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Seminar: Ba
tion will hold a two-day Iﬂnﬁ seminar on 'Reform and upcnh;g
i

up: a brilliant chapter of C

years." Chief guest: Zillur Rahman, Minister for LG

ngladesh-China People's Friendship Associa-

ast
and

na's development in the

Cooperatives. Venue: Hotel Purbani. Time: 9:30 am.

Monthly meet: The

Association of Former Students' of Siddheswari High

of the
School

monthly general meeti

1967 will be held. Venue: Association office at 17, Rajuk Road,
Chowdhurypara. Time: 5:00 pm.

Wurkshnp: A 5-day workshop on 'Photo

mentation of Architectural
ganisers: Goethe Institut in

%ra hic Docu-
Conservation' will begin. Or-
association with the Alumni As-

sociation of the German Institutes in Bangladesh and Chetana

Sthapatya Unnoyon Society.

Exhibition: Altamira Design
a month long fashion exhibition of ladies dresses.

er's Fashion Gallery will begin

aciress

Shomi Kaiser will inaugurate the exhibition. Venue: Gallery
remise at House No 366, Rd No 28, New DOHS, Mohakhali. Time:

:00 pm.

Seminar: A seminar on ‘Human Righ

ts in Contemporary

Perspective’ will be held. Organiser: Muslim Unity for Human
Rights. Venue : Jatiya Press Club. Time : 3.30 pm.

Cultural festival: chhayanaut will hold a cultural
rogramme to mark Sharat festival (Sharatutsav). Venue:
akul Tala of Institute of Fine Arts, DU campus. Time: 6:30 am.

Discussion meeting: Bangladesh-China People's

Friendship Association will ho
by a cultural programme. Chief guest: Mohamma

a discussion meeting followed
Nasim,

ome Minister. Venue: Hotel Purbani. Time: 5:00 pm.

REEEptiDH: Shibchor Samity will accord a reception to
meritorious students who secured star marks in the 1999 SSC
exams. Scholarships will also be awarded to deserving

meritorious students of thana studying in Dhaka. Chief

est:

Dr Mozammel Hossain, State Minister for Social Welfare.

Special guest: Nur-e-Alam Chowdhury

. MP. Venue: Planning

and Development Academy, Nilkhet. Time: 4:00 pm.

Meeting:

Former students

of the Department of

Accounting of Dhaka University will hold a meeting to
organise its reunion programme. Venue: Auditorium of
Business Studies Faculty, DU campus. Time: 4:30 pm.

Annual

neral meeting of B
%SME} will be -

general meetinﬁ: The 1st
adesh Societ ec
eld. Venue: BUET auditorium.

annual

of hanical Engineers

Exhibition: a four-da long exhibition of household

furniture by designer Nargis

Venue; Conference Room of Alliance Francaise de Dh

hter Banu will be inaugurated.
a. The

exhibition will continue till October 11.
Film EhDW: Three French films Mort a Venise [Death in

Venice), La Crise (The Crisis)

and Germinal will be screened.

Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 11:00 am, 4:00 pm

and 6:00 pm.
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Light rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers with tem
gusty wind is likely at a few places over S{lhet. Khulna, Barisal

and Dhaka divisions and at one or two p
and Rajshahi divisions till 6 pm today,

aces over Chittagong
reports UNB.

Moderately heavy falls may occur at one or two places over

Dhaka division during the period, the

Met Office said adding

that rainfall activity may decrease gradually in the subsequent

two days across the country.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged.

Yesterday's highest tem
recorded at Cox's Bazar

tomorrow at 5:53 am.

Maximum and minimum

rature of 33.2 de
1 the lowest 23 d
The sun sets in the capital today at

es at Srimangal.
40 pm and rises

temperature and humidity

recorded in some major citles and towns yesterday were:

City/Town emperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Eveni

Dhaka 28.3 24.31 é g
Chittagong 32.1 24.5 72 80
Rajshahi 292 24.5 91 86
Khulna 28.8 238 95 90
Barisal 29.2 23.8 100 95
Sylhet 21.1 23.8 80 a3
Cox's Bazar 332 24.4 58 83

gree Celsius was ™~

BJP poised

New Delhi. : '

"We accept the verdict of th
Fcﬂc]:le.“ said senior Congress
eader Pranab Mukherjee. and
even the BJP's bitterest oppo-
nents admitted the
seemed on course for victory.

