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" THE NET

An Opportunity Bangladesh Can't Miss

by Rizwan Bin Farouqg
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Internet is what will give Bangladesh a level playing field to compete wi
give us a chance to get ahead. In the next century,

using the digital nervous system, and Internet will

HE three-day showcase
I of India Internet World
'99 was an amazing
experience. This was the second
exhibition of its kind in India.
About 100 companies exhibited
Internet-based products and
services followed by a 5 track
conferences. panel discussions
and questioh-and-answer
sessions on all

relating to the Net economy:.
The speakers in the confer-

ence were all top-notch IT pro-
fessionals and entrepreneurs
from the Bay area in the US.
Most of them were young suc-
cessful Indians sharing their
experiences and with the inten-
tion of transferring their
knowledge and ideas back to
India. It is a remarkable fact

that 35 per cent of startup
comipaiies in the Bay area have
Indian origins.

Alter three days of confer-
ence, | asked myself: "Where
does Bangladesh fit in this
‘global digital economy?" Are we
going to miss this golden oppor-
tunity? Can we do anything to
leverage the Net and make.a
quantum change in our desti-
nation? if we do things at Inter-
net speed then we may have a
chance; otherwise it may be just
too late.

Internet as a global change
factor has significance. far
greater than that of its prede-
cessors — the printing press, the
television or telephone. This is
largely due to the growth of the
internet as an ‘interactive
medium, which has surpassed
any other communication vehi-

HE arrest of the so called

I- notorious Killer, rapist.
money and land grabber
Ershad Shikdar of Khulna has
caused near-hysteria among
some politicians,
personnel and bureaucrats
known to be his beneficiaries.
The past one month has indeed
been unprecedented. with every
day bringing fresh revelations
- Ershad Shikdar’'s
underworld criminal activities

angl most heinous atrocities tg ~

public view. Not an ufiustal and
unfamiliar case in this country,

this notorious criminal has
netiled the  police
administration in Khulna for
more than two decades. Most
disquieting, as the Home Minis-
ter has taken a resolve to arrest

all such cronies. accomplices

and abettors of Ershad’s crime.

the police administration in

Khulna has chosen to drag its

feet. Most shocking, the letter
sent by Khulna DIG on 30.9.99:
o the Police Commissioner ex-

pressing his inability to send

police officers for interrogating

Ershad Shikdar and his armed

cadres arrested so [ar has again

given a jolt to the nation's

mind. What has shocked people

even more was the conduct of

the "uniformed” people in pro-

lecting the terrorists and

tainted people.

But fact reveals none of the
20 police officers included in
Shikdar’s interrogation team
had shown any reluctance or

given any written objection to .

their inclusion in the team.
With Khulna DIG's refusal to
conduct interrogation of the

hardened criminal Ershad

Shikdar and his armed cadres.

the image of the police in the
country has again shown a

beatling. Now that it has become
crystal clear that with such

tainted personnel as the present

Khulna DIG who was once
ousted from police service al-
legedly for his misdeeds and

has now been restored in the

service with full facilities and

seniority by court order. the po-
lice administration in the

country has repeatedly failed in
its salutary duty to apprehend

criminals and detect crimes by
either those in power or outside
it and bring the guilty to book.

In: the backdrop of such
ominous developments, people
are looking Lo courts to inter-
vene il justice is to be done.
Killing, arson.‘ looting "and
plundering of wealth by a hand-
ful of terrorisis have continued
long since with direct and indi-
rect blessings. patronage and
protection of some politicians
and public figures. And sure
enough all such terrorists, and
killers like Ershad Shikdar
have evaded punishment be-
cause all these years right from
1979 they were protected by
their political mentors belong-
ing to all the parties in power
till 1996.

While the present Home
Minister's stand and stance ap-
pear clear and assuring to the
peace loving citizens. they now
increasingly feel that unless the
guilty are tried and convicted —
and not just tried and then let
ofl at great expense and torment
of the suffering community —
such scamsters are likely to
flourish with ever increasing
strength. At the same time. the
country’s highest court may
take a singular stance of sum-

the issues:

police -

th the rest of the world and

businesses will be done at the speed of thought by

to use it correctly.

