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FA & Beckham to
i

talk informally

LONDON, Oct 2: The English
Football Association con-
firmed on Friday that Manch-
ester United and England
player David Beckham would be
attending informal talks to dis-
cuss his viour on the pitch,
reports Reuters.

British newspapers had re-
ported that Manchester United
would veto the talks, but FA
spokesman Steve Double said:

t's news to us.

"There is no issue between us
and Manchester United about
the talks.”

The talks would be going
ahead, Double said.

Soccer officials have said
Beckham did not face any dis-
ciplinary action but that the FA
wanted to talk about incidents
at recenl matches.

Beckham has been booked
five times this season. includ-
ing a yellow card in Uiiited's
last uropean Champions’

ue game in Austria against
Sturm Graz when he kicked out
at an opponent.

Newspaper reports also said
on Friday Beckham had been
fined for breaking the club's
curfew by visiting a fashion
show two days before his team's
Champions' League clash with
Sturm Graz.

Beckham was fined 50.000
pounds (82,510 dollars) for at-
tending a jewellery collection
launch party with his wife,
'Posh Spice’ Victoria Adams,
newspapers said.

United declined to comment
on the fine or on newspaper re-

poris.

Better news for the club is
that annual turnover s ex-
pected to crash through the 100
million pound (185 million doi-
lar) barrier when the European
champions report results for
their treble-winning season on
Monday.

Most analysts are forecast-
ing a profit of 30-31 million
pounds before transfer and ex-
ceptional costs, up from 29.6
million pounds a year ago as
the club nets gains from its un-

precedented success at home
and abroad.

Owen 1n Villa
boss' bad
books

BIRMINGHAM. England, Oct
2: Aston Villa boss John Gre-
pory tedday labelled Liverpoo)
striker Michael Owen a "haby-
faced assassin' and believes the
teenage star gets away wilh
more than his fair share of
things on the pitch because of
his squeaky clean image, re-
ports AFP.

The Liverpool wonderboy,
who became a household name
after scoring a atnnuirg_{ F,ual in
England's World Cup defeat by
Argentina last year, came under
fire Irom Gregory ahead of to-
day's Premlership game be-
tween Liverpool and Villa.

Gregory, who already faces a
Fmtbeﬁl Association miscon-
duct charge for speaking out of
turn, said: "Owen Is a constant
irritation to opposing defend-
ers. and some people think he
gets away with quite a lot be-
cause he is this boy wonder, Mr
Squeaky Clean.

‘It is all a question of the
stze of your reputation and how
the Fuhlic perceive you.

“In the same way, Alan
Shearer escaped possible pun-
ishment for a number of years.

"Bul in comparison, some-
one like Vinnie Jones only had
to look at an opponent and the
referee would be reaching for
the yellow card. | saw Owen's
lackfe on David Weir during the
Everton glame on Monday and it
was a little naughty.”

Meanwhile, Liverpool boss
Gerard Houllier has defended

MUNICH. Oct 2
{AP): This time,
both Willilams
sisters did their
art and set up a
amily showdown
in the most lucrative tourna-
ment in the world.
Serena Williams, the US
Open champion, beat Lindsay
Davenport 6-3. 6-4 and older
sister Venus defeated top-
ranked Martina Hingis 6-2, 6-7,
9-7 in Friday, semifinals of the
6-7 million-dollar Grand Slam

Sunday's final will add 1.3
million dollars to the family
budget. with 800,000 dollars go-
ing to the winner.

It will also give Serena. at 18
one year younger than Venus,
the chance to gain her first vic-
tory in the historic sister-sister
series. She also collects 100,000
dollar bonus for her US Open
title, win or lose,

Serena and Venus became
the first sisters to meet in a
WTA Tour final when they
played at Key Biscayne, Florida.
in March, with Venus winning
6-1, 4-6, 6-4.

Venus also won their two
previous pro non-title matches,
in the second round of the 1998
Australian Open. and in the
%L;:.EFS of the 1998 [talian

They could have met in the
final of the US Open three
weeks ago, but Venus lost to
Hingis in the semis. Serena beat
Davenport in the semis and
then defeated Hingis to win the
family's first Grand Slam title.