Sir}gh Surjeet. general secre-
tary of the Communist Party of
India-Marxist said it was now
“very clear” that Hindu nation-
alists would form the new gov-
ernment.

Madal Lal Khurana, a BJP
leader who won his seat in New
Delhi. said the prime minister's
personal popularity had been a
major factor in the voting.

'People voted for Vajpayee.
People want a stable govern-
ment and we will deliver it."
Khurana said.

The new government will be
India's sixth in four years and.
for all the BJP's bravado. polit-
ical analysts warned that polit-

ical stabilty would remain a
-term pipedream.

e make-up of the new
parliament looks like it will be
very similar to the last," said
analyst Mahesh Subramaniam.
“The challenge won't be forming
ﬁgov:mm:nt. but trying to run

Of the 498 seats where count-
Elf figures were available, the

P coalition had won or was
ahead in 255 -- a potential gain
of 11 seats. The Congress and its
allies had won or were leading
In 138 seals -- a loss of 26.

Vajpayee. the moderate face
of Hindu nationalism. won his
fourth victory in a row in
Lucknow.

Sonia Gandhi was declared
elected from the Bellary
constituency in southern India
by a margin of 51.450 votes.

The Italian-born Congress

Eart:.r president defeated her

igh-profile Hindu nationalist
rival. Sushma Swaraj, by
51.450 votes in the southern
seat of Bellary which has 1.2
million registered voters, state-
run television rted.

Sonia was also leading in
the northern seat of Amethi -- a
Gandhi family stronghold --
where she was expected to win
by a landslide.

Swaraj. the top woman
leader in Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee's Hindu na-
tionalist P party. had la-
belled Gandhi a “foreigner” un-
fit to rule India.

Swaraj said her defeat was a
reflection of the overall per-
formance of the Hindu nation-
alists who were faring poorly in

party :

for victory
southern Karnataka state.

One of the highest-profile
casualties was Congress
strongman Manmohan Singh,
the architect of India's radical
economic reforms, who lost
badly to an unfancied Hindu
nationalist candidate in New
Delhi.

Voting in India's marathon
elections ended Sunday after
five rounds of polling which be-
gan September 5.

The major political leaders
who have already been declared
elected include Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpaee (Lucknow),
IK Advani(Gujarat), Murli
Monohar Joshi of BJP in Alla-
habad, Trinamul Congress
leader Mamata Banarjee (West
Bengal), former Speaker and
nationalised Congress Party
(NCP) leader PA Sangma
(Meghalaya). Congress leader
Rajesh Pilot from Dausa and
CPM Jeader R Mohan from
Madural.

Results at a glance

NEW DELHI, Oct 6: The
preliminary results from vote
counting Wednesday for 317 of

the 543 elected seats in India's
lower house of parliament, as

reported by AP:
Bharatiya Janata Party 104,
BJP's allied arties 66,

Congress Party 89, Congress'
allies 16 and others 42.

Five districts will vote Oct
28

Teenager falls
from bus top,
dies in Kaptai

RANGAMATI, Oct 6: A
teenager travelling on the roof
of a passenger bus reportedly
fell at Raikhali in Kaptai this
morning and later succumbed
to his injuries at Kaptai thana
health complex, police sources
said. reports BSS.

The victim was identified as
Dhana Kanti Dey, 17,

mefﬁ:_':tim was trawlr:::‘_llling on
the roof of a s goi
to Razasthall from Rangamati:
When the bus reached ali
Bazar, the victim fell from the
roof and received severe head
injuries. He was rushed to Kap-
tai thana health complex.
where he died shortly. Police
handed over the body to the
relatives of the victim after an
autopsy at Rangamati sadar
hospital this evening.
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Millennium Film |

Festival begins

tomorrow

By DU Correspondent

A week-long film show titled
"Millennium Film Festival '99"
begins at the Shakwat Osman
Memorial hall of the Central
Public Library tomorrow.

