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Bundesliga

Schalke 04
hold Bayern

MUNICH, Oct 4: Stefan Ef-
fenberg rescued Bayern Munich
with seconds remaining to earn
a 1-1 draw with Schalke 04 but
they still lag five points behind
Bundesliga leaders Borussia
Dortmund in fifth place, re-
ports Reuters.

Dortmund claimed their
fifth victory courtesy of two
goals from summer signing Vic-
tor Ikpeba of Nigeria which
helped them to a 3-0 win over
struggling Hansa Rostock.
Bayer

from top to third in the table as
Vil Wolisburg beat them 3-1.

Frank de Boer
out for

three months

MADRID, Oct 4: Dutch inter-
national defender Frank de
Boer is set to be out for up to
three months will a right knee
ligament injury following
Saturday night's 2-0 win over
Real Valladolid, reports AFP.

De Boer is therefore defi-
nitely out of the October 13
match against arch rivals Real
Madrid. The Catalonian club
defence will also have to do
without Holland's suspended
Winston Bogarde and injured
Frederic Dehu of France for the
Real fixture.

Bout of
sexes

SEATTLE, Washington, Oct
4: American argaret
McGregor will fight Canadian
Loi Chow here Saturday in a
historic four-round boxing
matchup -- the first ever be-
tween a woman and a man, re-
ports AFP.

"Why not?" said McGregor,
36.. the larger fighter at 5-feet-5
and 130 pounds. Chow, a g.mkcy
and weightlifter with a 0-2 box-
ing record, is three inches
shorter and five rpaunds lighter
than his female foe.

“This fight will be over
within a minute,” Chow said.
"The first combination I land,
the fight will be over."

McGregor also predicts a
knockout victory. Regardless of
the outcome, each will be paid
1,500 dollars in a bout sanc-
tioned by the Washington state
licensing department and being
watched by promoters.

"She took offence to the fatt
someone told her, 'You can't do
it,’" said Vern Miller,
McGregor's trainer. "She doesn't
want to have a little asterisk by
ht‘:li name saying she is just a
girl."

There are more than 1,200
registered female boxers in the
United States alone. four times
as many as just four ago.

McGregor became a karat

black belt after being hit by the |

man she loved. !

"I felt so violated and help-
less,” she said. "I had a burning
anger."”

She had an 8-0 with one
drawn record as a kickboxer,
turned to boxing a year ago and

has won three pro lights in six
months.

The bout could be to women's
buxingo:hat the Billie Jean

s match was to
tennis in 1973 "Battle of the
Sexes.” even though these are
novice fighters and not cham-
pions.

"Dead set against it.," said
Rick Kulis, president of the
International Female Boxers
Association, based in Torrance,
California. "It's not Bobby Riggs
versus Billie Jean King."

But it might have a greater
impact, Indiana University
sports sociology professor Gary
Sailes said.

"If the female boxer wins, it's

to be huge,” Sailes said. "I

on't think women have any-

thing to lose by this. It doesn't

prove anything. This is the
side-show."”

WTA's top
earners

ST PETERSBURG, Florida,
Oct 4 (Reuters): Top money-
winners this year in women's
tennis, according to WTA Tour

Rankings:

Players dollars
1. Serena 2,564,171
2. Hingis 2,504,180
3. Davenport 1,960.363
4. Venus 1,828,082
9. Graf 1,193,367
6. Seles 726,680
7. Pierce 648,092
8. Novotna 606, 154
9. Arantxa 996,22 ]
10. Kournikova 548,624
11. Schett 230,385
12. Mauresmo 503,776
13. Likhovtseva 411.707
14. Halard-Decugis 386,645
15. Coetzer 386.470
16. Martinez 376,292
17. Zvereva 379,452
18. Morariu 354,730
19. Tauziat 350,582
20. Testud 328.746

WTA Tour
rankings

ST PETERSBURG, Florida,
Oct 4(Reuters): Top 20 women's

tennis players, according to the
WTA Tour rankings: .

