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Defamatin_g_

Planned law to
sue media
people dropped

Star Report

The government has finally
abandoned the idea of having a
new law empowering Public
Prosecutors to sue mecﬁa
writing and publishing ‘defa-
matory’ articles on the VIPs.

le

While signing the minutes of

the Cabinet meeting concerned
recently, the PM 'withdrew’ the
itern from the agenda under
which the issue was discussed at

the Cabinet in the first week of

September, sources told the
Da!ll% Star.

e Home Ministry proposed
to the government a few weeks
ago for providing Public
Prosecutors (PPs] with legal au-
thority to sue media people for
writing as well as publishing
‘defamalory’ articles on the
President, the Prime Minister,
Ministers and other state VIPs
including top civil servants.
The ministry to this end sought

See Page 11 Col 6

PM's directive to
unearth corruption

in Muktijoddha
Kalyan Trust units

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
authorities concerned to un-
earth corruption and irregular-
ities in various enterprises un-
der Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Kalyan Trust, reports BSS,

e Prime Minister's direc-
tive came at the 61st meeting of
ah: Board of Trustees at her of-

ce.

The Prime Minister presided
over the meeting,

Sheikh Hasina, who is also
chairman of the Board of
Trustee, asked the authorities
concerned to submit a report on
irregularities and corruption in
various units of the trust in the
next board meeting,

She further directed to allo-
cate nec fund in the sup-
plementary budget of the cur-
rent fi for implementation

_of her government's decision to
enhance the monthly al-
lowance of the injured freedom

barsOf the oo l}-rfil'm A0 P L R -

cerlt 1o 60 per cent.

Sheikh Hasina asked the au-
thorities concerned to set up a
modern hospital for the [ree-
dom fighters at Mirpur and also
complete the construction work
of "Muktijoddha Palli" there.

The meeting approved, for
the first time, service rules of
the officers and employees of
the Kalyan Trust and its units.

The of Trustees agreed
in principle to utilise unused
land under different units of the
trust for commercial utilisa-
tion to enhance the income of
the organisation.

CEC to consider
Siddiqui’s
request for

gamchha

By Staff Correspondent

Chief Election Commi-
ssioner Mohammad Abu Hena
yesterday assured Kader
Siddiqui, Bir Uttam that the
Commission would actively
consider his request to allocate
him Gamchha as his election
symbol in the up-coming par-
liamentary by-elections in
7 & |1 — 8 constituency.

der Siddiqui. who applied
for Gamchha ( thin towels that
are popular in rural areas and
usually produced by handloom
factories) a few days ago, called
on the CEC mt:rtg,r.

Abu Hena assured Kader
Siddiqui that he would consider
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Bangladesh may get
8 Chinese fighters

Bangladesh is expected to
acquire eight Chinese F-7 MB
fighter aircraft shortly, highly
placed sources said.

The Air Force is already us-
in%]sev:ral suchr supersonic
fighters that serve both attack
and defence purposes, but in-
tended to acquire more of the
multi-role fighters for which
the government gave a policy
approval in October 1997.

The F-7 MBs are specially
designed for Bangladesh with
the last initial B standing for
Bangladesh, the sources said.

At that time, recognising the
Air Force's need for augmenting
its depleting fleet capacity by
two more squadrons from its
previous strength of five, the
government decided to go ahead
with the procurement of eight
Russian MIG-29s and eight

By M Anwarul Haq

Chinese F-7 MB fighters.

Meanwhile, as the process of
nirchase through the office of

irector General, Defence
Purchase (DGDP) was going on,
the Russian government otfered
an inter-government deal at a
“cheaper price and on conve-
nient financial terms” for the
MIG- 29s.

The government then de-
cided to go ahead with the inter-
governmental deal first,.
However, the purchase of
Chinesé F-7 MBs were deferred
for two years “for financial rea-
S0ns".

Dhaka subsequently negoti-
ated a state-to-state deal with
Moscow to procure eight MIG-
29s at a cost of 124 million US
dollars inclusive of aircraft
hardware, primary armaments
and ammunition, training,

transportation and technical
Services,

The agreement on purchase
of MIG-29s was on easy finan-
cial terms since payments are
spread over a nine-year period,
sources said. The first payment
of 10 per cent was made in last
June, the second, 20 per cent, in
September while the remaining
70 per cent would be paid in
seven financial years beginning
from fiscal 2001.

However, sources said the
Chinese government is offering

to supply eight F-7 MBs on a
"deferred payment basis" con-
sidering the “friendly ties” be-

tween the two countries.
Meanwhile, 10 pilots, 10 en-
Eineers and 60 technicians of
angladesh Air Force left for
Russia last month for a three-

See Page 11 Col 8
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UCBL: Sratus

quo 1o
continue

By Staff Correspondent

The High Court yesterday ex-
tended its stay on a district
court order that put on hold a
district court judgement re-
straining Zafar Ahmed Chowd-
hury and four others from con-
tinuing as UCBL chairman and
directors.

