in overall ti-
tles this season as he faces Rios
Sunday after rallying against
sentimental favourite Michael
Chang 0-6, 6-4, 6-2 in their
semilfinal.

Norman owns four crowns
on the ATP Tour in 1999
alongside the idle Pete Sampras
and world number one Andre
Agassi. eliminated Friday in
Basle.

Rios has battled with in-
Juries for much of the year and
is again feeling fresh after leg
and hip problems over the
summer.

The South American -- his
Spanish nickname of "Chino”
means "Chinese” -- will play for
his third title in the region after
winning in Kuala Lumpur in
1995 and taking the title in
Sin_%apm'e last year.

he first game against

Ex-Racing
officials
charged

BUENOS AIRES, Oct 10:
Argentine judge Tomas Bravo
has. ordered the arrest of 29
former top officials — including
three ex-presidents — of the
renowned Division A soccer
club Racing under charges of
fraudulent administration. re-
ports Reuters.

Racing filed for bankruptcy
in June 1998 toting 34 million
dollars in debt that has accu-
mulated since 1987.

The club is still in operation
and is one of the most popular
in Argentina. but it is still im-
mersed in the bankruptcy pro-
ccu:lilgs and has had to sell off
most ol its best players.

"(The penalty for the fraud)
could be from one month to six
years in prison.” said Manuel
Barreiro. the prosecutor han-
dling the case.

cing is currently managed
by a public accountant desig-

. nated by the courts.

Bjorkman was a marathon,
lasting for more than 10 min-
utes and resulting in a break of
the Swede.

Jonas broke down mentally
after that game.” said Rios. "he
was not expecting it. He also
found he couldn’t play at the net
and had to stay on the baseline
-- that killed him and I was able
to take advantage.”

Fifth seed Bjorkman said
that while his body was out on
court "mentally T was not
there.”

"1 didn't give, him much of a
challenge today." said the
Swede. whose last semifinal
performance came in Tokyo in
April. "l allowed him to win, he
didn't have to do too much."

Norman did not know what
hit him during his first set with
Chang, who scorched the score-
sheet by winning the first seven
gaines,

Bul Lthe 27-year-old Chinese-
American, séeded sixth and
winner of a dozen Asian events,
lost the break in the second set
and Norman's hard-hitting
groundstrokes from the base-

records at stake

line took a toll.

Chang saved three set points
in the Swede's favour and had a
break-back point in the tenth
game. But Norman simply pro-

uced a drop shot to level the
match and took total control in
the third.

‘I had a good start, but got a
little uncomfortable in the sec-
ond.” admitted Chang. "I could-
n't get the break back. In the
third, Magnus played well.

"It was a tough match and I

- had my chances. I'm happy with

this week and hope this was a
step in the right direction,” said
the world number 63. who once
stood second and has not won a
title since Shanghai a vear ago.

Rios, who stood number one
for six weeks last year, has not
played a final since May. the
month he won his only two ti-
tles of 1999.

The Chilean has been both-
ered by various injuries this
season, including back, hip and
leg. but is fit now. Norman owns
1999 titles in Orlando.
;E‘:-tuélgart. Umag and Long Is-
and.

World No 1 Swiss Martina Hingis celebrates after beating
Sadrine Testud of France in the Porsche Grand Prix

semifinals on October 9.

— AFP photo
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to fight it out

FILDERSTADT, Germany.
Oct 10: Tnl:a seed Martina Hingis
of Switzerland will face fourth
seed M Pierce of France in
the final of the Filderstadt
Grand Prix here on Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

Hingis needed over two
hours to oust defending cham-
pion Sandrine Testud of France
6-7. 6-2, 6-4, while Pierce en-
joyed a comfortable 6-1, 7-6 vic-
lory over German wild card
Anke Huber,

Testud, the shock second
round conqueror of US Open
champion Serena Williams.
broke Hingis in the opening

ame en route to building a 5-3
cad. She failed to serve out for
the set at 5-4 but hung on to win
the tie-break 7-5.

The effort of winning the
first set seemed to affect Testud
and Hingis took full advantage
to break twice in the second set
to level the match. The two
P!aytrs exchanged three service
reaks at the start of the decider
but Hingis hung on to complete
her fifth successive victory over
the French woman.

Afterwards the world No 1
said: "Sandrine served well in
the first set and I couldn't figure
out her game. Mirdgrip was slip-

nt

pery and I cou hold the
racket. I chan rackets in the
second set and an to read her

serve better.”

Testud admitted: "I think the
malich would have been differ-
ent if | had held serve at 5-4 in
Lhe first set. I lost a lot of energy
in winning the tiebreak and |
had a letdown physically in the
second set.”

