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EE:}_N Dhaka by 2020: PM

Steps being taken to
solve city problems

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has said her govern-
ment is taking all possible steps
to solve the problems in the city
and will initiate a long term
plan to buifld a new Dhaka by
2020, UNB.

"We will have to start our
work now if we want to see a
planned new Dhaka by the year
2020." she said while address-
ing the MPs and Dhaka City
Corporation ward commission-
ers at the International Confer-
ence Centre yesterday after-
noon.

Hasina said huge land would
be available after constructing
the Tongi-Demra flood protec-
tion embankment. where a new
township will be developed.

In the planned township, the
government will provide all
civic amenities, including wa-
ter, gas and electricity, she said.

She added that the govern-
ment has also taken up a plan
to build small tuwnsﬁi s
around the capital where all fa-
cilities, including markets.
healthcare centres, schools,
colleges and parks will be pro-
vided.

The Prime Minister said the
government is also working on
a plan to ease communications
between capital Dhaka and its
adjacent districts so that peo-
ple can come in the morning to
work in the capital and return
home in the evening.

About the problems of the
capital. she sald the govern-
ment is taking up diversified
I)rugrammes to solve the prob-
ems of sewerage, waler, elec:
tricity and telephone.

About traffic jam, Hasina
said many new roads have been
constructed in the capital and
the ﬁnvt:rnmrnt has planned to
build a ring road around the
capital.

She said roads would also be
constructed on both sides of the
railroad to help ease the traffic
jam.

The pgovernment will con-
duct dredging in the rivers
around the capital for smooth
navigability and also to mnain-
lain a waterway around the cap-
ital to promote lourism.

She said some elfective steps
have already been taken for

s —

removing water logging in the
capital and the situation has
already improved in many ar-
eas. including Shantinagar and
Rakrail,

The Prime Minister said de-
velopment work is going on in
every ward of the city and urged
the ward commissioners to co-
ordinate with local MPs.

"You should remain alert tc
see whether the money allo-
cated for development is being
properly utilised or not.”

She said the governinent is
constructing box culverts and
digging some canals to solve
the drainage problem in the

CIty.

“For rtmuvingi drinking wa-
ter supply problem, we have
taken up Inassive programmes
and the situation has already
improved remarkably,” Hasina
said calling upon the ward
commissioners to motivate

le not to waste water.

he also urged the commis
sioners to maintain cleanliness
in their respective wards and
plant trees to protect environ-
ment.

When her attention was
drawn by some ward commis-
stoniers about the voters' |1
card, the Prime Minister said
voter list is a continuous pro-
cess and lor the ID card, a pro-
ject is under implementation,

About terrorism. Hasina
sugpested the ward commis-
sioners to form commitlee with
local people to halt terrorismn
and extortion. She also asked
the public representatives to
involve the law-enforcing
agencies in curbing terrorism.

Dhaka City Mayor Moham-
mad Hanif. ward commission-

.ers Nazir Hossain, Hazi Abdur

*Rahim, Habibur Rahman
Mizan, Kamal Chowdhury,
Mostala Kamal, Sheikh Mu-

jibur Rahman, Kazi Moinuddin
Monir, .Jamal Mostafa Mo-
hammad Sayeed. Kazi Moinul
Islam Monu and Khalegquzza-
man Chowdnhury also addressed
the meeting.

Ruling party MPs Kamauai
Ahmed Majumder, Alhaj Mok-
bul Hossain. Habibur Rahman
Mollah. Dr H B M Igbal, AK M
Rahmatullah and Haji Sebin.
were present,

Fuel price to increase

From page 1

lars and going to enhance the
local price.” commented a
source. "Even il the present in-
ternational price is as high as
the BPC is claiming. it should
be covered by the local rates.”

Terming the BPC move
“outrageous”, he said BPC
should not incur loss. Rather, it
should be making more than
200 per cent profit. defying all
business ethics. “If it incurs
loss, an investigation should be
carried out to see if there is
massive corruption there.” the
source commented.

Oil price in the interna-
tional market rallied around
15-16 dollars during early last
- year and then started falling
sharply. In the followin
months, the price of Arab-Gu
crude (imported by Bangladesh)
fell to 10-12 dollars a barrel
and the trend continued. [t
dropped to 8-9 dollars in
November-December last year.
The price rose again but till
June-July this year, it did not
exceed 16 dollars per barrel.

