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Finance Sector under Fire
VEN before the sting of a scathing summation
from the World Bank Country Director
Frederick Temple upon completion of the mid-

term review meeting of the country’s development

partners could be assuaged comes another salvo of
criticism on our embattled finance sector. This
time around, the critique in the shape of a report
by the International Finance Corporation (IFC), an
industrial lending affiliate of the World Bank, has
gone to the extent of terming the country’s
economic and financial activities “fraudulent and

ill governed, and highly regulated.” The report also

takes a swipe at the omnipresence of bureaucrats

"in almost every area of the nation’s daily life.”

Once again, slow progress in the finance sector

reforms has come under fire. However, beyond the

fiery facade of blistering criticism, the report by

Mikael Kviback, a Swedish economist on the IFC,

appears to have touched upon quite a few holes at

the heart of our financial system that need to be
plugged immediately.

Frequent bureaucratic interference in financial
matters do act as an impediment to smooth func-
tioning and, of course, growth of the country’s eco-
nomic sector. Apart from increased donor inter-
vention at policy planning and implementation
level, our finance sector is indeed bureaucracy-
driven. One other major drawback certainly is
fragmented and often overlapping regulatory role
played by the central bank, the Security Exchange
Commission and the ministry of finance. Such a
riffraff arrangement has over the years weakened
overall governance and the sum total has been a
smothering phenomenon called default culture. To
top that, there has been the lack of incentive and
private initiative, definitely caused by regulatory
incongruity. Increased FDI trend and positive eco-
nomic progress, essentially induced by the robust
growth of capital-intensive sectors like gas and
telecommunications, may put forth a rosy picture:;
however, ever-shrinking capital market has the
unmistakable indicator that something has gone
terribly wrong.

Hopefully, the policy-makers would take the
criticism heaped on the financial sector by the WB
summation of the mid-term review meeting and
the IFC report in good spirit and analyse them to
figure a way out of the economic doldrums the
country is in now.

Blowing Hot and Cold

THE government has been accused of blowing
hot and cold insofar as protecting open spaces
in the cities is concerned. Participants at a public
debate on, Wednesday over a draft bill to 'protect
open'spaces of cities' criticised the gevernment for
trying ' to énact such a'law and th
with the construction of a conference hall at the
Osmany Uddyan — one of the very few open spaces
in the city. Minister for public works and housing
defended the government position and even went to
the extent of questioning the 'environment friend-
liness of some trees at the Osmany Uddyan. The
minister told his audience about a number of mea-
sures that are being taken in the interest of the
members of the public while other speakers
pointed out that several clauses of the draft bill
were not compatible with the democratic rights of
the people. It was nice of the minister to have as-
sured the audience that 'the law would be enacted in
line with the suggestions received from the partici-
pants of the debate'. He has actually requested the
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers' Association
(BELA), one of the organisers of the debate with the
UNDP, to provide him with a compilation of the
proceedings of the debate. Despite the environment
secretary's assurance for ‘closely looking into an
environment law which will be helpful for a total
conservation’ some speakers cited 'instances of

grabbing open spaces'.

People need open spaces in this growing city. De-
spite directives by the prime minister in the past to
save the water-bodies at Gulshan these were ille-
gally filled up with the help of a section of un-
scrupulous employees in Rajuk. The wishes of Ra-
Juk chairman that the ‘'new law would greatly help
protect the environment of the cities' will go in
vain if the officials responsible for the implemen-
tation of the law turn a blind eye to the law break-
ers. It is not the law alone that can protect envi-
ronment, rather the collective efforts of the
guardians of law and the people at large are needed

for it.
Water Agony

P ROBLEMS do not come as surprise in
Bangladesh. What surprises us is the unsustain-

ability of a certain solution to a problem. This
holds good about the current situation regarding
power and water supplies in the metropolis. That a
long-term approach has gone wrong was proved on
Wednesday. Residents of Dhanmondi, Mirpur, Mo-
hammadpur and some other areas suffered due to
“load shedding” that led to a water emergency.
Reportedly, the phantom of load shedding struck
due to a sudden stoppage of generation at the Gho-
rashal unit-3. Surely, if the problem is not ad-
dressed, it would be difficult for the public to carry

on with their everyday chores. If water crisis cou-
ples with load-shedding, the hardship is total.

