10, The Buily Stir.

Calico: Once a profitab
concern now a closed mill

le

From Ranesh Maitra

PABNA. Oct 4 : Calico Cotton Mills, the only cotton mill
here remained closed for the last six years. o

A total of 700 workers and employees of the mill were
passing their days amidst untold miseries as their due salaries
remained unpaid by the owner of the mill.

The mill was established in 1967 under private ownership.
But following liberation of the country, it was nationalised in
1972 and its manaﬁerm_nt was vested upon BTMC.

However, after long 13 years, the mill was denationalised
and the management was returned to its owner. But at the same
time it was also owned by the government as the share was
divided between the government and the original owner. The
share was 49 per cent and 51 per cent.

The mill was constructed on 1.92 acres of land to the East of
Pabna town just beside the North Bengal highway. It was a
highly profitable concern and the demand of its yarn, due to its
high quality, was very high. The consumers of its products were

the textile mills of the country. The hosiery and handloom
factories also purchased a good portion of its products. The mill
could meet the growing demands of its yarn made by diffrent
interested quarters of the country. The government had also
been earning a lot in the form of Customs duty and other taxes.

The mill was declared closed several years back for several
reasons. Firstly, they were running with acute shortage of
running capital. Secondly, it was also facing a terrﬂ’:#g bad
relation between the man nt and the labourers; Thirdly,
they lacked the capacity to repay the loans taken from the
Agrani Bank which became Taka 16 crore 93 lakh 54 thousand
and 941. For realising this defaul amount, the A%:E.In Bank
started a case against the Calico Cotton Mills authorities in
Artha Rin Adalat”, Pabna, where it was pending for years.
Under such circumstances, the bank expressed its complete
unwillingness to grant any fresh loan in favour of the mills

Jail term for 4 Indian nationals

PANCHAGARH, Oct 4: Four Indian nationals have been
sentenced to two months simple imprisonment by a court here
on Wednesday for illegal border crossing, reports UNB.

The convicts were identified as Poalu, 30, Nuz , 40, Makbul
Hossain, 45. and Makbul Ali, 48 of Muri Khawa village in

Phashidah thana of Darjeeling district. According to the
prosecution, Bangladesh border guards arrested them when
they intruded into Bangladesh territory through Krishnakanta
Jot border in Tetulia thana on September 13. After examining
records and witnesses, first class Magistrate Jotirmoy Barmon
pronouniced the judgement.

Flood damages Aman crops

THAKURGAON, Oct 4: Flash flood caused by incessant
rainfall for the last several days inundated thousands of
ﬂ%csmms of Aman paddy fields in the low lying areas, reports
According to the Agriculture Extension Department, around
7,000 hectares of Aman paddy, 200 hectares of winter vegetables
and 40 hectares of Mashkalai have been inundated in Haripur.
Ranisankail, PlrFanj. Baliadangi and sadar upazilas. The badly
affected upazilas «re Haripur and Ranisankail. Water
Development Board sources said, the River Tangon was flowing
on Tuesday less than one metre below the danger level, The
River Nagar at Haripur and the Kulik at Ranis were
flowing almost near the danger levels. Several roads and
highways have been inundated. The flash flood has submerged
many places of the Thakurgaon-Panchagarh highway,

Ershad Shikdar's accomplice held

JHALAKATHI, Oct 4: Police arrested another associate of
Khulna's top terror Ershad Shikdar from Palbari in Sadar
thana on Thursday, reports UNB.

The arrested, identified as Khalilur Rahman, 45, confessed
to the police that he had a link with Ershad Shikdar. Khalilur,
hailing from Gagon village in Kalkati thana, used to live at
Jinnapara tn Khulna. After the arrest of Ershad Shikdar, he
left Khulna and took shelter at Palbari village. Police caught
him for his suspicious movement in the area.