Venus. who snapped a two-
match losing streak to Hingis,
didn't want to take her latest
success in the sisters’ bitter ri-
valry with Hingis as revenge.

"I don't believe in revenge.
No matter what happened, |
still lost at the US Open,” she

said. _
In an often electrifying

showdown between two 19-
year-olds that took 2 hours, 31
minutes, Venus relied on her big
serve and sheer power to rally
against Him?ls. who was two
points away Irom victory.

Serena had a considerabl
smoother path into the final.
winning in 73 minutes and
never looking in danger.

Venus, the defending cham-
pion. started well, firing win-
ners and dominating  the
maleh. rolling through the
opening set and seizing & 41
lead in the second.

Hingis celebrated her 19th

birthday the day before with a
visit to the OKto est, but she
said this was nnt_lhe cause of

did today. you have a little to

think about what's going to
happen in the future if you want
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at the Grand Slam Cup on October 1.

her slow start. _
"l just didn't understand in
the beginning what was hap-
pening,” Hingis said.
"It was almost embarrassing.”
The match suddenly turned
around, with Venus making
mistakes and Hingis winning
10 of 11 points in a stretch to
win four straight games and
lead 5-4. .
In the tliebreaker, Hingis
saved a match point with a vol-

ley in the tiebreaker. A fore-
hand error by Venus gave
Hingis a set point and she took
it with a brilliant passing shot,

Venus overcame a 4-1 deflcit
in the third and got to 4-4, then
dropped serve again and trailed
5-4. -

Hingis was two points away
from winning. but was unable
to serve out thech, Hingis fell
behind 0-30. On the next point,
Williams retrieved everything
Hingis fired at her.

orehand, backhand. from
one corner to the other,
Willilams chased down every-
thing. She switched momentum
at the first opportunity, sending
Hingis to a corner with a good

volley. Hingis sent a lob that

sailed long and Williams had
three match point.

She needed only one. with
Hingis sending a backhand
long.

"I was down, | didn't want to

lose.” Williams said. "l wanted
10 come out the viclor for anee.”

Hingis admitted she had
practiced little since the US

Open. "If you lose a match like |

Briton Greg Rusedski playing against Yevgeny Kafelnikov

— AFP photo

to slay in the top,” she said.

Venus, finished with 18 aces,
but also-had 12-double-faults.
Hingis had no aces, but only one
double-fault and 23 unforced
errors compared to 56 for
Venus. She now is 4-8 apainsi
Hingis.

In men’'s quarteriinals, Greg
Rusedski fired 19 aces in oust-
ing Yevgeny Kalelnikov, the
Australian Open champion, 7-
5, 7-6. Kafelnikov, No 2 in the
world, came here from Aus-
tralia, where he losl both sin-

les matches in Russia's Davis
up defeat to Australia.

Kafelnikov, who had a bye
into the quarterfinals, could
console himself with the
300.000 dollar he took home.
That included a 125,000 dollar
bonus for his Australian title.
!F:usedski picked up 325,000 dol-
ars.

Rusedski's semifinal oppo-
nent will be Andrei Medvedey,
the French Open finalist. who
beat Richard Krajicek 7-6, 6-4.
In the other semifinal, Tommy
Haas plays Tomas Enqvist.

The tournament invites 12
men and eight women with the
best records in the four Grand

Slam events ol the year, Neither -

of the two Grand Slam champi-
ons present here. Andre Agassi
and Kafelnikov, made it to the
semiflinals.

But for the first time since
Wimbledon 1992. a women's
semifinal featured the top four
players. Hingis is No 1, Daven-
port No 2, Venus Williams No 3
and her sister No 4.
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'Family feud at Grand Slam

Newcombe wants

to continue

SYDNEY, Oct 2: John
Newcombe says he wants to
continue as Australia's Davis
Cup co-captain with Tony
Roche next ‘year regardless of
the result of the final against
France in December, reports
AFP.

Newcombe said today it
would be tempting to leave the
job if Australia won the Davis
Cup but he wanted at least an-
other year to help nurture the
careers of Pat Rafter and
Lleyton Hewitt.

"It's been a long and hard six
yvears and it does take a lot of
time and energy,” Newcombe
said,

"But in my way of thinking,
there are a couple of things that
would entice me to do it for one
more year.”