Swaborni, a newly floated
cultural forum, organised the
show sponsored atapro.

President of Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote Ramendu
Mojumder will inaugurate the
show as chief guest at 10 am on
Friday.

Disclosing this at a press
conference at the TSC of Dhaka
University last evening, the
president of Swaborni alid
Hasan Pantha said that some
35 famous films of the outgoi
millennium would be screen
at the festival,

Each Ticket will cost Tk 30
per film.

The slogan of the show is
‘new Millennium for better
Film." The show will continue
till October 15 and films will be
screened in four sessions a day.

The films included 'The City
of Angles,” There is Some-
thing,” "Shakespeare in Love,'
“the Saint,"” The Matrix," Baby's
Day out.’

‘Sleeping with The Enemy,’
"Pretty woman,' “The Mummy,'
Armageddon’ and 'The Spy who
Shagged Me.'

DNA profiling

By Staff Correspondent

Dr M A Hassan, Convenor of
War Crimes Facts Finding
Standing Committee yesterday
left Dhaka for India enroute to
London for DNA graﬁiing. dat-
ing and improved forensic ex-
amination of the remains
found at Muslim Bazar mass
grave site, said a press release.

Dr Hassan carried some of
the remains along with him for
examination as part of a drive
to collect and establish docu-
mentary evidence with a view to
enlist the country's saddest
episode and the second biggest
genocide of the history in the
United Nations' book of geno-
cide.

In a statement Dr Hassan
thanked the government, -
ple. army nnel and others
who helped to excavate at the
Muslim Bazar mass grave site.

It may be mentioned that Dr
Hassan has been leading the
team to help DNA profiling of
remains.

Market fire

From page 1

shops and stores in the base-
ment. Out of five collapsible
gates, only two are usually kept
open. The traders alleged that
only one was open during the
incident, making it difficult for
them to escape.

The fire brigade officials
said they entered the market af-
ter breaking down one of the
gates on the western side of the
cnmﬂlex. : .

Shops selling chemicals,
plastic items and crockery were
reduced to ashes by the raging
inferno but the loss of property
could not be ascertained imme-
diately.

It could not be known either
whether any fire-fighting
equipment was kept at the
premises as none from the
shopkeepers’ association or
other market authorities were
available.

The five injured were sent to
local hospitals, fire officials
said.

Police were deployed at the
market and its surrounding
area after the incident.

The incident put the traffic
in the area in chaos after police
closed the road for safety. The
rush hour traffic using the New
Elephant Road was diverted on
to other roads, leading to chaos
on Maulana Bhashani Road,
Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue and
Elephant Road.

When contacted, the duty-of-
ficer of Ramna thana said they
were aware of the incident but
none lodged a complaint till 9
p.m last night.

Proposed law

From page 1
Syed Marghub Murshed was
special guest.
Commenting on several

points of the draft, Prof Anisur
Rahman of Dhaka University
said that like Osmany Udyan
there are other instances of
grabbing open spaces.

"Provision must be there in
the law to seek public opinion
before taking up any work
which might affect the public.”,
Anisur Rahman said.

Advocate Shudhangshu
Shekhar Haldar welcomed the
provision for a related special
tribunal to try the offenders
and said it would greatly reduce
the time consuming process of
delivering justice.

Mosharraf Hossain said that
the law would be helpful to pro-
tect the vanishing canals, open
spaces, and rivers. Commenting
on Osmany Udyan, the Minister
said that one has to count how
many trees there are and
whether those trees are envi-
ronment-friendly or not.

The speakers pointed out
several clauses of the draft bill
and said those contradicted
democratic rights.

The minister, however, said
the law would be enacted in line
with the suggestions received
from the participants of the de-
bate. BELA has been asked to
provide a cgfm 113!1];::;1 of the
proceedings e debate, :

Mosharraf also said that
Rajuk would declare a zoning
system for the city within two
to three months.

