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Liaison body meets

again today to
finalise programme

By Staff Correspondent

- __The liaison committee of the
BNP-led opposition alliance
has reiterated its determina-
tion to further intensify the
one-point movement to oust the
government.

The committee which sat
yesterday to chalk out fresh agi
tation programmes failed to
so and decided to meet this
morning to finalise the next
course of action. Held at the of-
ficial residence of Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament. the
meeting was chaired hr BNP
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan.

"We will discuss with the
leadership of our respective
parties and finalise fresh pro-

rammes (Iin tomorrow’s
FMunda ) meeting,” said a liai-
y member.
The meeting condemned
and protested the killing of
some Bangladeshis and ‘push-
in’ by the Indian BSF in differ-
ent border areas including Pan-
chagarh, Nilphamari. Kuri-
ﬁram and Jessore and 'assem-

ling of thousands of people
along the borders for further
Hush—in. It also protested BSF's

ring of thousands of gunshots,
mortar shells and violation of
air space by Indian helicopter
al Kurigram border.

Another hartal

in last week of
this month likely

The BNP-led four-party op-

sition alliance is likely to en-
orce a countrywide hartal in
the last week of this month to
gear up the one-point oust-gov-
ernment movement, reports
UNB.

"We have discussed either to
enforce hartal or stage demon-
stration to intensify the ongo-
ing one-point demand. A final
decision will be taken tomor-
row (Monday] at a meeting of
the llaison committee.” said a
member of the liaison commit-
tee after attending its meeting
y:alcrdaly.

The four opposition parties

801

But this subservient gov-
ernment is yet to take any ef-

fective step against these ag-
gressive activities by India and |
it is unable even to lodge a for- |
mal protest. the meeting said. |
In a resolution. the meeting |
expressed grave concern at the |
death of six people in bomb ex-
plosion at Ahamadia mosque
in Khulna and planting of
bombs at a mosque at Mirpur |
and the Janakantha office in
the city. ;
The liaison body demanded '
immediale impartial inquiry ;
and exemplary punishment of !
those involved in the incidents
and called upon the people to |
make today's "Anti-aggression |
Day” a success. :
The country is in a serious
crisis and an anarchic situa-
licn as the government is pro-
viding “state and party patroni- |
sation of criminals,” instead of |
taking action against them, 1
The meeting was attended by
BNFP leader M Shamsul Islam
MP. JP leader Kazi Firaz
Rashid, Jamaal leaders Mo- |
hammad Kamaruzzaman, Ab-
dul Qader Mollah and ATM
Azharul Islam, 10J leaders Fa-
zlul Hag Amini, ARM Abdul
Matin and Moslehuddin Mo-
hammad Abu Bakar.

5 candidates
in Faridpur
by-polls

None of the five candidates
in the coming by-election in
Faridpur-4 parliamentary con-
stituency has withdrawn their
nomination on the last day yes-
lerday. reports UNB.

The by-election in the
Faridpur-4 constituency. which
fell vacant following the death
of Advocate Mosharraf Hossain
MP. will be held on October 27.

Prol Nasiruddin Ahmed
Musa. Krishak Mohammad
Sadeq. Saleha Bepum, Mo-
hammad Monjruzzaman Titu
and Mostafa Amir Faisal are

will announce fresh pro contestin ‘lﬂf the vacant seat,
grammes froth their separate says an Election Commission
rallles today press release

—— - - i —

PARJATAN OFFERS SPECIAL

DISCOUNTED CRUISE TO CHANDPUR

Autumn.
Cruising Date

Starting Venue
& Time

Prce

Special Attraction

‘| Places & time of
Pick-up for guests

Tours Dwiﬂﬂn

TIC, Head Office
| Dhaka Sheraton

‘Efw.:

In celebration of 'World Tourism Day’ let us
enjoy a different day on board in river cruise to
Chandpur. Be with us and explore the beauty
of nverine Golden Bengal on first day of late

