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N the article "The Value of
Democracy”™ published in the

first issue  of Development-

Outreach, a publication of the
World Bank Institute, Nobel
Laureate Amartya Sen argued
that “the Erbenunf:nt develop-
ment of the period [20th cen-
tury] is the rise of democracy.
Indeed. in the distant future
:hen people look back at IElhe
npﬁlﬂn in this century,
would find it difficult, | beueg
not to accept the pre-eminence
of the emergence of democracy
as the most striking develop-
ment of this period.” Professor
Sen is right; democracy did
flourish in different parts of the
globe. But | believe another pre-
eminent development during
this century is the intolerable
erosion of human values that
have not only harmed democ-
racf and civil soctety through
ballot ringng, vote buying,
bribing etc but also adversely
affected the economic develop-
ment world-wide.

Prof. Sen also argued that
“Public debates and discussions
can play a major role in the
formation of values.” If | have
understood correctly, this sug-

ests formation of values
correction of the faulty
system and factors that deter-
mine the values at a given time.
Though values do not remain
absolutely constant and may
undergo certain changes with
the passage of time and ch
of civilization, one tends to be-
lieve that the "“values” by defi-
nition connote conservatism
and do not seem to be too sus-
ceptible to drastic changes with
the change of attitude towards
life and also change of views
under open democratic system.

There is no debate over the
fact that human beings are the
besl creation of God as they are
endowed with certain qualities
that God Himself love. My un-
derstanding is that human val-
ues do emerge from those en-
dowed qualities which stand to
be eternal and hence such fun-
damental values should not suf-
fer any change with the change
of norms under any kind of
democracy around the world.

Heaviest Onslaught on
Moral Values: Moral values a

ared to have suffered the

eaviest onslaught during this
century. The reckless so¢ial be-
haviour and indeed immoral
acts of many are tearing the
families apart and creating
shamelessness in the societies.
The mdst precious thing for any
human being is the chastity
that does not change with the
change of time and unfortu-
nalely chastity has very little
meaning for many in societies
today. Drugs and alcoholism
are also having severe effects on
the families and the societies.
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Human Values and
Economic Disparities: The ne-
cessily to respond to the needs
of one's kins, neighbours, and
fellow citizens and indeed of the
suffering humanity in general
is integrally linked to human
values that should transcend
through centuries. Still 20th
century experienced the glaring
example of fast growing gap
between the rich and the poor.

Individuals apart, many states
continued to amass wealth but
several of them have failed to
respond to the already recom-
t of tiny 0.7 per
cent of their GNPs. In order to
make the first step towards re-
ducing the ever growing eco-
nomic disparities between
states, all developed countries
must make the firm
“commitment to meet the rec-
ommended level® without any
further delay. This should be
taken as the moral responsibil-
ity of these states for the sake of
world peace and security.

So far as the individual de-
veloping countries are con-
cerned, their leaders "must
reaffirm commitmeénts to carry
out their promisgs for good gov-
ernance, equality and growth”
as rightly put ﬁy the World
Bank President.

; Needh for a Hlbl;g;
Outreach Programme"
for Poverty Reduction: In his
latest address to Board of
Governors the President of the
World Bank James Wolfensohn
said, * We meet today on the
threshold of a new millennium.
... Will we begin to judge our ef-
forts not by the prosperity of
the few but by the needs of
many? Will we be prepared to
hold ourselves accountable, to
make the effort necessary to

bring about change?”

e guestions raised by the
World Bank President carry
enormous significance for the
Bank as well as for the world
economy. He stressed on the
“change” which is the need of
the hour. The present trend of
the “prosperity of the few” ig-
no the "needs of many” and
virtually at the cost of many is
indeed polarizing the world
both economically and politi-
cally. The ultimate result is
erf_;f to be disastrous in terms
of world peace and security un-
less all countries together make
moves to bring about the
"“change” in this sort of
apartheid economic situation.