BINA Dhan -6, a new variety of paddy has been evolved

recently by Bangladesh Institne of Nuclear Agriculture.
Photo shows a plot of the variety at BINA compound in
Mymensingh. — Star photo

Uplift work progressing
MANIKGANJ, Oct 4:The development work of three roads

under the Municipal Service Project is rogressing
satisfactorily in Manikganj Pourasabha, reports BgS

The development work cost Taka 17 lakh. Local Government
En%ineenng Department is lm;ilementing the project, financed
by World Bank. A total of 5.5 kilometre of the roads are being
developed under the project. More than sixty per cent work has
already been completed. Rest of work will be completed by the

current month.
Rat killing drive

BHERAMARA, Oct 4: The Rat Killing Drive '99 was launched
in Kushtia from September 27 by the Agriculture Extension
Department, reports BSS.

A discussion meeting on the importance of Rat Killing Drive
was held at Kushtia Thana Auditorium on this occasion. ut
Director. Agriculture Extension Department, Kushtia, Anwaru
Hoque was present in the discussion as the chief guest while
Thana Agriculture Officer, Kushtia was in the chair. Earlier. a
colourful procession paraded the main roads of the town.

Body recovered
NARSINGDI, Oct 4: Police recovered the body
unidentified teenaged
thana on Thursday, reports UNB.

Police said the y was found floating near Velanagar area.
However, there was no sign of injury in the hody.

Statue recovered

PANCHAGARH, Oct 4: A touchstone-made statue was
recovered from an abandoned house near Gobindagi Mandir in
Boda thana on Thursday, reports UNB.,

Acting on a tip-off, a special team of the Taskforce, led by a
strate, raided the area and dug out the statue, worth about
lakh, from the house. None was arrested. |

of an
girl from the river Haridua in Shibpur

Tk

Orientation workshop

COMILLA, Oct 4: A da}r-lnn% orientation workshop on
communication development for children and women

Er anised by the District Information Department was held in
e
reports BSS.

idwar Upazila Parishad auditorium on September 27,

Forty persons including headmasters of different
educational institutions, imams of mosques, women
representatives, NGO representatives and Ansar and VDP
leaders artjcrfﬁﬁlnd in the workshop. U a Nirbahi Officer
of Debidwar Mashiur Alam presided over the workshop.
Additional Deputy Commissioner (General) Enamul Huque
inaugurated the workshop as the chief guest. District
Information Officer Md Jasim Uddin. District Women Affairs
Officer Ferdous Akhtar, Senior Health Education Officer Abdul

Mannan and Assistant District Information Officer Md
Shahjahan spoke on the occasion.

unless they Eajd their outstanding dues.

Meanwhile, the mill area wore a completely deserted look.
For guarding the mills' property, there were only 15 Ansars who
had their duties on shift basis, but the ement
deputed none either to look after the property or to superrise the
Ansar Eﬂarda The owners seemed to be not sincere enough to
look the property.
When askui by this corresponderit, a labour leader told that
the ement had virtually lost interest in re-ompening the
mills. The ement also failed to protect the property, they
all . The high amount of bank-loan which became higher.
probably, than the total valuation of the assets might have
attributed to the loss in interest of the mills management.

‘The man t would only re-open the mills if they were
granted fresh loan of several crores of taka needed as the
running capital and also for payment of staff salaries and re
modelling machineries, they told this correspondent.

Meanwhile, its buildings became dilapidated. But such loan
was not available due to unwillingness of the Ministry of
Finance.

The government, having a share of 49 per cent, was also not
sincere in re-opening the mill. They held several meetings with
the owners. But the initiatives did not came out fruitful. But
still, it was the government which could alone re-vitalise this
profitable concern.

Meanwhile, many of the labourers, at least 10 in number,
died of starvation, many were compelled to take up alternative
profession while many others were still lying unemployed and
passing ver{ hard days.

The mill area had already turned into %razinfg ground of
cattles during day-time. It became a safer ]p ace for criminals
during night. Buildings, sorroundings walls were getting di-
lapidated. Those might collapse at any moment. The mills'
property were being stolen for want of proper care.

