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Brazil promise
strong team
for Australia

SYDNEY, Oct 5: Brazil have
told Australian organisers they
will send a strong national
squad to play the Socceroos
here next month, but the play-
ers will not be named until a
fortnight beforehand, reports
AFP.

Tour promoters IMG said
Tuesday the two-match tour
would proceed after they were
EBBLL\‘GCF about the quality of the
Brazil team.

The tour has been in doubt

since last week when it was'
had double;

learned Brazil
booked, committing to play a
friendly match against Spain
in Madrid just two days before
they were due to take on Aus-
tralia.

Australian officials have
been concerned that Brazil's su-
perstars would not journey to
Australia and instead remain
in Europe for the Spanish game
while the Brazilian federation
(CBF) sent an under-23 Olym
leadﬁ h!:a'le to prepare for the

ympics.
S}'Hgmr IMG said the CBF
will make an announcement
this week, promising a strong
team.

"l wanted an assurance they
would send their national team
and not an Olympic team,
they've given me those assur-
ances so the tour will go ahead;"
IMG managing director Martin
Jolly said Tuesday.

"Brazil will not, and never
do, announce a squad until two
weeks out from a match but the
assurance is the games are im-
portant to them and they will
send a strong squad,” he said.

Meanwhile, Australian
coach Frank Farina is in
Britain trying to mend a rocky
relationship between Soccer

Australia and British clubs
caused by demands over the re-
lease of Australian players for
international duty.

Farina was also understood
to .be trying to organise
friendlies against European
national teams, with Scotland
and Wales as prospective op
nents, and possibly England if
they did not qualify for Euro

" Taliban
appeal

KABUL, Oct 5: Taliban
authorities Tuesday demanded
the International Olympic
Committee revise a decision
which effectively barred
Afghan athletes from compet-
ing at the 2000 Olympic Games
in Sydney, reports :

e hardline Islamic rulers
also chided the 10C and implied
officials had bowed to US pres-
sure after Washington slapped
trade sanctions against the
militia for harbouring alleged
terrorist Osama bin Laden.

“The 10C is representing 165
couritries of the world and we:
call on 10C president Juan
Antonio Samaranch not to be
used by one country and for the
I0C to revise their decision.”
sports minister Mulla Abdul
Shokour Mutmaen said.

Three dags ago the IOC an-
nounced that it no longer
recognised the Afghan Ol B-it
Committee which is run by the
Taliban who control most of
Afghanistan after a five-year
civil war.

However, the [OC said
Afghan athletes would be able
to compete in Sydney as indi-
viduals and not as representa-
tives of Afghanistan.

Mutmaen rejected this say-
ing any Afghan athlete taking
part should be able to fly the

lain white flag of the Islamic
mirate of anistan.

"But, I don't think the an-
nouncement came from the IOC
but from pressure from enemy
countries who don't want to see
peace and security in 8-
tan,” he added. griant

Mutmaen declined to say
specifically that the US was be-

hind the 10C decision but the
Taliban's secretary general for |
the Olympics ohammad

Khalid said “it's possible the US

sanctions had something to do
with this".

In July, Washington froze
Taliban bank accounts and im-

trade sanctions as of
its efforts to force the militia
into handing over bin Laden
who is wanted for a string of
‘crimes.

These include the bombing
of two US embassies in east
Alfrica in August 1998 which
left more than 200 people dead.

"We have no limitations on
sport. The 10C has combined
sport and politics when -
one knows they are separate. We
and our athletes are sorry and
we want the 10C to revise this
decision.

“This year we put a lot of ef-
fort into organising a lot of
competition. It's the athletes
right to take part and the 10C
has-“;l usurped their right,"” Khalid
said.

The Taliban had planned to
send 15 athletes to Sydney to
compete in athletics, boxing
and martial arts, and Mutmaen
said several athletes were
medal wi pects.

He added that all Afghan
athletes were treated with the
same esteem and ethnic origin
was not an issue, be they
Pashtoon, Tajik, Uzbek,
Turkmen or Hazara.

"But we think the 10C has
discriminated against us and
are not treating us with the
same esteem as other coun-
tries.” Mutmaen said.

Rafter pulls out
of CA Trophy

VIENNA, Oct 5: Patrick
Rafter has withdrawn from the
CA Trophy next week because of
a shoulder injury received at
the US Open. reports Reuters.