Power shortage aside, the habit of wasting wa-
ter, if calculated, would reveal huge toll on the re-
serve. The water-supplying agency must activate
itself to make the users aware about it. and at the
same time the authority must do everything in its
power to ensure that unauthorised connections
and wastage of water from the open nozzles are
curbed. To do so, WASA has to improve its moni-
toring-cum-enforcement mechanism, if necessary,
with the help of law enforcing people. For such ba-
sic utilities people pay through their noses. And. as
tax-payers they are entitled to better services as

. at the ab-initio
. the ultimate future of both, the
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HE demand for staple
foodgrain is a function of,

. inter alia, four major fac-
tors viz, (i) the rate of popula-
tion ; (i1) the level and
of per capita income:

ﬁ?ll urbanization and related
ch s in food habits and (v)
gmod tive prices of substitute

. . for example, is
considered to

be a “luxury”
commodity at a low level
of income, At this income level,
low cost sources of calories (e.g.
coarse s, cassava or sweet
tato) tend to replace rice. At
Efgher levels of income, rice
tends to become an "inferior"
Fuoda. Further up the income
adder, a diversified diet of
high-cost quality food with
more proteins and vitamins
(such as vegetables, fruits, fish
etc.) tends to dominate to reduce
per capita consum of rice,
Judging by the threshold
level of income that seemingly
swings the pendulum of rice
consumption, Japan, South Ko-
rea and Taiwan could be said to
have crossed this level and
landed on a decelerating phase
of rice consumption. Malaysia,
Thailand and China are having
the same experience. South
Asia, on the other hand, is
stuck in an income threshold
where rice is still a luxury item
of consumption. Mentionably,

these countries account for 40 -

per cent of global rice consump-
tion. However, given an in-
creased income and alleviation
of poverty, South Asian coun-
tries might soon experience a
hike in rice demand. The global
food projections to 2020 re-
cently made by IFRI posit that
between 1990 and 2020, demand

HIRD world countries
must learn to mobilise
their manpower resources
youth s for

individual and the nation.
Countries with diverse ethnic-
ity and other problems emanat-
ing from sect if not caste, reli-
gion if not race, etc. must evolve
a process to bring the young to-
ether in one giant melting pot
that will merge all the differ-
ences and bind them together to
Rmmute national integration.

0 country has a mix of more
nationalities and religions in
its populace than the US A, It
did not become a Superpower
purely on its economic and mil-
itary strength, USA became a
Superpower because of the
proper exploitation of its man-
fmwer potential. Along with the
reedoms of democracy, univer-
sal conscription was mandated
by law at a critical part in its
domestic history, finessed by
the Peace Corps initiative by

“John F. Kennedy that reached
it to the warld. Co uni
ce i1s at“the heartof t

s gy bt * % American sodiety and’it'is be-
gﬂ“*%ad 'H cause of this selfless hands-on

labour by a cross-section of the

ulace that the US has been
able to cope with the major
fault lines in its multi-ethnic
multi-racial diverse religious
populace,

All four major wars, the
First and Second World Wars,
the Korean War and Vietnam,
brought together whites and
blacks, rich and poor, the edu-
cated and the illiterate, into one
massive cauldron that wiped
out all differences in the same
manner as we envisage in Is-
lam. In Pakistan, we have a
major golarlaaﬂnn of society as
the rich become richer and the
poor poorer, all men becoming
unequal. This further mani-
fests itself in the Sindhi-Moha-

For a Protected Rice Market

In the event of a free trade for rice, high-income food-deficit countries could :uvernnn;e the scarcity

by paying a higher price but it is the
shortage. The situation could furt

poor in low income countries who would bear the brunt of a
her be worsened by the use of food as a political weapon to
influence, by rich countries.

for cereal grains will rise by 27
per cent and that of rice by 60
per ce:;tegmpelled mainly by an
increa population. In poor
regions of South and South East
Asia, rice demand would double
within the next forty years.

