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National Housing Authority soon

New Dhaka city’

by 2020: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday said National
Housing Authority would be
formed soon to expand residen-
tial facilities across the coun-
try. particularly for the under-
privileged people, report agen-
cles.

Besides, planned townships
would be set up in all district
headquarters to reduce the
poaf:ulation pressure on the cap-
ital and big cities besides estab-
lishing a "New Dhaka City" by
2020

, The Prime Minister said fol-
lowing excess population pres-
sure and in the absence of any
planned construction of town-
ship our cities have become al-
miost unfit for human habita-
tion which may cause national
disaster at any moment.

She said, to improve civic
amenities and healthy atmo-
sphere her government has
laken up a programme to estab-
lish "Semi-urban Infrastruc-
ture Development Project” in 22
district headquarters. This
would she said also reduce pop-
ulation pressure on big cities.

“The cities of the country has
already become inhabitable due
to the population pressure,
which can be disastrous for the
nation,” she said while inaugu-
rating the World Habitat Day
programimes in the morning

To mark the World Habitat
Day, Housing and Public Works
Ministry organised the func-
tton at the Osmany Memorial
Hall and also arranged a Habi-
tat Fair at the Ramna Park.

This year's theme of the Day
is: "Cities for All "

Housing and Public Works
Minister Engineer Mosharaff
Hossain. Dhaka City Mayor
Mohammad Hanif, Housing
Secretary Sohel Ahmed and
UNDP representative Andre
Klab also spoke at the function

She satd under the ‘Asrayan”
project, government s provid-
ing sheller to the homeless
people. The government has al-
ready approved a proposal for
building 3 000 barrack-type
houses under the project with
an eslimaled cost of Tk 164
crorc

The number of such houses
will be ncieased 1n phases, the
Frime Minister said adding
that 5,000 barracks will be built
to provide hotnes to 50,000 fam-
ilies. Already, she said, 8,130
families have been provided
with shelter in 813 barrack
Iy houses

Hasina said the government

is implementing the "Adarsha
Gram” (model village) Project to
siop migration of people from
the rural areas and already
some 46,505 families have been
rehabilitated in 109 model vil-
lages.

She said the government has
taken another Erugramme lo
provide low cost houses to rural

peasants and decided to build
10,000 such houses. Under the
rural finfrastructure, d“ﬂﬂﬁi

ment, projects, these houses
be gi to the farmets who will
repay the price on easy terms.

government has en-
trusted 29 NGOs with the re-
sponsibility to build low cost
houses under another unique
programme and provided Tk 50
crore as loan to these NGOs.
These NGOs are constructing
houses for the rural poor, she
added.

About the city slum dwellers,
the Prime Minister said man
people are living subhuman life
in the city slums and the gov-
ernment has taken a long term
Elan to rehabilitate them in a

etter environment providing
homes, work and hygiene.

She said a grﬁjcct ol con-
structing 16,000 flats for slum
dwellers is under implementa-
tion at Bhasantek in Mirpur. In
Keraniganj, 50 acres of land
have been earmarked for con-
structing "Core House" and in
Savar 100 acres of land has
been selected for the rehabilita-
tion of the slum people.

For meeting the rising de-
mand of housing in the city,
Sheikh Hasina said the gov-
ernment would build flats for
the iow-income group and dis-
tribute those on hire-purchase
systemn.

She said already 4.360 low
cosl flats have been distributed
in Dhaka and 4,282 [lats in
Chittagong city. Moreover. 500
flats are being constructed in
the city's Lalmatia and another
600 flats in Mirpur. Work on
constructing 10,000 flats in
Dattapara of Tongi will be
started soon, she said.

The Prime Minister said the
preliminary work of developing
a residential towmship named
‘Purbachal" is goin
rnortheastern part of the capital.
Rajuk is also developing the
Jhiliml housing project near
Dhaka-Mawa highway.