Players Points
1. Hingis 5.620
2. Davenport 5,014
3. Venus 3,991
4. Serena 3. 144
5. Seles 2,880
6. Pierce 2.628
7. Coetzer 1,929
8. Schett 1.918
9. Halard-Decugis 1,897
10. Van 1,833
11. Tauziat 1,796
12. Mauresmo 1,753
13. Testud 1,721
14. Martinez 1.586
15. Arantxa 1.574
16. Kournikova 1.554
17. Likhoviseva 1.449
18. Novotna 1.42]
19. Spirlea 1.319
20. Frazier 1.300

rkusen suffered their
first defeat of the season to drop

Serie A

Shevchenko spoils Lazio party |

MILAN, Oct 3:
Inter Milan found
themselves two
points clear at the
top of the Serie A
on Sunday after a
night of madness in Rome
ended with a memorable 4-4
draw between Lazio and cham-
pions AC Milan, reports AFP

in

Mi%an had snatched last sea-

son’'s league title from their

grasp.
But Ukrainian

ed a hat-trick in under
an hour's play to put the visi-
tors in the driving seat,

European Champions League
campaign, Chilean Marcelo

the night to earn a draw.
Not only did Lazio miss out

Roma skipper Francesco Totti
and Fiorentina's German de-
fender Jorg Heinrich being sent
off in the closing minutes after.

Lazio were 3-1 up and coast-
for sweet revenge after

And Shevchenk slgnit;g
riy evchenko pmm[;ltai}

Lazio's saviour was the man
who has also dominated their

Salas, dubbed "I1 Matador”, who
steered home his second goal of

SHEVCHENKO'
an off-the-ball incident. =

Capello had mixed feelings
afterwards, saying: "It was a
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Lecce and we pushed hard all
through match, even though we
weren't always that lucid.

"But I think we deserved the
result for all the work we put
in.

Paying tribute to his cap-
tain, Ancelotti added: "Conte
was the player who most be-
lieved we could do it -- and it
was his commitment as well as
his goal which won it for us.”

e victory moved Juventus
into fourth slot in the Serie A, a
point behind the two Rome
clubs.

Parma romped to a 3-0 win
over Verona, with the UEFA
and Italian Cup holders' first
league victory being sealed in
the first 10 minutes.

Argentinian laymaker
Ariel Ortega set up the first goal
for striker Marcio Amoroso,
the Serie A's top scorer with
Udinese last season, and then
swept the second into an open
goal in the seventh minute.

Juventus' French playmaker Zinedine Zidane (R) and Venezia's Emanuel Brioschi fight for
the ball in their Serie A encounter.

on revenge, but they also
slipped to third place in the
table, trailing hated rivals AS
Roma on goal difference.

“Team. coach Sven,-Goran

Eriksson ‘tried ,to explain the
night's bizarre events by saying:
"These are two teams with great
attacking capabilities.

"And what came out was a
match that was strange, mad
but certainly wonderful as
well."

Milan coach Alberto Zacche-
roni. who rested German
centre-forward Oliver Bierhoff,
said: "I'm fortunate enough to
have various strikers, each
with different characteristics,
to choose from.

"That means I'm not limited
to a single system of play, and I
enjoy changing from one match
to another, and even during
matches.

'I'm pleased with what I've
seen so far from Milan this sea-
son. We're not at the
condition yet but then it would
be a problem if we were at this
stage.”

AS Roma meanwhile showed
their championship credentials
by beating Fiorentina 3-1 away
to move up to second place.

Roma's new coach Fabhio
Capello, who won four league
titles in five seasons with AC
Milan, had Brazilian defender
Cafu to thank for a win which is
bound to raise hopes of a title-
winning season. :

. Cafu drove in with two siz-
zling drives, either side of a goal
by Damiano Tommasi, before
Fiorentina skipper Gabriel
Batistuta scored for the hosts,
who suflfered their first home
defeat since the 1997-98 season.