cle in the history of mankind.
The Radio took 25 years and the
TV 15 to reach: as many people
as Internet has done in just 5
years. Finding wide acceptdnce
from busiriess as well as
individual, the Internet today is
more important than invention
of money if you can use it
properly. ;
There are number of a rea-

sons for this, The first is its
speed (in Bangladesh WWW is
more of a World Wide Wait). The
importance of real time
communication and
transaction mode e-commerce
value is set to reach S1 trillion
by the end of year 2000. As local
choice are transformed jnto
global options, and as
consumer realise that their
oplions are now virtually
unlimited, the need for speed
will only increase at an incre-
mented rate. In today's context,
the acceptable time to get con-
nected is, 3 seconds and trans-
action-processing time is 8 sec-
onds. With the arrival of the Net
economy, the power of
transaction is no longer in the

hands of the vendors. With in-
creasing competition, the

choice in now almost in the
hands of the consumer. In any
economy, this shift of power is
always a sign of progress — a
move to a f[ree competition
market where the vendor with
the best offer wins and
geographical barriers are
barriers no more. The Internet
has a life changing effect on the
global economy due to its scope
and scale. It is the only medium

Ershad

that offers 'a global visual

equivalent of a world-wide
market where vendors from all
over the globe with a variety of
wares set up stalls and solicit
customer from every nation.

On ‘a site like
<priceline.com>, a customer
can log on and cemmand the
price he wants to pay for an
airline ticket. On a site like
<amazon.com> a consumer in
Brazil can buy a book from
Milan. He can also cheek if
there are any other site selling
the same book at a cheaper
price than what he is paying
for. A site like <altavista.com>
can search this mammoth
worldwide directory of virtual
locations, i.e.. Mbraries.
shopping arcades. malls. etc.; to
find what one needs in a matter
of seconds. From the vendor
perspective; a small beeri seller
in northern Bengal can go on
the Net and peddle his wares to
world. An artist or a designer in
Bangladesh can sell his work in
a virtual boutique without ever
needing the expensive physical
presence he would otherwise.
needed in order to address such
a global audience,

Anythirg is possible on the
Net — the medium offers an
immense opportunity for any
one from anywhere, wishing to
do anything. The gestation pe-
riod for a business on the Net is
a tenth of that in the physical
world.

Given the fact that it look
Yahoo five years to reach the
same market capitalisation as
General Motors did in a hun-"

Behind the Sleazy World of

Shikdar

by Md. Asadullah Khan

moning those named in the Er-
shad Shikdar's underworld
criminal activities and place
them on the dock for answering
charges of harbouring notori-
ous criminals like Ershad
Shikdar and his likes in the

rountry;

.. . IF-evidence and indications'

are anything to go by, some
criminals, politicians and bu-
reaucrats in this country have
always been good friends. Each
has a use for the other, a nexus
that has been traditionally lu-
crative. More so, when once in a
while a criminal hits the front
pages of print media and as his
life unravels, politicians and
officials patronizing him and
enjoying the loaves and fishes
run for cover. In the present Er-
shad Shikdar case, which pos-
sibly is the most sensational
criminal in the country, so far
an entire spectrum of politi-
cians, police and civil adminis-
tration personnel are alleged to
have protected and patronised
the most dangerous “Mafia-
don” for such a long time. The
media has so far given the most
illuminating coverage in expos-
ing the crime and rape and far
above these. the 60-some

including the jail and police
administration. Precisely true,
other than the enormous media
publicity surrounding his case.
he would have ruled supreme
for years to come. He has so far
been .implicated in 13 kpown
murder cases other than the
cases invplying extortion,
cheating. kidnapping, possess-
ing illegal arms, smuggling and
drug dealing. To prevent him
from securing bail, tampering
with evidence and threatening
witnesses, the Home Minister
has requested the practising
advocates to have second
thought about taking up his
case in the court even in the face
of tempting offers. Loyalists of
Shikdar and some beneficiaries
of the "Mafia-don™ in a bid to
subvert public attention have
been crying hoarse with the
plea that the country has other
momentous problems to be at-
tended to by the government at
this moment rather than too
much follow-up of Shikdar's
case. But as the revelations of
his seamy career of building
numerous market places, prop-
erty. deaiings worth crores of
taka in Khulna city through il-
legal possession of railway

. Surely, there are lareer issues involved in Ershad
- Shikdar’s meteorie rise and unhindered operations.
He happens to be among the disreputable fioures who
served the politico-bureaucratic underbelly of the

couniry, In the ultimate analysis, people believe he
was not the only one, and only a full and honest eRquiry
can tell us what made liis sleazy world
develop 1o such a skiny empire.

killings by this hardened crim-
inal. Tragically, in most such
cases justice is rarely delivered.
For once off the front pages of
media, the case is forgotten as
we tend to have lost track of
Sheema and Rubel murder cases
now,

