Vieira

LONDON. Oct 9: France's

regretful

World Cup winning midfielder
Patrick Vl:clra said Saturday
that he fears his reputation is
the main casualty of his latest
run-in with English football
authorities, reports AFP.

The player was sent
ofl against West Ham last week-
end and later with mis-
conduct by*the English Football
Association (FA) for spitting at
Neil Ruddock after being or-
dered off. There are also allega-
tions that he confronted a po-
liceman in the players' tunnel.

“1 worry about how I'm goin
to be remembered,” Vieira tol
British TV channel ITV.

“l do not want dp:uple to
think of me as a bad person. I
don't think | deserve a long sus-

nsion. [ only live to play
ootball -- this is my life.

“When | saw what | did on
television I did not feel it was
me. It is the first time in my life
I have done anything like that.

'l want to say sorry to every-
one, especially the Arsenal

fans."
~ Toshack
banned

MADRID, Oct 9: Real Madrid
coach John Toshack will have
to watch next Wednesday clash
with Barcelona from the Nou
Camp stands after receiving a
one-match ban from the
Spanish Football Federation,
reports Reuters.

The Welsh coach was shown
the red card du Real's 3-2
defeat at home to Valencia last
weekend for comments to the
referee.

Toshack's ban comes as a
further blow for Real. who will
also be without suspended de-
fenders Roberto Carlos and
Fernando Hierro.

Philippoussis
doesn't bother

SINGAPORE, Oct 9 (AP): If
the pressure is on Mark
Philippoussis, he’'s not showing
it. In fact, the towering
Australian with the deadly
serve says he couldn't care less
what people think about his

game,

And that : includes
Australia's Davis Cup coach
Tony Roche and captain John
Newcombe.

The two recently indicated
that they'd be watching
Philippoussis’ performance at
the Heineken Open in
Singapore this week to decide
whether he would be included in
the squad for the December fi-
nal against France.

“I'm here gla ng for me, no
one else.” Phil ussis said
Saturday. "I couldn't really care
less if they judge me, I'm here
plairlng for myse.l."

t will be Philippoussis's
first tournament since lo in
the second round of the RAC
Championship in Indianapolis
in August, and while he says
he's back to top form, he does
admit to butterflies.

“I'm sure I'l] be a bit nervous
once | get out on the court. My
Injuries are fine, I've been
training extremely hard in
Florida with my coach. Gavin
Hopper. | have no complaints,”
he said. “I'm f at on the
court, hitting the well.”

He ref; to be drawn on the

ssibility of being excluded
rom Australia's Davis Cup
suad.

At the. moment U'm here in
ingapore, This is wha! ['mn
concentrating on at the mo-
ment and after this is another
tournament. When the time ar-
rives and we talk about it and if
I play that's what I'll concen-
trate on,” he said,

West Indies batting sensation Ricardo Powell obliging his admirers yesterday.

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

] COLOMBO, Oct 9

(Reuters/ Internet

| report): Sri Lan-

' ka. buoyed by

| recent wins in

e —— —  Test series against

Ausltralia and a tri-nation one-

day tournament, are confident

they can win the forthcoming

Sharjah cricket tournament,

coach Dav Whatmore said on
Friday.

“We are playing well and are
confident. Baklstan is a little
stronger and you cannot under-
estimate West Indies, especially
when you have a player like
(Brian) Lara

playing.,”
Whatmore told a media cnnl%r-

Y -m?rj*‘,‘j.

Sri Lanka cricket coach Dav Whatmore speaks

ankans riding high

in a Lthree-Test series after win-
ning a one-day tournament
which they staged against
Australia and India.

Aravinda de Silva, dropped
for that tournament, was in-
cluded in the 15-man squad for
Sharjah named last Monday.

"The selectors felt that we
needed some experience in the
middle order, that is why
Aravinda has been included.’”
Whatmore said.