The environment secretary
said that the present bill was a
precaution to protect the envi-
ronment, "We are closely look-
ing into an environment law
which would be helpful for a
total conservation," he said.

Khushi Kabir, Vice
Chairman of ADAB and
Executive Director of Nijera
Kori, conducted the debate.

Rajuk Chairman, M Azizul
Haque said the new law would
greatly help protect the envi-
ronment of the cities.

The historic Bangladesh
Documents published in 1971 to
generate world public opinion
in favour of Bangladesh Libera-
tion War was reissued in the
original form on Tuesday by the
country's leading publishers
University Press Limited (UPL),
says a press release.

The publication was consid-
ered instrumental in evoking
almost immediate response

BANGLADESH

DOCUMENTS

veLUH! Tmg

from the world intellectual
community who generated sup-
port for the Bangladesh Libera-
tion War with the political
leaderships of their respective
countries,

The Bangladesh Documents
in iwo volumes was published
in 1971 by the Indian External
Affairs Ministry to support the
cause of Bangladesh freedom
struggle bﬁ exposing the gene-
sis. signiticant developments,

News

trials and sacrifices of the Ben-
ali population of the erstwhile
ast Pakistan.

The documents helped the
international print media in
1971 to draw on factual infor-
mation on the ground condi-
tions in East Pakistan with re-
spect to the question of transfer
ol power to an elected govern-
ment by the dictatorial regime
of General Yahya Khan of Pak-
istan.

The book has remained out
of print for many years and af-
ter 28 years of the country's in-
dependence, UPL has taken the
task of reissuing the documents

for archival reasons. The doc-
uments are ted to serve as
a great source of information
on the Bangladesh Liberation
War for researchers, scholars
and the media.

The Bangladesh Documents
include a chronological presen-
tation of significant events of
1971, commentaries in the
world press, speeches of impor-
tant people, record of initia-
tives by different interest
groups, reporting of the war ard
the record of peace efforts. The
1498 pages publication in two
volumes include 979 important
documents pertaining to the
Bangladesh Liberation War.

It may be mentioned that
publishing of historic and
archival material has been an
area R::)Lgpecial interest of UPL.
It's to Bangladesh Series
which include books and
monographs on the Bangladesh
freedom struggle has worked
great interest among the read-
ers. The publication of the
Bangladesh Documents will be
a notable addition to the list.

The namaz-e-janaza of noted
yesterday.

_ EEEEEEEEEEE—————— e
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Journalist Hasan Saeed was held at the Jativa Press Club

— Star photo

When will our leaders learn?

From page 1

to demonstrate their priorities
and the reasons for our sadness.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
recently won an UNESCO prize

for her peace accord with the
insurgents in Chittagong Hill
Tracts. We think she deserves
all the praises she can get for
this act, which we consider to be
one of vision and courage. We
said so in our writings earlier
and will continue to do so in the
future, But look at what she did,
or her party did. following the
Paris event. In the name of a re-
ception thousands of trucks
were mobilised throughout the
country and people were bussed
from all over the place to
Dhaka. To do what? Witness
gart_',r stalwarts sing Sheikh
asina's praise? Crores of
takas were spent, mostly taken
under duress from local busi-
nessmern, to see, courtesy BTV,
Amir Hussain Amu, Zillur
Rahman and the like to tell the
nation what a great leader
Sheikh Hasina was. Praise ac-
quires meanin% and credibility
when it comes from people who
are free to criticise the very per-
son who they are praising.
When that freedom is absent
then it becomes sycophancy.
And what we witnessed in the
name of a 'reception' was noth-
ing but. Thousands of school
children were ‘obliged’ to miss
their classes and made to stand
on the streets sides along the
route from the airport, for
hours under the hot summer
sun, without their guardians'’
ermission to welcome the
me Minister as we see being
done for foreign dignitaries.
The most vulgar form of that
%ycnphanc}r occurred when
illur Rahman compared
Sheikh Hasina to Socrates.
Sheikh Hasina should have
publicly reprimanded her secre-
tary general for insulting both
the ancient Greek philosopher
and herself in this manner. But
that, as we found out, was ex-
pecting too much. Who did the
Awami LEE%IE fool through this
reception? Perhaps only them-
selves, for the public knew what
it was and how it happened.