16th October, Saturday '99

Mary Anderson, VIP Jetty,
Pagla, Narayangan; at 9 00 AM

Tk. 650.00 per Adult

Tk. 500.00 for Child under 12 years.
Tk. 2000.00 twin cabin

Tk. 1000.00 single cabin

Service Includes . Transfer Dhaka Pagla-Dhaka by non A/C
transport, Morning snacks with tea/coffee, Lunch, Akternoon
tca/coftee with biscuits, Live cultural programme on board
participated by popular artists

Raffle Draw and Attractive Prizes

1st Prize . 2.nights accommodation in AC twin room with

' meals for 2-persons in fixed menu at Parjatan

h Motel Updl, Cox's Bazar

| 2nd Prize  2-Nights accommodation in AVC twin room
with meals for 2-persons in fixed menu at
Parjatan Motel, Rangamati

3rd Prize - 2-nights accommodation in A/C twin room

with meals for 2-persons in fixed menu at
Parjatan Motel, Bogra.

Hotel Abakash

Sonargaon Hotel - 8.10 AM
Dhaka Sheraton

For tickets please contact :

327842, 818658
819199
309479, 863391/8566

BANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION

8 00 AM

- 8.15 AM
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Army explns'ive éxpéﬁs rushed to the Ahmadiya Muslim Jamat Mue at B
i recover two bombs from there.
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. Shab-e-Meraj
on Nov 6

. Holy Shab-e-Meraj wili be
observed on the night of
November 6 as the Hijri month
on Rajab begins tomorrow, re-
ports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the National Moon
Sighting Comumitiee held at the
Islamic Foundation auditorium
yesterday.

Comunittee President and
State Minister for Religious
Affairs Maulana Nurul islam
presided over the meeting.

It was decided at the meeting
that as the moon was not
sighted anywhere in Bangla-
desh vyesterday, the month of
Rajab will begin tomorrow
(Tuesday).

‘Punish my
husband
if he is
guilty’
From Naimul Hag

KHULNA, Oct 10 "If the au-
thorities [ind iny hushand

| puilty ol any crime, he should

he
Sh
Na

punished." sald BErshad
H(dar's fourth wife Sanjida
ar Shova.
Talk
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ing to The Daily Star
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and a leading Bengali daily at
‘Swarnakamal. Shikdar's
palatial residence at Son-
adanga this aflterncon, Shova
regretted that her husband was
being ‘deprived of his rights'.

'l have approached the high-
est police authorities here sev-
eral times to allow me to meet
my husband but they refused.”
she said. »

She alleged that her hus-
band's lawyers (including Ad-
vocate Monjurul Alam
Shova's paternal uncle) are be-
ing threatened by local influen-
tia I?IE not to stand by Er-
shad Shikdar, but there is no
protection from the adminis-
tration. "Is it not a violation of
rights?"

Asked if Shikdar had any
links with political leaders,
Shova disclosed names of a
number of high-ups from the
ruling and the opposition par-
Al th le f tl

k these ple Irequen
talked to my hplf;band :I'l':lld werz
in touch with him.” None of
them came to this house. she
added.

R:Jgarding Shikdar's alleged
illegal activities, she said sghr
was never allowed to ask about
her husband's wealth and prop-
erty or his business activities.
“Although, | was curious, [ had
no scope to know what were his
sources of income." she said.

Shova. who claims she is the

second wife of Shikdar, said
'my husband only told me he is
a contractor supplying building
materials and owns a number
of ﬂhu]f&"
Asked about the alleged
murders by Shikdar, she said.
'l don't beiieve he murdered so
many people.”

Regarding theft of Railway
pro . she said, if he is found

ty, law should take its own
Course.

Asked about Shikdar's first
wife's (Khodeja Begum) where-
abouts, she said, "I am not sure
but I hear that she went to India
for medical treatment."