Newcombe said he had some
"unfinished business” with
Rafter next year and believed
he and Roche could help the
two-time US Open winner
achieve greater goals.

The three-time Wimbledon
champion said he was also con-
vinced Hewitt was a future
Grand Slam winner and that he
wanted to make sure he devel-
oped along the right lines.

“There's a fire that burns in-

side Lleyton very de?ly and

strong.” Newrombe said,

"When vou find someone
who has that particular talent
you really need to nurture them
and bring them up the right way
to make sure that fire is always
used in a positive vein.

‘He has a very good coach in
Darren Cahill but [ think the
Influence and advice from Tony
and myself next year could help
to solidify that whole thing."

Newcombe was careful not to
raise expectations of an
Australian victory against the
French in Nice, although he
said he was optimistic.

‘I would think given that
we're playing - over there and
given the volatility of the
French crowd I rate the matches
as 50-50." Newcombe said.

“But | feel we have something
going inside the team and it's
something like a big locomotive
that's built up a head of steam
and is going to be terribly hard
to stop.”

Newcombe said the injuries
to Rafter and Mark Phili-
ppoussis injuries would be
monitored over the next two
months.

He said he was "100 per cent
hopeful” that Rafter's shoulder
wnild stand up to the strain of
playving Davis Cup.

Escude

on a roll

TOULOUSE, France. Oct 2:
Making a late bid for a berth in
the French Davis Cup tean.
Nicolas Escude beat countryv-
man Fabrice Santoro 4-6, 7-5.
6-2 Friday to gain his first
semi-final of the year in the

«mollars 400,000 Toulouse Open,
Teports AP, :

Currently ranked 80th in the
world. Escude beat the seventh-
seeded Santoro, ranked 39, af-
ter dominating top-seed Tim
Henman in the second round.

A surprisc quarter-finalist
in this year's US Open, the
Frenchman will now meet
lifth-seeded. big-serving Swiss
playver Mark Russet.

Russet came through a two-
hour three-setter against Swe-
den's Magnus Gustalsson 6-3, 3-
6. 6-3 to set up his second semii-
final of 1999 on French soil af-
ter Marseilles in February,

The Czech Republic's Daniel

Vacek eased into his fourth

semi-final of the year by brush-
ing aside American Jeff
Tarango 6-4, 6-1 and will meet
third-seed Thomas Johansson
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Russian Alina Kabaeva performing in the indvidua[ all-around event of the World
Rhythmic Gymnastics Championships in Osaka, Japan yesterday. Alina won gold.
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World Rhythmic Gymnastics

OSAKA. Oct 2: Alina
Kabaeva of Russia was awarded
her third perfect 10 points of
the year Saturday on way to her
first world rhythmic nas-
tics title in the individual all-
around event, reports AP,

Kabaeva scored a total of
39.924 points from four rou-
tines, while her closest rival,
Yulia Raskina of Belarus. tal-
lied 39.774 points for the silver
medal,

Winning. the bronze was
Russian Youlia Barsoukova,
who had 39.723 points.

Eva Serrano of France
placed fourth with 39.632

oints, followed by Ukrainian
lena Vitrichenko's 39.631.
Vitrichenko was the world's
individual overall champion in
1997.

The 23rd Rhythmic Gymnas-
tics World Championships, the
first of its kind ever staged in
Asia, serve as a qualifying
event for the Sydney Olympics
next year,

The Russians continued to
dominate by winning the group

total of 39.500 points. Greece

was second with 39466 points

and Belarus third with 39.433.
Countries that placed eighth

group event in the Olympics.
They included Japan, Germany,
Italy. Spain and France.

In addition to the eight coun-
tries, two additional teams will
be determined by the Interna-
tional Gymnastics Federation
(FIG) in consultation with con-
tinental unions.

compelition later Friday with a

or better all qualified for the

The FIG .on. Fridav an:.

Russians steal the show

nounced 19 of 24 individual
berths for the Olympics next
year, based on the results in the
preliminary round of the team
competition held Wednesday
and Thursday.