Take the case of our other
leader. She told Ambassador
Holzman of the USA on
Tuesday that her's was a simple
one-point demand of “"ousting
the government" and that she is
ready to talk with Sheikh
Hasina if it was about imple-
menting that process through
the resignation of the latter's

overnment. Recall Sheikh

asina's own stand when in op-
position and demanding a care-
taker government that she was
ready to talk with Khaleda Zia
only if is was on implementing
the concept of a caretaker gov-
ernment. If the present Prime
Minister agrees to resign then
what is there to talk about?

As voters we feel insulted
when we listen to BNP chief
wanting to ‘'oust’ an elected gov-
ernment. For it is only "we'" the
voters who can and must decide
who will and who will not gov-
ern us and for how long. "We the
people” have unanimously
adopted a Constitution that
elects a government for five
years and no leader, no party
singularly or collectively has
the right to "oust" it. at it
(they) can at best do is to come
to us, "The People”", and plead
with us and to convince us
that the incumbent government
has failed and that “We" should
throw them out in the next elec-
tion. BNP and its allies cannot
decide on their own that time
has come to "oust” AL govern-
ment. "We the People" have not
given that ri%ht to any leader or
any party. It is our exclusive
riF]Ynt that what makes the peo-
I:nt ‘sovereign” in a democracy.
n a democracy the "sovereign”
speaks through the ballot.

ere are numerous examples
of failed governiments in
democracies. John Major's gov-
ernment s approval rate came
down to 13 per cent towards the
end and yet nobody wanted to or
could, for that matter. "oust it".
In India there have been three
general elections in almost as
many years. There the govern-
ments fell through the process
set down in the Constitution-
that is through no-confidence
motions. In our case also we
can topple a government
through a no-confidence mo-
tion. ugh chances of that

| succeeding have been almost

eliminated through "no-ficor
crossing” clause in our
Constitution. But that is now an
agreed process and applies to

. just as it did when BNP was
in power.

When AL and its allies (by
the way the BNP allies of today
are the same people as were the

"AL allies of yesterday. How

ironic and in some sense how
farcical} tried to force BNP to
resign and call for mid-term
elections. They miserably
failed even though they were
able to organise mass resigna-
tion by the whole of the opposi-
tion. They failed because an
elected government cannot be
"ousted”. It can only be voted
out. For that te happen one
needs an election, and for that
onne has to wait for the
Constitutionally prescribed
time, as the Ag learnt it the
hard way. AL could not "oust"
the government of Khaleda Zia.
What it was able to do was to
ruin the country and its econ-
omy. Today BNP and its allies
will meet the same fate. They
will NOT be able to "oust" the
AL government but what they
will be able to do is ruin the

- country and its economy a sec-

ond time around. Who will suf-
fer? Need we answer the ques-
tion?

We urge the BNP and per-
sonally Khaleda Zia, not to fol-
low the path that she knows is
wrong. Why does she know it?
Because she has already been a
Prime Minister. She knows,
more than anyone else, the
‘havoc AL's hartals and negative
politics brought upon the na-
tion when she was in power.
She knows more than anyorne
else how destructive a hartal is
to the economy. So how can she
do things she knows will not
bring any good for the country
and its people? An elected gov-
ernment must be allowed to fin-
ish its term. Khaleda Zia said so
a hundred times when she was
in power. AL was wrong in try-
ing to l:-rinﬁI her government
down, as BNP is now wrong in
trying to bring down Hasina's.

However the lesson there is
that AL did not succeed. Nor
will BNP. Only that the country
and its economy will once again
be destabilised. Let us remem-
ber that the same mistake
committed a second time , when

“on hindsight we know that it

was wrong, is a far more serious
crime than the f{irst timne
around. The world will consider
us unreliable and incapable of
learning from our mistakes. So
please, please do not push us to
the precipice. As we had pointed
out in the ning, it would be
a far better politics for BNP to
raise the issues that are rele-
vant to the people and win their
hearts and minds with alterna-
tive programmes, plans and
new ideas suited to the 2]st
Century. This will gain them
voters who are the ONLY
POWER TO OUST ANY
GOVERNMENT.