But supply of rice may not be
at par with emerglnF emand.
First. in the wake of globaliza-
tion, protection of domestic
producer’'s interest could be a
tedious task and hence could
adversely affect sustainability

of rice farming. Second, the -

magic of increased productivity
by technological breakthroughs

seems to have reached its full

potential, especially in irri-
gated and favourably rained
condition. "Nearly 40 per cent
of the rice lands are subjected to
droughts, floods and poor
drainage which have been
spurred by green revolution.
Unless rice scientists succeed in
developing appropriate high
reldjng varieties for these un-
avourable environments, the
owth in rice production will
ecelerate substantially in the
1;I:cv.l::ar ffpturef.“ The cnmpetitge
ge ol rice farming is being fur-
ther eroded by growing scarcit
of agricultural inputs — land,
labour, water — which results
from growing urbanization and
industrialization.
If the supply is shorter than
demand, the obvious outcome is
a rise in price. One could argue

that rise in the marginal value
products may provide incentive
to farmers to tively respond
through increased supply. But
available statistics on supply
response, especially for rice,
tend to show small supply re-
sponse. For example, a 10

cent increase in price could lead
to an increase in rice yield in
the range of 0.4 to 1.8 per cent
only. Again, this tiny response
springs mainly from use of fer-
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security in most Asian coun-
tries has been the strategy of
self-sufficiency in the domestic

roduction of staple grains. But
ood security can be maintained
even without domestic self-suf-
ficiency in production. Just
take the examples of Singapore
and Hong Kong. Both have very
low domestic production but
show a higher record of food se-
curity even when compared to
those on the brink of food grain

_— ———— -
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tilizer and expansion of irriga-
tion — the inputs which have
been growing expensive with
the withdrawal of subsidies and
other anti-farm policy changes.
By and large. the future may in-
tensify a deceleration in rice
demand — with accelerating in-
come — but the deceleration in
supply could even be steeper to
cause a demand-supply imbal-
ance in world rice market.
According to available re-
searchers (e.g. Mahabub Hos-
sain and Jikun Huang), the tra-
ditional route to sustain food

self-sufficiency. Malaysia im-
ports 40 ’Fﬁr cent of its total rice
needs. erefore, to feed the
population well, a country does
not need to produce well. For
food security, food self-reliance
is the key. "It requires a
favourable export growth at the
national level that permits
deficit countries to import food
from surplus countries that can
produce at a lower cost and at:
the household level generate
productive employment that
provides adequate income to
acquire the needed rice from the

market.”

From this point of view,
most of the East and South-east
Asian countries appear to be in
a fortunately comfortable situ-
ation. Growing economic pros-
perity in these countries raised
the prices of land, labour and
water to make rice production
expensive — and readjust re-
searches away from labour in-
tensive rice production. A dy-
namic angle of the issue would
need submitting few pertinent
questions. For example. what
will happen if every country
abandons domestic production
of food grains to release re-
sources for more productive op-
portunities and thus resort to
import to meet its food needs?
There is an element of uncer-
tainty in the world market ad-
ducible to thinness of the rice
market. "Only 4 per cent of rice
is traded in the world market
compared to 20 per cent for
wheat and 11 per cent for coarse
grains. Variable natural condi-
tions such as flood, t and
typhoon cause shortages and
surpluses to occur from to
year, which produce wicil: fluc-
tuations in marketable surplus
and market needs and make the
world rice market highly
volatile.” -

Interestingly, the size of in-
ternational rice market is
equivalent to only 13 per cent of
rice needs in China, and 8 per