The berths included two each
from Russia. Ukraine. Belarus.
Germany and Spain. and one
each from France, Bulgaria,
Japan. Greece, Israel. %Ealy.
Poland. Hungary and Finland,

The remaining five individ-
ual berths will include one each
from Africa, the American con-
tinent. Asia, Europe and Ocea-
nia.

The announcement also-said
that men’'s artistic, women's
artistic and, for the first time in
Olympic history, the “flying
men” of trampoline will com-
pete for their tickets to Sydne
in their respective world

. championships.

The 16-year-old Kabaeva.
dancing first with the ribbon
and then with the rope, the
hoop and the ball, charmed the
audience at the Osaka Munici-
pal Gymnasium with a flawless,
acrobatic and graceful perfor-
mance.

The spectators whistled,
roared and clapped hands
throughout each time Kabaeva
danced with a skillful handling
of the apparatus.

When the Russian star re-
ceived the rarely given perfect
mark for her last routine with
the ball, her specialty, a long
ovation followed.

It was Kabaeva's second gold
in the championships. She
shared a team victory on Friday
with her fellow Russians. On

Games,

her way to that triumph,
Kabaeva scored 10 points for
her role with the ball.

She had done the feat ear-
lier. with her winning perfor-
mance as the defending cham-
pion at the European Champi-
onships in May at Budapest.

“I'm_ totally satisfied with
my dperfurmance today. and I'm
glad that [ was able fo win the

gold.” said a jubilant Kabaeva.

"Before mdy last routine with
- the ball, I did some image train-
ing, telling myself that [ can do
it better and nicer for the big ti-
tle.” she said. "That helped me, |
guess, and 1 got the 10 points
and the gold."

“After Sydney? Well, I would
like to return to the Olympics in
2004, depending on my health
and fitness at the time."
Kabaeva declared.

There are five different hand
apparatus used in rhythmic
wymnastics — ropes. oops,

alls, clubs, and ribbons. Four
of them are used in the individ-
ual competitions, one at a time.

The group competitions in
Osaka included one routine per-
formed only with five pairs of
clubs for five gymrfasts in each
group, and another routine
performed with a combination
of two hoops and three ribbons.

Six more individuzl and
£roup competitions take place
on Sunday, the final day of the
six-day event,

Osaka, Japan's largest in-
dustrial complex located near
the ancient. capital of Kyoto, is

bidding for the 2008 lympic

Doping

ATHENS, Oct 2:

"ﬁi} Athletes should be
""ﬁ . ineligible to com-

Scpilnisng 2wns pete in future
'3 Olympics unless

. they carry a "dop
Ing passport’ proving they have
undergone regular out-of-com-
petition drug tests, an Olympic
athletes' group said Saturday,
reports AP.

The International Olympic
Committee executive board.
meanwhile, endorsed proposals
lor 15 athletes to be appointed
as members of a reformed 10C.
The 1OC athletes' commis-

measures to fight performance-
enhancing drugs.

Commission member
Johann Olav Koss, the
Norwegian speed skater who
won three gold medals at the
1994 Lillehammer Games, said
all Olympic athletes should
carry a "doping passport” re-
quirinF them to be available for
out-ol-competition controls
365 days a year.

The passport would be
stamped each timme the athlete is
tested. Details would be for-
warded to a new international
anti-doping agency, which

passport' sought

year's Sydney Games, but the
project would only go into full -
effect in time for the 2004
Summer Games in Athens.

"The goal is to have tes of
at least 20,000 athletes before
Athens,” Koss said. "In 2004,
you will need to have a pass-
porl. or you will not be able to
participate.”

Thre Fasapnrt initiative
emerged from a working group
of the 10C 2000 commission, a
special panel studying a series
of reforms in the wake of bid-
ding and doping scandals.

Owen over his yellow card fol- _
lowing a bad tackle on Weir in
the Merseyside derby at Anfield

on Monday.

American Venus Williams in action
Switzerland at the Grand Slam Cup in

against world number one¢ Martina Hingis of

Munich on October 1.

— AFP photo

from Sweden who struggled to
subdue Anthony Dupuis 6-7 (5-
7). 6-3, 6-4 in 2 hours and 10
- minutes. ;

sion met with the executive
board Saturday to push for a
bigger role in the running of the
| Olympics and press for stronger

would keep records of who had
been tested. where and when.