Khaleda to visit
Feni today

By Staff Correspondent
BNP Chairperson and Leader

of the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia will visit her con-
stituency Chhagalnaiya in Feni
today. :
During her visit, she will
also address a public meeting in
Chhagalnaiya Court area in the
afternoon, said a press release.

Anwar Zahid

released

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson's Press
Advisor Anwar Zahid was re-
leased on bail from Dhaka
Central Jail yesterday morn-
ing.

The BNP leader was arrested

on August 30 a couple hours af-
ter BNP's mass procession. The
Daily Janakantha office came

under attack during the proces-
sion.

After the attack, the
Janakantha authority filed a
case against Anwar d for
his alleged involvement in
leading the attack on the office.
Police also filed two other cases
against him after the incident.

The Court and Dhaka
Metropolitan Session Judge
court granted him bail in all the
cases.

From page 1

penses would be recovered from
the gas sales from it. “This gives
the oil companies the opportu-
nity to undertake half-hearted
operations.” the source pointed
out.

An oil company executive,
commenting on the work
schedules outlined in the PSC,
said that the rationale behind

the obligations was well under-
stood. "But the time frame now
appears unrealistic considering
the speed of work of the bureau-
cracy in Bangladesh.” he said,
"as a result, oil companies
mi%hl sometime resort to
drilling a well just to comply
with the PSC deadline.”

Similarly, a Petrobangla of-
ficial said, “ it is true that some-
times some approvals and pa-
per works take more time than
they actually should have. For
instance, it took more than
three months to obtain an envi-
ronmental clearance for QOcci-
dental to start drilling a devel-
opment well in Jalalabad gas
field.” But, he added. without
the PSC-dictated time frame oil
and gas exploration and devel-
opment would have become
very slow.

An independent energy ex-
pert said, “since there had been
cases of failures in the last four-
five years, Petrobangla should
review the reasons and mini-
mize bad practices by I0Cs or
even by itself. After the review
of the PSC activities,
Petrobangla may correct prob-
lematic areas and, if necessary,
extend the exploration and de-
velopment time frame so that
no oil company undertakes a
drilling project ljusl to avoid

unishment for failing to fulfill
SC obligations”.

Other than the exploratory
drilling, the oil companies had
contractually obtained rights
over a couple of gas fields dis-
covered before they came to
Bangladesh with the condition
that they would develop these
gas fields. Cairn, which ob-
tained rights to Semutang gas
field in the Hill Tracts under
block 15 and the Kutubdia gas
field under block 16, did not de-
velop the gas fields. Occidental,
which got the huge 1.5 TCF
Jalalabad gas field as a
“compliment” in block 12,
however, developed it and its
gas has started flowing to the
national grid from January
last.

Following is the scheme-
wise list of exploration activi-
ties undertaken by Cairn and
Occidental since 1995:

Cairn's venture at Sonadia:
It had good oil and gas
ﬁmapects. But the data showed

igh-pressure hydrocarbon
prospects in geological zones.
The ideal target was set at 4500

5 student bodies
call strike at
DU on Oct 13

Five left-leaning student or-
ganisations yesterday an-
nounced a series of action pro-
grammes, including a student
strike at Dhaka University on
October 13 to realise their six-
point demand. reports UNB.

The demands include with-
drawal of the decision by many
educational institutions to
raise tuition fees and immedi-
ate reopening of Jahangirnagar
University.

The five student organisa-
tions are Jatiya Chhatra Dal,
Bangladesh Chhatra
Federation, Biplobi Chhatra
Moitree, Chhatra Oikya Forum
and Biplobi Chhatra gangha.

Their programmes, an-
nounced at a press conference at
Madhu's Canteen, also include a
rally in front of DUCSU
Bhaban on Oct 7, processions
on the Dhaka University cam-

us on October 9 and in

hittagong, Khulna, Jessore,
Kushtia, Mymensingh and
Sylhet on Oct 15-30.