‘We are taking ]yun_l_.,-ternl
plans to develop cilies free from
traflic jams and with all civic

jacilities. " !
lacilities | Abdur Rob Serniabat murder

Dhaka-Yangon deal
to boost business

Bangladesh and Myanmar
yesterday reached a counter-
trade apgreement in a package
deal to boost trade bHetween the
two neighbours, reports UNB,

To this effect, an expert
comriltiee -uua?:rlﬁing repre-
sentatives frony hoth the coun-
tries will be tormed,

Officials sald the two coun-
lries agreed on broad-based
counter-trade and some other
Issues or mutual interest at offl-
cial talks at the state guest-
house "Padima’ yesterday mom-
ing.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed led the
Bangladesh delegation while
visiting Myanmar Minister for
Commerce Maj Gen Kyaw Than
headed his side in the meeting.

Commerce Secretary Sayed
Alamgir Faroouk Chowdhury,
Industries Secretary KM Izajul
Huq. Foreign Secretary M Shafi
Sami. Shipping Secretary
Saiful Islam, Jute Secretary
Mahfuzul Islam, FBCC]
President Abdul Awal Mintoo
and  Bangladesh-Myanmar
Business Promotion Council
President Rashed Maksud Khan
were on the Bangladesh side.

During a two-hour parley,
the delegation members ex-
pressed their keen interest to
increase trade and tnvestment
between the two countries.

Giving emphasis on the need
for expanding road, river and
alr linkages between the two
neighbours, the (wo sides
reached understanding on a

number of other issues for bol-
stering bilateral cooperaticn.

Myanmar apgreed to a
Bangladesh proposal for intro-
ducing air route between
Chittagong and Sittwe an their
side. The two countries also
agreed to run coastal shipping
SETVICE,

They also discussed the con-
struction of a bridge over the
river Naaf that divides the two
neighbours for easy interaction
between the two ples.

It was decided in the meeting
that both the countries would
improve their road infrastruc-
ture ori their respective sides to

introduce direct road link
across the Naafl
Official sources said

Myanmar agreed to extend stay
of Bangladesh businessmen to 7
days and the sphere of their
novements up to Sittwe from
Maungdau.

Following a bilateral trade
dgrecment struck in 1994
Bangladesh's business trav-
ellers can stay in Maungdau 72
hotrs after crossing Teknaf
border.

The two sides further agreed
l6 add new commodities in
their trading basket as well as
expand delivery points at the
frontier to boost border trade
between the two nations.

They endorsed a plan for
seltling up a joint-venture pulp
factory in Myanmar while a
cement factory in Bangladesh

using limestone from
Myanmar.

Jhenaidah Govt College
closed following clash

From Our Correspondent.

JHENAIDAH, Oct 4 : Ac-
tivists of Jativatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) fired gunshots and
blasted crackers today on the
Jhenaidah Govt KC College
campus, leaving an activist of
Bangladesh Chhatra Moitry
(BCM) seriously injured.

Following ti!ne incident. the
authorities closed the college
for an indefinite period and
asked the resident students to

vacate its dormitory by 6 p.m.
today.
The injured, Shahinur

Raliman, an honours first year
student of Economics, had both
his legs blown up when a
cracker was hurled on him. He
was later rushed to P Hos-
pital in Dhaka in a critical
condition from Jhenaidah
Sadar Hospital.

Later, police arrested eight
JCD activists and recovered a
sewn-off rifle, a home-made

gun and nine rounds of ammu-
nitions from different places of
the town in the evening. The ar-
rested are Ratan., Harun,
Manik. Rinu., Habibur.
Durlabh, Runu and Monirul.

According to police and eye-
witnesses, the clash began at
around 11 am between the ac-
tivists of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) and JCD when an
outsider JCD activist declared
strike on the campus on October
o and 6. protesting occupation
of six rooms of the college hos-
tel bz the BCL activists recently.

The BCL and BCM activists
caught the outsider and took
him to the college authorities.
Later a group of JCD activists
opened fire, exploded several
bombs and damaged window
panes of the college building.

Tension was prevailin
the town and no case was
till filing of this report.

on

on in the |

Hartal observed
5-day protest
programme
in Sherpur

SHERPUR. Oct 4: The liaison
committee of four-party al-
liance here today announced a
five-day programme to protest
the killing of BNP's front or-

anisation leader Bidyut
%aiukder. reports UNB,
The alliance will hold

protest meetings tomorrow and
on Saturdaﬁ.