Tournament boss Guenther
Huemer also said yesterday he
was still waiting to hear
whether last year's winner Pete
Sampras would again- require a
wild card entry, but a positive

response was not expected. =

Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario stretches to make a return in the match against

— AFP photo

Russian Elena Likhovtseva at the Filderstadt Grand Prix on October 4.

scare for France

fl . PARIS, Oct 5:

"',1-\‘-'}' Chelsea defender
|_ UR Marcgl Dﬁsaﬂl}rfis
, ’ a oubt or
P& ﬂﬂﬂl France's biggest

game since the
World Cup Final, he admitted
Tuesday, reports AFP.

On Saturday the world
champions face Iceland in
Paris in their final Group Four
European Championship quali-
fier and France go into that
match in third place in the pool
behind leaders Ukraine and
Russia whose match in Moscow
kicks off at the same time.

Desailly missed Chelsea’'s 5-
0 drubbing of European cham-
pions Manchester
weekend with an injured adduc-
tor muscle and admitted his
participation against Iceland
was in doubt.

Desailly told L'Equipe: "At

the moment I can run a bit but it

is still painful. For me to be
able to play Saturday I must be
able to train normally from
Wednesday. We must wait and
If the Ghanaian-born de-

fender is forced to withdraw his |

likely replacement against Ice-
land would be his Chelsea team-
mate Frank Leboeuf.

France coach Roger Lemerre
has already been deprived of the
services of Arsenal midfielder
Emmanuel Petit and Real
Madrid striker Nicolas Anelka
through injury while Monaco
goalkee El; Faiien Ba&thn]ez is
suspended as is squa ayer
Freggric Dehu, of Bar::e]u:l:a.y

Paris St Germain goalkeeper
Bernard Lama has been recalled

by :Lemerre to replace Barthez-!

since the World Cup Lama has’

Desailly

nited at the

MARCEL

only agreed to be selected if he
knows he will be in the starting
line-up; .

H ildkraine and Russta draw
in Moscow France could still

. win the Group Four encounter

top the group and qu auto-
matically if they beat Iceland.
But second place and a play-
off place is a more realistic
hope for the world champions.
But victory is no formality
against Iceland, who them-
selves have a statistical chance
of the runners-up spot although
that would be an unlikely sce-
nario,
But Lemerre, Aime Jacquet's
{‘i’ght—hand man 1.:!1.1.1'11:’5l the
orld Cup campaign, will be
well aware that the Scandina-
vians were very unlucky not to

between the teams in Reyk-
javik, which finished 1-1.

That was Lemerre's first
competitive game in charge of
the world champions and if for-
tunes go against him on Satur-
day the match st the same
opponents could be his last.

Pele’s 50111
In murder
trial

SAO PAULO, Oct 5: Edson
Cholbi do Nascimento "Ed-
inho", son of Brazilian foot-
balling legend Pele, is set to
stand trial on charges of
manslaughter here on Tuesday,
reports AFP.

The 28-year-old former
goalkeeper, who played for
Brazilian outfit Santos from
1995-97, was charged along
with his co-driver Marcilio de
Melo following the death of a
speetator during an illegal car'
race:in 1992, ' ' |

MILAN, Oct 5: AC
Milan's hero An-
driy Shevchenko
Lnoi a swipe at the
Italian star sys-
: tem on 'h.lead}z;}r.
claiming that players like
Ronaldo were being built up
only to be knocked down,
reports AFP.

The 23-year-old Ukrainian
set Italian football alight on
Sunday with a hat-trick in a 4-4
draw with Lazio that will go
down in history here.

It was only Shevchenko's
fourth appearance in the Serie
A, after joining from Dyanmo
Kyiv over the summer, and had
the predictable effect of star
treatment in the media and
comparisons with Marco Van

But Shevchenko warned that
he wouldn't be able to make
headlines every week and

a finger at the way that
criticism has been heaped on

Ronaldo during his slow return
to form.

"It's not as if Rm;a:llddo has
suddenly become sec rate,"
he said. "I think that in a mon-
th's time he will be back to what
he was before.

“In opinion, the problem
is not h?ﬁls egs but in his head,
because of all the pressure he's
under. I'm not Ronaldo and I try
to defend myself.

"But one of the things I don't
like is that in Italy everything
happens so quickly - someone
who scores three goals is a ge-
nius but if he doesn't score for
two matches he's in crisis.

“Everybody knows that the

_evchenko on Ronaldo’s side

Italian championship is diffi-
cult, and I'm prepared for the
pressure, but I'm not a com-
puter.,” :
Shevchenko also pointed to
two Duichmen who failed to
make their mark on this city,

SHEVCHENKO

ex-Inter Dennis Bergkamp, a
Double winner with Arsenal.
and former AC Milan striker
Patrick Kluivert, a champion in
Spain with Barcelona.

"Bergkamp went to England
and proved that he is a great
footballer." he said.