In a fresh order yesterday
the court also said that the sta-
tus quo granted earlier will also
continue for two more weeks
from the day of the opening of
the High Court on October 22.

On September 19, 1999 Ak-
theruzzaman Chowdhury Babu
filed a revision petition with
the High Court against an order
of the District and Sessions
Judge that had stayed an ad-in-
terim injunction passed by a
sub-ordinate court -- The
Fourth Assistant judge -- on
September 16, 1999,

The Fourth Assistant judge
had passed the order after Babu
and four others pleaded for an

See Page 12 Col 5
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Monsanto abandons
its 'terminator

technology'

By Reaz Ahmad

World's leading biotechnol-
ogy multinational Monsanto
Corporation, USA, yesterday
announced stoppage of pursuing
the infamous ‘terminator tech-
nology* after years of noisy op-
position from pro-environment
activists throughout the world.

According to a BBC radio
bulletin last night, a Monsanto
spokeswoman declared that the
company would not pursue the
terminator technology showing
respect to the concerns ex-
pressed by farmers and envi-
ronmental groups worldwide.

Monsanto along with four
other top multinationals ac-
count for 23 per cent of the
commercial seed market and
100 per cent of GM seed market
worldwide. Monsanto’'s busi-
ness volume was worth 1,800
million US doHars in 1998.

‘Terminator technology’ is

seen by pro-environment
groups as 20th century’'s great-
est evil for systematic extinc-
tion of resource-poor third-
world countries’ rights to pre-
serve and grow their respective
homegrown seeds.

The BBC radio said that this
technology sterilizes seeds’ ca-
acity to grow naturally and
orces farmers, that otherwise
save their own seeds for next
season, to depend wholly on
multinationals.

[t has been learnt from in-
ternational sources that many
terminator seeds were in the
Fipellne of being patented. If al-
owed to be marketed these
seeds would force farmers to use
multinationals' prescribed pes-
ticides and herbicides unless
they want to see their crops to
be mutilated.

See Page 11 Col 8
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Bangladesh fare fairly:
Enamul bags 5 wkts

By Sports Reporter

A Tfreakish delivery from
Brian Lara partly spoiled what
could have been a successful
second day yesterday, marked
by a fantastic five-wicket haul
by Enamul Hoque, for Bangla-
desh in the Dutch-Bangla three-
day match against the visiting
West Indies at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium.

Bangladesh were comfort-
ably placed at 59 for two in
their second innings after bowl-
ing out the powerful West Indies
for 249 when an odd ball from
Lara struck Naimur Rahman'’s
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Bangladesh vs Wes! Indies Cricket Match

The Bangladesh-West Indies
match resumes at 10 am today

off-stump, which left the home-
side with their works cut out for
saving the match.

Naimur was taken by sur-
prise as the fifth delivery from
the West Indies captain kept
very low and ratiled the stump
after taking a couple of bounces.
The sad dismissal of Naimur
left Bangladesh with a lead of
only 30 runs and seven wickets
in hand.

Aminul was batting on 22 at
the other end when stumnps were
drawn for the day after
Naimur's dismissal.

Bangladesh’'s cause was not
helped by the news that opener
Mehrab Hossain, who sustained
a shoulder in{ur_',r while field-
ing, is unlikely to bat in the
second innings.

Apart from the last-minute
disappointment, the Bangla-
desh bowlers performed
laudably to restrict Lara's men
to a lead of only 20 runs. They
were dismissed for 249.

See Page 11 Col 7
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‘Beating the best: Brian Lara's leg stump is sent flying by medium-pacer Monjurul Islam yesterday.
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PM tells NDI team

I always welcome talks
with Opposition

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina y:sterds{:jy said she al-
ways welcomes discussion with
the opposition political parties
on any issue, reports UNB.

"We have had a long struggle
for establishing democracy and
voting rights of the people ...
also as the ruling party we are
now striving hard to consoli-
date democracy in the country.”
she said this while talking to a
delegation of the US-based
National Democratic Institute
{(NDI).

The NDI delegation led by
Bruce Chamberlain called on
Prime Minister at her office in
the morning and discussed
various issues relating to the
flourishing of democracy.

Chamberlain. President of
the Legislative Council of
Victoria, Australia, said they

ar? meeting with various politi-
- 5 LI L e AL ESE
ﬁc elabarated thé activities

of the Institution related with
the Parliaments and political
parties, and their efforts to fos-
ler democracy in different
countries.

"Our aim and interest are

also to motivate political par-
ties to consolidate democracy
for which healthy discussion is
essential,” Chamberlain said.