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will address the
Saturday's meeting at New
Market.

The alliance enforced a day-
long hartal in the district to-
day. |

BNP claimed that Bidyvut, a
local leader of Jatiyatabadi
Shechchha Sebak Dal, was
rilled in police firing during a
fierce clash between police and
pro-hartal activists.

Meanwhile, Bidyut was
buried at Chapatoli graveyard
in the town after namaj-e-
janaza in front of BNP office in
Raghunath area.

UP chairman

shot dead in
Satkania

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Oct 4: A
union parishad chairman was
gunned down by unidentified
assailants at Satkania here at
midnight last night police said.

Amjad Hossain. 45, chair-

man of Sonakania union under

Satkania, also a local Awami
League leader, died on the spot
when the gunmen spraved bullet
on him at around | am, police
said.

Amjad was shol in front of a
tea shop while attending an Urs
at Sonakania. police informed,

A villager sitting beside him
was admitted to Chittagon
Medical College Hospital with
bullet injuries.

Amjad was killed hikely for
helping police arrest the local
terrorists. He was alwavs vocal
against terrorists, police said,

Butl other sources said Am-
Jad was killed as a sequel to in-
tra-party rivalry.

None was arvested in this re-
gard il filing of this report
toinight,

Serniabat murder:
Charges framed
against 16

By Court Correspondent

Charges were framed in the

case aﬁainst 16 accused at the
First Additional Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court al:q acent
to the Dhaka Central Jail yes
terday,

Judpge Aunar Kumar Roy fixed
ctober 19 21 24 and 26 tor
Cross- examination of the wit
1HESS0S

Some unruly army officers
killed Abdur Rob Serniabat,
along with seven members of
his fanuly, on August 15, 1975,

Six ot the 16 charge-sheeted
accused, including Taheruddin
Thakur were produced before
the court vesterday. The re-
mainming 10, including Lt. Col.
Shariful Huq Dalim are ab-
sconding.

Special public prosecutor
Serajul Huq and Metropolitan
Public Prosecutor Quamrul
Islam appeared for the state
while T.M. Akbar. Sharafuddin
Mukul and Makbubur Rahman
for the accused.

Dacoit shot dead
in Siddirgan;

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct-4: An
alleged dacoit was shot dead by
an armed gang al Madaninagar
of Sanarpar in Siddirganj
thana area this afternoon.

The dead was identified as
Laimuddin, 38.

Police and witnesses said
Laimuddin was sitting in a shop
when the armed gang number-
ing 12 on board two auto-rick-
shaw arrived there and fired at
him indiscriminately.

Fatally injured Laimuddin
was rushed to the Narayanganj
Hospital where the attending
doctor declared him dead.

Police said the victim was
involved in dacoity and hijack-
ing in the area. Several cases
were lodged against the victim
with Siddirganj thana.

A case was lodge in connec-
tion with the murder. Police ar-
rested five people — Raju, Rajib,
Santa, Khokon and Shanaz —
for their alleged involvement
with the murder.

Pirates attack
Panamanian ship
at Ctg port

CHITTAGONG. Oct 4: Armed
pirates attacked a fun:l%n ship
at outer anchorage of Chit-
tagong Port early today and
took away some anchoring ma-
terials, reports UNB.

Police said pirates came in
an engine boat and attacked the
Panamanian flag-carrier, MB
Ritze, and took away rope, hook
and some other materials.

The ship arrived at Chit-
tagong Port two months back,

ng rice for a private firm.
It was sent to the outer anchor-
age after the importer refused to
take the consignment saying
the rice was subs » ;

A case was filed with Bandar
police in this connection.

——— =
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A BNP procession 1n the city yesterday to mourn Biddut Talukdar, a Sherpur activist killed
— Star photo by Sk Enamul Haq

durning Sunday's hartal.
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Plan to build 10,000

low-cost houses
at Duttapara

By Staff Correspondent

With urban housing shortage
currently running into five mil-
lion. the government is plan-
ning to construct about 10,000
low cost houses at Duttapara on
the outskirts of the city by 2005.