National Service

How does "national service" help the individual? Such service is a great equaliser... In the same

uniform, in the case of boys living in the same accommod
same physical and mental hardships,

taught theoretically or in any classroom.

ation, eating the same food, facing the
a comradeship develops that can never be inculcated or

{ir divide, the Shia-Sunni fault
ines, etc. The penchant for sep-
aration alon re-
gional /religious lines is not
confined to Pakistan alone but
is increasinﬁgv a problem all
over the world, in many cases
in bloody manifestation
thereof e.g. Bosnia, Rwanda,
Kosovo, East Timor, etc. We
gride ourselves in having the

asis of our nationhood in Is-
lam, yet we do not take concrete
steps in ensuring all are equal
in all senses of the word.

It is necessary to define na-
tional service in a far wider
context than is used in the nar-
row sense of universal con-
scription even though the foun-
dations must be built on a mod-
leum of military traming: < Na-

tionial service ol one year's du- |
‘ration for both'b

s and 'girls
should' include: so
training, consisting of only a 3-
month period. This is a must to
inculcate discipline and togeth-
erness. even Lhe facing of minor
adversities such as physical
and mental strain brings people
together. During the Second
World War, US conscripts were
given a maximum of 6-week
training (Boot Camp) while po-
tential officers were taken
through a 90-day course (they
were called "90-day wonders" by
the rest of the Army). Durin

the first 3-month stage it woul

be possible to sift out those
among the boys and girls who
display leadership qualities
and are thus found fit to be
commissioned officers. Boys
should be sent (volunteers all)
to a 6-month Officer Training

jers’ basic

School (OTS). Those who qual-
ify OTS should be posted to an
infantry unit to serve out their
remaining three months there
or sent for specialist trainin

courses as per their option, suc

as Armour School, Artiller

School. Anti-Aircraft School,
etc. On the other hand. those
who do not qualify or opt for
OTS should serve 6-month in
some unit, whether it is in-
fantry, armour or artillery for
six' months forming a separate
company, squadron or: battery

- respectively as the case may be.

During the last three months
they will return to their com-
munities reporting to their Lo-
cal Bodies Igr Community Ser-

ﬂciﬂer the 3-month basic
lraining period in which they
would not stay in any camp but
in their own homes, the girls
who are found fit (and opt for)
can do a short officers training
course for nurses. For the rest
the options would be to go on to
through either a nurse-training
course or a primary education-
training course for a period of
three months. Both areas are of
greal concern to Pakistan, we
need trained cadres in such dis-
ciplines. Thereafter, they would
do community service for six
months (or the balance of the
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service left) in or around the
vicinity of their homes.

How does such "national
service’ help the individual?
Such service is a great equaliser
as is envisaged in Islam, as the
basis of relationship between
human beings it inculcates
mutual respect. trust and confi-
dence. In the same uniform, in
the case of boys living in the
same accommodation, eatin :
the samie food, facinig the same
phySical and merital Hardships:
a ' comradeship develops:
can never be inculeated or
taught theoretically or in any
classroom. A large percentage
of the boys' group must do their
basic training in provinces
other than their own; this by it-
self is a major education and
will promote provincial har-
mony. It will develop the char-
acter of the individual besides
instillin% discipline into him
or her. For boys it gives the
chance to become officers and
earn reservist pay that will help
them financially in getting
them through college.

In fact some colleges can be
established by and run by the
Armed Forces, giving higher
education on scholarship to the
most deserving among them.
Boys also get a chance to spe-
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are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
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address.

We are appalled

Sir. 1 agree to the editorial,
“Too Serious for Partial Disclo-
sure” published in the DS on
(October 6, 1999). We are in-
deed disturbed to hear that
there was a plot to assassinate
the prime minister. If any such
conspiracy has truly been
hatched, we demand that the
names of the culprits be dis-
closed immediately We hope,
the home mister would do the
?ﬁfﬂf"l for the security of the

However what we fail to un-
derstand is: why did the home
minister suddenly announce
that there was conspiracy to
assassinate the PM? And why
not further details about the
scarn.