“And | reckon that if Kluiv-
ert had stayed on for another
year in Italy he would have
shown his true worth. He's do-
ing that now with Barcelona.”

As for the Italian champi-
onship, led by current
favourites Inter Milan, the
Ukrainian said: "We're up there
with the others.

"At the moment, Inter have
the advantage of not playing in
the Champions League. %ut
that's only now, the title is won
at the end of the season. I say
that we are going to win the
championship and the Cham-
pions League."

~ Milan's Euro campaign has
been complicated by their home
draw with Hertha Berlin, but
Shevchenko was optimistic

ggﬂut the second leg on October

"It will be easier than it was
at San Siro,” he said.

"And then, when [ think
about the fact that Chelsea beat
Manchester United 5-0, I realise
that really anything can hap-

"
2 Asked if he had any doubts
about hosting Chelsea in their
Group H clash here on October
26, Shevchenko told the
Gazzetta dello Sport simply:
"AC Milan are a very good side."

| Douiilet skjp;s
world meet

PARIS, Oct 5: World and
Olympic heavyweight judo
champion David Douillet of
France said yesterday he was
withdrawing from the World
Championships in
Birmingham, England startin
on Thursday because of bac
trouble.

Douillet misses the chance
to become the first man to win a
fifth world title,

WHO'S GOT THE BIGGER BICEPS: World Boxing Organisation lightweight champion
Artur Grigorian (R) of Germany shows off his his best side while his American challenger
‘| Michael Clark tries as well during a press conference in Oberhausen, Germany on October

Vieiri voted
Italy’s best

MILAN, Oct 5: Christian
‘Vierli has been voted last sea-
son's best player in Italian
football and his former club.
Lazio, have been picked as best

team - instead of champions AC |

Milan, reports AFP.
- * Vieri had a double celebra-
tion after his fellow profes-
sionals of the Italian players'
union rated him best overall
player and also best Italian.

0, the club he left for In-
ter Milan in a world record 50
million dollar move over the
summer, were rewarded for

4

.. SHANGHAI, Oct 5:
A pair of seeds
scored one-way
wins Monday to

Y X
reach the second
round of the
Hein-

350.000-dollar Shanghai

eken O . losing just seven
ames between them, reports
FP.

Fourth seed Jan-Michael
Gambill of the United States
and Swede Jonas Bjorkman,
seeded fifth on the outdoor
hardcourt at the Xian Xia Ten-
nis Centre, newly constructed

2

eds s

et out smoothl

his rapid-fire win, which took
less than an hour. "a quick
match”.

Bjorkman, who stood in the
top five on the ATP rankings
two seasons ago but has since
fallen into the 50s, started his

week in Shanghai by ousting
Jz'immcan Paul Goldstein 6-4, 6-

jorkman admitted that his
flight from Europe started to
catch up with him on court
against Goldstein, but the
Swede recovered to book his
trip into the second round.

Che Brily Star 15

y

But I'll admit | was nervous at
the start.” :

In other o -day results,
Croatian Ivan Ljubicic, who
scored the biggest success of his
career at Monte Carlo with an
upset of Yevgeny Kafelnikov,
dealt America a second blow
with his knockout of Justin
Gimelstob 7-6, 6-3.

Filipino-American Cecil
Mamiit came good for the
States, beating Swede Fredrik
Jonsson 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. John Van
Lottum of the Netherlands kept
ALhina nil for two matches,

* we didn't win the league.

their ultimately heart-bre
season by voted best team.
Lazio ﬂ;lly the better foot-
ball but an pipped them to
the tugrpr!ze on the final day af-
ter Vieri's men suffered a run of

defeats in the final weeks.
Vieri, who had left the pitch
in tears after failing to land
e title for 25

Lazio's first |
Yyears, admitted on Monday

night: "I still wake up some-
times and wonder how on cart.l:l

"It still seems impossible”,
said the centre-forward, who is

currently preparing for Italy's
Euro 2050 qualifier against Be-
larus.

Recognition for Milan's
achievement went instead to
Alberto Zaccheroni, who was
voted best coach.

Argentina's Gabriel Batis-
tuta, who scored 18 goals in 19
games for Fiorentina before

etting injured, was the best

oreigner, while AS Roma skip-

%r cesco Totti, who turned
less

rated best

than a fortnight ago, was
young player.
Gianluigi Buffon, who will
be between the posts in Minsk
on Saturday, was best goal-

keepfr.
Solid start
for Testud

. FILDERSTADT, Germany,
Oct 5: Sandrine Testud, the de-
fending champion from France,
set up a second round clash with
Grand Slam Cup winner Serena
Williams, after defeating
Chanda Rubin 6-3, 6-2 at the
520,00-dollar Filderstadt
Grand Prix-here Monday, re- .
ports AFP.