"We may have won more
than two matches in the Aiwa
Cup if we had another experi-
enced player. Aravinda as we
all know is a wonderful player,
one of the best in the world. He

to reporters

in Colombo on Friday before his team’s departure for
Sharjab to play against Pakistan and the West Indies.

ernce.
The three-nation Sha rtl h

tournament runs from October
11 to 23.
Sri Lanka beat Australia 1-0

— AFF photo
stuck a bit of form in the Test

matches and quite rightly
eamed his spot back in the one-
day team”.

Sri Lanka's former captain

Arjuna Ranatunga was not in-
cluded but Whatmore said he
could still play for the team in
the future.

‘In the last 19 innings
Ranatunga has been the main
run scorer for Sri Lanka. If the
selectors feel his experience
against the opposition is re-
quired, then he will play.”
Whatmore said.

The squad, captained by
Sanath Jayasuriya, leaves for
Shﬂah on Sunday.

e Lankan coach said that
Jayasuriya only could get better
as a captain with time.

"Sanath had a difficult job to
perform and I thought he han-
dled the side pretty well. He
hadn't captained the team for
some time and to take on the
leadership of the national team
is never easy.

“To Sanath's credit he per-
formed very well indeed and I
think he will get better. One of
the reasons why he did well was
the support he got from every
other player in the squad not
just the team. When you have
that sort of backing, it makes
your job that much easy.

Jayasuriya (30) replaced
Ranatunga for the Aiwa Cup se-
ries and got instant success.

Sri Lanka will adopt a more
conventional approach to the
one-day game than their pinch-
hitting tactics, meaning that
Romesh Kaluwitharana will no
longer be required to open the
batting.

"We like to play one day
cricket a little bit more cau-
tiously early on with wickets in
hand. We've got the players to
knock the ball around in the
middle overs and take the two's
and do a lot of running. It's a
fantastic _option to have
Romesh around although he
won't be opening for us perma-
nently.” said Whatmore.

FIXTURE

Oct. 13: Sri Lanka v West
Indies

Oct. 14: Pakistan v West
Indies

Dct 15: Sri Lanka v
*akistan

Oct. 17: Sri Laiika v Wesl
Indjes

Oct. 18: Sri Lanka v
Pakistan

Oct. 19: Pakistan v West
Indies

Oct. 22: Final

From page 13

- D8S8: Why do you think the
West Indies failed in the last
World Cup?

RJ: I think the batting let us
down. Our bowlers did a fantas-
tic job, but we didn't have
enough runs to with.

8: When all the other
batsmen in your team were
struggling in the ill-fated series

ainst South Africa and in the
1 World Cup in England. you
had been in tremendous form.
What do you think was the rea-
son?

RJ: [t was a very disappo
ing series against South Africa
and we couldn’t pick ourselves
up in the World Cup also. As for
my success, well | put my trust
in God and it was he, there was
no other reason. I guess it was
my tum to come good.

DS8S: Do you consider your-
self a wicketkeeper who can bat
a bit or are you a specialist
batsman?

RJ: Of course I can be a spe-
cialist batsman. It all depends
on the situation really. I have
scored a lot of runs in domestic
cricket. I have five first-class
hundreds and a lot of half-cen-
turies. I consider myself a gen-
uine batsman.

DS8S: Your batting form
since you started opening in
one-day internationals has

been wonderful. Are you enjoy-
ing it?

RJ: Definitely. I am getting
more chances to settle in and
then go for the shots, which in
my normal position | wouldn’t
have got.

‘DS8: Why do you think the
West Indies are struggling in
batting these days?

RJ: Well, that's life, It's not
like every time you go out there
%-‘t;mﬂre to score runs.

be times when runs

will be very hard to come by. We

have a lot of young and

it's just a matter of time before
thirﬁsstmt to happen for us.