From July, the price showed
an upward trend gut it hardly
E.xc;edcd 20 dollars. the sources
said.

The BPC imports oil in two
ways. It imports refined petrol,
motor spirit, jet fuel, kerosene.
and diesel on half yearly basis.
In this way. it has already im-
ported petroleum products to
meel the demand lor July-De-

Waste management

From page 1

DCC engineers said the work
on the project could not be
started till they received the en-
tire amount.

DCC officials said the city
was running out of space for
dumping 3.000 to 4, tonnes
of solid waste every day. The
present dumping site for it at
Matuail has almost reached its
'saturation point.'

Although the
not address the long awaited re-
cycling of waste. the pro
installation of incinerators
comes as a reliefl. Most of the
thousands of kg of clinical
waste from more than 450 clin-
ics, hospitals and diagnostic
centres in the city every day are
simply dumped zaphaza ly in

open space.

A ﬁ{? engineer said that to
start with they would like to set
‘i.lp one incinerator at Pangu

ospital and the other at
BSMMU Hospital.

Asked whether they were
aware that incinerating hospi-
tal waste could be hazardous to
Fuhljr: health. he said the whole

hing was quite new to them,
but they would seek foreign as-
sistance to complete the project
as per international standard.

project does

cember period this year. BP'C
also imnports oil in small quan-
tities (o meel emergency needs,

The BPC seldom makes any
loss despite its poor market
mechanism. “This is mainly
because of the government con-
trolled pricing system in which
supply and demand dc not de-
tenimnc oil price.” said an ofti-
cial.

In 1997. while the govern-
ment claimed that BPC incurred
Tk 450 crore loss for petroleum
import and sale, BPC gave Tk
1800 crore to the national
exchequer as taxes.

“it shows why the govern
ment is reluctant to reduce oil
prices. Government's revenue
earnings from other seclors are
in bad shape for the last two
yvears. S0 it is desperately
squeezing out money from oil
import as imports continue 1o

increase due to growth in the
transport sector.” said a source.

BPC made a net profit of Tk
133 crore in fiscal 95-96, Tk 241
crore in 94-95, Tk 919 crore in
93-94. Tk 769 crore in 92-93
and Tk 789 crore in 91-92, Last
year's loss was an exception in
decades.

Till 1997, the price of petrol
was never more than Tk 14 per
litre.

The country's annual re-
quirement is about 16 lakh
tonnes of diesel, 4.5 lakh
tonnes of kerosene, two lakh
tonnes of petrol and one lakh
tonnes of Octane.

BPC imports about 1.2 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil and re-
fines it at its processing plant to
get diesel and other petroleun
products. I{ also imports 1.8
million tonnes of petrol and
diesel and other petroleum
products. The country usually
spends around Tk 2500 crore
for these imports,

EPZ

Fromn page 1]
nities for 1,20.000 e
He claimed thI:“:'l:; nse
had already been rec:lvecr?mm
local and foreign en-
reneurs for investment in
Z, in addition to queries

from others at home and
abroad.

~He said 12 special incentives
including a 10-year tax holiday,
income tax-free, bank loan and
Its inlerests, tax -free import
and export and inter-zone ex-
port facility would be provided
to the investors in REFE.

The REPZ will have 250 in-
dustrial plots and container
terminal, jetties, golf court.
ring road, helipad. residential
hotel and recreational centre
etc.. Chowdhury said, adding

that it would be expanded i
ph p in

Cricket

From page |

Desmond Haynes and Richie
Richardson.
After Lara's departure, with

- Wesl Indies flirmly poised on
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i85 for 3 in the 20th over,
Bangladesh bowlers made a
brilliant comeback restrictin
their opponents to add only 12
runs in the remaining 30 overs.
However, it was in-form
Shivnarine Chanderpaul, who
camie up with his second suc
vessive fifty to help his side
cross the 300-mark al the end,

Chanderpaul, the Guyanese
batter. who was undefeated on
92 in the first match on Friday,
began from where he left and
scored vel another unbeaten
knock ot 77 off 86 balls.