Testud needed only 68 min-
utes to see off her American op-
ponent, hreakin% serve three
times without rep ﬁ'

Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario's
decline continued with a 6-1, 6-
4 defeal at the hands of Russia's
Elena Likhovtseva in just 62
minutes, while former finalist
Natasha Zvereva saved two
match points to see off French
lucky loser Anne-Gaelle Sidot
7-6, 2-6, 7-5.

Williams has caused a stir
off court by pulling out of next
week's Swisscom Challenge in
Zurich, electing instead to re-
turn to Florida at the end of the
week to begin a college course in
fashion and design. This is
fifth
Williams has miade’a late with-
drawal from an ‘event on the

gqgmion Lin 1999 that |.

"l started going to sleep out

for the event only last year,
there,” said Bjorkman. "But 1

both came through comfort-

ably. quickly woke up.”

(!,-amhmf trying to get his The match was the first for
ATP Tour r back into to the Swede since the US Open
the top 50, defeated Chinese almost a month ago. Despite his

layer Yu Wang 6-0, 6-1. Gam- long layoff, Bjorkman, said: "I

call

ill could do liftle else but call . felt confident with my game.

sty

Chilean Marcelo Rios in action against nce
Tieleman at the Heineken Open in Shanghai yesterday.
Rios defeated his Italian opponent 6-2, 6-1. — AFP photo

stopping Ben-Qiang Zhu 6-4, 6-

Byron Black will have to cel-
ebrate his 30th birthday later
this week aﬁ from the singles
court after suffering an upset at
the hands of up-and-coming
Max Miryni of Belarus. The vet-
eran from Zimbabwe was
beaten 6-3, 2-6, 6-4.

Black had been hoping to
aim for another Asian trophy
this year after winning the title
in April in Chennai, India.
Mjhtﬁ 212 Erlaltars. three months,

myi 1s the youngest player in
the 32-man ﬂ};]d. L

Mirnyi started the year
ranked nearly 300th in the
world and has moved smartly
upwards to inside the top 100.

He played his first semifinal
last spring, beating Jim Gourier

at Orlando, He also holds mixed
doubles crowns at the US ~

and Wimbledon from 1998 with
Serena Williams.

Chile's Marcelo Rios, who is
making his debut here, is top
seed, with swcde Magnus Nor-
man second. Both will be in ac-
tion on Tuesday. Rios aﬁ:‘la}m his.
first match against Italy's Lau-
rence Tieleman.

Norman has won a Tour-
leading four titles this year, the
same number as superstars An-
dre Agassi and Pete Sampras.

World number eight Rios and
defending champion Michael
Chang of the United States both
fell in their first-round doubles
matches, however.

Chang, who is seeded sixth
in the tournament, has not won
a title since last year's
Heineken Open. The former
world number two -- the crowd
favourite here in due to his
Chinese ancestry -- has fallen
in the ATP rankings to 64.

But the 27-year-old Ameri-
can says he is far from retire-
ment and is looking to turn his
fortunes around with strong

lay here. He will face a quali-
Bcr. compatriot Brian Mac-
Phie, on Tuesday.

Johnson being

SYDNEY, Oct 5

supremely

J confi
dent of gepeating his golde;
o eyt Sk

record 19,32

world 200 ,
'43.18seci belleves hé can go

mine, and I think that's a ste
-"::\ —| (AFP): Double in the right direction. 2
‘1 Olympic cham- "Athletes like myself who
Sepdan 20y pion Michael can compete well drug-free can
cw = Johnsaon is balance that thing out.”
Johnson, who holds the

hopeful

That's all 1 want to do. I don't
care what | run, any of that. |
just want to win."

Johnson said he had no
plans to quit in the near future.

"Everyone asks me why am |
still doing it. I enjoy what I do.
It's a great sport and I can still
win, so there's no reason for me

WTA Tour, resulting in a reduc-
tion in her end-of-year bonus

" pool prize money.

In a statement, the WTA
confirmed they would not be
taking further action against
the player, but would make ev-
ery effort to avoid similar con-
flicts in future.

Testud, who defeated
Williams en route to the 1998 ti-
tle, was pleased with the way
she began her defence against

The American superstar,
who took his first look at the
Olympic Stadium Tuesday
while on a promotional tour for
the 2001 Goodwill Games in
Brisbane, also believes people.
should concentrate on perfg -
mances like his rather than a
small band of drug cheats.

"l actually think that what-
ever we can do to stop ple
from talking about it so much
and making it seem like it's so
much more and there are so

even faster. _.