: You have kept wicket

for some of the greatest fast

tnt-

bowlers of our time... Curtly -

Ambrose and Courtney Walsh.
Did you find it very challeng-

ll-I‘E';.l: Well, Ambrose and |
come from the same village
(Swetes), so I have been his
wicketkeeper since youth.
That's wh%vl:ee{ptng wicket to
Ambrose, Walsh or the other
Jast bowlers has been guite nat-
ural for me.

DSS: Among the bowlers for
whom you have kept, who do
you consider as the fastest?

A

McLean.

DS8S: And the fastest you
have faced?

RJ: Shoaib Akhter is the
quickest bowler 1 have faced,
but Wasim Akram has been the
most difficult. You see Akhter
has only pace. but Wasim is a
rmuch better bowler because he
does things with the ball. You

have lo be ahvays on your toes
against Wasim.

DS8S: What about Glenn Mec-
Grath?

RJ: McGrath is basically line
and length. He just stays there
all day, very difficult to get
arvaty.

DSS: Who do you regard as
the best wicketkeeper?

RJ: lan Healy. I rate him as
the best wicketkeeper in the
world. He makes it look so easy.

DSS: Being a professional
cricketer nowadays has become
a hectic affair. You are always
travelling and you don't seem to
have much of a social life. How
are you coping with it?

: Well. it's not too hard for
me because I am not engaged
with anything and I am not
married. | enjoy travelling. But
sometimes you miss your fam-
ily and a couple of days with
them can cheer you up because
you are away for most of the
time,

DSS: What do you enjoy
more--Tests or one-dayers?

RJ: Test cricket., because of
its challenge. One-day cricket is
explosive but in Tests you have
to work for your runs and the
field placing makes it all the
more difficult. In Tests you are
playing against the best and its
more demanding physically.
All these aspects make Tests
challenging and [ like to experi-
ence that.

DS8S: How do you rate your
skipper Brian Lara?

RJ: He is a fine captain. You
see everybody needs some time
to settle in and people should
understand that. He is a great
player and I'm sure when is
through he will be ranked as
one of the greatest. He is
OK. I wish him all the best.

DSS: Who do you think will
take over the mantle of Curtly
Ambrose and Courtney Walsh

once they are through with
their career?

RJ: Well, we have e
quick bowlers like Mervyn

I guess it is Nixon

ool customer

Dillon, Reon King, Pedro
Collins. Nixon McLean. Correy
Collymore, Franklyn Rose... to
name a few. And there are sorme
other guys back home. I think
these bowlers are more than ca-
pable of delivering the desired
results in the future. We also
have a number of good spin-
ners. It's only a matter of time
before they come good.

DSS: Tell us your views on
the present batting sensation,
Ricardo Powell?

RJ: You see, he has got every-
thing -- talent, timing. power. [t
is now up to him to stay focused.
ry and improve his game all
the time. He has the potential to
becomne a great player.

DSS8: What is the state of
Wesl Indies cricket now?

RJ: The West Indies Cricket
Board is looking into the future.
They are investing more on the
youth. which is a very encour-
aging sign. I think the future is
bright for the West Indies.

DSS: How is it like to have
Iegenda%' former West Indies
captain Clive Lloyd as manager
of the side?

RJ: He has a great reputa-
tion. He has dominated in his
time. He has had an enormous
effect on the players, specially
the fast bowlers. He has intro-

duced some very positive things
in our ;

D8S: You have played
against the adesh team in
the World Cup and also in the
three-day match here. What is
your opinion about the local
side?

RJ: Well, they were very
competitive in lf‘?e three-day
match and surprised us a bit.
Cricket is on the way up here.
As long as they play more
matches against quality teams
and keep working on their
overall game, I think they
should come up.

DS88: What do you do in your
leisure time? Do you relax or go
to parties?

RJ: I am not a partygoer. 1
prefer to relax. | do some medi-
tating, read the Holy Bible and
other spiritual books, listen to
Gospel music. [ go to the beaches
also. I seldom watch television.
Even when I am all by myself. |
hardly turn on the television
set.