Several of the developed
countries have 'shown com-
mendable interest in aiding the
developing countries. But firm
commitment and concerted ac-
tion all are yet to material-
ize. Undoubtedly, to bring about
neces “change” some new
approach in the development
strategy needs to be undertaken
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Values; Democracy and Development

by Muslehuddin Ahmad

The values which determine the character of individuals,
greatly influence the democratic process on which depe

the shape of the society and indeed of the nation
nds the market economy and the development in

general. Everything is at stake because of the serious erosion of values.
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The World Bank and the IMF holding the “purse” and having “
sure that the funds are well spent” as rightly emphasized by
may make imme

by the World Bank. Traditional
method ol commitment and
disbursement of funds to the
governments has not changed
and is not likely to change the
face of the world economy:. dis-

arities will continue to grow.

t the dynamic President of
the World Bank take the lead in
giving "new hopes' to those

rowned in the sea of economic
hopelessness. He has already
recognized them as "assets”. He
said, “These ple are assets
not objects of charity. can
build their future if given op-
portunity and hope.” His mes-
sage is loud and clear and un-
doubtedly he means business.
Joining his loudest voice with
the weakest one of
Bashiranbibi from South Asia
(apparently she is from
Bi:‘lngliul:li::ﬁ-ﬂﬁr the World Bank

President called on all — “We
must look forward, we must
commit ourselves to bring
about the day when poor of the
world, the aged, the street chil-
dren, the disabled, the rural
workers, the slum dwellers, will
all be able to cry out 'Today I
fear no-one. Tcga}r | fear no-
one'.” Let all others join him to
bring about the change that is
absolutely needed now. Indeed,
here lies the answer. Such a
change will lead the world to-
wards équity, justice, democ-
racy and development.

It is, however, important to
stress that “hope” in words
would not create the real
“opportunity” for the poor.
They need hard fund support —
Micro Credit — that will help
them to build small economic
enterprises - something that
will bring “rice’ home for cook-
ing. the children will no longer
“fall asleep from hunger” —

something that will make them .

sure about their “tomorrow™ —
something that will make them
cry out — “Today I fear no one"
— very forceful conclusion of
President Wolfensohn's address
clearly signifying the future
with development and democ-
racy. The world will anxiously
look forward to fruitful imple-
mentation of his noble ideas.
While the World Bank
President may start working on
his strategy which will obvi-

economic

ously take its time. he may con-
sider taking the first step by in-
troducing a massive “Outreach
mme” that would extend
credits to only small and
medium entrepreneurs throu
some new mechanism. While
the Bank may continue to work
through the governments, it

" may. under this Programme,

strengthen its Missions in var-
ious developing countries by
adding a "Poverty Reduction
Wing"™ which may directly work
in partnership with various or-
ganizations including private
ones engaged in rty reduc-
lion activities. € programime
outside the governments may be
monitored by the local
Advisory Committees that the
Bank may appoint, if neces-
sary. in consultation with the
respective governments. The
past experience shows that
strong monitoring will be
needed for the sake of trans-
parency and accountability. If
the size of the programme is
large enough, this will, over a
riod, s en the economic
ase that may lead to “povert
reduction and sustainable
rowth”. This will also mean
roader participation in the
development . process, which
will ensure social justice,
Unless the base is strong eco-
nomic growth cannot be sus-

tained. A hole in the bottom .

may mnm;:ie to empty out any
ns.

Tons of money injected into
macro enterprises on the phi-
losophy of delivery from the top
by way of creating jobs does not
seem 1o have made any major
dent in many developin
economies around the world,
Labour continue to remain
labour through generations

with few turning into en-
trepreneurs. The rich continue
to become richer and the Froor.
poorer. This is against all val-
ues and indeed aifront to social
justice and undoubtedly nst
the democratic ideals. It's time

" to introduce some new ap-

proaches to the market econ-
omy. After all, the small en-
trepreneurs form a big sector of
the market but they are ignored.
as they cannot compete in the
market with the macro enter-
prises because of the absence of

So-called smart weapons are enabling powerful nations to make war without incurring casualties to
themselves — a historic development of the nineties that is almost unnoticed. It is one of many uncom-

fortable facts that governm

T some point in their careers,
politiclans seen as radical
demons come to be regarded

as [lllamaﬂym treasures.
it ns when they are
elderly and no longer felt to be an
embarrassment or a threat to

ment.