His dannouncement was cer-
tainly unwise if this was done

only to gain a political mileage
over the opposition.

Saifur Rahman
Dhaka

The courting of
Bangladesh

Sir. With Bangladesh occu-

Pying a strategic position in the
map of South Asia, it is natural

that several foreign powers
would be l.ﬁls coun
or keep an eye on her for the ad-

vancement and enhancement of
their own long-term interests
in the region.

China is seeking the creation
of a trade zone comprising
Myanmar; and the latest news
is that there might be some

sibility of acquiring some
hinese ter planes (DS Oct
6). The delegation from

Myanmar has just left Dhaka

promi the resumption of
inc trade. Then there is
the MIG mystery (Russia). The

USA is looking for a monitor-

ing base in the region. And, of
course, big brother India cannot
forsake her little sister.

These strategic interests in-
crease the bargaining power of
Bangladesh; and she must play
her cards carefully, and not
hurriedly, in this power game.
Infrastructural suglpnrt and
services are no problem, once
the offers start pouring in. The
timing of the latter have to be
noted carefully, because, in a
game of political chess, antici-
Fatﬂry moves are well calcu-
aled in advance, for periods
which might go beyond the 'n-
ear future' phase.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Congrats to the

football team

Sir, All Bangladeshis sank
in a sea of unprecedented eu-
phoria as Bangladesh football
team wins the 8th SAF Games
gold medal. After more than 15
years, Bangladeshi boys have
won such a victory. I am out of
words to express my profound
rejoice at this wonderful
achievement and wish to thank
the team, their coach, the man-
ager and of course the
Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion for their respective contri-
bution towards the victur‘\;. |
pray to Allah that our football

team emerges as a very
formidable contender in the
future international soccer
events.

Our football team must take
this victory not only as a great
honour but also as an encour-
agement to move ahead in their
victorious journey towards the
9th SAF Games to be held in
2001 in Pakistan,

Adib Reza

Paribagh House
Dhaka- 1000

Which is important?

Sir, The print media reported
that. throughout the country,
people celebrated our football
leam's victory over Nepal in the
SAF Games in Katmandu. I.
myself is one of those celebrat-
ing crowd people,

But what ache me are some
questions: Can we maintain
what we have just achieved?
Which is more prudent to play?
Football, or cricket?

Shiblee
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Ershad Shikdar

Sir, The anticipated Ershad
Shikdar's confessional state-
ments to the police might reveal
information which might cause
discomfort to a number of pub-
lic personalities. It is reported
in the press that the Awami
League has already briefed the
police on the alleged collusion
of some of its members with
this notorious figure.

The public need the assur-
ance that no attempt is made by
powerful vested individuals or
groups to suppress any infor-
mation vital to public interest.

AZ
Dhaka

Dhanmondi Bridge

Sir, | need to cross the
Dhanmondi No. 8 bridge almost
every day to reach my college,
and I am sorry to say that the
Jjourney is not at all a pleasant
one, as traffic jam is regular on
the roads linked with the
bridge. All the cars and rick-
shaws need to wait for at least
ten to fifteen minutes everyday
during the pick-hour just to
cross the bridge.

The contract of building the
bridge on Road No 32 and d
No 8 was given at least one and

a half years ago. But the hﬂ‘?‘gc -

is not completed till today. The
temporary bridge, built on Road
No 32, was damafed badly on
21st September due to heavy
rain, which now creates more
traffic jam on Road No 8. People
living in and around Dhan-
mondi need to face huge traffic
ﬁim every day. The government

as a responsibility to finish
this project as soon as possible.
How long do we have to suffer? |

would request our PM to visit
the bridge of Rd No 8 during
pick hour and see the differ-
ence.