[t was a bad day for the
HBangladeshi bowlers, Two new-
ball bowlers Monjurul Islam
and Shafiuddin Ahmed con-
ceded 38 and 32 runs from four
and three cvers respectiveiy.
Vice-captain Khaled Mahmud
gave away 78 runs in his eight
overs., However, it was Habibul
Bashar., who came out as the
day’s most economic bowler
with the analysis of 10-0-30-1

This was the third highest
total against Bangladesh in
cne-day cricket and the lourth
300-plus Innings in their 37
OD! appearances,

New Zealand scored 336
against Bangladesh in the Aus-
tralasta Cup in Sharjah in
199C, while Pakistan managed
313 for 5 in the Asia Cup in
Colommbo im 1997 FZimbabwe
scored 312 ngainst Bangiadesh
in a tri-nation meet in Kenya in
1997.

Replving, Bamgladesh strug-

; Fiﬁd throughoui their mnings
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refore they were bundled out for |

205 in the last over Skipper
Aminul islam. who was out far
a duck in the first match, top-
scored with an unbeaten 66 off
89 balls. followed by opener
Shahriar Hossain who chipped
in with 47

Shabriar could have easil
reached his lifty had he not hrﬁ
his crease to miss a wide deiiv-
ery from ocvasrwonal
Sherwin Campbeil, only to al-
low wickeikeeper Jacobs lo re-
move his stuinps

Camnpbell. who never got a
single wicket in the previous 6()
appearances it the instant ver-
sion of cricket. had something
to cherish as he f{inished ihe
day with 4 for 30 from his 10-
over speli. Off-spinner Ne-
emial Perry and skipper
Hrian Lara evenly shared {our
wickels, while McLean
Mllon captured one wicket
each.

For his scintillating 117 and
two wickets for 12. Lara was
later adjudged man-of-the-
match,

The visitors were scheduled
to leave the capital for Sharjah
early this morning.

SCOREBOARD
BANGLADESH
Shabriar st Jacobs b Camiphell 47
Jovei] Chinar o Huels b MeLlean 18
¥ Bashar ¢ Jacoiys 1 Dillon )
A dslam sl Jacobs b Lara 5 8
Al-Shahriar ¢ Jacobs b Camphell 12
K Mahmuud b Camphbell 2
K Misood st Jucobs b Camphbeil o
E. Hoque e Adaans b Perry 13
A Kamal ¢ Chanderpaul b Perry 11

o Ahmed ¢ Ambrose b Lara 0
M lIsiamn not out D
Exiras [lb-3. wi- 19, nb-4) 20
Total: [(All out in 49,1 overs) 206

Fall of wickets: 1-65: 2-66: 3-
79.4-106: 5-108: 6-135: 7-162:
8-184: 9-190: 10-205.

Bowler O M R W
McLean 8 0 44 1
Ambrose 7 1 21 0
Dillon 7 0 29 1
Campbell 10 O 30 4
Powell 8 0O 47 O
Perry 7 0 19 2
Lara 2.1 0 12 2

Result: West Indies won by
109 runs.

M-o-m: Brian Lara.

Dollar trader shot,

robbed of Tk 52

thousand 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers shot a young dollar
traderggand snatched Tk 52
thousand from him in the city's
Naya Paltan area yesterday af-
ternoon.

The victim was identified as
Fahim, 25, son of Syed Ahmed
Chowdhury, a resident of the
city's Shyamoli area, hospital
sources said.

A gang of about five muggers

shiot Fahim in his legs. He was
admitted to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital,

According to hospital
sources, the g intercepted

the rickshaw in which Fahim
was travelling in front of Jon-
aki Cinema hall at about 2 pm.
They dr him inside a
narrow lane ide the cinema
hall at gunpoint and shot him.
They then took away the money

from his pocket.
10 hurt as BCL
factions clash

at Barisal

By Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Oct 9: At least ten
psgfle were injured when two
rival groups of BCL clashed on
Barisal Government College
campus centring a girl at
around 2:30 pm today.

Both the groups — one led by
Ali and the other by Suman —
charged each other and ex-

crackers during an hour-
clash.

i was also injured in the
clash. He was admitted to
tﬁa?ﬁaal Medical College Hospi-

Police arrested one Rajesh
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Obaidul Quader, Minister for Youth and Sports vesterday.

— Star photo
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Talks only on formation
of caretaker govt for
early polls: Khaleda

SHERPUR. Oct 9: Opposition
leader Khaleda Zia said here to-
day there could be discussion
with the government only on
lormation of a caretaker gov-
ernimient for an early election,

"There can be discussion
only on one issue, that is, when
a caretaker governiment will be
formed for holding general elec-
tioni.” the BNP chairperson told
a big condolence meeting at the
New Market crossing.