Pierce maintained her un-
beaten tie-break record this
week by winning her fourth
shootout in her straight-sets
victory over Huber,

The German struggled to
keep the ball in play in the
opening set, committing 16 un-
forced errors. Spurred on by a
Eacked centre court crowd, she

roke serve to level at 5-5 in the
second set, but Pierce proved too
%{Eng in the tie-break, winning

Hingis and Pierce, practice
partners this week, have met on
11 previous occasions, with the
Swiss player holding a slender
6-5 advantage.

Serena kicks
up a fuss

PARIS, Oct10:AFP): The flat
refusal of the men's profes-
sional tour [(ATP)} to allow US
Open women's singles cha-
mpion Serena Williams to take
part in one of their tourna-
ments in Stuttgart has reignited
the debate ol whether men and
woimen’s tennis can or should
EVer 1IX.

Williams opened a hornets’
nest when she said: "Women's
tennis is boring. I can beat the
men,” after losing to France's
Sandrine Testud in her first
imatch at the WTA Grand Prix in
Filderstadt, Germany. this
week.

Her mother Orecene is
clearly made of the same feisty
spirit as her daughters Venus
and Serena. "We're expecting a

[ positive outcome. Serena can

survive against the men." she
told German daily Bild.

But the ATP's spokesman
Nicola Arzani replied: "To play
in an ATP tournament, you
must be a member of the ATP,
Besides, Serena Williams can
not become a member of the
ATP because she is a woman,
That's all there is to say."

Markus Gunthard. director
of the event, said Williams had
a;_:%lied for a wild card but the
ATP immediately ruled out a
favourable response to her re-

uest and others even ridiculed
the move.

Boris Becker, the retired
German star who was in
London Thursday for the Davis
Cup draw, said he thought it was
a "pretty good joke."

The three-times men's
champion added: "If that's the
case and she is going to play,
lots of men will go the other
way and ask for wild-cards into
women's competitions and you
will see some strange winners
of women's Grand Slams.

"I doubt it very much if
Serena could compete with the
men. She is very masculine and
very strong but if you compare
her game to the likes of Pete
Sampras or Andre Aﬁlassi in all
honesty you are talking about
two different sports.”

The gender war debate re-
opened by Williams is by no
means new to the world of ten-
nis.

In 1973 self-styled male
chauvinist Bobby Riggs chal-
lenged the leading women play-
ers of the game to beat him in a
much-publicised challenge se-
ries predictably dubbed "The
Battle of the Sexes."

Billie-Jean King eventually
made Riggs eat humble pie by
beating him but the fact that
Riggs was more of a game ama-
teur than a serious professional
made King's victory a pyretic
one in many ways.

Although Riggs was hardly a
top name the much-hyped clash
nonetheless pulled in 90 mil-
lion television viewers.

King. of course, was instru-
mental in the setting up of the
women's tour (WTA) which -
arated the men's game from the
women's with the two tours
only crossing paths rarely such
as at Grand Slam events.

Holland's Richard Krajicek,
Wimbledon champion in 1995,
memorably lit the fuse to spark
off another skirmish between
the two sexes when he voiced
his criticism of the women's
F,amc in less than diplomatic

Er&m:iing female stars as

"fat, lazy pigs" the Dutchman
claimed that even the best tal-
ents in the women's e could
not live with even the lowest-
ranked professional in the
mern's game,
It was claimed at the time
that Martina Navratilova, then
the leading force inh the women's
, Would be unable to match
e 1000th ranked man in the
ATP standings. The claim was
test, though.

BOUT OF SEXES: Margaret MacGregor (R) and Loi Chow trade punches during their
historic fight in Seattle on Saturday night.

Woman prevails over man

SEATTLE, Oct 10
(AP):. Man vs
woman in the ring
lurned out not to
be a fair fight,
after all.

Margaret McGregor won ev-
ery rouiud on every card of her
four-round, history-making
bout Saturday night against Loi
Chow, a jockey who showed vir-
tually no boxing skills.

McGregor, a 36-year-old
hometown favourite from
Bremerton, Washington. tow-
ered over Chow and threw com-
hinations that racked up
points, even il they didn't seem
to do any damage.

All t re&sjudges scored the
bout 40-36 in McGregor's
favour.

McGregor, in a red sports bra
and gold trunks, landed a right
to the head in the first two-
minutle round. then a four-
punch combination. Chow re-
sponded by bouncing away. He
kept bouncing all over the ring,
smiling and doing not muc
else.