Programme on Nat'l
Day of Spain

The office of Spanish Hon-
orary Consul in Dhaka will cel-
ebrate the National Day of
Spain at Hotel Sonargaon in
the city on October 12, reports
UNB.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria, Commerce Min-
ister Tofail Ahmed, State Min-
ister for Fore Affairs Abul
Hasan Chowdhury and State
Minister for Ehlpglng Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury (Maya)

| will attend the function.

meters. The primary target
depth was 3800 meters. But
Cairn used a rig inappropriate
for high-pressure Sonadia op-
erations during early 1998. T#e
rig capacity needed for this
drilling was “15 K", but Cairn
used a "10 K" rig. As a result, the
rig bogged down and Caim had
lo abandon the drilling. Al-
though Petrobangla approved
the ‘'work programme’ budget of
9.5 million dollars, it disap-
proved the use of inappropriate
rig. These expenses would have
been recovered from Sangu gas
Brnductiﬂn if the failure had
een due to genuine reasons.
That is why Petrobangla in a
Joint Review Committee (JRC)
meeting consisting of
Petrobangla and Cairmn's repre-
sentatives, categorically told
Cairn/Shell that the budget for
Sonadia would not be recover-
able from Sangu. Cairn/Shell
however did not give up their
claim for recovering the costs
from Sangu gas production.
Halda: Drilling in Halda is
another failure of Cairn under
block 15 in mid- "'98 involving a
cost of more than 10 million
dollars. Its exploration costs
will be recoverable if
Cairn/Shell strikes a gas lield
in the future in this block. But
Petrobangla refused to approve
Cairn's cost for testing pro-
gramme involving another 3.5
million dollars, which was
done without prior approval.
Besides, the testing it carried
out was “very callous” and as a
result. Cairn had allegedly
damaged the well.
Moulavibazar 1 or the
Magurchhara field: Occidental's
negligent operations were
blamed for the Magurchhara
blow out in mid-97. Occidental
was hardly penalized for the
Moulavibazar incident, which,
according to experts, caused a
%aa reserve damage worth US
00 million dollars. An inves-
tigation re])urt in this regard
was allegedly gagged by the gov-
ernment ltse]% and the PSC of
Occidental for this block, which
expired in January last year due

Ombudsman

From page 1

such action is made to him by a
person, who claims to have sus-
tained injustice in conse-
quences of such action or who
affirms that such action has re-
sulted in favour of being unduly
shown to any person or in ac-
crual of undue personal benefit
or gain to any person.

Cricket match
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Test-playing nation.

Disgruntled fans left the
stadium after it was announced
that the match had been
abandoned.

Umpires had delayed taking
a decision on the match unti
lpm.

Organisers made frantic
efforts to dry the ground, but
found it dill_"lficult as pools of
water still dotted the sidelines
of the field.

Earlier, lelt-arm spinner
Enamul Hoque brought
Bangladesh back to the match
on the second day with a five-
wicket haul. West Indies were
cmisin% along at 144 for two at
lunch, but collapsed to 249 all
out - just 20 runs ahead of
Bangladesh's first innings total
of 229.

The two sides will play two
one-day internationals on
Friday and Saturday.

Border guards
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As many as 23 people, in-
cluding a BDR man, were killed
in 1998. These killings took
place during 56 BSF firing
which also left 19 others in-
Lured. sources said. Of those

illed in 1998 the highest
causality took place along the
Rangpur border while five in
Mymensingh, four in Rajshahi
and one each in Kushtia and
Comilla.

The lowest number of deaths
of 11 Fersuns from BSF firing
took place in 1997. During this
year, 39 incidents of firing took
place in which 11 others got in-
jured, the sources said. During
this year three persons were
kjllsdy along the Kushtia border,
two each in Dinajpur and Rang-

ur while one each in Khulna,
ymensingh, Sylhet and
Comilla. sources said.