It will be interesting to see
what happens to Ershad Shik-
dar and his accomplices accused
of murdering 60-some people
and dumping them in the
Bhairab river bed in Khulna
city, raping women of his
choice, some times marrying

me of them by force, but still
iving in a comlfortable world,
always rubbing shoulders with
high echelons. so to say. the
cream of the society. Once this
beneficiary group's worldly
needs and mores are met; they
hardly care what happens to the
society and the country. Ershad
Shikdar and his likes buy so-
cial and political acceptability
by allowing their mentors and
godfathers enjoy the company
of society girls in most plush
houses in the city equipped with
all the comlforts and huxury of
the world. This is the way they
roam the corridors of power. An
unlettered ghat coolie in the
early 80s in Khulna City’s river
ghat. who could barely eke out
an existence, Ershad Shikdar's
has almost been a rags-to-
riches-to-jail story like in the
films.

Confined in the most iso-
lated and protected area and
watched by armed guards in the
Jessore jail, he has succeeded in

triggering panic in many places

land. KDA Jand, drug trade and
smuggling started trickling out.
some of them have abandoned
the fight amxd gone for cover.

Although confined in the
solitary condemned cell in the
Jessore Jail, protected by armed
guards to prevent him from es-
tablishing connections with the
outside world, astonishingly he
has no dearth of friends and
well-wishers even in the doc-
tors in the jail. Some doctors in
the jail there are reportedly is-
suing fake “sick certificate™ in
his favour to prevent him from
being transferred to police re-
mand for interrogation. Nota-
bles who had obliged Shikdar
so long and had pretly comfort-
able connection with him till
before his arrest now dis-
claimed any knowledge of him.
As already mentioned having
no educational background, hut
the restless and fiercely ambi-
tious Ershad always knew the
importance of two things: god-
fathers and connections. This
connection paid him off enor-
mously. He was elected a Coin-
missioner of Khulna City Cor-
poration in the voterless elec-
tion in 1988 and never attended
any meeting but that alsgo did
not disqualify him from reta n-
ing his job as Commissioner of
KCC.

As it appears. all the higher
echelons in the previous gov-
ernments till 1996 must have
protected and abetted his crim-
inal activities. After deserting
JP since the fall of Ershad, he
‘joined BNP in 1991 and drove
away one Rafig and became the

create immense value for our nation if we choose

dred year, this advantage
Bangladesh should not ignore.
The potential for Bangladesh to
launch itself through this
medium becomes self-evident.

The skills are there and the
ambition and capability are al-
ready in our hands. Now we
need to break down the barriers
in Internet speed. The im-
portant thing to note is that e-
commerce is not about technol-
ogy but about knowledge and
management. Strengthening
our basic communication
infrastructure and improving
access to information is one
key step towards this goal.

Internet is what will give
Bangladesh a leve] playing field
to compete with the rest of the
world and give us a chance to get
ahead. Bangladesh needs to
implement the following imme-
diately:

a. Telecom infrastructure
that will suppo:t our needs
without any monopoly.

b. Cyber Law that will protect
the vendor and consumer,

c. Banking systems that will
support the Net economy,

In the next century. business
will be done at the speed of
thought by using the digital ner-
vous system, and Internet will
create immense value for our
nation if we choose to use it cor-
rectly. But before that we must
have a cost-effective access to
the Internet, which can put us
online in 3 seconds.

The author is the executive
director, Axiom Technologies
Lid

owner of the only Ice Factory in
the entire ghat area. In the.fiuce
of fierce opposition from a see-
tion of Awami Leaguers in the
Khulna city, he manoeuvred his
entry into AL in Decémber
1997, But in the face of severe
criticism from the AL circle, he
was expelled from the party in
February 1998, How could "the
then ruling party”, civil admin-
istration and specially KDA
evade responsibility when its

lands weére grabbed by d Hor-

rendous criminal? These people
should have no pleas and ex-
cuses Lo hide their connections
as well as faces. :

Shikdar’s initiation into such
filthy trades taught him the
virtues of connections. Equally
important, however, were his

lical connection, Quite at the
ﬁglnning of his dirty life. Shik-
dar discovered that politics
provided both a cover and pro-
tection. And so he flirted with
Ershad’s JP in its heyday, then
joined BNP af the most oppor-
tune moment and then AL for a
brief spell of time to suit his
convenience. But shocking for
him. his dirty and sleazy un-
derworld %ﬂt exposed during his
short spell of stay in AL. Now
the bare fact that boils down to.
is that an intriguing facet of
Shikdar's operations was the
tacit connivance of the 'authori-
ties,” The victims could complain
to the police but Shikdar strut-
ted around in the firm belief
that nothing would come of
them. And really, he rémained
unharmed and ﬁis ‘operations’
continued unhindered.