The match was marred by

peak of

great game, a great performance

against a very good Fiorentina.
e really deserved to win,
"There's great joy for the win
buit ‘also disappointment Tor the
sending ' off of Totti, which I

think was unjust, and an inﬂlur}r

to (Marco) Delveechio which is
going to keep him out for a long
time."”

Capello said he would call
for television evidence to clear
Totti of the suspension will
probably follow the red card.

Juventus looked destined for

a humiliating 0-0 draw at home
to Venezia until the third
minute of injury-time, when
skipper Antonio Conte hit a low
drive from 20 metres past
Austrian goalkeeper Michael
Konsel.

Coach Carlo Ancelotti tried
to be positive about the lacklus-
tre disple;ly, saying: "We were
coming oif a bad game against

Italian Serie A table on Sunday

goals for, against, points)
Inter Milan -
AS Roma
Lazio
Juventus
AC Milan
Fiorentina
Reggina
Perugia
Udinese
Bari
Parma
Lecce
Bologna
Torino
Verona
Venezia
Cagliari
Piacenza
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Verona goalkeeper Graziano
Battistini was sent oft 1iust two
minutes later for a prolessional
foul on Amoroso as the
Brazilian headed for goal. » !

"Verona replaced midlielder
Martino Melis with young

Fnalkeepe:r Sebastian Frey, on
oan from Inter Milan, but the
Frenchman was abandoned by
his defence as Hernan Crespo
made it 3-0 in the 35th minute.
Japanese midfielder
Hidetoshi Nakata clipped the
wings of high-flying Reggina,
steering Perugia to a 2-1 victory

from the penalty spot.
Bari drew 1-1 after 21-year-

old Brazilian substitute Warley
scored a late equaliser for

Udinese with a banana shot
from outside the area.

And Bologna celebrated the
club’'s 90th birthday by finally
notching their f{irst league win
of the season, beating Lecce 2-0.

night (played, won, drawn, lost,

1 0 11 2 13
2 0 10 4 11
2 0 11 6 11
1 1 T 4 10
3 0 14 8 9
2 1 . o 7 8
. 1 6 5 8
1 2 8 8 7
3 1 7 4 6
3 L 3 3 6
2 2 7 9 ]
2 2 2 T D
2 2 3 6 4
2 2 3 6 o
0 t 3 11 3
2 3 4 8 2
2 3 3 8 2
2 %) 3 8 2

ROME, Oct 4:
Lazio boss Sergio
Cragnotti was
fuming and AC
Milan's hat-trick

watched by

hero

Shevchenko was celebrating
after a 4-4 draw here dubbed one
of the best soccer matches ever
seen in Italy, reports AFP.

Lazio had a 3-1 lead and
three points in the bag when
Shevchenko turned Sunday
night's amazing match on its
head. It needed a second goal
from Lazio striker Marcelo
Salas to deny Milan a remark-
able victory.

The jaw-dropper was
[talian sports
supremo Gianni Petrucci, head
of the national Olympic com-
mittee, who said: "A match like
this has never been seen at the
Olympic stadium before and

rhaps never in any Italian
ootball ground.”

Lazio were desperate for re-
venge after Milan beat them to
last season's league title and
Cragnotti was mortified to see
the chance squandered.

"We've missed a great oppor-
tunity to get the better nl‘lﬁc
Milan.," he said. "And four goals
conceded at home are just too

ma.%
ere were too many lapses
in concentration and we paid
dearly for them, even tho we
deserved to win.”

Collective madness was his
coach Sven Goran Eriksson's

Savouring a classic

explanation.

"I honestly can't remember
having conceded so many goals
since | took over at Lazio," he
said. "It was a crazy match. We
could easily have won 3-1 and
instead within half an hour we
were losing 4-3.