Public Works Department
(PWD) engineers said apart
from the planned 10,000 units,
some other government projects
are at “conceptual stage”, These
include proposed satellite
towns at Keraniganj and Savar.

The Duttapara %mjml on 70
acres of land on the northern
side of the Open University
campus has been approved by
the ECNEC.

Jewel Rana
calls it quits

BATHMANDU, Oct 4: After
elcting the country's 1zame in
the history of South Asian
fnuthall winniag the tirst gold
today. Bangladesn captain
Jdewel Rana lormally an-
nounced his retirement
irom the international scene,
reports UNB. '

“This is my greatest
achievement and 1 think it is
time to say goodbye to interna-
tional football,” said the expe-
rienced campaigner after the
8th SAF Gaines football final.
It was my last match,” he
added.

Reliable defender Rana said
he earlier announced his re-
tirement but when his services
were needed in the national
side, he changed his mind.

‘I played in three SAF Games
finals, but on all occasions we
disappointed the country. The
win gave me immense pleasure,"
he said. “This happened because
the players gave their hundred
per cent.”

Rana believed the victory
would help Bangladesh regain
its earlier glory, "l hope the or-
ganisers will take more care of
the nation's football," he said.

Plans for construction of six
storied housing complexes with
400 and 600 square feet flats
have been finalised with an
E%str%llan cunstruc% firm,

ibra Propertiies Lid, engi-
rneers sajtfe g

Prices of the flats are now
being finalised with the devel-
oper. The developer has offered
the flats at 40 per cent discount
if it is given tax rebate on im-
port of construction materials,
they said.

But the finance ministry
brushed aside such a proposal
fearing "irregularities” in the
process, sources said.

The housing ministry is now
lrying to find out ways to fi-
nalise a deal whereby the flats
could be offered at 40 per cent
discount to local buyers, PWD
engineers said.

Price of a 400 square feet flat
has been calculated al Tk
2.48.900 and that of a 800
square foot flat al Tk 3.6R.900
with 40 per cent discount.

But if payment is made in
ten years. the prices will be Tk
2 75,875 and Tk 4 600,177 re-
spectively.

The PWD engineers said once
Lthe Dutltapara project is com-
pleted, NGOs would have a role
to play in rehabilitating the
city s slum dwellers there.

"Most of the slum dwellers
Eﬁ}-’ rent. They will be able to

uy liais 1hruu§h payment on
easy terms,” said an official.

Three Sitakunda
jute mills:

Talks today

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 4; A high-
level tripartite meeting will be
held at the Jute Ministry in
Dhaka tomorrow to resolve the
probiems of three jute mills in
Sttakunda, says an ofificial
source here,

The three mills — Anowara
Jute Mills, Mokbular Rahman
Jute Mills and Kasem .Jute Mills
— were laid off by the authaori-
lies about 4-5 months ago with
arrear bills amounting to
around Tk 10 crore of the work-
ers remaining unpaid.

The workers have been agi-
tating for their arrears and for
reopening the mills,

Tomorrow's meeting is
scheduled to be held in presence
of Civil Aviation and Public
Works Minister Engineer
Mosharral Hossain, Minister
for Labour and Manpower MA
Mannan and Minister for Jute
Faizul Hag.

One of the many colourful rallies in the
yesterday
Rights Week.

by different organisations to mark

city brought out
the Child

— Star photo by Sk Enamul Hagq
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_'SAF Fnutbal!_

Bronze goes
to India

From Sports Reporter

Kathmandu Oct 4: India got
the bronze of the 8th SAF
Games football when they came
from behind to beat the Mal-
dives 3-1 in the third place de-
cider at the Dasharath Ran-
gashala here this afternoon.

The match was locked 1-1 in
the first half.

Maldives striker Mausoom
Abdul Ghafoath put his side
ahead in the 9 minute 'while
ace Indian forward IM Vijayan
levelled the score after eight
minutes.