National

Fresh rivalry between
RU BCL factions -

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
Oct 4: Two factions of ruling
Awami League-backed Bang-
ladesh Chhatra League (BC
brought out separate pro-
cessions on the campus on
Thursday, triggering fresh ri-
valr]‘r].
The processions led by
Sakhawat Hossain Shafique
and Ehsanul Haq Pintu, presi-
dent and secretary respectively
of RU BCL, paraded the campus.

The last council of the or-

anisation was held on
ovember 27, 1997, But the cen-
tral committee could not ap-
point even president and secre-
tary because of sharp differ-
ences between Shafiq and Pintu

iy

ter about two and a half
years on March 23, 1999 the
central committee of the organ-
isation made Shakhawat
Hossain Shafique and Ehsanul
Haq Pintu president and secre-

tary respectively of the RU unit.
But its full-fledged committee
was not decl :

Now the president and secre-

tary are trying to induct their
‘blue-eyed boys’ on the commit-
tee

Before the president and sec-
retary were made the two rival
groups locked in clashes several
times, injuring a large number
of activists. Four leaders from
both the groups were stabbed
only in the last month.

Two months ago, mid rank-
ing activists of the organisation
demanded a full-fle 'j%-fd com-
mittee be elected. ey also
threatened to resign en masse.
Followmg this, rival leaders
compelled to start negotiation
to end two and a half years old
rivalry. And a full-fledged
committee was formed.
Rajshahi city Awami League
and Chhatra League leaders
brokered the 'deal’.

Incidents of piracy in
‘rivers rising alarmingly

MANIKGANJ, Oct 4: The in-
cidents of piracy in the Padma
and Jarmuna rivers are rising at
an alarming rate as the law en-
forcing agencies do not take ac-
tion against the pirates, reports
UNB.

Frequent reports of rob-
beries are reported from the
areas in the downstream, par-
ticularly Munshiganj, Daulatdia,
Aricha, Nagarbari and Kazirhat
areas.

Local alleged that the law en-
lorecing-agencies were not play-
ing their due role in tracking
down on the pirates. "They oc-
casionally conduct raids, but in
vain," Akmal Hossain. a small
trader.

Leaders of Aricha Ghat
Launch Owners' Association in
Manikganj said passengers of
the routes are gradually becom-
ing dependent on mechanised
boats for even long-route ,,Rur-
ney taking the risk of their lives.

They alleged that these
unauthorised mechanised boats
were carrying passengers defy-
ing government rules. But the
law enforcers are turning a
blind eye to them.

When asked police said they
could not keep constant vigil on
the lawbreakers for lack of lo-
gistic support and necessary
manpower.

Armed pirates swooped on a
boat in the River Jamuna near
Nolgandha vﬂ]ﬁe in Sharisabari
thana of Jamalpur district and 1
looted valuables from traders
on Saturday.

Police said a band of about
15 pirates attacked the boat,
carrying 30-32 traders and
looted about Tk 50,00 from
them in broad daylight.

The traders were going to a
Bazaar in Kazipur thana of
Sirajganj from Pingna ghat for
buying cows.

- 2.38 lakh acres of
arable land fallow

SYLHET, Oct 4 : While the
country's acreage farmland is
shrinking rapidly. some 2.38
lakh acres of arable land in
Sylhet, Sunamganj, Habiganj
and Moulvibazar districts are
left fallow, reports UNB.

By some estimates the coun-
try may have additional crops
worth over Tk 150 crore every
year by bringing the fallow land
under cultivation. -

Of the land, some 62,000
acres remain fallow in Sylhet
while 1.19 lakh acres in
Sunamganj, 34,000 acres in
HabiFan] and 23,000 acres in
Moulvibazar districts remain
follow.

When hundreds of acres of
arable land in haor areas re-
main uncultivated for lack of
irrigation facility, a vast track

of land taken lease by a section
of influential people in haor
areas are left unplanted without
reasorn.
Experts said some 3 lakh
metric tons of grains could be
roduced every year from the
ands cultivating various crops,
including paddy. wheat, maize
and jute.
ey said the government
could take a massive afforesta-
tion programme on the lands to
help protect the environment.
The government can also earn
over Tk 5 crore in revenue by
leasing out the fallow lands.
They said that if the authori-
ties concerned could take neces-
sary steps in this regard a large
number of landless people
would be able to search a new
life in farming.