In Britain, two such demons are
the left-wingers Barbara Castle and
Tony Benn, both once in Harold
Wilson's Labour rnment in the
1960s and 70s. Today they are

no threat to Tony Blair's
mm overnment, but they
still are an em ent.

Castle, now 88, and Benn, a spry
74. Just never let up. They keep
making pertinent points that the
E:vernrq:nt would prefer to see

Thus Benn wrote a letter té the
London Times Palnlingmit that while
desperate elforts with limited
resources were being made to diﬁuul
survivors from the Turkish
earthquake the Americans and
British and aircraft, warships and
more than 23,000 troops in the
Middle East fighting Iraq.

Britain, he said, was spending a
million pounds a week on these
operations — more than the total
sum announced (o help the Turkish
victims. :

And for good measure he pointed
out that the believed death toll in

hﬂu[ %ﬂ‘ﬁ[] was fewer than the
number o ren each
in Iraq as a result ufwsanctiﬂns, a

Barbara Castle, meantime, was
on lelevision castigating Western
governments for their concentration

ents prefer not to be debated. Gemini News Service reports on the importance
of veteran politicians who insist on speaking out.

" Derek Ingram writes from London

on the Balkans while th d little
attention to the un:-'.peakg{: e horrors
of Angola. :

Both Benn and Castle have

rea&cctablc credentials. In the 1950s
both were leaders in the Movement

for Colonial Freedom, which
campaigned for the liberation of
leaders in Africa and mounted huge
rallies in London’'s Trafalgar Square
and around the country.

That said, like just about every
politician. neither has a history free
of political contortions. Benn,
campaigner for unilateral
disarmament by Britain, served in a
cabinet that held a nuclear armoury.

Castle did an about-turn as
Minister of Employmenit and tried to
cut the power of the trade unions,
years before Margaret Thatcher
actually did it. She had to withdraw
when Wilson cabinet weakened.

But now. in 1999, what Benn and
Castle are saying still points to a
reality: namely, that in this last year
ol the 20th century, ptions of
the world remain as sm:d as ever
in favour of the industrialised
countries.

For example. the atrocities and
loss ol life in Sierra Leone were worse
than those happening
simultaneously in Kosovo. Yet for
months they were almost unreported.
in Britain, when one or two white
hoslages were taken it suddenly
became a big story. The fact that large
numbers ck hostages had also
been held, in much more ap
conditions, passed unnoticed.

2-8 SeNVd Wil

And how much debale is taking
place on a frightening facl of 1999:
that the Western world has quiety
developed, first in the Gulf War and
now in Yugoslavia, a method of
making war without incurring
casualties? -

The answer is that the Western
media isnot discussing a historic
development in the history of

- warfare: the coming of age of what

have been named smart weapons —
an obscene term if ever there was

one. Not a single NATO (North -

Atlantic Treaty Organisation)
casualty wgrs caused in 78 days[ of
attacks on avia, and very lew
in the Gulf. ol i
Although civilian casualties in
Yugoslavia seem to have been light,
the material destruction was huge.,
In the six-week Gulf War of 1991 no-
one knows how many Iragis died, but
estimates put the figures at 100,000
troop casualties and 100,000-
200, civilians. Since then half a
million children are believed to have
died of starvation in Iraq. _
Kuwait and Kosovo were
liberated, but presidents Saddam
Hussein and Milosovic live.
Neither problems is solved. Lord
Carrington. Secretary-General of
NATO, the main Western military
alliance, in 1984-8 and once Britain's
foreign and Commonwealth
Secretary, has concluded that the

humhlr‘tﬁun’ via prompted the
Serb ethnic cleansing against the
Albanian population in Kosovo,

NATO vehemently denied that

THIS IS BORING
WITH HATS

was Lhe case and the powerful
Western media went along with that.