“It's not something that I'm
planning. It's just something
that 1 know that I can do," he
said,

"Whether or not.it happens,
who knows. I just go out there
and do the best [ can.”

And he sees no reason why
he can't repeat the double of
Atlanta. -

"I'm extremely confident," he
said. "I'm running faster now

to stop at this point." he said.
2006 Asiad bi_clding_
Indonesia

withdraws

JAKARTA, Oct 5: Indonesia
finally withdrew from the bid-
ding for the 2006 Asian Game,
and supported Malaysia's bid-
ding, State Minister of Youth

Rubin. She captured the only
break of serve in the sixth game
of the upeninﬁ set, before racing
into a 4-0 lead in the second.

Afterwards she explained
she had taken a while to adapt
to the fast indoor surface after
playing in French league
matches over the weekend.

"The first match here is al-
ways difficult,” she said, "but I
am pleased with the way I
served and | kept up my concen-
tration throughout.

‘I don't feel any extra pres-
sure as defending champion
and I don't expect to win the
tournament. Serena is probably
the best player in the world at
the moment, but I will do my
best to win."

Eight of the world's top 10
players are in action at Filder-
‘'stadt, with Martina Hingis,
Lindsay Davenport , Williams
and Mary Pierce all receiving
first round byes. Jana Novotna,
who retires at the end of the
tournament, faces qualifier
Silvia Farina in her opening
match on Tuesday.

Dalglish
LONDON, Oct 5: English
Premiership club Newcastle
United Monday agreed to pay
Kenny Dalglish compensation
for sacking him as manager

more than a year ago, reports

The re is being kept se-
cret but Dalglish, now Celtic's
director of football operations,
said in a statement that he was
happy with the outcome of the
E‘ly unal, which was arbitrated

the Premier League.

"l am pleased that everything
has been resolved amicably,
said Dalglish, who has been
chasing compensation since

re as manager at St
James' Park by Ruud Guillit last
year. )
"T'd like to thank the players
and staff who worked with me
at Newcastle for their support
and dedication."

"l would also like to thank
John Barnwell of the League
Managers' Association and my
.trad;d union, MSE, who sup-
P Wish Bobby Robson and
the Newcastle team every suc-
cess and look forward to con-

"AFP.

centrating on the
ambitions of Celtic for the fu-
ture.”

| rF:, Dalglish and Newcastle is-.

sued a joint statement outside
the Premier League headquar-

] : ﬂl " I}
e i both g sl

than I've done in my life."

many more athletes than there
are, that's what I'd be interested
in,” he said.

"Some guy who nobody
hardly knows about tests posi-
tive and it's on the front page of
every major newspaper in the
world and that's creating a situ-
ation where people think that
Everﬁune‘s on drugs -- people
think that it's more than it re-
ally is.

"What percentage of the ath-
letes test positive every year?
We don't even know because no-
one bothers to even to take a
look if there's a percentage.
Everyone just jumps on this guy
tested positive.

"Certainly the pressure
should be on the federations to
do all they can, but I think that
(the number of athletes using
performance-enhancing dru;ﬁ%
it is erated."

The 32-year-old won the
400m at the August World
Championships at le.

e .i . ’

MICHAEL JOHNSON

"Of -course it was difficult in
96 and it'll be difficult next
year, but I perform well under
that kind of pressure and I'm

"l think l?mlng into Seville, confident lgnir:f in there, know-
the sport had a big shadow over ing what I'm doing, having ex-
it because of all the positive perienced it before in ‘96 and

take that and b it here.

dru% tests,” Johnson said.
“T'here were a lot of great per-

"I'm just hoping to win and
formances there, including

basically that's the extent of it.

Affairs and Sports Agung
Laksono said, reports Xinhua.

Laksono was quoted by the
Media Indonesia today as say-
ing that the decision was made
by cabinet meeting last week.

He said President BJ Habibie
told the meeting that Indonesia
must support Malaysia bidding
for the 2 Asian Games.

Earlier September, Mala-

sian Prime Minister Mahathir

ohammad asked Habibie
during their meeting in the
Kuala Lumpur to reconsider
Indonesia’'s bid for the Asiad
and throw its support behind
Malaysia.

During the meeting. Mah-
athir expressed Malaysia's
desire not to compete against
Indonesia in the bidding, pre-
ferring instead to have
Indonesia support in a show of
ASEAN (Association of Sou-
theast Asian Nations) unity.

Besides Malaysia, Qatar,
Syria, India, Hong Kong and

zbekistan also expre
willingness to host the 2006
Asian Games. The host will be
named during the Olympics
Committee of Asia executive
meeting in October next year.

their .
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