Rizwan Hussain Jabbar
A'Level student
Dhanmondi Tutorial

'"Take a Number'

Sir, In the West, where one is
to wait for his turn, instead of
standing in a queue. He picks up
a numbered card. Such cards
are kepl serially in a stack un-
der the sign reading — "Take a
Number.” By holding that card,
one gets his chance after one se-
rially before him, clears the
counter/desk/booth and his
number is announced,

He then is to present his card
as proof. If the called number
does not respond, then the next
number is called. Cards so re-
turned to the counter are again
placed in that stack for next
users. [t is similar to the token
system used in banks for cash
cheque, with a difference that
this card is cheap and available
for general waiting: where to-
ken is issued against a cheque.
Numbered card is used gener-
ally where processing individ-
ual case needs considerable
time (viz, preparing individual
voucher, walk-in interviews
etc). But where transactions are
made prompt and situation of
"first come first served till
stock last” and "miss the bus"
exist, there queue option is used
for obvious reasons. Waiting
(for anything) makes people
bored, restless and irritated. On
the other hand, ‘Take A Number'
system makes waiting easier
and hassle-free. It also removes
the usual scene of clustering
near a counter in a bid to
attempt an unfair means. The
Take a Number' system allows
"free to go anywhere” option
without causing other's incon-
venience. So, while waiting, one
can easily go for other urgent
work. This system is tested in
other nations, but not here. I
hope, banks. tax collections
point, bill collection counters,
educational and training or-
ganisations and the like would
introduce it. Because the bene-
fits are manifold compared to
its insignificant cost.

AR Choudhury
Uttara, Dhaka

cialise as reservists, whether
armour or artillery, etc. Nurs-
ing is a must profession for
ﬁlr s because it teaches not only
e basics of health and hygiene
but also teaches the economics
behind population control to
would-be mothers of the future.
Similarly, girls who opt to go
into primary education will
find it reward,'irng to teach some-
thing of substance to the unfor-
tunate children who are not
rich enough to adequate edu-
cation, both theoretically and
practically. The level of pri-
mary education will come up.
This will create a better base for
middle level and higher educa-
tion in the future for students.
Besides the major element of

' national integration, the na-

“that: |

tion benefits from gaiping a
wugferaai corps, of trained, sec-
ond line reserves for the Armed:
Forces. back-up nursing per-
sonnel not only for hospitals
all over the country in case of
war but trained cadres ready for
service as required in every
community in the country. At
the ab-initio stage it gives prac-
tical training to the young of
our nation in leadership, disci-
EEHE' man management, etc.
sides making them trust their
compatriots and instilling self-
confidence. In time, those
within Local Body units will be-
come united in protecting those
in their own localities whatever
their race, religion or creed.

At what stage should the "na-
tional service” be made compul-
sory? And for whom? Na-
tional service should be com-
pulsory for students of both the
sexes who have passed Interme-

by Anis
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Hasan Saeed or Saeed Bhai
was not my teacher or a friend
in usual sense. Senior to me by
almost one and half decades. he
was one of the few journalists |
really admired and respected.
This is not solely because he
was an eminent journalist but
partly because he used to greet
me with a very personal touch
of love and affection whenever
we met. He talked softly and
asked about my problems that
he would have perhaps known.
He discussed my work and pro-
fessional things as we both
worked for international me-
dia. and had often joked about
our smart competition. He ‘was
a truly professional in all his
self. He hated talking politics,
Eickin at others or showing

imself bigger that what he
Was.

After he retired from AP |
once asked him what he was
Flanning to do for rest of his
ile. He said he had many
wishes including writing as a
[reelancer and projecting what-
ever he thought needed a bash.
But he said he was not fully de-
cided yet.

It was unlg' in my last con-
versation with him, hardly ten
days before the cruel but un-
avoidable death struck him,
that Hasan Saeed told me about
his plans. He came to Reuters
office and chatted for an hour.
Before leaving he said he would
come back but Almighty God
had different plans for him.