Teachers assoc's
sit-1n
From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Oct 4 : Shikshak
Samity Federation, Faridpur
district unit staged a sit-in on
September 21 at DC's office
campus and handed over a
memorandum containing sev-
eral demands to him.

~ Presided over by Principal
Md Nasiruddin Ahmed Musa,
convenor of the district unit,
the meeting was addressed,
among others, by Prof Abul
Kashem, Prof Abdur Rob. Prof
Shahidul Alam, Prof Shahed
Ali, Prof Mizanur Rahman and
Prof Abul Kalam Azad,

Training for

pry teachers

A day long training course
for anarl\; school teachers
was held here at the Asha
school recently. :

To create awareness about
mental retardation among the
children, the training course
was organised by Society for the
Welfare of the Intellectually

'Disabled (SWID) and was partic-

ipated by the headmasters of 20
government primary schools
under the sadar thana.

The inaugural function of
the course was chaired by S M
Nurunnabi, vice-president of
the Faridpur unit of SWID,
Bangladesh while it was ad-
dressed, among others, by Dr
Lutfar Rahman, president of
SWID, Mia Lutfar Rahman,
Vice President, M A Baten,
General Secretary, Col (retd)
Golam Mohiuddin, Treasurer,
Prof G W H Chowdhury, organis-
ing secret of SWID and Prof
Md Shahjahan, Treasurer of
the local unit.

Memo submitted
to DC

The district wunit of
Bangladesh College Teachers
Association (BCTA) held a
mec;':tin% here in the Faridpur
Press Club premises recently.

Presided over by Nasiruddin
Ahmed Musa, district convenor
of BCTA and Principal of local
City College, the meeting was
addressed, among others, by
Vice-Principal Abdur Rob Mia,
office secretary of BCTA, Md
Nazrul Islam, assistant secre-
tary of BCTA, Prof Shahed Ali.
Vice-Principal Abul Kalam
Azad, Prof Majibur Rahman,
Prof Yunus Ali, Prof Mizanur

Rahman, Prof Nazrul Islam and

Principal -Abul Kalam Azad.

The speakers urged the gov-
ernment to meet their 15-point
and seven-point demands, oth-
erwise the BCTA will go for a
‘greater movement' to realise
their demands, they gave the
ultimatum,

Later on they submitted a
memorandum stating their de-
mands to the Deputy
Commissioner (DC].

Terrorist

arrested

A contingent of police raided
a den of terrorists and extor-
tionists at Baitulaman in the
town on September 22 and ar-
rested a notorious terrorist
identified as Touhid. 25, asso-
ciate of top terror Shahin who
was wanted in 12 criminal
cases.

Following the arrest of
Touhid his accomplices at-
tacked the police by blasting
nearly two dozens of bombs and
crackers in a bid to snatch away
Touhid from the police who
foiled their attack by firing 19
rounds of blank shots. Now
Touhid is in police custody.

Dacoities

on rise

Dacoities were committed
in the two houses, one belong-
ing to Sohrab Molla and an-
other to Abul Kalam at village
Tepurakandi in the sadar thana
recently.

According to local sources, a
gan%uf dacoits numbering eight
to 10 came in a trawler, entered
into the houses one after an-
other forcefully, tied the in-
mates, looted the houses at gun
point and decamped with the
valuables including gold orna-
ments, paddy, garlic and other
household articles worth over
Taka twenty thousand.

Thefts and dacoities have
alarminily increased here
during the rainy season. The
dacoits come in trawlers and
commit dacoities at the houses
on the river Padma, the vil-

lagers said.

s T E
v 7
- 3 =
[ . Tl
i i

-r_§: =-L_ .
'_‘_-' - |

N,

-

-

-

S "I L
' % : “""' F

X

DHAKA TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 199¢"

il Ll

related national programme.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina marking the arsenic affected tubewells at village Uttar
Gobra in the Sadar than of Gopalganj district on Saturday before inaugurating the arsenic

— PID photo

MYMENSINGH, Oct 4: At
least 25 unnatural dealths were
reported here in the month of
August.