The only inmates in the
well-protected house now are
Shova
Farida

BARISAL, Oct 10: Al least 50
| {)eﬂp!e were injured and over 20

1ouses arnd shops were damaged
in a fresh attack by a group of
armed terrorists in Amanat-
ganj and Palashpur slum areas
ini the town at around 12.45 pm
today.

According to local people,

and fired shots. leaving at least

Corruption charges
against Naziur

Rahman, 5 others

The First Additional
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court yesterday framed corrup-
tion charges against former
DCC Mayer Naziur Rahman
Manzur and five others in cor-
ruption case, reports BSS.

The Judge Amar Kumar Roy
fixed November 3 for recording
the statement of the prosecu-
tion wiinesses.
| The prosecution in brief: The
accused Naziur Rahman along
with five other co-accused mis-
appropriated government
money while he held the office
of the Mavor of Dhaka City
Corporation.

Another accomplice
of Ershad
Shikdar held

From Statf Correspondent

KHULNA. Oct 10: Comilla
Sadar thana police arrested an-
other armed cadre of Ershad
Shikdar on Salurday night. po-
lice said here today.

The arrested was identified
as Shahidul Islam, also an ac-
cused in four murder cases.

Meanwhile, police claimed
they made further headway in
interrogation of Ershad Shik-
dar, Liaquat Lashkar and Noor-
e-Alam. Twenty-five senior po-
lice officials are interrogating
the three alleged terrorists sep-
aralely at the KMP headquar-
ters, The interrogation was go-
ing on till filing of this report at
7:30 pm today.

The DC (Southl] of KMP said
that Ershad had confessed his
involvement with an interna-
lional gang of drug traffickers.

He also admitted having
purchased a land at Uttara in
Dhaka for Tk 19 lakh from one
Hitlu, also an international
smuggler. DC added.

Liaguat Lashkar has con-
fessed that he is one of the eye-
witnesses of the murders of
three persons committed by Er-
shad for having illicit affair
with his first wife Khodeja Be-

the terrorists exploded bomnbs

50 people, including a journal- <

ist Abdur Razzak, editor of the
local weekly Matabad. injured.
He received bullet injury in his
face.

Over 20 dwelling houses, in-
cluding roadside shops were
damaged and looted by the gang.

They also 'attacked the
houses of the district BNP secre-
tary Ebaidul Hagq Chand and
his relatives. Chand could
manage to flee during the at-
tack.

BNP ward office at Palash-
pur and its secretary Manik's
house were also damaged by the
lerrorists,

The trouble began after a
%mup of slum dwellers of

alashpur slum brought out a
procession demanding trial of
those involved in an alleged in-
cident of rape at the slum.

Police arrested four people —
Maruf, Suman. Rafig and Yusuf
— for their alleged involvement
in the attack,

The gaug created a reign of
terror i the same area yester-
day damnaging at least 25 shops.

A lense situation is prevail-
g in the area.

No decision yet

on gamchha

By Staff Correspondent

The Law Ministry is yet to
vet the Election Commission
proposal for replacing pan arndd
ship. two election symbols,
with Gamchha and shirt. the
ministry sources said

The EC sent the proposal to
the ministry as per rules in the
first week of this month.

Earlier, the expelled Awami
League leader Abdul Kader
Siddiqui. Bir Uttam, who is
contesting parliamentary by-
electicns in the Tangail-8 con-
stituency requestled the Chief
Election Commissioner to allo-
eate Gamchha [a thin cotton
towel] as his election symbol.
CEC Mohammad Abu Hena as-
sured him that he would con-
sider the request.

A top EC official told The
Daily Star yesterday that there
are 140 registered election sym-
bols in the country. Of them 119

See Page 11 Col 8
Push-in
From page 1

lies agreed between the home
secretaries of the two countries
in their meeting in November.
1998,

The Indian High Commi-
ssioner assured that he would
urgently convey the concern of
the government of Bangladesh
to his authorities in India.

