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'India should

market its
defence
technologies'

NEW DELHI. Oct 10: Coun-
try's top defence scientist APJ
Abdul Kalam on Friday advo-
cated aggressive marketing of
India’'s frontline defence tech-
nologies like missiles. guns and
battle tanks to get its due share
of the whc}aping global market,
reports PTL

Making case for export of de-
fence systems such as Main Bat-
tle Tank (MBT), missiles not
covered by Missile Technolo
Control Regime (MTCR). guns,
light combat aircraft and nu-
clear power stations. Kalam
said this was needed to reach a
developed country status.

Speaking at the first PN
Haksar mernorial lecture on
“developed Nation: The vision”
here. he said India was on the
threshold of expansion of
aerospace, advanced electron-
ics, advanced sensors and ma-
terials industry and should op-
erate them in a market-driven
environment to win its share of
global market.

Kalam said India's thrust for
self-reliance should be coupled
with global marketing to over-
come what he called pressure
which "the developed world
may force upon us.”

He said this had become the
focus of Defence Research and
Development Organisation
[DRDO)] so that the self-reliance
mission of realising 70 per cent
indigenous defence systems by
2005 as compared to t¥u: present
30 per cent was achieved.

Referring to the Pokhran-II
and recent successful testing of
Agni-lI missile, Kalam said
these successful missions were
marks of nation's triumph for
self reliance despite technology
denial.

Last year's nuclear explosion
was also an example of a great
partnership between Depart-
ment of Atomic Energy (DAE)
and DRDO which helped the
country achieve self-reliance in
these sirategic sectors. he said.

Mubarak

approves

new cabinet

CAIRO, Oct 10: Egyptian
Presidenlt Hosni Mubarak has
approved a new cabinet with 12
[resh faces although key min-
istries like foreign affairs and
economics have been left in old
hands, officials said Sunday,
reports AFP.

But Mubarak was still to of -
ficially announce the 32- mem-
ber line-up after his new Prime
Minister Atef Ebeid meets later
Sundaﬁ with his cabinet mem -
bers, the officials said.

The cabinet will then meet
with Mubarak when they will
be sworn into office.

Those keeping their jobs are
Defence Minister Hussein

Tantawi, Foreign Minister Amr

Mussa, Interior Minister Habib
al-Adli. Economy Minister
Yusef Bultros-Ghali and
Information Minister Safwat
al-Sherif.

Yussefl Wali also stayed on as
deputy prime minister and
minister of agriculture.

Ali Eddine Helal. who was
.dean of the faculty of political
sciences at Cairo University.
was appointed to head a new
youth ministry.

Maher Abaza and Hamdi al-
Banbi, who were respectively
the ministers of electricity and
oil in the previous government
of prime minister Kamal al-
Ganzuri. were replaced by Ali
al-Saidi and Sameh Fahmi.

At the finance ministry,
Medhat Hassanein. replaces
Mohieddin al-Gharib.

Newcomer Mustafa al-Rifai
was given the industry portfolio
renamed technological devel-
opment and industry "to under-
line the importance that the
government gives to mod-
ernising the country and enter-
ing a new era.,” an official said.

The job was previously held
by Suleiman a.

The transportation and
communications ministry was
divided into two separate min-

i1stries, with Ibrahim al-
Dumeiri being given trans-
portation and Ahmed Nazif
colmmunications.

Voting opens
in Berlin poll

BERLIN. Oct 10: Voting
opened Sunday in Berlin, the
German capital and one of the
country's 16 states, in a poll ~x-
pected to be yet another in a
string of humiliating electcral
defeats for Social Democrat
(SPD) Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder. reports AFP.

Poll say the opposition con-
servative Christian Democrats
(CDU) will win the Berlin state
vote. which opened at 1200 BST.

Television exit poll esti-
mates of results were expected
almost instantaneously after
the polling stations closed at
2200 GMT.

The CDU may emerge with
an absolute majority in the
Berlin state parliament atter
governing for the past fcur
years in a coalition with the
SPD. according to an Infratest
Dimap poll released last
Sunday.

The poll put the Christian
Democrats’ support at 45 per
cent compared to only 21 per
cent for the Social Democrats,
below the SPD's already disas-
trous score of 23.6 per cent in
1995. a post-war low for them
in a Berlin vote.

Even if the Christian
Democrats, who scored 37.5
cent in 19935, still need the SPD
to form a government, the con-
servatives are almost certain to
remain the dominant party.