In an obvious reference to
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na's offer of dialogue on specific
demands of the Opposition.
Khaleda again brushed aside
the proposal and reiterated her
one-point demand -— resigna-
tion of the government and
earlv general election

She called upon the peopie Lo
unite and get ready for the 'final
hlow’ to thie 'corrupt and inéffi-
cient governmeni subservient
to s alien masters,

Khaleda asserted "Now the
only movement is to dislodge
ffasina and save the country.
T;m-; is the demand of the peo-
ple.

The meeiing was organised
to condole the death of Bidyut

Armed terrorists
attack houses,
loot shops in
Barisal town

From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL., Oct 9: Al least 20
people were injured when a
group of armed  terrorists cre-
ated a reign of terror in
Amanatganj area in the town
this evening.
_ They exploded huge boinbs,
tired shotls and looted at least
25 shops in the area.

They also attacked and ran-
sacked the houses of Ebaidul
Haq Chand. district BNP secre-
tary and his brathiers Nader and
Kayes in that arca

Earlier in the morning, the
slum dwellers of Palashpur
slum in Amanatganj area
brought out a procession
protesting an alleged incident
of rape in which one Lalmia. a
poura commissioner and a JP
leader are said to be involved.

BNP blamed the BCL ac-
tivists for today's incident.

Abducted mother,
son rescued

in Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Oct 9: Police
in a raid today rescued mother
and son from Debashishnagar
of the town who were abducted
by a gang of youths yesterday at
gun-point from Reservebazar,
reports BSS.

The rescued were identified
as Mira Barua. 45, and her son
Bishu Barua, 26.

The armed gang abducted the
victims at gun-point as they re-
sisted them on Thursday last in
their bid to collect tolls from a
boat carrying firewood at Am-
tali in Balukhali union under
sadar thana of the district.

The victims made the abduc-
tors annoyed as their attempt
ltailed chairman of Balukhali
Union Parishad said.

Khulna blast
From page 1

UNB adds: Five of the seri-
ously injured persons were
shilted lo the Combined Mili-
tary Hospital in Dhaka in criti-
cal conditions.

Police said President of the
local Ahmadia Muslim Jamaat,
Shamsur Rahman filed a case
with Sadar thana. But, police
refused to disclose details of the
FIR.

Meanwhile, six army explo-
sive experts from Jessore Can-
tonment visited the spot today.
They are yet to submit their
findings.

A number of CID and DB po-
lice teams sc]iaarately visited the
spot and collected splinters of

e bomb. They also recovered
some documents from adjacent

areas of the mosque.

Talukdar. joint convenor of
Jatyitabadi Shewchchhasevak
Dal. Sherpur unit, who was
killed in police firing during
the October 3 countrywide har-
tal. .

The former prime minister
said all opposition parties have
united and called for a move-
ment to topple this government.
"Fall of the government is now
a matter of time."

Terming Bidvut as a martyr.
Khaleda said he had sacrificed
his life responding to the call
for oust-government move-
ment, for the cause of protecting
the sovereignty of the country.
Hi= blood will not go in vain,

Earlier. she went to the
Narayanpur residence of Bid-
dvut and consoled his family.
She unveiled a name plaque in
New Market area where Bidvut
fell to the police bullet.

The BNF chairperson opened
"Bidyut Smiriti Parishad" office,
near Sadar Hospital, where
Bidyut worked as a ¢ ter.

Presided over by district
BNP president Advocate
Habibur Rahman, the meeting
wias also addressed by Maudud

Ahmed, Shajahan Siraj,
Amanulla Aman, Zahed i
Chowdhury. Saiful Islam

Kalam and Delwar Hossain.

Azad, Albright

From page. 1
was aided by Bangladesh
Ambassador lo USA K M
Shehabuddin and counsellors A
M Yakub and M Fazlul Karim.

Issues of international con-
cern, including the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT), also figured promi-
nently in the discussion.

Albright expressed the US
tovernment's great pleasure
when DBangladesh Foreign
Minister conveyved his govern-
ment's decision to ratily the
CTBT.

Albright assured Bangladesh
of looking into the matters
when Azad raised the issues of
the 30 per cent quota increase
for Bangladesh's readymade
garments {(RMG) and the regu-
larisation of the Bangladeshis
living in the US.