Saeed Bhai said his last wish

A Tribute to Hasan Sayeed

Ahmed

was to establish a truly profes-
sinnal
country that would hopefully
set a new trend in the country's
journalism.
sorry by the poor state of jour-
nalism and the growing trend of
compromising professional
ethics
Bangladesh. But he also doubted
if he would be able to accom-
plish his mission. "I am toying
with a mission hard,"” he said.

himself, he said he
to wor
tainer from the Dawn (in
istan) that should be
enough for myself and your
bhabi. My sons are working and
they can very well support
themselves. Last of all, I
need their (financial) sup
except for their care at the old
age,” he said.

dence has relieved me much.
Besides working for the news
agency I am cnntemplatinlg. I
wotuld be doing some travellin

What else do

years with the AP, and wished it
to hold the standard of interna-
tional journalism high in his
absence. "I tried my best and ]
feel contended."

and thought he had created
many journalists, but would
not say he was a successful
teacher. He did not explain.
"Look around and
the answer,” Hasan Saeed said.

for his state-of-the-art news
agency rolling and hoped
some progress when he would
return to Dhaka from a trip
outside the city. He returned on
Tuesday but to meet the death
awaiting.

would have much more to say
about this legend and towering
personality,
record my very deep condo-
lences and tribute for the most
amiable man | have seen in my
profession.

heaven,

Reuters, Bangl:desh

cent of combined consumption
of India and China. “If these
countries decide to meet only 10
per cent of their rice needs
through imports, the additional
demand could swamp the world
market. The vulauﬂt}' of the
world market for rice was
demonstrated by the surge in
prices of quality rice during
October 1993 to April 1994 in
response to 25 per cent reduc-
tion in production in Japan due
to abnormal weather™. In the
backdrop of such uncertainty
looming large on the rice mar-
ket horizon and considering the

litical costs of a failure to
ced the populations, "Asian
countries may find it in the na-
tional interest to maintain a
safe capacity of domestic pro-
duction of staple food despite
the additional economic cost of

pursuing this policy.”

In the event of a free trade
for rice. high-income food-
deficit countries E;uld over-
come the scarcity paying a
higher price but it is the poor in
low income countries who
would bear the brunt of a short-
age. The situation could further
be worsened by the use of food
as a political weapon to influ-
ence, g; rich countries. It seems
that governments of these r
countries will have to have
their fingers felt in the domestic

rice market through various
ways and means. After all, rice
price is the most important de-
terminant of political and
power stability in low-income
countries of Asia. A full liberal-
ization of the market for rice
might not sound nice, at least in
that gloomy situation.

diate or equivalent i.e. at about
15-16 years of age. This age is
also just before the legal age for
marriage, this ploy may be used
by some parents. Obviously one
does not want to affect the
study/career of brilliant stu-
dents, as such the top 25 per
cent in case of marks in each
Board will be exempt unless
they themselves opt to do the
service. To facilitate entry into
college later for those who have
successfully completed na-
tional service, they should be
given extra 10 per cent marks to
their dverall total. All those
who have done national service
and qualify for college will be
given free/nominal-fee educa-
tion in college.

Who will control the vast na-
tional service? Obviously the
management on such a vast
scale must be in the hands of
the Army, but almost maxi-
mum of the staff managing the
concept should be retired offi-
cers, JCOs, NCOs, etc,, including
those who run the basic train-
ing courses: A whole organ;,
t’ﬁ'ﬂﬂ“'”mﬂ\ﬁslgethc ational
Guards, sho created; that
would oversee and manage "pa-
tional service".

Within the confines of an
article in a newspaper (1200 —
1500 words) one can only touch
on the basic outline of the con-
cept. its objectives and man-
agement thereof. The idea can
be finessed in many hundreds
of ways; other sec-
tors/disciplines can be included
after a detailed study by a Task
Force. As a constructive initia-
tive, it should be in the mani-
festos of political parties gen-
uinely concerned with the state
of disrepair in morale, institu-
tion and above all, unity. One
thing is vital for this country,
that national service be initi-
ated tmmediategr to safeguard
the integrity and unity of Pak-
istan.
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