, with their candidate Eberhard

Diepgen. 57, staying in office

Schroeder's centre-left gov-
ermment i1s now almost as un-
popular as that of his conserva-
tive predecessor. Helmut Kohl.
at the end of his 16-year stretch
as Germany’s leader. an opinion
poll indicated last week.
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Armed encounters
peacekeepers

with

Militiaman shot dead in E Timor

DILI, East Timor, Oct 10:
Interfet troops shot dead a
militiaman and possibly hit
two others in separate encoun -
ters along the tense western
border of East Timor, an
Interfet spokesman said
Sunday, reports AFP.

The firefights, on Saturcay
and Sunday, marked the seccnd
and third time since ‘he
International Force in East
Timor (Interfet)] arrived thiee
weeks ago that its men had to
fight it out with armed pro-
Jakarta militias.

No Interfet casualties were
reported in either encounter,
spokesman Lieutenant Colonel
Mark Kelly said.

Kelly said the first firefight
erupted at 2:30 p.m. (0830 GMT)
Saturday when a small patrol
of some five men ran into 12 to
15 militiamen.

They uﬁencd fire on the mili-
tia after they were attacked two
kilometers (1.2 mile) inside the
border at a place called Alto
Lebos, to the north of the town
of Suai.

Kelly said the militiamen
had posed a clear threat to the
Interfet patrol.

‘It was at the last safe mo-
ment with the fire coming to-
wards them, (at) their observa -
tion post ... they [the patrol) en-
gaged (them) by fire.”

After the clash the militia-
men withdrew towards the bor-
der region, but the dead man's
body had been recovered, and
there was nothing on the corpse
to indicate that he had anything
to do with the Indonesian army.

In Sunday's shootout near
the border town of Motaain.
Interfet troops firing in self de-
fence, said two militiamen may

have been hit. The encounters
were the first since last
Monday. when two militiamen
were Killed and two Australian
soldiers seriously wounded
near Suai.

The militias have warned in
Indonesian-ruled West Timor
they have up to 12.000 men
ready to engage Interfet and
they are digging in for a guer-
rilla war.

Australian Primme Minister
John Howard warned Saturday
confrontations between the
Australian-led Interfet and the
militia could mount.

‘I've said it before and I'll say
it again today, this is a danger-

ous mission.” Howard said. "Sa -

far we have been spared the aw-

ful trauma of heavy casualties
but we can’t ... lose sight of the

possibility that things could
turn nasty.’
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Polls in India

CPI (M)-led left front manages
to keep vote percentage intact

CALCUTTA. Oct 10: Despite
conceding five seats to the Tri-
namool Congress-BJP combine,
the CPI (M]}-led ruling left front
has been able to keep its overall
vote percentage intact in West
Bengal. reports PTI.

The voteshare of the
Congress, which fared better in
some areas ol North Bengal and
pulled off a spectacular victory
al Berhampore., on the other
hand, dropped by two per cent
and helped the TC-BJP alliance
to wrest three seats from the
CPI-M.

Congress bagged 13.29 per
cent votes compared to 15.20 in
the 1998 election.

A cursory glance at the poll
statistics indicated that in both
Contai and Nabadwip. the two
seats which the Trinamool
Congress wrested from the
Marxists. there was erosion in
Congress votebank.

Congdress candidate Ajit
Khanra gotl just 34,070 votes
against 1,10,249 polled by the
party in the last election while
in Nabadwip the party nominee
Shankha Sekhar Biswas bagged
1,08.464 votes compared to
1.76.485 votes,

In both these constituencies
the voteshare of the CPI-M also
marginally dropped by just one
per cent.

But overall the left front
maintained its vote percentage
as it got 46.76 per cent votes
against 46.82 per cent secured
in 1998 election,.

Thé "ftont conceded three
seats to TC-BJP primarily due
to fall in the percentage of

Congress votes.

What is worrying the Marx-
ists is the inroad made by the
coinbine into the industrial and
rural belts considered to be its
stronghold.

Results indicated that the
combine not only retained their
support base in the metropolis
and its adjoining areas but pen-
etrated deep into the rural ar-
eas, so long the eldorado of left
votes, as well as in the indus-
trial belts.

Trinamool Congress which
increased ils vote share from
24.43 10 26.06 by contesting 28
seats made a clean sweep in the
city, winning all the three seats
and won Nabadwip and Contai,
considered as rural segments,
also on the trot,

Besides, the party retained
Serampore, an industrial area
and put up a spirited perfor-
mance at Barrackpur, another
industrial belt, by securing over
43 per cent votes against 48.06
per cent bagged by CPI-M candi-
date Tarit Baran Topdar who
captured the seat.