Azad asked his US counter-
part to fix a date soon for
President Clinton and First
Lady Hilary Clinton's visit to
Bangladesh.

Albright expressed her firm
willingness to visit Bangladesh
VEry Soorn.

L] C'wealth 1s now the cat's paw of 4

western nations: Farooq Sobhan

UNITED NATIONS. Oct 9:
The 54-member Common-
wealth remains divided over
who will be its next Secretary-
General. reports IPS.

The two candidates vying for
the job are Don Mckinnon, the
foreign minister of new
Zealand, and Farooq Sobhan. a
former foreign secretary of
Bangladesh and ex-chairman of
the "Group of 77" developing
countries.

Qf the 54 members, 50 are
from the developing world. and
four from the developed world,
namely Britain. Australia,
Canada and New Zealand.

The successful candidate
will be voted into office early
next month. "It will be a very
close fight.” predicts Sobhan,
who says there has never been
an Asian Secretary-General
although Asia accounts for two-
thirds of the population of the
Commonwealth.

The closed-door elections
are scheduled for Nov 12 during
the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM)
in Durban, Scuth Africa. The
Commonwealth Secretary-Gen-
eral is the only international
institutional head who is per-
sonally voted into office by
heads of governments.

Sobhan points out that the
Commonwealth Secretariat —

which has an annual budget of
about 16 million dollars — has
long been dominated by the four
Western nations.

Two of the three posts of
Deputy Secretaries-General
[DSG] are traditionally occu-
pied by Britain and Canada.

The current DSG for Devel-
opment is Nick Hare of Canada
while the DSG for Economic Af-
fairs is Dame Veronica Suther-
land of Britain. The third DSG
is the only one from a develop-
mﬁ nation, Kris Srinivasan of
India, who is in charge of Polit-
ical Alffairs,

Additionally, says Sobhan,
a British national recently was
appointed Director of the
Commonwealth Foundation. to
succeed Humayun Khan of Pak-
istan.

"It is important to maintain
a balance between developed
and developing nations.” argues
Sobhan. "this is the key to en-
couraging a sense of belonging
and sense of proportion among
developing countries.”

One Asian envoy — whose
country is backing Mckinnon —
savys however that the Com-
monwealth for a long time has
been “one big happy family” and
that Sobhan's candidature has
‘created a divisive element and
split the Commonwealth."

Moreover, he points out, the

current secretary-general is
[rom a developing nation, as
was his predecessor.

Last month, after a pro-
longed deadlock, Mike Moore, a
former Prime Minister of New
Zealand was elected to head the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO) in Geneva. If Mckinnon

Zealasvier 10 hokd & TG prot
to a -
international job. WP praie
"Mckinnon is without ques-
lion a person of outstanding
qualities,” admits Sobhan, but
he adds that, since New Zealand
already has the WTO job, it
would be unfair for a New
Zealander to be head of the
Commonwealth.

"The Commonwealth is now
the cat’s paw of the four Western
nations,” says Sobhan, "if you
want to promote good gover-
nance and democracy you
should not be the credi-
bility of the organisation."

ood overnance and
democracy is on the national
agenda of every developing
country, he says.

"‘But how can you preach

- democratic principles to us

when you don't the same
principles tﬂwﬂntnnt'_s;unnal or-
ganisations where the majorit
of nations are from the devdnﬁ"-r
ing world?"

From page 1
tractor fail {0 make timely
payment to the manufacturers.
This may also lead to legal bat-
tles between the government
and the AES, sources pointed
out,

In April. AES informed the
government that though it
could not complete 'financial
closure of the project’. it has
started construction work. [t
.added that the decision was
based on the government's con-
firmation to the WB that it
would go for certain reforms
and abide by the covenants of
the indemnity Agreement for
Haripur project so that WB pro-
vides the Partial Risk Guaran-
lee,

The governinent had earlier
agreed with the WB on certain
principles to follow in the

ower sector. The Finance

inister in a letter on April 21
told WB, in relation to the Gov-
ernment’'s programme for the
development of the sector, it
intends to continue its present
policy of transparent bidding

rocess for future Independent

ower Projects and will adopt
prudent criteria including (a)
Least cost in relation to the en-
ergy sector development piro-
ﬁramme; (b] competitive bid-
ing; (¢) review of {iscal and fi-
nancial burden: and (d) balance
of payments implications.”

n a subsequent letter to the
ERD on May 24, WB wrote. "on
the basis of assurances con-
tained in the Minister's letter,
we have notified AES of our
willingness to proceed with the
PRG.”