EC verdict on

'floor-crossing'

today

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
today passes the verdict on the
controversial case of alleged
floor-crossing by two opposi-
tion lawmakers.

Two BNP lawmakers -
Mohammad Alauddin and
Hasibur Rahman Swapan -
joined the government of
Sheikh Haslna in February last
year against their party deci-
510711,

Since then, the BNP has been
accusing them of floor-crossing
which it says is tantamount to

R i vtulatinﬂ Article 70 of the
akshibazar to |
— Star photo

20 houses damaged, 50 hurt

Armed terrorists go on
rampage at Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

state’'s Constitution. The BNP
has also been demanding that
the seats of the MPs in parlia-
ment be declared vacant under
the dictates of the article con-
cerned.

But the MPs in question
have been arguing that their
conduct did not go against the
Constitution. peaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury
holds the same view.

However, the controversy
went to the Election Commi-
ssion on August 8 after the
Supreme Court ordered Speaker
Humayun Rashid Chowdhury to
refer the matter to the Co-

. mmission for a verdict.

The EC asked the contendi
parties on August 10 to defen
their positions in black and
white in a week from the date of
rﬂcaipt!nl' the leﬂers.

ng to the EC on August
17. fr?eyilagst date of one-week
deadline, the BNP re-iterated

Transport strike
in Sirajganj
From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ. Oct 10: Siraj-
ganj District Motor Sramik
Union began an indefinite
transport strike in Sirajganj-
Belkuchi and Sirajganj-
Enayetpur routes yesterday
protesting assault on a bus
driver by a shop-owner and his
supporters. 15 days ago.

Police sources said, a bus
damiljged a shop at Chala bus-
stand under Belkuchi thana
when its driver failed to control
the steering.

The shopowner and his sup-
porters beat up the driver seri-
ously.

Motor Sramik Union had
demanded arrest of the shop
owner and his supporters by
October 8, otherwise, they

threatened to go on strike from
Crctober 9.

Anti-aggression

From page 1

four parties will separately or-
ganise public rallies and bring
out processions carrying blac
flag in all ecity, district and
thana headquarters.

Sources said the opposition
parties will announce fresh
programme {rom their respec-
tive public rallies in the city to-
day.

In capital Dhaka. the main
opposition BNP will hold a
public meeting at Paltan
Maidan at 3 pm and later hring
out procession in the city. BN

chairperson Khaleda Zia is ex-

pected to address the meeting.
JP will hold a rally in front
of its central office at Kala-
bagan at 4 pm. Jamaat at the
North Galte of Baitul Mukarram
at 4 pm while the 10J at the
Purana Paltan mosque pre-
mises after the Asr prayers.

his original position. The s:arl
argue:dgthat the MPs shoul Inﬁz
their seats in parliament from
the day they had joined the AL
government.

But Mochammad Alauddin
and Hasibur Rahman Swapan
o1 August 16 sought one mon-
th's time from the EC for
preparing legal arguments.

The Commission extended
the deadline for them to August
24. Accordingly, the MPs sub-
mitted their replies within the
deadline. In separate replies,
they once again maintained
that their joining the govern-
ment was rnot in violation of the
constitutional provision in
question.

The EC fixed September 8 for
hearing the both the sides.
Meanwhile, the lawyers of the
accused demanded certain doc-
uments. related to the case,
from the petitioner. the BNP.
The lawyers of the petitioner
sought some time from EC to
provide their counterparts with
the documents.

Allowing the petitioners
time. the EC shifted the date of
hearing on the case from
Seplember 8 1o September
27.The lawyers of the petitioner
gave the documents to their
counterparts in the stipulated
time.

But on September 27, when
the full bench of the three-men
Election Commission headed
by Chief Election Commi-
ssioner Mohammad Abu Hena
started hearing on the case in
the presence of both sides, the
BNP dramatically walked out of
the hearing saying that it had
no confidence in the CEC.

However. the EC bench heard
the arguments of the lawyers
representing the dissident op-
position MPs and fixed October
11 for passing its verdict.