After the drawn first half,
India played all-out in the sec-
ond session but never got the
lead until substitute Sabir
Pasha struck in the B86th
minute, Another substitute
Raman Vijayan put the maitch

bevond doubt with India's third
goal at the stroke of the final
whistle,

Two members of
outlawed party
held in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 4:; Sadar thana
police of Meherpur district to-
day arrested two armed cadres
of the outlawed Purbo Banglar
Communist Party from
Mistrypara here,

The arrested armed cadres
tave been identified as Moyee-
dul Islamn Rana of Bakhshipara
village under Kotchandpur
thana of Jhenidah and Yunus
All Maju of Bhangbaria village
under Alamdanga thana of
Chuadanga.

OC of Meherpur thana Syed
Nazrul Islam told this corre-
spondent today that the alleged
armed cadres had surrendered
to police taking advantage of
general amnesty,

They were later recruited to
the Ansar force and sent to
Chittagong for training. But. af-
ter several days. Rana and
Yunus fled the camp.

Feni poura polls

78 nomination
papers
submitted

From Our Correspondent

FENI. Oct 4: Seventy-eight
nomination papers were sub-
mitted today to the Returning
Officer for the post of one
chairman., 18 ward commis-
sioners and 6 female ward
commissioners for Feni
pourasabha elections.

According to the returning
office sources, three nomina-

tion papers for the post of !

chairman. 60 nomination pa-
pers for 18 ward commissioners
and 15 nomination papers for 6
temale ward commissioners
were submitted.

The chairman candidates
are: Mosharral Hossain Hazari.
Abdur Rahman and Advocate
Hafez Ahmed of ruling Awami

Three ward commissioners
and one female ward commis-
sioners have been elected un-
contested. They are Anwar Hos-
sain in Ward No 5, Sirajul Is-
lain in Ward No 9 and
Shakowat Hossain in Ward No
15 and Shamsun Nahar in fe-
male Ward No 4.

The scrutiny of the nomina-
Lion papers will be held tomor-
row.

No candidates . from the
main opposition BNP filed
nomination papers for the post
of chairman.

The election will be held on
October 28, when 40.000 voters
are expected to cast their votes,

_Earidpur b_y—Pﬂlls_
All 5 nomination
papers found valid

Nomination papers of all the
five candidates for Faridpur-4
by-election was found valid af-
ter scrutiny yesterday, reports
UUNB.

The candidates are F'rim:;E.l
Nasiruddin Ahmed Musa, -
ishak Mohammad Sadek,
Saleha Begum, Moniruzzaman
Titu an Mostofa Ameer
Faysal.

The last date for withdrawal
of candidature is October 10 and
voting will be held on October

| oy

JU students submit memo

Open JU,

withdraw

enhanced fees

By JU Correspondent

Students ol Jahangirnagar
University submitted a memo-
randum to the Education
Minister yesterday demanding.
among other things. reopening
of the university and with-
drawal of the enhanced admis-

sion fees for first year honours -

classes.

JU students under the ban-
ner of Admission Fee Hike
Resistance Committee (AFHRC)
brought out a procession from
Dhaka University campus yes-
terday morning and marched
towards Shikkha Bhaban to lay

a siege to it.
olice intercepted the pro-

cession near the High Court in-
tersection and allowed five rep-
resentatives of the students to
go to the Secretariat to submit
memorandum to the Education
Minister.

The memorandum contained
a slxapnint demand. The
demands include withdrawal of
increased admission fees, re-
opening of the university, pun-
ishment of those involved in
the recent 'police action' on stu-
dents on JU campus, steps to
end ‘irregularities’ of JU admin-
istration and resignation of the
Vice Chancellor, Pro Vice
Chancellor, Treasurer and
Proctor,

The agitating students held a

Mintoo's move
to strike
political

consensus

Star Report

FBCCI President Abdul Awal
Mintoo has sought cooperation
from leaders of the apex cham-
ber body to evaluate the current
political situation in the coun-
try and find a way out involving
‘conscious and responsible citi-
zens.