If approved. pass
start to be issued before next

rts would

Another central proposal of
the reform
ment of 15 athletes to the 10C,
wits formally backed Saturday
by the executive board. :

panel, the appoint-
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(All programmes are in
local time. The Daily Star
will not be responsible
lor any change in the pro-
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Headlines 6:30 World
Living: The Travel Show
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7:00 Comedy:
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" 9:00 Sci-Fi Zardoz 11:00

Bhaskar Ghose Show 1:00
Sunday Best : Qut To Sea
(12) 1:30 Thriller : The
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Thriller: The Hard Way
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Naat/Warzish 8:20 Car-
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News 8:50 The World
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In Regional Lang 2:30
News in Hindi 2:40 News
in English 2:50 Feature
Film In Regional Lan-
guage 4:30 Feature Film
in Hindi 7:30 Samachar
8:00 Bhagwan Se
Poonchu Ki Khuda Se 8:30
Meerabai 9:00 Samachar
9:30 News 10:00 TBA

SONY TV

7:30 Aatma 8:00
Rushiprasad 8:30
Ramayan 9:30
Chartbusters 10:15 Live-
drd AIWA Test Cricket
Day-4- Sri Lanka Vs
Australia 6:00 Hum Sab
Ek Hain 6:30 Boogie
Woogie 7:00 CID
Dismembered Hand Pi-2
7:30 Ramavyan [*Arun
Govil, Dipika) 8:30 Cine
Prime Film: Zanjeer
(Amitabh, Jaya Bhadluri,
Pran) 12:30 Hilights- 3rd
AIWA Test Cricket Day-4-
Sri Lanka Vs Australia
1:00 Saaya 1:30 Star Yaar
Kalakar "Gust (Game
Show On Songs) 2:30
Chuartbusters (Trailer
Show] 3:00 The Popadum
Show 3:30 Cine- Nite
Hindi Feature Film: Dost
Garibon Ka

LEETV

6:00 Yaadon Ki Pal (B/W
Songs) 8:30 Zee News &
Zee Business 7:00 Bhakti
Songs 7:30 Jagran 8:05

Gudgudee 8:30 Disney
Hour Cartoons 9:30 Shree
Krishna 10:30 Mahabhart
11:30 Vijﬁg Jyoti 12:00
Crossfire 1 :36 Bournvita
Quiz Contest 1:00
Whirpool MOM Contest
1:30 Fist Take On/Chalo
Cinema 2:00 Hum

Paanch 2:30 Hello

Friends 3:00 Suniye Zee
Suniye Zee (Dhak Ghar)
3:30 Hindi Feature Film:

6:30 Ek Nazar 7:00 Disney
Hour Cartoons 8:00
Thums Up- Public De-
maiicd VJ Roshan Abbas &
Kanakshana 8:30 TVS-
Saregama 9:30 Tarkash
10:00 Rishtey Saathi
11:00 Marno Ya Na Mano
11:30 Naya Zamana 12:00
Raahein 12:30 Gubbare
1:30 Waarish 2:00 Zee
News 2:30 Zee Arabia 3:00
Hindi Film [B/W)]

DD METRO

7:00 Boot It Compuler
7:158 Gurubani Sagar 7:45
Business Weekend 8:30
Serial: Shiv Mahapuran
9:30 Dil Dariva 10:00
Akhir Kaun 10:30 Show
No 1 11:30 Discev Club

12:00 Computer Show
1:00 Kuch Baatein Kuch
Ganee 1:30 Ayur In Style
2:00 Lucky Seven 2:30
=aranga 2:85 Urdu News
3:05 Tele Shopping 3:30
Hindi Film 7:30 Mirich
Masala 8:00 Public Hasti
Film Masti 8:30 Ajnabi
(Serial)] 9:00 Yeh Ish
Nahin Aasan 8:30 Avwa
Number 10:30 Cross Fire
11:00 India This Week
Business 11:30 Sunehari
Yaadein/Yeh Cafe 12:00
Asha Parekh Show 12:30
UGC Prog