Following the decision
favouring Marubeni. WB said
the government has violated
the agreement because (I) there
has been no prior consultation
with WB as was agreed, (II) the
project was not awarded on a
competitive basis. (lll) BPDB
does not meet the Financial Af-

Khaleda

From page 1

and cultural organisations, in-
cluding Gana Foruni. Jamaat-e-
[slami. Workers Parly, Bang-
ladesh Samajtantrik Dal,
Udichi. Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee also condemned the
incident of bomb hbhlast in
Khulna and recovery of bombs
in the city.

Haripur project

fordability criteria — a debt
cmrerﬁgg ralio of 1:2 which was
agreed by GOB (Government of
Bangladesh) and the Bank as a
threshold established to pre-
vent the financial collapse of
PDB/GOB.

In response to the WB letter,
the Finance Minister wrote
back on September 23, that he
had 'personally’ gone through
the question of the country's

wer demand projection and

e was salisfied that the
Marubeni Second Phase was
necessary, and that he was also
satisfied that the foreign ex-
change liability was reasonable
for the GOB to take this addi-
titonal payment liability. The
Finance Minister was silent on
the issue ol ‘competitive bid-
ding”, 'least cost’ and 'PDB's af-
fordability .

The other AES scheme — 450
MW Meghnaghat project — is
also feared to be allected by the
Marubeni decision.

Ex FQIOM ves
m page |
cleared the confusion about the
nature of the explosives, police
and officials gave contradicting
versions.

The grenade found in the
mosque was kept at the middie
of a field adjacent to the
Grameen Bank office at Mirpur
Section-2. The brielcase with
the mine was kept at the east
end of the road in front of
Janakantha building until yes-
terday afternoon. Securitymen
cordoned off both places.

Army experts took both into
their custody yesterday after-
noon.

Before exploding the explo-
sives army experts examined
them and informed the police,
DMP commissioner AKM
Shamsuddin told the Daily Star
yesterday.

Police were invesligating
into both the cases. The investi-
gating officials have been asked
to submit their reports at the
earliest possible time, the
commissioner said.

The Mirpur thana OC said
that the army experts exploded
the bombs at Chanmarirbagh
firing range at about 5:15pm
yesterday.

Two separate cases were filed
by the President of the mosque
committee Abul Kashem and
the Janakantha management.

Vajpayee likely to take oath
of office on Thursday

NEW DELHI, Oct 9: India's
Hindu nationalists have
stepped up efforts to form a new
government within five days af-
ter leading their alliance to an
overall majority in elections,
officials said today . reports
AFP.

Prime Minister Atal Behan
Vajapyee's BJP party was trying
to persuade all its numerous al-

| lies to join a coalition govern-
I ment by Thursday to give il a

measure of stability.

BJP officials said VaLpayt:e.
72, was expected to take the
oath of office Thursday at the
head of a multi-party govern-
ment that would herald his
third tenure as prime minister.

"We have picked Thursday
for swearing-in, and we hope
there will be no obstacles.” a se-
nior party leader said.

e proposed government
would have representatives
f[rom almost all its allies, but
there appeared to be some un-
certainty over the participation
of its largest partner, the re-
gional TDP party.

TDP supremo N. Chan-
drababu Naidu. who also led his

to a spectacular comeback
in parallel local elections in the
southern state of Andhra
Pradesh, reportedly prefers to

prop up Vajpayee from the out-
side. P

However. he wanted former

central bank governor and a
passionate advocate of free
market, C. Rangarajan, to be-
come finance minister, party
sources said.

BJP officials admitted that
other allies -- knowing the
Hindu nationalists’ dependence
on them -- were bargaining
hard for plum cabinet posts.

Vajpayee first became prime
minister in May 1996, but his

overnment lasted only 13
¥s.

His second tenure at the head
of a multi-party coalition ended
after 13 months in April when
he lost his majority in the 545-
member parliament by one
vote

Vajpayee's 1998-99 coalition
was propped E hiy several par-
ties. but not all of them joined
the government -- turning it

into a wobbly and squabbling
alliance.