In analysing the tragedies in
Alrica today it is comfortably
forgotten that many are the direct
result of the Cold War when the
Soviets and the Americans ruthlessly
used countries like Angola,

* Mozambique, Somalia and Zaire ([now

Congo-Kinshasa) as surrogale
battlegrounds. .

Angola Is a disaster area because
in the 1970s the Americans and
white South Africans backed to the
hilt'the rebel Jonas Savimbi and his
UNITA movement against the
EgiUmate government of Agostinho

eto.

Today, after more than 30 years
of civil war, nearly a million dead and
millions more homeless, the UN has
declared Angola to be “the worst place
in the world Lo be a child". nse
lo appeals for funds to alleviate
starvation are getling little response
because for rich countries, as one
correspondent there put it, the
disaster is "too complicated, too long-
running and too far away.”

Despite the Ottawa treaty
banning anti-personnel mines,
signed by 135 countries, but not
the US, China, Russia or India, bo

sides in la are. more mines
than ever e Kosovo is littered with
mines left by the Serbs and Kosovo

Liberation Army as well as
unexploded cluster bombs (not
covered by the treaty) dropped by
NATO, ;

The author is the founder
and former editor of Gemini
News Service.

. by Jim Davis

A RARE
MOMENT
OF LUCIPITY

the collateral and lack of polit-
ical su
; ty to Work is Poor
Hl.'nh : 's Collateral: Indeed, the
abilit
could be taken as collateral for
advan credits to these -
ple. They should be I.mala:lwu
cause they will not bu
Mercedes 500 with I:m:::'rn::«w_-tir
money nor will they transfer
funds to fi banks and then
t declared as bank defaulters.
any of these defaulters take
money with the firm intention
of not returning the same. But
these small rrowers still
stick to their values and feel
duty bound to repay as other-
wise, they rightly think, they
will be accountable not only to
the lender but also in the here-
%ﬂerk. Thcrefurf_:éd the World
ank’'s poverty uction pro-
gram wiﬂo undoubtedly be suc-

" cessful in terms of loan recov-
e [qranmeﬂ Bank and other -

N recovery rate from
90 to 98% despite high interest

rate charged) and most impor-
tantly in bringing - about
changes in the economic base of
a country,

Democracy and Market
Economy in Global Context:
Democracy and market econ-
omy — “two wheels of a cart" as
Bul by Korean President.Kim

m:-jun%' — should not be tied
down to only individual
economies but seen in the
context of world economy. For
example,these two wheels did
not move together as demo-
cratic governments, because of
narrow domestic political rea-
sons, acted against the princi-
ples of market economy and put
trade restrictions on the gar-
ment exPorts of the poor and
indeed ol the poorest countries.
WTO can probably give more
exam and evidence.

It is easy to talk about the

tlo work and manage .

- ing the rule day by

a fiduciary and moral responsibility to make
World Bank Senior Vice President Joseph Stiglitz,
diate moves with a view to reversing the present devastating trend.

lack or even absence of democ-
racy in a country or a society
but democracy in the world in-
stitution is hardly discernible.
A walk through UN system
will reveal the absence of
democracy in the UN Security
Council. A country having veto
power — something totally anti-
democratic — still the
views of the rest of the world
even 50 fy:ars after the World
War II. If the Security Council,
by necessity as a Wat

Body, has to be more power-
ful than the parent — the
UN General -Assembly — then
the answer lies in expandin
UNSC to 1/3rd or at least lf4tﬁ
size of ®he parent body with
members rotating alphabeti-
cally, however, permanent

- members remaining permanent

but without veto power. Absence

of veto in the UNSC will ensure
Justice internationally.