Apart from this, TC candi-
date from Howrah, once dubbed
as "Sheflield of India". got 39.44
per cent votes, although the seat
wert to the CPI (M) this time.

Another important feature

was the BJP doubling its
strength in the state by securin
11.24 per cent votes compare
to 10.20 per cent in 1998. BJP
had coritested 13 of the 42 seats

as polls ally of the Trinamool

Congress and
seats.

State BJP President Tapan

captured two

Sikdar who pulled off a surprise
viclory in Durmnm Dum in the last
election by a decisive margin of
1.37 lakh votes retained the
seat almost by the same margin
despite vigorous campaigning
by the CPI-M.

Sikdar secured more than 50
per cent votes and took lead in
all the seven assembly seg-
ments. This was despite the fact
that Chief Minister Jyoti Basu
and many top CPI-M leaders
had expressed confidence before
the election that the party will
regain Dum Dum from the BJP.

BJP scored another victory
in Krishnagar in Nadia district,
from where CPI-M state secre-
tary and party's politburo
member Anil Biswas- hailed.
Nabadwip, the other seat in the
district was captured by TC.

Although the combine won
len seats compared to eight in
the last poll, its candidates fin-
ished second in as many as 25
constituencies securing votes
ranging from 31 per cent to 46
per cent.

Left front. on the other hand,
which captured 29 seats came
second in 10 constituencies.

Even as the Congress Hasali-
foked its fortune Lo some extent
in some pockets of North Ben-
gal, in most of the 42 con-
stituencies’ harty candidates
finished third.

State Congress President
ABA Ghani an Chowdhury
retained the Malda seat by a re-
duced margin and WBPCC
working President P R Das-
munshi wrested the Raigun]
seal [rom CPI-M

Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (C) is mobbed by reporters as he leaves a
meeting after Bharatiya Janata Party MPs selected him as the leader of their
parliamentary wing in New Delhi yesterday. Vajpayee will be sworn in on October 13 as
India's prime minister for the third time at the head of a multi-party coalition.
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Typhoon kills 5 in China: a
Typhoon that lashed southeastern China's Fujian province killed
five people and shut down highways and rail lines, state media

reported Sunday. AP reports

jured and caused 15 million

rom

The storm on Saturday also left more than 100
yuan (dirs 1.8 million) in losses, the

eijing.
ople in-

Eir:ijin{g Evening News reported. It was the worst storm to hit the

city o
without water,

Xiamen in 46 years, the repo _
ower and gas. The five deaths occurred in

rt said, Most of the city was

houses that toppled in the city of Zhanghou, Xinhua reported.

French minister visits Rivadh:
French Defence Minister Alain Richard arrived in the Saudi
capital Riyadh Saturday for a two-day visit to boost bilateral

defence coo
French

ration, Xinhua reports from Kuwait City.
iplomatic sources in Riyadh said Richard will hold

extensive talks with his Saudi counterpart Prince Sultan Ibn Ab-

dul-Aziz on defence coo

peration. Kuwait News
In an interview with the London-based Arabic

ency reported.
aily Asharg Al-

Awsat before his visit, Richard said Paris hopes to sell French-
made IFCIFRC tanks to Saudi Arabia. underlining "equipping

the Saudi army

with the French tanks would give a new st

for cooperation” between the two countries.

Author Morris West dead: iem--

tionally-renowned Australian author Morris West has died

from heart failure while sitting at his writi

desk in his home

on Sydneys northern beaches, his son said Sunday, AFP

reports from Sydney.

West. 83, was the author of block-busting novels including
“The Devil's Advocate”, "Children of the Sun”, and "Shoes of a

Fisherman”. "He died verj;nl:

sentence,.” his son Chris O'H

eacefully in the middle of a
n said Sunday. "He was working

at his desk in the middle of his last novel and his heart simply

stopped.”

Mexico floods

death toll
rises to 400

PUEBLA, Mexico, Oct 10; The
death toll from this week's dev-
astating floods in Mexico
climbed above 400 on Saturday
as rescue workers pressed on
with the grim task of digging
out people buried when a mud-
slide Fnsulfed an entire village,
reporis neuters.

The extent of what President
Ernesto Zedillo called the
‘tragedy of the decade" was bec
coming starkly clear as the
rains eased and rescue workers
were able to reach villages that
had been cut off for days.