At least 12 persons were
killed and over 50 persons were
injured in separate road acci-
dents last month. According to
police, two persons were killed
and three others were injured
near Nandail Bus Stand in
Nandail thana here on August 4
when a truck cbllided with a
tempo,

Of the victims. Salim, 20,
died on the spot and crilically
injured Mamtaj Begum, 10, died
on way to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital (MMCH).

The injured persons were
admitted to Nandail Health
Complex.

A girl identified as
Meherunnessa Laki, 5, was cur-
shed under the whels of a pick-
up at Bharaduba bus stand on
August 10.

Police said, the accident oc-
curred when a pick-up run over
the victim while she was corss-
ing the road at noon.

IN another accident two
unidentified persons were
killed and some 20 were in-
jured a Dhaka bound passenger

us from Netrokona skidded off
the road and fell into a road
side ditch at Ukilbari in Tr-
ishal thana on Dhaka-My-
rln‘lensingh highway on August

Of the injured Shamol. 30,
Momen, 40, Abdul Mannan, 30
Monjurol Hoque. 30, Shafiqul
l[alsm, 22, were admitted to
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital (MMCH] in a critical
condition.

At least two persons were
killed and 25 others injured in
a road accident on My-
mensingh-Haluaghat highway
at Gopalpur area in Tarakanda
(Phulpur) thana on August 20
night.

Police said, the accident oc-
curred when a Mymensingh
bound passenger bus from
Haluaghat, collided head-on
with a truck Eﬂmiﬂ_ﬁ from the
opposite direction Kkilling on on
the spot and injuring 26 others
at about 9 pm.

Of the injured one died on
way to MMCH.

The dead were identified as
Billal Hosaain, 15, Abdul Hye.

40, :
Ganesh Chandra Sen, 35.
Nazrul Isoam, 30, Tajuddin, 35,

' Mahbub, 20, Kader, 25, Man-
. nan, 25, Shafiqul, 20, Rashida
i and Aftab were admitted to

MMCH in a ctitical cunditjm&.
A young pine-apple trader
was killed E l"ﬂre others were in-
jured in a road accident at Old
Bust Stand area in Nandail
thana here on Ausugst 12,
According to police, the ac-
cident took place as a pine-ap-
ple laden truck from Madhupur
in Tangail to Kendua in
Netrokona district was waylaid
by a group of miscreants at
andail Old But Stand area at
dead of night, the miscreants
demanded toll from the driver
and trader. As they refused to
[)a}r the toll. the miscreants al-
egedly started beating them
mercilessly. The driver drove
the vehicle at high speed to es-
cape the attack.As the driver
lost control over steering, the
truck fell into a road side pond
killing the trader on the spot.

The victim was identified as

| Jasim Uddin, 25.

jured when

25 unnatural deaths in
Mymensingh in August

From Aminul Islam

Five other injured m&nna
were admitted to local CS.

In another incident, two per-

sons including a little girl were
killed when a tempo collided
with a truck at Jalua in Nandail
thana on st 4.

The dead were identified as
Selim, 35, and Mamata 10,

A girl identified as Rozina, 6,
was curshed under the wheels of
a bus at Bharabuba in Bhaluka
on Dhaka-Mymensingh high-
way on August 26,

Police said, the girl was
crushed when she was crossing
the road.

After the incident. the driver
tried to flee the scene, but the
people caught him red-handed
after chasing and handed over
him to police.

He was identified as Emdad
Ali, 40,

A mother was killed and her
two children were injured in a
road accident at Bhaluka Pilot
School area on st 25.

The accident occurred when
a Dhaka bound bus from My-
mensingh crushed them in the
evening, killing Mantaj m,
28, on the spot and injured two
of her children Alpana Begum,
o, and Nayan Mica , 2.

Critically injured Nayan
was admitted to MMCH.