Does Democracy Lead to
Good Governance? The World
Bank President well empha-
sized the consensus of the ul
Conference on the ‘integral role
Good Governance plays in the
development process’. But is
democracy the pre-requisite for
a "Good ce"? Even in a
democracy only one or some

and often they govern as
ictators ignoring practically
everything presented by the op-
position -and thus make a
mockery of the parliamentary
democracy in the name of ma-
jority rule. In some countries
democracy led to unstable gov-
ernance resulting in chaotic
economic situations. Some
would say these are exceptions
but these exceptions are becom-

"South Asia is said to be in cri-
sis In governance™ and with
more than five decades of
democracy. India.has ranked
42nd and with some democracy
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ITHIN hours of the an-
nouncement that the
. vast majnr;léy of East
Timorese had voted for inde-
pendence from Indonesia, mili-
tias trained and supported by
elements of the Indonesian
armed forces turned the tin]y
island into a tropical hell.
Concerted attacks on churches
and other places ol refuge killed
scores and terrified anyone
favoured breaking away from
Indonesia. An estimated
200,000 East Timorese out of a
R-opulatlun of 850,000 either
ed or were forced out from
their homes. Gangs em and
looted the capital, Dili, where
columns of smoke choked
skies. The rempage drove n
all foreign journalists [rom the
territu‘;y and within a week, the
United Nations Assistance
Mission in East Timor, which
organised the August 30 refer-
endum, had dwindled to a skele-
ton crew of 84 staff,

According to later reports,
the death toll certainly reached
into the hundreds. perhaps the
thousands. East Timor became
a blasted land, emptied of as
much as a quarter of its popula-
tion, and scarred by a night-
mare that refused to end.

There was compelling evi-
dence — from Indonesian and
UN sources, militia leaders and
human rights workers —, that
the military or elments within
it had been planning the chaos
in East Timor for some time.
They key controller of the
chaos had been the elite ial
Forces, or Kopassus, which had
been a key player in covert and
psychological operations in
East Timor and elsewhere.
Diplomatic and military
sources said the pro-Jakarta
militias had been med to
carry on th fight, backd with
army-provided arms and am-
munition.

From the day Indonesian
President Habibie proposed a
referendum, military sources
said, the armed forces set about
organizing the militias in each
of East Timor's 13 districts. But
what started as an apparent
covert. operation to intimidate
voters had gone badly wrong,
and the Iimplications for
Indonesia now appear dire.

For much of a week, world
powers mulled, fretted and de-
manded that Indonesia stop the
violence. the government in
Jakarta promised (o restore or-
der, but the atrocities contin-
ued. The international commu-
nity was outraged. but also
paralysed for days. while re-
ports of atrocities multiplied.

Outraged over the violnce, UN
Secretary-General Annan and
Western governments gave the
Indonesians and ultimatum:
Maintain peace and order or we
will do it for yu with the intro-
duction of foreign Iaenoekeq:r.n
Australian warships with 500
troops abroad were positioned
in the Timor Sea.

The United States, in partic-
ular, was ini hesitant to
acticht with the whole !::;-id
wa a su to
do noﬁnng. don't know the
head of a state of a_mtlc
country who, when ted
with news, editorials., TV

When.asked if there was a Clinton Doctrine,
3 ﬁeg ethnic or religions conflict, ¥o stop

who -

to govern democratic

day. .

——
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and more military rule
“noarly decarie 0t demra
n -
Bangladesh at 54th place. 1%;3
was revealed in a joint report
on countries' governance by
Mahbub-ul-Hu Human
Development Centre and UNDP.
The crisis on governance
would be less evident if democ-
racy is practiced as it should be.
There must be political will as
well as the strong commitment
and
that must be with luleﬁ'uaynm to
opposition views, respect to the
\rlcwst of the civil societies, total
ransparency, accountabilit
etc. wouil again ng
the values the political leaders -
attach to their governance

work.

Corruption Stands against
All Values: Corruption stands
totally against all values and is
rampant in many democratic
societies. Corruption destroys
:mnﬁll bumﬁﬁ ethics, results
n flallure of the banking sys-
tem, misdirects mveatmmt:};n
the stock market, derails the
market economy and indeed
greatly hinders the develop-
ment process. The fall of Soviet
Union led to the establishment
of some form of democracy in
Russia. But the Russian people

are parlg the price for the half
o0 cy. “Billions of

dollar, much of it reportedly
gw:n by the IMF and the World
ank were plundered the

corrupt businessmen and offi-
cials and also some politicians
in collaboration with a bank in
New York, a city situated in a
country where highest form ol
democracy prevails. President
Bill Clinton said thal corrup-
ton could “eat the heart out of
Russian mclﬂ%.“ He is right but
one ‘vonders why he did not say
anything aboul the bank con-
cerned in his own city, which
fﬁmﬂﬂ.\' did not care about
¢ bhusiness ethics let alone
values. :
Need for Intermational
Discipline Based on Values: In
my opinion, the values which
determine the character of in-
dividuals. the shape of the soci-
ety and indeed of the nation
greatly influence the demo-
cratic process on which d
the market economy the
development in general.
Everything is at stake because
of the serious erosion of values.