At least 200,000 people lost
their homes to flood waters that
swept over nine of Mexico's 31
states. Flash floods turned hill-
sides into deadly rivers of mud
that reached rooftop level and
buried alive villagers who took
refuge in homes and schools.

e death toll of 425 in-
cludes the states of Puebla,
neighbouring Veracruz, central
Hidalgo. Gulf state Tabasco and
southeastern Chiapas. That is
more than the approximately
400 killed by Hurricane Pauline
two years ago and the hundreds
killed by floods last year in
Chiapas.

The unofficial toll is much
higher. The newspaper La Jor-
nada published a La.[ﬂf Saturday
of 600 dead. And Formato 21
radio station said 206 had died
in Zacatlan, another town in

Puebla. o

S Arabia to
boost military

ties with France

RIYADH, Oct 10: Saudi
Defence Minister Prince Sultan
bin Abdel Aziz has assured his
visiting French counterpart
Alain Richard that the oil-rich
kingdom aims to boost military
tooperalion with France, a key
arms supplier, reports AFP,

"The fruitful cooperation be -
tween the armed forces of the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
France is progressing, and it
will continue," Prince Sultan
told reporters late Saturday as
they entered a first round of
talks.

A "French bid to sell its
Leclerc tank was "just one as-
pect of a wider Saudi-French
cooperation,” he said, addin
the matter was in the hands o
joint military committees.

Richard. who was to hold a
second working meeting with
Prince Sultan on Sunday,
hailed what he called the "ex-
tremely solid links" between
the two countries "at the politi-
cal and military levels.’

The French minister, on a
two-day visit, also met King
Fahd after his arrival in the
Saudi capital on Saturday.

Saudi Arabia, which plans
lo update its battle tanks, has
since 1996 been testing the
Leclerc. built by France's GIAT
industries, in the southern Rub
al-Khali desert.

The Leclerc is in competition
with the M1-A2 Abrams of the
United States and Britain's
Challenger-2. The Leclerc is
more expensive but has the

technological edge over its ri-

vals, according to Richard.

OIC calls for

closer ties
among members

YAOUNDE, Oct 10: Member
countries of the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference have
called for closer cooperation in
a Yaounde declaration winding
up a four-day conference here,
organisers said yesterday. re-
ports AFP.

The declaration. approved
Friday, said Islamic states had
to face up to the challenges of
globalisation and improve ex-
changes and trade among them-
selves which still remained
weak.

They Yaounde meeting
stressed the need to promote
trade and investment in the
private sectlor, particularly in

southern countries which make .

up the majority of the 55-na-
tion organisation.

Main topics discussed agri-
culture, agro-alimentation,
leather. textiles, pharmaceuti-
cals, petrochemicals, engineer-
ing, metal and service indus-
iries.

Only 27 of the OIC member
states were represented at
Yaounde. The OIC was founded
in 1969 with the aim of rein-
forcing Islamic ties and eco-
nomic cooperation.

Chinese dissident
to be tried
for subversion

BEIJING, Oct 10: A promi- .

nent Chinese democracy ac-
livist is 1o be tried soon for sub-
version by a Beijing court. a
New York-based rights organi-

sation said Sunday. reports
AFP,

The wife of Jiang Qisheng
has been told to find her hus-

band a lawyer in a sign that the
trial could take place soon,
Human Rights in China said in
a faxed statement,

Jiang was detained on May
|8 after making an open appeal
for public commemorations to
mark the 10th anniversary of
the June 4, 1989 crushing of
weeks of pro-democracy
protests in Tiananmen Square.

A former graduate student at
the People's University, Jiang
articipated in a student dia-
ogue with then premier Li Peng
during the tulmultuous 1989
protests,

After serving more than a
year in prison following 1989,
Jiang helped other dissidents
track down and identify those
killed b the People's
Liberation y in the crack-
down, the group said.

In a related event, Ma
Yuanxin, who worked with
Jiang on the 10th anniversary
appeal, has been found in a "re-
form-through-labour camp” af-
ter being sentenced without
trial for one and a half years,
the group said.

Ma disappeared in police
custody on May 18, and his fate
was only revealed when a friend
recei a letter from him on
October 5, the group said.

Demarcation of Sino-Indién
boundary a must: Experts

BELJING. Oct 10: Indian for-
eign policy and securily experts
feel that Beijing and New Delhi
must initiate steps to resolve
the vexed boundary issue by
demarcating the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) so as to avoid a
potential future conflict. re-
ports PTI.