DSS: Do you set yourself tar-
gets?
RJ: Yes | do. Once a season is

over, the opponents will anal-
yse gnur game and try to find
lweaknesses. So it is important
o keep on improving and try to
do better the following season.

DSS: Are records important
to you?

RJ: Not really. I don't play
Jor records. I do what the team
wants me to do. Basically I am a
team man.

DSS: What do you see your-
self doing once you are through
with your career?

RJ: | am a teacher, I teach
physical education at the
Swetes Government School. |
want to be an example to the
youth. I see myself going back to
teaching once [ retire.

DS8: How long do you think
you will c; on playing?

RJ: It all depends on the
Almighty. If he wants, I may
carry on for four or five more
years. If he decides otherwise. |
will step down curlier,

Nigerians
et readx
igeria'

LAGOS, Oct 9: S
sports ministry has set up a
committee to mobilise "finan-
cial and moral support” for its
national soccer team in a bid to
win the 2000 African Cup of
Nations, reports Reuters.

"Ex-footballers, soccer jour-
nalists and soccer lovers make
UE the nine-man committee
which has begun work," sports
ministry official Amos Adamu
said on Friday.

In the 43-year history of the
biennial tournament, Nigeria
have only won the trophy twice
—in 1980 and 1994. are to
co-host the event starting on
Jan 22 with West African
neighbours Ghana.

De Bilde gets
a recall

BRUSSELS, Oct 9: Belgium
have recalled Sheffield
Wednesday striker Gilles De
Bilde for Sunday's friendl
against E in Sunderland,
nine months after the player
walked out on the national
squad, reports Reuters.

Belgian coach Robert
Waseige called up De Bilde after
Emile Mpenza withdrew from
the squad with a knee injury.

Earlier, Mpenza's brother
Mboi pulled out of the squad,
also with a knee injury. He has
been replaced by his Standard
Liege team mate Frederic
Pierre.

L]

[

| of the

Sweden coach
hopes for best

LONDON. Oct 9: Sweden
coach Tommy Soderberg said
Friday he was determined not
to disappoint England support-
ers w]Een his side take on
Poland in their final European
Championship qualifier on
Saturday, reports AFP.

Poland need just a draw in
Stockholm to end England's
participation in the competi-
tion and move into the play-
offs.

Soderberg insisted his team
would not be giving the Poles an
easy time, even though Sweden
have already qualified for the
Euro 2000 finals. to be held in
the Netherlands and Belgium.

"We try never to speak in
terms of winning or drawing
but we go out and play as well as
::r can every time,"” said Soder-

g. :
"We will be doing that
against Poland. | can assure you
we will be going flat out. We
have a professional and a na-

tional pride and it is our inten-
tion to play as well as we can
every time.”

Jan Tomaszewski, who kept
f,ﬂal for the Poles to deny Eng-
and World Cup qualification in
1973, insists that his country
lack the neces experience to
earn a draw in Sweden.

'l was in a better situation
than the current Poland goal-
keepers Lecause |1 played with
the defence all the time. I un-
derstood them and they under-
stood me," he said.

“Today they dc='t under-
stand each other because they
don't know who is going to be
between the posts, though I
think it should be Boguslaw
Wyparlo, who was Lodz's goal-
keeper against Manchester
United earlier this season."

But Poland's current rear-
guard of Tomasz Waldoch,
Jacek Zielinski and Tomasz
Klos must cope with the atten-
tions of an unlikely Swedish-
gual-scnrilig hero if they are to
usurp the English.

The Poles will face an in-
form Niclas Alexandersson af-
ter his two goals in two games
;nsured Sweden topped Group

ive,

And with his most recent
club performance ending in a 5-
1 victory -- Sheffield Wednes-
day's first win of the season --
confidence is higher than it has
been all season for the 27-year-
old winger.