Four persons including a
housewife committed suicide in

Aupgust. _

anesa Begum, 25, wife of
Abdul Hakim of village Joyra-
mkora in Haluaghat thana
committed suicide by taking

poison on August 9.

Critically injured Banesa
was rushed to Halu at Health
complex where the doctors de-
clared him dead. The cause be-
hind his suicide could not be
known.

Liton Mia, 22, committed
suicide by taking poision fol-
lowing a quarrel with his elder
brother over a triffle matter on

st 20.
AugI-lI‘lE was the son of Abdul
Karim of village Baualia Baju
in Bhaluka thana here .

A cloth-trader identified as
Abdul Hannan, 30, of villa
Purua in Bhaluka thana too
poison for unknown reason on

Au%lst 18.

e died at Bhaluka Thana
Health Complex soon after his
admission,

Another young man Ayub
Ali, 30, of village Gogium in
Bhaluka thana committed sui-
cide by taking poison on st
28. T?‘i’:: body was sent to CH
morgue for autopsy.

One person identified as Du-
lal, 40, was electrocuted and
another Omar Ali, 45, was in-
came in touch
with a live electric wire at a

fisheries project at village Char
Horipur in Sadar thana on
August 29

Omar Ali was admitted to
MMCH in a critical condition.
Bhaluka police recovered the

of a E'W'Dll'lﬂn from a
river on August 22,

On being informed gcnllce re-
covered the unidentified body
from the River Bajjha. She was
wearing a blouse and a petti-
coat. e body bore marks of
injury in the t.

Bhaluka lice also recov-
ered an unidentified body of a

young man, 30, from the drain
of a p tubewell at Goari vil-
lag

e.
Informed by the local people,
police rushed to the spot and re-

f

covered the on August 19.
The two fﬂs were sent to
MMCH mergue for au 3
Seven persons w:rt:med by
snake bites in two thanas here
last month.

Of the victims, six are resi-
dents of Phulpur thana and one
in 1 j thana.

The victims were identified
as Kalamiea, 24, of village
Madhupur , Rashid, 30, :
30. Mutaleeb, 28, and Hekim,
42, of village Kamaria and
Khokon, 20, of village Panihori
in Phulpur and Abul Kalam, 30
of village Singhrail in Iswar-
ganj thana.

PM's donation

for Barisal

Press Club
BARISAL, Sept 4: The Deputy
Commissioner of Barisal last
week handed over a c ue of

Taka five lakh from the Prime
Minister's fund to the President
of Barisal Press Club for the de-
velopment: of the press club
buil at Agarpur Road here,

reports

Prime Minister
Hasina while talking to the lo-
cal journalists at sal cir-
cuit house on June 12 an-
nounced a donation of Taka
five lakh for the development of
the press club. The Prime

Sheikh

., Minister also committed Taka

two lakh to Barisal district unit
of the San%akritjk Sangathan
Samannay Parishad.

The Deputy Commissioner
also handed over the cheque of
Taka two lakh to the leaders of
the Sangskritik Sangathan
Samannay Parishad.

The local journalists and the
cultural activities expressed
their gratitude to the Prime
Minister for her donations.

Erosion renders
3,000 homeless
In Sirajganj
From A Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 4: Erosion
by the River Jamuna has taken
a serious turn in the last few
dafvs following incessant rain-
fall and recession of water, ren-
dering about 5,000 people of
1,000 families homeless.

Erosion affected people of
five thanas are passing their
days almost under open sky.

Besides, the erosion has af-
fected more than 50,000 people
of 12,000 families in recent
days. According to district relief
and rehabilitation office, 6,000

eople of 1,200 families in

dar; 17,625 people of 3,525
families in Kazipur; 10,000
mplc of 2,000 families in

uchi; 16,250 people of 3,250

families in Shah ur; 13,795
geople of 2,759 lamilies in

howhali; and 1,000 le of
200 families in ll;lﬂrgnn
Pourasabha have been aflec
by the erosion during the last
two and a half months.

The government has sanc-

tioned 325.02 metric tons of re-
lief goods for the erosion af-

fected people.