Chow. 0-3, hardly posed a
worthy opponent. The 33-year-
old Irom Vancouver threw
punches awkwardly, covered up
most of the fight, and lancded

only a few punches. Listed as 5-
foot-2, he seemed a head shorter
than the 5-4 McGregor.

McGregor. 4-0, threw
punches like a trained fighter,
even if she never came close to
hurting Chow. She was the bus-
ier fighter throughout the bout,
and never looked intimidated
by Chow or the occasion. As the
fourth round came to a close,
the crowd chanted., "Margaret,
Margaret,” and she responded
with a combination to the body.

‘It was like my dream was
coming true right before my
eyes.” McGregor said of those
chants. "This is the biggest day
of my life."

The crowd of 2,768 roared
with delight at the decision in
her favour, but booed Chow for
his defensive, lacklustre effort.

'l fought my best tonight,”
McGregor said. "All | want to do
is Keep getting better and better.
[ don't care who it is, I'll fight
anybody.”

Chow's blood pressure was
high an hour before the fight
card started. and the doctor told
him to rest a while before tak-
ing il again to make sure he was
okay. Chow passed the test the
second time,

Chow blamed his loss on his

— AFP photo

high blood pressure, saying that
his blood pressure actually
peaked at 185 over 115 beluie he
took some medication to bring
it down.

"l didn't feel right,” Chow
said. "l don. think [ got
whipped. | hit her with a couple
of good shots.”

Asked what. if anything, the
bout proved, Chow responded
with a smile and a bit of
bravado: "It proves a woman
cannot hurt a man.”

Asked the same question.
McGregor said: "Just that I'm a
winner."”

A lot of fans., though, at-
:.]achhed more significance to the

K

. 'l think it's breaking a lot of
barriers. 1 feel like I'm taking
part in this big event in his-
tory,” said Rosemarie Moore,
ﬁﬂi‘&atllc. attending her first

ght.

"Women are saying, 'Hey.
we're just as good as you.' We've
come a long way."

Another fan disagreed.

“It's not a good thing for box-
ing.” said Sherman Daniels, 47,
from Renton, Washington.
"With all the controversy, this
might be the first and the last
time a man and woman fight.”

Henman, Kucera in final

BASLE, Switzer-
land . Oct 10: De-
lending champion
Tim Henman beat
hard-hitting Go-
ran lvanisevic at
his own  game, out-serving the
Lroal 1o earn a 6-3, 6-4 win and
a place in the final of the Swiss
Indoor championships on Sa-
turday. reports Reuters.

. The victory pushed the
tourth-seeded Briton into his
fourth final appearance of the
season, where he will continue
to search for his first win of the
year against Slovakia's Karol
Kucera.,

Kucera, who upset world
number one Andre Agassi in the
quarter-finals, booked his pla-
ce in the final with a convincing
6-4, 6-3 win over sixth 5:«?
Nicolas Kiefer of Germany.

Ivanisevic, a huge soccer fan,
had asked organisers to stage
his semifinal early so he cuu%d
watch the European champi-
onship qualifier between Croa-
tia and Yugoslavia.

They obliged and so did
Henman. as he defeated the
three-time Wimbledon finalist
in 56 minutes.

One of the games biggest
servers, Ivanisevic was unable

Britain's Tim Henman makes a backhand return against

lo overpower his 25-year-old
opponent. Both recorded eight
aces but it was the Henman
serve which dominated as he
won four of his five service
games 1o love in the opening set,

In the second he recorded
two more love service games
while losing just four points.

That meant Henman needed
jusl one break in each set to ex-
tend his record over lvanisevic
o 4-0.

By the time he broke to go
ahead 2-1 in the second. he had
Lhe erratic Croat talking to both
hinmisell and his racquet.

Kucera. who only returned to
action last week after missing
nearly two months with a wrist

Injury. continued to show no
signs of rust as he swept past
Kiefer into his first fina] of the
seasor,

Typhoon Dan
the culprit

SHANGHAI. Oct 10: For the
second year in a row rain cre-
ated havoc at the [inal at the
350,000-dollar Shanghai
Heineken Open, postponing
Sunday's du«t::iJ between Marcelo
Rios and Magnus Norman, re-
ports AFP.

The poor weather in east
China is a result of Typhoon
Dan, which came ashore over
the weekend, spreading rain
around the region.

With 1998's inaugural finale
eventually played on a Monday
for the same reason -- Michael
Chang beat Goran Ivanisevic --
this year's title was also poised
to be put back a day.

Forecasts for Monday are a
bit more prormising, organisers
said.

Drizzle began at the Xian Xia

Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia on October 9. — AFP photo Tennis Centre around mid-day.
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