AXN ACTION TV

8:00 Extremists 8:30
Planel Ex 9:00 Play Life
9:30 Nightman-Il Book of
the Dead 10:30 Water
Rats-1 11:30 Farscape
12:30 Profiler-il 1:30
Highlander Raven 2:30
MOVIE: Dogwatch 4:30
Knights & Wamors 5:30
Planet Ex 6:00 Very
Radical 6:30 Nightman
7:30 Total Recall 8:30
Very Radical 9:00 Planet
Ex 9:30 AXN Western
Specials Movie- Arnold

Schwarzenegger-Red Heat
11:30 Movie-Rolling
Thunder 1:30 Nightman-

Il Book of the Dead 2:30
Total Recall 3:30 Very

Radical 4:00 Who Dares

Wins 4:30 Exremists 5:00

Xtreme Sports 5:30 Silk

Stalking 11l 6:30 Water
Rats-I Eye Witness 7:30
Highlander 11

DD INT'L

9:30 Opening & News in
English 9:45 Business
Plus 10:00 Chitrahar
(Meet the Filin Star) 10:30
Asian AM 11:00 Light
Music 11:18 Suravi
(Renuka Sahani) 11:45
Gul Gulshan Gulfam
(Serial)] 12:18 Bharat
Samachar (News in
Hindi) 12:30 India File
1:00 Hindl Filin Show
5:30 Mythological Serial;
Shiv Mahapuran 10:00
Special Events- Ayee Wa-
ten Tere Liea (Film Stars
Stage Show)

CARTOON NETWORK

5:30 World Famous Toons
6:30 .Jatsons 7:00 Flint-
stones 7:30 The Popeye
Show 8:00 Scooby &
Scrappy D 8:30 Cave Kids
9:00 Big Bag 10:00 Time-
less Tales 10:30 The De-
tective Squad 11:30
Dynomutt 12:00 Tom &
Jerry Show 12:30 Bugs &
Draffy 1:30 Addams Fam-
ily 2:00 Dumb & Dumber
2:30 The Real Adventure
ol Jhonny Que 3:00
Goober & The Ghost
Chasers 3:30 Casper and
the Angles 4:00 Goldie
Gold and Action Jack
4:30 The Detective Squad
5:30 Dexter s Laboratory
6:00 Tom & Jerry Kids
6:30 Bugs & Dralfy Show
7:30 Johnny Bravo 8:00
Two Stupid Dog 8:30

Scooby Doo Where Are
You 9:00 The Popeyee
Show

HOME TV

8:00 Club 700 9:00 Action
Drama 9:08 Cartoon 9:45
A King of-Magic 10:00 Ga
Mere Man Ga 11:00 Hip
Hurray 11:30 Cafe 18
12:00 First Cut 12:30
Bolywood Reporter 1:00
Khbhr Udnan 1:30 Amma
& Family 2:00 Panther
2:30 Matinee Show 3:00
Zaban Sambhal Ke 3:30
Documentary 5:30 Aao
Aais Karen 6:30 Tele
shopping Network 7:00
Holy Wood Hungama 7:30
High Five 8:00 Dunia Gol
Hai 8:30 Popularly Yours
8:00 Jaane Kya Tune Kahi
9:30 Panther 10:00
Amma & Family 10:30
Aap Ke 5itare 11:00 First
cut 11:30 Hagqugat 12:00
Malinee shows 12:30 Ga
Mere Mann Ga

ALPHA TV

12:00 Aashiana 12:30
Stirir Patra 3:00 Ebar
Jombe Mawja 3:30 Shesh
Prashna 4:00 Karz 4:30
Andolon 5:00 Hum Aapke
Hai Who 5:30 Monihaar
6:00 Aalap 6:30 Kee
Darun 7:00 Mohinaar
7:30 Ebar Jombe Mawia
8:00 Shesh Prashna B:;]O
Andolon 9:00 Hum
Aapke Hai Who 9:30 Teen
Bhubaner Paarey 12:00
Monihaar 12:30 Namaste
India 1:00 Aashiana 1:30
Khana Khazana 3:00 Ten
Kanya 4:30 Aalap 5:00
Kee Darun 8:30 Andaz
6:00 Jee Sahab 6:30
Launch 7:30 News In
Bengali 8:00 Zee Jalsa
10:30 Shakha Prosakha
11:00 News in Bengali
11:30 Namaste India