Seven members of the
Swedish squad have experi-
enced football in England and
Alexandersson is adamant that
his home nation will give his
adopted country a play-off
berth.

“The most important thing
for me was for Sweden to qual-
ify. But living and playing in
England, 1 would like to see
them go through," said Alexan-
dersson.

"England is such a big foot-
ball country that for the inter-
est of the tournament it's better
if they are there.

“England have been in many
Ig tournaments over the
years and have a lot of e)F}eﬂ-
ence, so it would be good if they
were involved again.

"l reckon that come next
s#mmer.]dugcdar Kevin Keegﬂél.
they wou a s side
because they ha::?n mantrm? good
players.

"Everyone knows England
can be a good team. They've
inaybe rict been playing at their
best in this gualification, but
Elf.itﬂﬂ'tlﬂ'-ﬂﬁ things can go like
that.

"Sometimes you don't per-
form as you would like to and
that was the case for our last
World Cup campaign.

TIANJIN, China, Oct 9: A
dazzling performance from
teenage prodigy Andreea Radu-
can hellped Romania's women
kick off the defence of their
team title in imperious fashion
al the World Artistic Gymnas-
tics Championships here Sat-
urd_ﬁ)"(,, reports AFP.

¢ tiny Raducan, who only
turned 16 on September 30,
stamped her precocious talent
on the championships with
near-flawless routines on the
beam and floor.

liv. oreathtaking brace was
the highlight of a fine all-round
display th_'l the Romanians, who
topped the opening round of
qualifiers after four groups
with a score of 154.394.

The Ukraine were second
with 151.970 points. while Rus-
sia kick off their campaign
later Saturday. China and the
USA take part in their quali-
fiers Sunday.

"We are very happy but there
is a long way to go yet,” Roma-
nian head coach Octavian Belu
told reporters after watching
his inexperienced squad delight
the crowd at the Tianjin Sports
Centre.

"Yes, Raducan did very well,
but we will see how good she is
when she competes in a final.
It's too early to start saying she
is a world ¢ pion,” Belu said.

World individual all round
silver medalist Simona Ama-
nar had been expected to lead
the Romanian challenge, fol-
lowing the retirement of stars
Gina Gogean and Lavinia
Milosovici.

Instead it was the diminu-
tive Raducan -- with scores of
9.8 on the beam and floor -- who
led the way.

The Romanians also appear
to have unearthed another gem
in Maria Olaru, competing in
her first world championships,
who topped the unofficial indi-
vidual atandings just 0.037
points ahead of ;

"We had to find individuals
capable of replacing the girls
that retired and these two have
done well so far. But it's sensi-
ble to be cautious at the moment
because we haven't won any-

yet,” Belu said.

ere are other teams like
Russia. the USA and China who
will be very strong. So we did
what we have to do. The real
competition starts in the finals
on Tuesday.”

Bangladesh football team manager Abdul Gaffar treating the outgoing captain Jewel Rana

DHAKA SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10. 1999

with a piece of cake during a reception, arranged by Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, accorded to
the SAF Games gold winners recently. General manager of the hotel San Amalan (3rd from
R) was present during the function.

Lemerre will st ay

no matter what

PARIS, Oct 9:
8L French Football
UR Federation (FFF)

200 resident Claude
9 .,;_ol imonet said
Friday that Roger
Lemerre would remain in
charge of the national team un-
til next summer even if the
world champions fail to qualify
for the 2000 European Cham-
pionships, reports AFP.

Lemerre. who succeeded

World Cup winning coach Aime

et T o e SE

Jacquet after the victorious
France '98 campaign. on
Saturday leads France into
their last scheduled Group Four
qualifier with Iceland in Paris.

French midfield star Zinedine Zidane practises at
team’s Clairefontaine base on October 8.

France are lying a precarious
third in Group Four behind
Ukraine and Russia, whose
match in Moscow kicks off at
the same time.