In a letter to the business
leaders recently, Mintoo said
that the main objective of the
move was to forge an under-
standing between the govern-
menl and the opposition parties
for removing the barriers to de-
velopment.

e letter was sent in con-
nection with the recent FBCCI
move to form a nine-member
action plan committee to help
end the volatile political situa-
tion.

Mintoo said there is ]]x:vert :
lack of education, healthcare
and employment opportunities
in the country. On the other
hand, social disorder is on the
rise and especially values are
eroding alarmingly.lf this sit-
uation continues, we shall be
pushed into an anarchic situa-
tion. he added.

"The current political in-
stability has complicated the
situation. It is sad gut true that
the political parties could not
sustain the good results
achieved through movement.
Some current political activi-
ties are having a far-reaching
impact on the life of the ple.
This calls for a radical change
in the outlook of the political
parties”, he said in Lhe letier,

Mass reception to
soccer heroes
October 7

National Sports Council will
host a mass reception to the na-
tional football team at Paltan
Maidan at 3:30 pm on October 7,
official sources said in the city

last night, reports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to attend the
reception as chief guest.

Meanwhile, President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed, Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia in separate mes-
sages congratulated Bangladesh
football team for clinching the
gold in the 8th SAF Games.

rally at the High Court inter-
section. pmtijslttng ‘police in-
tervention in their programme.'

Addressing the rally. AFHRC
leaders including Afsana Ayub
Anney. Aniruddha Das Anjan
and Nupur reiterated their de-
mands,

They announced that the
students would go for a token
hunger strike near the Jatiya
Press Club on Thursday at i0
am and form a 'human chain’
on DU campus on October 9 to
press their demands.

Bangladesh Chhatra
Federation brought out a pro-
cession and held a rally on DU
camé:us yesterday in support of
the demands of JU students.

Ganatantrik Chhatra Oikya
has started a 'signature collec-
tion and mass contact pro-
ﬁramme' in demand for with-

rawal of increased admission
fees at JU. '

Meanwhile, a JU Syndicate
member told The Daily Star the -
university authorities have
made ‘a list of 18 students in-
volved in the recent movement'
and would serve show-cause
notice on them. After examin-
ing their answers, the disci-
plinary committee would decide

unitive action against them,

e said yesterday seeking
anonymity.

Dem_glition dﬁve
Doctors in

Khulna observe
token strike

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Oct 4: Doctors at
all public and private hospitals
in Khulna have started observ-
ing two-hour work stoppage
from toda dpmtcsllnfg Satur-
day’s "huﬁ ozing of Khulna
Surgical Clinic by Khulna
Development Authority (KDA)".

The two-hour work stoppage
will end on Wednesday. said a
press release issued by Khulna
chapter of BMA.

The BMA has demanded an
investigation into the incident
and immediate withdrawal of
the KDA chairman Brigadier
(Retd) Monzurul Alam “for or-
dering the demolition™.

en contacted, the chair-
man of KDA denied the charge
saying that only three medicine
shops attached to the clinic at
Majid Sarani were bulldozed as
they were built without KDA
approval.

He said that hired goons of
Gazi Mizanur Rahman. manag-
ing director of Khulna Surgical
Clinie, had attacked KDA offi-
cers and police and that two of
the goons threatened him with
Fisml. Two separate cases were
iled against Dr Rahman re-
garding the incidents, the KDA
chairman said.

The BMA, in its press re-
lease, has blamed the KDA
chairman for dealing a heavy to
the prime minister's initiative
to root out terrorism.

Meanwhile, Khulna Sarak
Paribahan Malik-Sramik
Oikyo Parishad has placed a 10-
point charter of demands to the
government which includes
immediate death penalty to
Ershad Shikdar.

Leaders of the Oikyo
Parishad have threatened
transport strike on October 23
and a daylong hartal in the city
on October 24 in case the gov-
ernment lails to fully comply to
the demands.

Sherpur College

closed sine die

SHERPUR, Oct 4: Sherpur
Government College was closed
for an indefinite period follow-
ing an arson attack on college
student union office during
Sunday’s hartal, reports UNB.

The collage authorities, at a
meeting today. took the deci-
sion to avert further violence
on the college campus.
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