Bangladesh have 517 Border
Outposts (BOP) along the fron-
tier with India, home ministry
sources said. There are 89 BOPs
mainly along the forest and hill
clad border with Myanmar.

rNon-committal 10Cs mar

to the company's failure to ful-
fil minimum  work commit-
ment, was extended with some
minor modifications in favour
of Bangladesh.

Kafna: the Petrobangla did
not approve Occidental’'s Kafna
well in block 13. When Occiden-
tal drilled it, it officially said
that there were 20% prospects
there. So it can not say that it
ran out of luck there. Why they
took so much risk was noi
clear. The cos! was over 10 mil-
lion. Petrobangla is determined
to make it recoverable.

Sangu: Cairn's only success
story. Discovered in early 96,
Cairn later drilled six develop
ment wells. Of these six. one
lumed out dry and another was
faulty. As a result, Cairn is us-
ing four wells to supply 100 mil-
lion cubic feet of gas per day
(mmecfd) instead of its
promised 160 mmcfd [rom mid
98,

Bibiyana: Occidental's only
success story. Discovered in
mid '98 after some serious op-
erational problems. Occidental
conducted a 3 dimensional sur-
vey and drilled an appraisal

well there to assess ihe pas re-
serve there. 1t is sald to have 9
to 5 trillion cubic feet (TCF) gas.
the highest in Bangladesh.

However it would take at least
another three vears to develop
it

Moulavibazar-2: Occiden-
tal/Unocal have started
drilling here from early Octo-
ber. II they make gas discovery,
the cost of Moulavibazar-1 ex-
ploration well would be recov-
ered from here,

South Sangu: Shell/Cairn
started drilling here last week.
Failure would be ‘cost recover-
able’ from Sangu.

Kasalong: Kasalong drilling
Is yel to start by UMC this
month. There are prospects of
finding oil here. But due to lack
of fund it may not start as per
schedule. Sources said Kasalong
is located in an area where it
will take huge pipeline invest-
ment to colnect gas/oil to the
national grid if the drilling is
successful. Potia, where UMC
detected a potential gas reserve,
would have had been a better
and practical choice consider-
ing tEE area’'s proximity to the
national grid.

Ratna: The cduntry's first
drilling in a “stratigraphic” (a
horn-like geological traps
having prospects of oil/gas)
zone to be undertaken by Occi-
dental/Unocal by the end of
this month.

Apart from these, Occidental
also drilled five development
wells in the previously discov-
ered gas field, Jalalabad,
[originally located by BAPEX in
the early eighties). The fifth
well turned out ‘dry’.

Shell says
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tion of Methanol and liquefied
gas were not very profitable.

"Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) would provide break-even
costs for gas. But commercial
and residential consumption
would be very profitable as the
gas price could be over 3 dollar
per MMBTU and gas consump-
tion by power sector would be
most profitable as the gas price
woul be over 4 dollar
MMBTU." he said.

Apart from that, the domes-
tic market. the Shell chief said.
by exporting 6 TCF gas to India
through pipeline. Bangladesh
could earn 800 million dollars
over a period of 15 years.

Another pnssihi]iray WAas ex-
port of power to India. which
could also help earn Bangla-
desh 130 million dollars durin
the same period. Liquefie
Natural Gas (LNG) export to
southern India could earn 210
million dollars.

"But LNG gas export to Far
East, fertiliser and methanol
would be below the break-even
point and utilising gas for alu-
minium production happens to
be the most losing proposition,”
he pointed out.

"So the best use for Bangla-
desh gas should be the power
sector followed by import
substitution of fuel oil. LPG and
CNG. Using gas for fertiliser
and methanol should get lower
priority,” Vaughan suggested.

“In exports, pipeline exports
to India .Er.]'u:mlrjpgl:::mlllaE the highest
priority followed by power ex-
ports and then LNG to South In-
dia and Far East.” he observed.

The Shell official noted that
at the moment there were r _v-
eral upcoming LNG projects in
India, which would require
huge gas. Therefore a window of
opportunity awaited Bangla-
desh. which might not be avai-
lable tomorrow.