“At that moment, | could see
the team were demoralised and
| was frightened we were going
to lose.” he admitted. "But there
was a great reaction, real char-
acter, and at the ennd we could
have won deservedly.”

Asked whether the tension
which had been building up all
week was to blame for the mis-
takes, Eriksson said: "I don't
know. It's hard to get inside
other people’'s heads and under-
stand what's going on.

"Clearly though, things were
happening which don't usually
happen. You ought to win when
you're 3-1 up but instead Milan
found it too easy to score two
goals - without mentioning
their fourth.

But if Lazio were shaking
their heads. Shevchenko was
thanking his new teammates
after they helped him to bag a
hat-trick, little more than a
month after starting his new
career in the Seri= A.

Shevchenko, the Champions
League's top scorer last season
with Dynamo Kyiv, said: "They
were all really good. they all put
me in a position to score goals.

"And at this point. I'm hop-
ing there are going to be even

better matches than this one...
this is my first year here and |
have do what I can to help the
team.”

Liberian George Weah of AC Milan takes a shot before

L
Boris on
himself

MUNICH, Oct 4: Former
German tennis star Boris
Becker said in an interview re-
leased yesterday that his Jew-
ish mother lived in a tent for
years after fleeing the Soviet
army after World War Two, re-
ports Reuters.

Becker, one of the country's
most popular figures, tuldl?n-
side Tennis magazine in an in-
terview that his mother, Elvira,
had fled from Czechoslovakia.

Becker said the fact that his
mother had a Jewish back-

round and his father came
rom a Catholic family made it
easy for him to be tolerant.

1f you look at my back-
ground, | have from my moth-
ers side Jewish background,
from my father's side a very
Ca[ Ehu] ic background," Becker
said.

"My mother had to defect in
the Second World War when the
Russians invaded her home
town in Czechoslovakia," he
added. "She was in a (refugee)
camp in Germany” in Heidel-
berg.

More than six million Euro-
pean Jews were killed in the
Holocaust that was orgahised
by Nazi Germany. Germany's
once thrivin% Jewish popula-
tion was nearly wiped out.

There are about 50,000 Jews
living in Germany today. Jew-
ish schools and Jewlsﬁ com-
munity leaders receive intense
police protection.

"My mother slept in tents for
years. That's part of me. That's
my background. So therefore
I'm everything a little bit.
That's probably why I am more
open-minded than most peo-
pie.”

Becker said that his wife was
an African American and that
it took him several months to
realise that.

"I didn't see she was black for
three months,"” he said. "[ didn't
know she was black."

Romanian Open
. !
Martin's

BUCHAREST, Oct 4: Span-
iard Alberto Martin crushed
Karim Alami of Morocco 6-3, 6-
2 to win the final of the
Romanian Open yesterday.
reports Reuters.

A self-controlled Martin, 21,
won comfortably, especially
compared with his first match
when he saved 10 match points
against Romanian Adrian
Voinea in the first round.

- Alami was overwhelmed in
his second final of the season
and made several unprovoked
errors in crucial moments of
the final.

Dutch Open

Sino shuttlers
shine

DEN BOSCH, Netherlands,
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Grand Slam Cup winners Greg Rusedski (L) and Serena Williams with their prizes.

—AFP photo

G & S stand for Grand Slam

MUNICH. Oct 4:
Greg Rusedski
proved he's a pow-
erhouse on an in-
door court with
his first title of

the year while Serena Williams
whipped her elder sister Venus
for the first time ever to join the
Briton as a champion at the 6.7-
million-dollar Grand Slam Cup
Sunday, re s AFP.

Rusedski earned Britain's
first-ever title at the elite event
for top performers at the year's
majors as he overcame late
nerves to beat home hope
Tommy Haas 6-4, 6-3, 6-7, 7-6.

The world number six -- the
man they call The Joker for his
constant grin -- claimed the
bi%est prize of his career, 1.3
million dollars. Haas, the third
German to play for the troph
in a decade, settled for 650,
dollars.