Secys gen of 4
opposition parties
to sit with Ershad

on Wednesday

Secretaries general of the
four opposition parties are
likely to sit with Jati
Chairman H M Ershad on
Wednesday, a to a deci-
sion of the liaison committee
yesterday, reports UNB.

BNP secretary

Mannan Bhuiyan presided over
the liaison committee meeti

| held at 29 Minto Road in the af-

ternoon.

"The move was taken to con-
solidate the unity of the parties
in the alliance as well as to
work out a joint declaration to
advance the current movement
to a logical end,” a liaison
committee member told the
Nnews i

Such meetings will also be
held in a lic order with other
chiefs of the alliance partners.
he said.

The liaison committee
leader said besides the secre-
taries general. members repre-
senting the four parties in the
liaison committee will also at-

tend the meeting with the party
chiefs,

On Friday. BNP ch n
Begum Khaleda Zlm 4
meeting with the secretaries
general and members of the li-

aison committee at 29 Minto
Road.

Tendons of father,
sons severed
in C'nawabganj

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Oct
10: Tendons of hands and legs
of a father and his two sons
were cut allegedly by the Shibir
cadres on the court premises
here today when they came to
appear before the court in con-
nection with a case, reports
UNB.

The victims, Suman, 20,
Shahin, 18. and their father
Saiful Islam. 43, were rushed to
the Nababganj Hospital and
later shifted to Rajshahi Medi-
cal College Hospital as their
condition deteriorated.
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NOTHING SECRET ABOUT IT

Circulation of a newspaper is open and
transparent all over the world. In Bangladesh,
assessing the actual figure is never easy.
There appears to be something secretive
about it. Prothom Alo has decided to reveal
the Exact Figures.

Today PROTHOM ALO’s

The fastest growing daily

From page 1
objection to his presence in the
bank as its chairman.

Babu, according to wit-
resses, then retorted showing
them the status quo order from
the High Court: “Don’t you
know how to read?"

After being in the office for
about five hours, Babu came out
at 4:10pm accompanied b
}::lainclut es Deteclive Branc
DB) policemen and National
Security Intelligence [NSI) per-
sonnel.

Later. Babu told The Daily
Star that he had gone to the
UCBL to discuss the day-to-day

matter of the bank “as I am the
chairman of the bank”™
He also denied having been

accompanied by armed men.
"On the contrary, | found some
25 people outside the chair-
man's room inside the bank.
Being asked they identified
themselves as Zafar Chow-
dhury's men. | then told them to
leave as Zafar was not around
and they lefl the place.

"1 went inside with a court
order. And question of invasion
does not come because | am the
legally elected chairman, and
the chairman has the right to
visit the bank any time. No
court has so far dy:clared my
election void.".

Babu also said that he would
move a contempt petition
against Zafar Chowdhury for
| violating the court order.

Babu ‘visits’ UCBL

Meanwhile, Zafar Ahmed
Chowdhury said he would seek
the prime minister’'s interven-
tion to have Babu arrested.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Zafar Chowdhury claimed that
Babu entered the bank at gun-
point. Zafar said that he too
would file a contempt case
against Babu.

Zafar said that 17 directors
of the bank gave a joint state-
ment supporting him. He said
Babu had come along with
"musclemen and police in four
microbuses”.

He termed the incident “a
repetition of the August 26 inci-
dent”, in which Babu allegedly
forced five directors including
Chairman Zafar to resign and
got himself elected as director
and then chairman. “The only
difference was that he forced
some officials out at gunpoint
instead of directors,” far
said.

Zafar said he along with
other directors went to the
UCBL office after Babu had left.

Asked if Babu took control
of the bank, Zafar said: "If
someone sits in chairman's
room for four or five hours it
does not make him the chair-
man of the bank.”

Zafar also denied having
gg:kcd “hired men” inside the

- "If I had hired mastaans
and they were inside the bank
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