Both sides should focus on
delineating and definitely de-
marcating the line of actual
control on the %rnund as well as
cartographically. former for-
eign secretary JN Dixit told PTI
here.

Parallel to this, there must
be incremental activity to im-
plement the various elements of
the 1993 and 1996 Sino-Indian
agreement, confidence buildin
measures in terms of peace an
tranquillity and military pull
back from areas conceptually
agreed on, Dixit said.

| would put the demarcation
ol the LAC as the highest prior-
ity because Chinese intrusions
are continuing, director of In-
stitute for Defence Studies and
Analyses (IDSA) Jasjit Singh
said,

India says China is illegally
occupying 43,180 sq of Jammu
and Kashmir including 5,180 sq
km illegally ceded to Beijing by
Pakistan under the Sino-Pak-
istan boundary agreement in
1963. On the other hand, China
claims that India has occupied
about 90,000 sq kms of Chinese
territory,

Our priority number one
should be to stabilize the fron-
liers by early desnarcation of
the LAC. Sing said. ,

Pointing out to Kargil con-
[lict between India and Pak-
istan which occurred despite a
well-delined Line Of Control

(LOC), Singh noted that along
the Sino-Indian border the
chances of conflict were poten-
tially high in view of non-exis-
tence of well-defined or mutu-
ally agreed upon LAC.

There is potential for mis-

understanding. miscalculation
and escalation of a small inci-
dent into a big one, he said.

Mareover. the nuclear capabil-
ity of both sides. requires
keeping the Sino-Indian border
stable. Singh said.

Singh noted that Chinese in-
Lrusions were occurring in ar-
eas where there is no agreement
on the LAC. Therefore, the ten-
sion will remain. Small inci-
dents have the potential to flare
up into big incidents, he said.

Dixit said both India and
China could take into account
new principles or terms of ref-
erence in settling the boundary
question.

The whole boundary issue
has been complicated by the
Chinese reverting back to the
17th century national jurisdic-
lion over various areas and part
of the claims are projected
through the prism of Tibetan
jurisdiction, especially in the
eastern sector, Dixit said.

Describing the Sino-Indian
boundary issue as a very com-
plicated issue in view of the
public opinion, the memory of
the 1962 war and the concept of
territorial nationalism. Dixit
said both sides could work out a
gradual formulation of terms of
reference and principles.

After this, he said both sides
could initiate a dialogue on the
extend to which the new agreed
principles could be applied to
the delineation of the Sino-In-
dian boundary.
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Sr1 Lanka President Chandrika Kumaratunga (L) pins a
on army chief Lieutenant

General Srilal

Weerasooriya yesterday at a parade marking the army's
50th anniversary. The military ceremony was held in
Colombo amid tight security and fears of Tamil rebel

attacks.

— AFP photo

Lankan army marks
golden jubilee amid
fighting with LTTE

COLOMBO. OQOect 10: Sri
Lanka’'s army marked its 50th
anniversary today with a
tightly-guarded parade here in
the capital Colombo, as thou-
sands of troops elsewhere in the
country fought bloody battles
with Tamil Tiger rebels, reports
AFP.

Nearly 2,500 soldiers and
officers put on a drill at the
Galle Face sea-front promenade
for their commander-in-chief,
President, Chandrika Kumara-
tunga, as many more troops and
police sealed off the venue.

Officials said the usually
tight security here was further
strengthened for the ceremonies
amid fears of rebel attacks.
Navy craft patrolled the waters
of the Indian Ocean, while
roads to the venue were open
only for invitees.

Among the invitees were
Pakistan army chiel of staff
General Pervez Musharraf,
Bangladesh army chief Lieu-

tenant General Muhammad
Mustafizar Rahman and India's
second-in-command, Lieu-
tenant General VP Chan-
drashekkar.

Sri Lankan army chiet Lieu-
tenant General Srilal Weera-
sooriya said they decided to in-
vite the heads of armed forces
in the three South Asian na-
tions because they provided
valuable training opportunities
to the Jocal security forces.

Also watchin% the parade
was Sri Lanka's first comman-
der of the army, Anton
Muthukumaro, 91, who led the
local army between 1955 and
1959, )
"l am jnui glad to be back,
said Muthukumaro, who now
lives in Australia. Muthuku-
maro, a member of Sri Lanka's
minority Tamil community,
said he was ilip.<ostiw .
massive expansion of the mili-
tary.
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Russian rocket
puts US satellite
1nto orbit

MOSCOW, Oct 10: A Russian
rocket carried a US telecom-
munications satellite into
space and put it in geostation -
ary orbit Sunday from the Sea
Launch platform in the first
commercial launch from the
Pacific Ocean site, the ITAR-
TASS news agency reported, cit-
Ell-EFthe control centre, reports

The DIRECTV 1-R satellite,
launched atop the Zenith rocket
at 0928 BST, was placed in orbit
at 1030 BST, ITAR-TASS said.