Williams, at 18 already
crownied US Open winner three
weeks a%n. beat her big sister 6-
1, 3-6, 6-3 in an all-sibling af-
fair which will net the Williams
family a cool 1.3 million dol-
lars combined from the best-of-
three-set finale.

Rusedski won his last trophy
in Paris in November, defeating

Pete Sampras in straight sets at
Bercy.

The 26-year-old has now re-
established himself as the man
to stop on fast indoor surfaces.

He will be tested next week at
Basel, where British rival Tim
Henman is defending cham-
pion,

‘In the first two sets, I
couldn't have played any bet-
ter,” said Rusedski, who has
now won eight career titles. "I
dipped in the third and Tommy
came up with a great tiebreaker.
In the fourth I dominated.”

While serving for victory
with a 5-3 lead in the fourth,
Rusedski seemed to catch a case
of the shakes.

He volleyed carelessly low
into the net to yield three break
chances for the young German.
Haas took advantage with a
break for 4-5.

Rusedski finally claimed
victory in the tiebreaker, when
he slowed himself down and de-
liberately played his game at
the tight moments.

'l rushed when I served for it
the first time and he was a good
enough player to come up with
great shot and break," said the
winner. "But | took my time
when it counted in the fourth-
set tiebreaker and managed to
win the match."”

Rusedski stayed dominant
with his - werful serve against
Haas, 11L.1 in the world. The
Briton claimed his second ca-
reer victory against the 21-
year-old German in two hours,
46 minutes.

Rusedski clinched it on his

Oct 4: C won all but one ti- Lo
'99" badminton. Grand Prix in | | © b B aised, O s

the Southern Dutch city yester- gt Bk o

in champion

day, reports Xinhua. _ Mike Tyson told a

The women's singles pro- telaviston: liiter

duced the most spectacular final
between Chinese Tang Chunyu
and Mia Audina of the
Netherlands. |

Tang, 20, who made her de-
but in the world arena, defeated
Audina 11-13, 11-4 and 11-7 af-
ter Audina, a former Indone-
sian player, eliminated Tang's
Chinese compatriot seventh-
ranked Zhou Mi, who was the
top seed of the tournament.

Both the men's singles and
women's doubles became the
all-Chinese affairs.

Xia Xuanze, champion in the
fourth Chinese City Games last
month, outwitted teammate Ji
Xinpeng, top seed of the Dutch
open, 15-10, 15-13, while Chen
Lin and Jiang Xuelian defeated
Zhou Mi and Chunyu 15-9,
15-4 to take the women's dou-
bles title.

In the mixed doubles, Chi-
na's Chen Qiqgiu paired with
Chen Lin overcame Denmark's
Martin L Hansen and Pernille
I;I{a}.rder with 15-11, 9-15 and 15-

The only title that slipped
away from the Chinese players
was in the men's doubles, which
was won by Choong Tan Fook
and Lee Wan Wah of Malaysia
who defeated Lars Paaske and
Martin L Hansen of Denmark
15-4, 6-15 and 15-9.

A total of 50,000 US dollars
was put at stake for the top 16
players, with the men's single
champion getting 4,000 and
women's singles champion
pocketing 3,450.

The Chinese badminton
team, which is the second-
string squad in the country,

will try its best again later this
month in the German open and

the Danish open. '

Lazio's Yugoslav international Sinisa Mihajlovic can inter-

cept.

—AFP photo !

viewer he would bite Evander
Holylield again if provoked and
that only jail has kept him
from ruling his sport, reports
AFP.

Tyson was promoting his
October 23 fight here against
Orlin Norris, his first fight
sihce being released from in
May on assault charges. '{yaun
also spent three years in prison
for rape from 1992 through
1995,

"If I hadn't gone to jail and
hadn't been inactive so long, I
would still be the champion and
no one could last more than
three rounds with me,"” Tyson
said.