e rE— = E T e

A Test for Clinton Doctrine?

by ASM Nurunnabi

N

_ Fresh from the success of the NATO air war over Kosovo, Clinton saw an opportunity to shape his legacy.
said, !'if the world community has the power, whenever there is
it, we'ought to stop genocide and ethnic cleansing. '~

Long march to freedom

16th century:
Portuguese colonise East Timor,
Dutch colonise West

World War |l;

East Timor
independence leader
Xanana Gusmao

cover

e. can say "l don't care,"
said

ernard Miyet, head of
cekeeping operations for the
nited Nations. It was hoped
that the threat of force — to-
gether with sanctions — could
pressure Indonesia to invite
peacekeepers to the territory.
Just before departng for an
Asian economic summit in New
Zealand, US President Bill
Clinton took the mostly sym-
bolic step of cutting military re-

- Jations with Indonesia. He also

indicated that economic aid
would not be restored if Jakarta
did not invite outside help to
restore order. The Internati-
onal Moneta Fund had
earlier cancelled plan to send
an economic-review tea.mftn ttrllu:'
country — a requisite lor the
next uh-.ymt:hc ];rfeaid

These were some signs that
the West, particularly
Australia, was reaching the end
of its tether. None of these
seemed to matte directly to
most East Timorese, who have
had a 'new era of suffering
headped u them at what was

supposed to be their moment of -

triumph. In the wake of the vio-
lence, ﬂﬁm from, the territo-
ry's top independence .
tion Gusmao's  Falintil re-
mained in the hills, afraid to be
drawn into what they believed
would be a massive crackdown.
The group's civilian leadership
went into hi . Gusmao was
released [rom
on September 7, but he did not

1.||llml|

it
I

son in Jakarta -

ﬂru-.rince of Indonesia’s feared
opasus special forces — the
most powerful presence in East
Timor — and several obsevers
reparied suspected intelligence
operalives among the militias.
Neither of those factions were

ted to accpt defeat well.
F’ﬁ:; have lived all their life
under the shadow of revenge,”

one high-ranking general said
of the militias. are afraid
this is the end.”

The casual brutality with
which they chose to meet that
end lit a fire under the intema-
tional community. Australia
took the lead both in arguing
and preparing for a UN-spon-
sored intervention force, plac-
ing troops in and around
Darwin on full alert and
readying transport ships with
equipment and fast armoured
vehicles. Britain, France and
New Zealand all dispatched
Eprmhipu m:-hﬂfjrma;s %t

to con

to a proposed 6,000-member
force, with support from Asian
countries like Thailand, the
Philippines. and Malaysia.
After Lﬁe raid on UN compound,
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
became and wamed that
if Indonesian leaders did not
end the violence, they could be
held responsible for crimes
against hunérctllllt i, Evﬁ:n.

ashington, w earlier
backed away from direct inter-
vention, turmed up the rhetoric.
"The Indonesian government
and military must reverse the
course, and allow an interna-
tional force to make possible
the restoration of %
President Bill Clinton

Later, the mu:.-. “:l‘g mﬂ ts,
particularly on
clai martial law, which
was rejected by