Reciprocating. the Prime
Minister said she always wel-
comes discussion across the
table with opposition parties on
any issue,

She said that after long 21
years her government has made
the Parliament effective and es-
tablished the voting rights of
the people.

ince 1975 Eeuple had no
voting rights and elections were
massively rigged, Hasina al-
leged saying that there was poli-
tics of coup and counter coup in
the country and the military
dictators ruled the country
coverlly or overtly for last 21
years.

She said both BNP and
Jatiya Party were founded by
military dictators, They have

1o faith in people, so the voting -

rights were never given to the
people during the military rule.
"Through a long movement we
have established voting rights
of the people and made the

See page 11 Col 2

Indians dominate but
Darsha dazzles

KATHMANDU, Oct 5: India
dominated the 8th South Asian
Federation (SAF)} Games, but
Sri Lanka provided the indi-
vidual star with sprint queen
Damayanthi Darsha takin
three gold medals all in recor
time, reports AFP.

Hosts Nepal were second in
the overall medal tally, with 31
golds compared to India's 102,
while also winning praise for
the facilities and organisation
of the 10-day event, which
ended here Monday.

Darsha. the golden girl of the
Asian Games last December,
more than made up for the void
caused by the absence of a num-
ber of top sprinters here, among
them her fellow countrywoman
Susanthika Jayasinghe.

She set SAF Games records
in the 100m, 200m and 400m,
confirming the growing stature
of Sri Lankan sprinters.

Pushing Darsha for headline
status were the Indian trio of
Sunita Rani, Jaspal Rana and
Nisha Millet.
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: : First Class All the Way

While Darsha was the sprint
queen, Rani was in charge of the
longer distances with record-
shattering back-to-back per-
formances in the women's
10,000m and 1500m.

In the 10,000m. she clocked
34min 38.72sec o break the
previous Games record by more
than a minute. A few hours
later she was back on the track
to take the 1500m in 4:14.23,
tgp;l:_ling more than five seconds
off the previous mark.

Rana was equally dominant
in shooting events where he
hal.ﬁged 10 gold medals, and
Millet reigned in the swimmi
pool, hEi"bIL unchallenged in the
women's freestyle and back-
stroke events.

For Nepal, in addition to the
performances of its athletes,
one of the main benefits of the
Games was the improvement to
infrastructure.

The country now boasts
sports facilities capable of host-
ing major international events.

See Page 11 Col 8
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Train crash kills 26
in London

LONDON. Oct 5: Twenty-six
people were killed and 160
injured, at least 20 seriously,
when two high-speed trains
collided today near London's
Paddington station during the
morning rush hour, transport
police said, reports AFP.

One train derailed and car-
riages caught fire after the
crash shortly after 8:00 am
local time.

Police said the death toll
could rise. Up to 100 people are
probably trapped in the wreck-
age. more than four hours after
the crash, they said.

The injured were being fer-
ried to six London hospitals in
a fleet of ambulances, while
others were being treated at the
scene. A nearby supermarket
was being used as a makeshift
first-aid centre.

A packed commuter train
heading into Paddington col-
lided with a train that had just
left the station. The cause of the
crash is not yet known.

Deputy Prime Minister John
Prescolt, who is also minister
for transport, was at the scene.
He said tﬁgre would be a public

inquiry. "

Prime Minister Tony Blair
described the incident as a
"truly dreadful tragedy”.

The London fire service
launched its major incident

KARACHI. Oct 5: The
Pakistani government plans to
sirictly monitor activities af
religious colleges following last
week's bloody sectarian
violence which left around 30
people dead. officials said

today

“We will be strict with those
madrassahs which are involved
in brainwashing and brandin%
rivals as infidels.” the chiefl o
police in southern Sindh

i|:t1"|::u'.*in-tf:. Rana Magbool told

AFP.

"Every bearded man is not a
troublemaker and every
madrassah is not a breeding

round for Islamic extremists,
ut the real trouble-mongers
will be dealt with strictly,” he
said. £ &

The authorities would check
the funding and syllabuses of
religious schools and take
action against those involved
in militancy, he said

Sources here say more than

in Karachi alone and some 200
of them will be investigated for
allegedly advocating militancy.
Officials said provocative
speeches would be banned, sec-
tarian literature would be
screened and “poisonous” graf-
fiti prohibited to curb violence.
A wave of sectarian attacks
hit Pakistan this month.
Twenty people have been
killed in Karachi alone since
Friday's storming of a Shiite
mosqgue in Karachi by masked
men that left 10 people dead.
Others were gunned down in
central Punjab and North West
Frontier Province by unknown
imotorbike riders.
Analysts said the upsurge in
sectarian violence triggered
concern among security offi-
cials in addition to criticism b
olitical leaders and severa
unni and Shiite scholars that
the government had failed to

protect people. .
Religious schools are largely

Jun by two groups of Jamiat

' ll .200 madrassahs are operating

Pak gout to strictly mon itor
activities of madrassahs

Ulema Islam (JUI) headed by
Maulana Fazal-ur Rehman and
Maulana Sami-ul Haq.