Tyson won back a portion of
the world heavyweight crown
but lost to Evander Holyfield
and in a rematch bit Holytield's
ears, receiving a banishment
from boxing for another year
before being reinstated a year
ago. “
Tyson said if given the same
circumstances he would gnaw at
a foe's ears, although he cited
such details as a foe who was
headbutting and a referee who
allowed it—notions which
Tyson has maintained but few
agree with.

"l would do it again if pro-
voked. I would do it again under
the same circumstances,” Tyson
said.

"(Referee) Mills Lane was not
protecting me from Holyfield's
head butts. He wasn't controli
the situation appropriately.

Tyson will bite

B
and cut
Asked later

Norris, son backed off and

said, "l would never do it again."

Tyson is suing ex-promoter
Don King. claiming the famed
hucks

er bilked him out of mil-

MIKE TYSON
lions of dollars in fight con-

tracts.
Tyson has climbed into the

ring to pay taxes on properties
here and in Ohio, Marvland and
Connecticut. He said his wife

and four children are major
reasons for him to return to the
ring.

"I have got to fight because
nobody would fight for me. I
know nobody has sympathy for
me."” Tyson said. "] JGTE'E know if

I'm at peace, with me or any-
body. Everybody is out to get me
andyl'm not going to let anybody

destroy me."

fourth match point of the after-
noon with a touch volley cross-
court at the net which Haas
could not touch.

The two other Germans who
played for the title here both
won it, Michael Stich in 1992
and Boris Becker three years
ago.

Becker, now retired and
coaching the German Davis Cup
team, commented the match for
television as his pupil tried and
failed to lift a third trophy here
for the hosts.

Serena Willlams blew
through the first set against her
19-year-old sister to whom she
lost the first three times the
pair played.

Their only other meeting for
a title came in Miami last
March. with Venus taking three
sets to get through in the family
feud,

Venus, who has yet to win a
Grand Slam, but ‘still ranks
third in the world to her sister's
fourth, took a 5-1 lead in the
second, as she eventually
turmed the tables.

The pair traded breaks in the
third, with Serena finally grab-
binE the upper hand as she
broke her sister back for a 5-3
lead and served out the victory
in one hour 45 minutes on her
third match point.

Escude's maiden
ATP title

TOULOUSE, France, Oct 4:
Frenchman Nicolas Escude beat
Czech Daniel Vacek in straight
sets to win his first ATP Tour ti-
tle iy ‘Toulouse yesterday and
set his sights on a Davis ('ixp fi-
nal apg;araﬂte for France in
December, reports Reuters.

"l don't want to talk too
much about it, but [ think I have
the potential to play singles (in
the Davis Cup)”, said Escude af-
ter his 7-5, 6-1 victory.

“But it's up to the captain to
decide. Guy (Forget) has a good
team, good guys who get on well
together. It will depend on my
next tournaments,” added Es-
cude, currently ranked 80th in
the world.

France are playing Australia
in the Davis Cup final in the
first week of December with
Cedric Pioline, Sebastien Gros-
ean or Fabrice Santoro
avoured to play.

Escude, who received a wild
card to play in the 8375,000
Toulouse event, had a fine week,
beating world class players like
top-seeded Briton Tim Henman
on his way to victory.

Escude, who was an Aus-
tralian Open semifinalist two
years ago before being sidelined

by injuries, shot back this sea-
sorn reaching the US Open
last eight, losing to eventual
champion Andre Agassi.

"Three or four years ago, ev-
er{'hnd}r was telling me [ was
talented and I took it for

anted. As a result | fell apart.”
e said.

"AFassi said | was pgifted.
Now | must prove it,” said the
23-year-old from Pau.

ainst Vacek, he showed
for YO0 minutes why he was
nicknamed "Scud”, out hitting
his opponent gradually in the
first set before crushing him in
the second.
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