The satellite, developed b
Hughes Electronic Corp., will
provide 30 extra channels for
DIRECTV, the leading digital
television supplier in the
United States.

The Sea Launch platform,
close to the equator and far
from any land, was develo
as a joint enterprise by Boeing
Corp., with 40 per cent of the
shares, Energuia of Russia, with
25 percent, Kvaerner of Norway,
with 20 per cent, and the
Ukrainian firms lujnoe and
lujnashzavod, with 15 per cent
between them.

The enterprise, formed in
1995, holds orders for another
18 satellite launches.

The cost of Sunday's launch
has never been officially dis-
closed. but it is estimated at 100
million dollars, Interfax re-
ported.

A non-commercial launch
was carried out successfull
from the platform on March 27.

$140000 paid
for release of
Cambodian MP

PHNOM PENH, Oct 10: The
family of kidnapped
Cambodian opposition MP Lan
Phon paid a huge 140,600 dollar
ransom to win his release four
days into his terrifying ordeal,
the freed MP told AbzP unday.

The MP, a vocal activist for
the sole npﬁmsltiﬂn Sam Rainsy
Party, also lashed out at Prime
Minister Hun Sen for failing to
deliver adequate security in the
crime-plagued Cambodian capi-
tal.

"Now the world can see the
Cambodian ~vernment is in-
competent and cannot even
provide security to MPs.” he
said in an nterview at L.
Phnom Penh home. nursing
concussion caused by a blow to
the head from the kidnap gang.

"I must blame the govern -
ment for my abduction. and |
blame Hun Sen in his capacléy
as a leader who cannot provide
security to his people,” he com-
plainecii saying he was fearful
of further attacks.

‘I am still in fear of my life
and the safety of my family.” he
sald. adding his four-day ordeal
before his release late Saturda
was spent handcuffed, blind-
folded and under constant
guard,

Despite the criticism of au-
thorities. family members re-
vealed a "significant” chunk of
the ransom payment had been
met by way of a loan from
Cambaodia's authorities.

Sources close to Hun Sen
said on the weekend they were
considering footing the bill for
the MP's safe return. amid con -
cerns his disappearance would
be blamed on state security
forces.

Hun Sen has vigorously de-
nied any state complicity in the
incident. and police assert they
are pursuing a professinnal
kidnap gang with prior arrest
warrants pendlng{against them.

"We know who the kidnap -
pers are and we are hunting E;:r

then,” police spokesman Mao
Chandara said.

First-ever auction
of Elvis Presley
memorabilia

LOS ANGELES, Oct 10: The
first-ever auction of Elvis
Presley memorabilia has
reaped in more money than an -
ticipated, organizers said
Sunday, the final day of the
three-day event, reports AFP.

Organisers were not able to

| ]r:urmri e an exact dollar amount

rom the sale to date, but origi-
nally had projected reaping in
at least two million dollars.

Already on Friday, the first
day of the auction, sales to-
talled some 1.5 million dollars,
according to officials from the
New York-based Guernsey auc-
tion house, which organised the
event.

“The sale is going very well.
We have probably surpassed
that (the two million dollar

oal] already, said Amanda
earns, a spokeswoman for
Guemsey's.

All told, some 2,000 items
once belonging to Elvis were to
be sold at the auction, which got
underway Friday at Las Vegas'
MGM Grand Hotel.

Late Saturday, a wristwatch
which once belonged to "the
King" of rock and roll music,
among the most coveted and
bid-for items, fetched 32,500
dollars. A credit card issued to
Presley by the gas station chain
Texaco was sold for 11,000 dol-
lars.

On Friday, Presley's prized
1956 Lincoln Continental
fetched some 250,000 dollars,
while the singer's first piano
sold for 90,000 dollars, and his
little black phone book for
9.500 dollars,

The auction, organised by
the Elvis Presley Enterprise

which manages the late singer's
estate. includes photographs

and letters sent to Elvis, concert
costumes and accessories. as
well as books, guns and fumrmni-
ture. Presley died in August
1977.

A portion of the proceeds
will hep?:m to fund for Presley
» transitional housin~
development in Memphis,
Tennessee, officials said.
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