Simonet said: "If we are
eliminated my wish is that
Roger Lemerre finishes his

contract which runs out on July

31, 2000 and sorts out outstand-
ing business by leading the
French team in our two remain-
ing friendly matches.

“There is no need to rush. We

th
— AFP photo

would have to reach consensus
on a man to lead the French
team.”

That could open the door for
a summer transition of power

world cham

to Auxerre's legendary coach
Guy Roux, in charge of the
Burgundy club for an incredible
39 years. Roux was the FFF's
first choice to succeed Jacquet
only for his club president to
veto the move.

But all is not lost for
Lemerre. Should Russia and
Ukraine draw then victo
against Iceland would be suffi-
cient for France to top the group
and qualify aulumalicall_r,

But an outright win for ei-
ther side in Moscow would leave
France second and relying on
vir:tngy in a play-off-assuming
they defeat Iceland.

However, Iceland ran the
pions close in
Reykjavik, getting the better of
a 1~{ draw and France have
been hit by injury and suspen-
sion.

Arsenal's Emmanuel Petit
and Real Madrid's Nicolas
Anelka are  definitely out
through injury although
Chelsea's Marcel Desailly now
looks to have won his fit: -ss
battle and is set to play.

Goalkeeper Fabien Barthez
and squad player Frederic Dehu
are both banned.

Lemerre is also aware that
he is yet to resolve the one
weakness in the team that even
national hero Jacquet failed to
overcome — the lack of a world
class striker.

The indications are that he
will persist with the all-
Bordeaux pairing of Sylvain
Wiltord and Lilian Laslandes
against Iceland although he has
options with Monaco's David
Trezeguet and Lyon's Tony
Vairelles.

Against such a background
there is the very real fear that
the team crowned world cham-
pions 15 months ago could fail
lo qualify for next year's conti-
nental linals.

Simonet. anticipating the
what il questions, has made it
clear that Lemerre, Jacquet's
right-hand man during the
World Cup, will not be required
to clear his desk the mornin
after elimination, if that is the
outcome on Saturday.

And he ended: "l}}rae problem

v.}fiil not arise, if France qual-
ity.”

Rios In

SHANGHAI, Oct 9:
Top seed Marcelo
Rios reached his
first final in
nearly five
months Saturday,
overcoming a rain delay and
threatening conditions to de-
feat Jonas Bjorkman 6-4, 6-1 at
the 350.000-dollar Shanghai
Heineken Open. reports AFP,

It was the week before the
French Open last May when the
23-year-old Chilean last found
himself involved in the fight
for a title, that at St Polten,
Austria.

Rios, seventh in the world,
has battled with injuries for
much of the year and is again
feeling fresh after leg and hip
problems over the summer.

The South American -- his

Heineken final

Spanish nickname of “Chino”
means "Chinese” -- will play for
his third title in the region
Sunday against either sixth
seed and holder Michael Chang
or second-seeded Swede Magnus
Norman.

On Friday, second seed
Norman put paid to the upset
plans of Thai Paradorn
Srichaphan to advance to the
semifinals.

Norman came back from 5-1
down in the first set to win 7-6.
B-1.

The Swede, who is the biggest
winner on the ATP Tour along-
side Andre Agassi and Pete
Sampras with four titles in
1999, won four straight games
as the pressure built on
Srichaphan. The Thai number

one was playing in his second
quarterfinal in as many tour-
naments.

Chang handed American
compatriot Jan-Michael
Gambill a 6-3. 7-6 beating.

Chang has been in a slump
for iwo seasons, with a subse-
quent ranking drop from sec-
ond in the world to 65th. The
last of his 33 titles was earned
here a year ago over Goran
[vanisevic. but injuries have
played a role in his decline.

Rios won in Kuala Lumpur in
1995 and took the Heineken ti-
lle in Singapore last year.

The first game against
Bjorkman was a marathon,
lasting for more than 10 min-
utes and resulting in a break of
Lhe Swede. '
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