BJP officials said they were
keen to avoid earlier mistakes.

"Coalitions are here to stay "
said a ty leader, Narendra
Modi. "We think we have learmnt
from experience and can govern
better.”

The Hindu nationalist-led

coalition is to formally elect

Vajpayee as leader of its par-
llamentary wing Sunday and
call upon the president a day
later to stake its claim to power.

Vajpayee has to then prove
his majority in parliament --
which aides say would pose no
hurdles.

Leaders of the bruised
Congress party of Italian-born
Sonia Gandhi were ted to
meet, also Sunday, to debate its
worst electoral rout.

The mood in the Congress --
the main opposition party --
was ‘very hitter " a party strate-
gist said. though a revolt
against Gandhi was unlikely.

"Many think Sonia Gandhi
has failed to deliver, but the
problem is there is no one else
to lead the party, the strategist
said. "But pecple considered
close to her may face the
wrath.”

The Congress won just 112
seats -- far below its earlier
worst showing of 141 seats in
1998.

It was the Congress's first
parliamentary elections under
the leadership of Sonia. the
widow of former prime minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi who took to
politics only last year. She was
also elected to parliament for
the first time.

The dominant BJP has 182
MPs in the ruling coalition --
which is the same number it
had in the earlier house. The
alllance won 296 seats, with the
BJP's main ally. the TDP, bag-
ging 29 seats.

at DU — Ban
Federation,
Dal, Biplobi Chhatra Moitree,
Chhatra Oikya Forum and
Bi

h

in su
mands, brought out a
sion and joined the
chain.

(GCO), another students body
DU, also held a rall
campus where its |

for observance of strike at all
universities on October 13 for
realising
students.

‘New type of )
rickshaw

1n City soon

By Staff Correspondent

A new type of rickshaw
called “Blessing” is likely to ply
the city streets soon as re-
searchers have develo the
improved version of rickshaw,
which is energy saving, less
risl%]and more comfortable.

is was slaﬁed Rgl a ce;rel;
mony organised tary Clu
of Metropolitan ghaka on the
occasion of the launching of
technologically improved three
wheelers.

"We have taken this initia-
tive to improve the present
rickshaw to make it more com-
fortable and to reduce stress of
its drivers.” sald Dr. Muha-
mmad Ahsan, team leader of
the ‘Rickshaw Project’.

He termed rickshaw as an
excellent vehicle for Bangla-
desh and said, °It is non-

olluting, small investment,
abour intensive, which would
help save hundreds of millions
of foreign exchange every year.

"Considering all these and
other facts, in collaboration
with World Bank. Swedish
Development Corporation
(SDC) has taken up a pro-
gramime to remove the inherent
defects in the present-day rick-
shaws and make it more ad-
vanced,” Ahsan said.

Dr. Ahsan said there were
also moves to improve the pre-
sent rickshaw around the
world, without increasing the
cost substantially, ‘research
has been go on fi: various
countries including China,
Vietnam. Thalland, Indonesia,
India, Sri Lanka and Kenya'.

There is a huge demand for
rickshaws in developed coun-
tries like Canada. France,

United Kingdom and the United
States.

The Rickshaw Project cost
Taka 1.5 crore which was fi-
nanced by the World Bank and
SDC. Each of the improved ver-
sions of rickshaws would coast
about Tk. 8,500.

The presentation ceremony
organised at a city hotel, was at-
tended by Monowar H. Chow-
cthury. Chief of the Engineering
of Local Government Engine-
ering Department (LGED) as the
chiefl guest.

JU students

form human
chain at DU

By JU Correspondent
Students of Jahangirnagar

University (JU) formed a hu-
man ¢
University campus yesterday
demanding immediale re-o
g of JU and withdrawal of en-
hanced admission fees.

ain on Dhaka

-

The human chain was

formed under the banner of the
Admission Fee Hike Resistance
Committee (AFHRC), a body of
agitating JU students.

Five studentis’ organisations
adesh Chhatra

atiya Chhatra

a — also
campus
U students’ de-
roces-
uman

15)inhi Chhatra S
eld a joint rally on t
port of

Gonotantrik Chhatra Oikya
at
on the

called

the demands of JU

When contacted later. some

teachers of JU told this corre-
spondent that the university

may be re-opened in the last
week of this month or first

week of next month.