The subversion went to the
exireme and seemed hard to
digest.’ The political system in
the country is undoubtedly dis-
torted but there are limits to

.transgression of law. Ershad"

Shikdar's approach was ver
brazen and for hun during ..L]};'
thiese years the law did not ex-
isl.

The plush houses he owned
wilh provisional of supply of
good food and liquors and gra-
cious hospitality for guests
helped enhance and build up
his connections. As reports now
circulate. he understood a per-
son’'s weakness and vulnerabil-
ity especially the importance of
women in cementing connec-
tions. Sources close to Ershad
Shikdar claim he had an insa-
tiable sexual appetite. But he
was not squeamish about allow-
ing his beneficiaries and friends
a share of the spoils.

Surely, there are larger is-
sues involved in Ershad Shik-
dar's meteoric rise and unhin-
dered operations. He happens
to be among the disreputable
figures who served the politico-
bureaucratic underbelly of the
country. In the ultimate analy-
sis. people believe he was not
the only one. and only a full and
honest enquiry can tell us what
made his sleazy world develop
to such a shiny empire. The
postscript 15;1 Ersha Ehiklf:lll‘
personiifies the country’'s ugly
underbelly.

The looming question that
now strikes people is whether
such dreaded criminal who had
so much of connections with a
host of high-ups would be al-
lowed to live that long to stand
trial. History only reveals that
a criminal of his type having
such connections with the
world 'at large’ is often made to
die before he could make any
confession and name the asso-
ciates who helped him in his
meteoric rise riding the wings

of crime.

The writer is Controller of

|

Examinations, BUET

_'-'I-j'.ET_lI-JjI.'JiI.:Jr[I:_:-! .:-'n:_.::'i .n_'J:

|[I|[I :';l -T. |'|- T I:-l.l::-.-!-.II:ILI:EIII:rI r

=T i Iirsle=sleai= ] | T | TimTrale TEs Ts
]|.I.' iC .."' = |l |.I.rl.' . |"':,':'r.I l'.:-' .-'i'|'i|| ._.'l'.
At | | b i o | e bl = il |

e
.!r'lir‘llHJlE

—r—3
= [an & |

el Rl R R E R

-

RRERERE

IEJF.JJ_E [= |-[- -_ = -.'-'.-_ i

[E]]

ol

L]
—
Al R

-

e e e

||'_||. Hi
=4

; m:nmﬁmm,m:wma,ww, O w1 O @8 IR, CF ; Yov 8Lk, 200ey ) WA SBRete, P - 856388 L) T CAIOA, G

SSgTBTe =1m517 Yoy (@ W 2ree
AFOACH (SISSIY o) FRGE IN|
s Aeglly, B-c ey genfa R

‘‘‘‘‘

=I5s1 e - vo
wafer § e

wifew 8 w

FIENTA T HAFE Sscwda feaa s« oraig =oaifers

vodody O HE WM JSmede, (v : 803834 0 W53 WA RAwW, (W : voisay O ool wibm, v : 8osoxd U ISl %, (WM : voaesy O GPf
i abm e, o : docoeyd | WM 3 0 o WH G, GO : 4388¥3 O €N, B TN, (O : a3ooo () sl e, co : a3083y | PYOND ¢
O 7w B, o : qyeeoe 0 1R BT G, (B : 138355 | YT 8 0 S w83 e 7, O : 435b90 () W07 AT Brenfiwrs, v : 4308) | TP
$ CRTST 0T, O < oave ) (TSI GTOT, CH : ¢dde O Wit B, coiR : 93338 | WP ¢ O vovm SBRes, v - 49854 O 97 0, GO ; 49049
Dmm,m:ﬂanmuﬂ‘rluhm,m:MrM':UMnmm.m:ma,tmDMﬂm
ma:awLa-mumm,m:mnm:nuaaﬂ.m:uwm:Dmmﬁ.m:wm,:%:gmﬂ,m:m

ZI51 S=cas 93N Ia 2= 2 .-ﬁ
AGHAISI FieFAIGT [FRERGEs &=

ue-9, Belt P e, Ao, CUIR : Bboo3d0, Brolexd, W : bh-od-dbotesq . HONDA

Py
A
) E)

{0

L)

lllTil-’H"

Ay

e g