President Habibie and later

agreed to on the insistence of

" into a frenzy

Prol. Sen used an in
term States™ to
identify some states (according

to . SEN = democratic
South Korea, Sﬂ?mme .
reform China) mg:lg
about “the Lee ", the
Ftnnt of view of Kuan Yew,
ormer President of Singapore
on comparative economic
growth. Here also one may sug-
gesl application and, il neces-
sary. imposition of some form '
of international discipline
based on well-recognized
‘values™ (Transparency
International may help work
out) on the governments to
make democracy and market
work better with total trans-
parency and accountability
that may lead to sustainable
economic growth. The World
Bank and the IMF holding the
“purse” and " a fiduciary
and moral responsibility to
make sure that the funds are
well spent” as rightly empha-
sized World Bank Senior
Vice President Joseph Stiglitz,
ﬁ?ﬁ make immediate I_:Enum
a view (o rever t
senl devastating lr;ag pre
States Not Following
to be Penalized: The
States not following the disci-
pline should be barred from re-
funds from world insti-
tutions. The World Bank
President and the ‘Managin
hDil"mmr of the Int:mnt.inm&
one Fund should t
rcpormaud on the mms::-
ments of their own institutions
and also of the bodies like
Transparency International
and er civil bodies on each
of the States receiving funds to
the annual meetings of the
World Bank and the IMF stating
compliance status of these
States of the international dis-
cipline and particularly the
level of corruption. Unless this
is done the t devastating
trend y alffecting the eco-
nomic development will not be
reversed. However, the
“Outreach Programme” that de-
livers funds to the needy small
and medium enterprises should
continue and indeed be
strengthened and cxpanded.
Such a delivery system will di-
rectly help I:tllh:: needy and de-
serving c as envisaged In
the Wm'id Bank President’'s ad-
dress and. in my view, this
makes economic sense.

Humanitarian Catastrophe in East Timor
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General Wiranto. bore clear in-
dication t(hat it was the
Indonesian military where de-
cisions were made. In this
context, General Wiranto,
leader of Indonesia’'s armed
forces, later told a high-level
UN Security Council delegation
that the accelerated deployment
of peacekeeping troops was now
an option.

In later developments,
Indonesia caved in to global
pressure and said it would ac-
cept an international peace-

force to restore arder in
violence-wrecked East Timor.
Thereafier, the UN Security
Council authorised a multina-
tional force to restore order in
East Timor. In a unanimous
vote, the Council ndorsed "all
necessary measures” to halt the
killing and destruction in the
former Portuguese colony by
pro-Jakarta and anti-indepen-
dence militias. US President
Bill Clinton, speaking in New
Zelaland, urged Indonesia to
stop the East Timor kilins now.
He said, "What | would like
them to do, now that they have
asked the United Nationhs to
come in, is nlmpPr to stop the
most egregious lorms ol vio-
lence and let the non-govern-
ment organizations in to pro-
vide humanitarian relief right

now."”

Troops for the multina-
tional force have been offered
by Thailand, Singapore,
Mvala sia, the Philippines, Fiji,
South Korea, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, as well as Britain,
Canada, France, Argentina, and
New Zealand, a"ﬁ';’;g ]géhm;m
President Clinton pledged a
limited presence of hundreds of
troops mostly to handle air-
lifts, transport, logistics, com-
munications and intelligence.

One major concern in East
Timor is starvation. The UN
Food and ulture Organiz-
ation (FAO) has said more than
200,000 people may starve,

When an overwhelming ma-
jority of East Timorese voted on
Aug 30 for in ence. the

ro-Indonesian militias,

Eacked by Army units, went

of murder, forced

expulsions, looting and may-
hem. Nobody would mista

East Timor for a major strate-

gic asset, and nobody can argue
a

" that the vital interests of

major power are threatened.
But the question is: does that
make the nameless people there
any less important, say, than
those in Kosovo? That was the
question facing world leaders at
present. It was only a few
months hmlthat Cllni_un was
talking a t a new foreign-
{:ollcy paradigm. Fresh from
he success of NATO air war
over Kosovo, Clinton saw an -

unity to s his legacy.

asked if there was a
Clinton Doctrine, he said, "if
the world community has the
power, whenever there is ethnic

or conflict, to stop it,
mm stop genocide and
ethnic deannln&n'he did not
limit interven to places
where American interests were
al stake.

Now has come East Timor tg
test the Clinton Doctrine.