But other Sunni and Shiite
qupﬁ also have set up centres
or imparting religious knowl-
edge.

Muslim militants groups
Lashkar-i-Tayyaba and
Harkat-ul Mujahideen, whose
guerillas have been fighting In-
dian forces in Kashmir, also
run their madrassahs here and
in other parts of the country.

According to one estimate,
some 8,000 to 10,000 such Is-
lamic colleges functioning in
the country have links with
Afghanistan’'s Taliban Islamic
militia and other international
Islamic organisations.

They are accused of
recruiting Pakistani youths for
Jehad (holy war) in Kasiimir or

fighting alongside the Taliban
in Afghanistan.

However, Islamic party
leaders deny involvement in

See Page 12 Col 8

Ershad Shikdar to be
remanded today

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 5: Nolorious
terrorist Ershad Shikdar is set
to be taken on a 14-day police
remand at Khulna tomorrow,

A strong contingent of BDR,
police and APSN personnel will
escort Shikdar from Jessore
Central Jail to Khulna District
Jail.

A source in the Khulna
Metropolitan Police (KMP) said
police officers selected for
questioning Ershad Shikdar
will only be allowed to meet
him during the remand.

The KMP is maintaining
strict secrecy about the place
where the three-member special
team formed by the Home
Minister and 25-member team
selected by the IGP will ques-
tion him.

From Khulna jail he will be
taken to the Additional District
& Sessions Judge’'s Court in
connection with Panna Murder
Case and Zainal Murder Case,

Shikdar is facing as princi-
pal accused 13 murder cases

! recorded so far with different

o ere ]

thanas in the city. He will be in-
terrogated not only for killings,
but also for huge amount of
arms and ammunition which
are yet to be recovered from him
and his accomplices.
Meanwhile, the three-mem-
ber special team headed by-
Director of NSI and the 20 po-
lice officers selected hi.' IGP
from Rajbari, Gopalganj,
Mymensingh, Rangamati,

See Page 11 Col 8

procedure and a spokeswoman
sald 74 firefighters were at the
scene.

Firelighters said the blaze
was qluickly brought under
control.

Hospitals were put on alert
and extra staff called in.

The collision took place
near Ladbroke Grove, around
two miles outside Paddington,
which serves trains from the
southwest of England. The route
is used heavily by commuters
travelling into London.

The station has been closed,
causing chaos for London's
coinmuters.

A BBC journalist who was on
one of the tains said: "There was
an almighty bang and it felt
like the train was lifting into
the air.”
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Dialogue can only

discuss one-pt
demand, Khaleda

tells Holzman

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday said her party
was willing to have a dialogue
with the government only to
work out its resignation.

She said this when US
Ambassador John C. Holzman
called on her at her official
residence in the evening.

Talking to newsmen after
the one-hour talks, Holzman
said that he had asked the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament about her reaction
to Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's offer for talks on some
"specific demands”.

Khaleda Zia told him that
her party did not get any offi-
cial offer for talks. “If we get
such an offer, talks may be held
on modalities of implementa-
tion of the one-point demand,”
the US envoy quoted her as
telling him.

The Ambassador $said he

See Page 12 Col 1

Hasan Saeed
passes away

Eminent journalist Hasan

| Saeed is no more, reports UNB.

He died of cardiac arrest at
his Lalmatia residence at 4.30
yesterday. He was 60.

The curtain dropped on a

long, chequered career in the
prolession in tranquillity as he
died in sleep. He went to bed af-
ter a late lunch in the afternoon
when the call came, family
sources said, -
* “ He left behind his wife, thiee
sons and one daughter. His fa-
ther. brothers and sisters are
all in Karachi.

A pall of gloom descended on
the newspaper industry as soon

See Page 11 Col 7

60 hurt as jute
mills workers
clash with
BDR, police

By Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Oct 5: At least 60
people were injured. ten of them
seriously when the workers of
three jute mills clashed with
BDR and police in Fulbari Gate
area in the city today.

The seriously injured — five
BDR personnel and five jute
mills workers — were admitted

to Khulna Medical College
Hospital.
e clash took place at

around 1] am when a truck car-
rying about 29 BDR men came
under attack near a barricade
put up by the workers of Ajax,
Afil and Sonali Jute Mills on
Jessore-Khulna Road at Fulbari
Gate demanding arrear wages
and reopening of the mills.
They swooped on the BDR
personnel apprehending that

See Page 12 Col 8
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