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Wise Counsel on
CHT Accord

RESIDENT Shahabuddin Ahmed has for the

first time shared his thoughts on the CHT peace
accord with the nation. While highlighting the
concessions contained in the CHT peace accord for
reconciliation the President said just as in
Northern Ireland where some quarters are opposed
to the Good Friday Agreement so have we got ele-
ments here who do not see eye to eye with the CHT
peace accord. What he obviously means is that
dissent happens to be a natural part of the process
of peace-making, so that it need not be viewed as
any serious impediment to it. In fact, we should not
be discouraged by it.

The President is not being subjective with his
argument. On the contrary, he has seen the dissent
in an objective light suggesting that it does not
have to be listlessly acrimonious and unpro-
ductive. He argues that the Chittagong Hill
Tracts is 5,500 square miles in area with a
population of 10 lakhs only, inclusive of both
tribals and non-tribals, so that there cannot be
any dearth of accommodation for anyone. Only the
Land Commission will have to do its job properly
and expeditiously to make that possible to the
satisfaction of concerned. Secondly, the law passed
through the Parliament to establish the CHT
Regional Council and the amendments made to the
laws on the three Hill District Councils are not the
last words. These being 'general laws' can be
amended by a simple majority, but such an
amendment ought to be the result of a consensus
forged in the true spirit of peace-making. Besides,
this could help obviate reopening of any settled
issue,

S0, the President has, in effect, made an appeal
to the tribals and the opposition for their coopera-
tion in implementing the peace accord. The tribals
need to close their ranks in an impregnably uni-
fied approach to its implementation. "The opposi-
tion, for their part, should pay heed to the Presi-
dent's independent evaluation on the question
marking a departure from the sweeping remarks
they have been making about government's alleged
sell-out. Let them mentally take a leaf from the
pages of peace treaties signed elsewhere in the re-
cent times to rationalise their stance on the CHT

accord,
Why This Hartal?

WHEN this paper reaches the readers today, the
opposition-sponsored dawn-to-dusk hartal
will have been on. This time they are seeking to
expedite the ouster of an incompetent, corrupt,
fascist and autocratic government which is
subservient’ in terms of protecting the country's
independence and sovereignty”.

Vague and unfocused as their demand appears,
we actually see no logic in this action. "Hartal
should be a civic protest of 'last resort’, which is
being used as a protest of the ‘'first resort'. By taking

recourse to hartal too often, we think the
opposition is trivialising the very concept of it.
Given the country's fragile economy and, more im-
portantly, the pronounced vacillation among op-
position leadership on the question of ‘issues’, this

hartal, like the previous ones, is not simply justi-
fiable.

. This paper has always questioned the logicality
of hartals, especially the way successive opposi-
tion parties have gone about it over the years, in-
flicting inconvenience on the citizens and colossal
damage to the economy. The BNP-led alliance, at
this point of time, appears to be clinging to any-
thing and everything as a pretext for calling coun-
trywide shutdowns. First it was for the CHT treaty,
then for transhipment, then for the removal of the
Chief Election Commissioner and now it is for the

resignation of this government. Which issue are we
to take seriously?

Once again, we would like to reiterate our
opposition to hartal. We would like to believe
that the opposition political leaders do want
the socio-economic well-being of the country.
However, the course they have taken,
confrontational and destructive as it is, does not
speak of good intentions. A strategy that benefits
neither the people nor the country nor even the
proponents themselves is obviously devoid of any
virtue. We earnestly hope that the opposition
leadership would realise that, renounce politics of

hartal, and instead concentrate on issues of public
interest,

Congrats to Guenter Grass

rejoice in the fact that Guenter Grass has
received this year's Nobel Prize for literature.
This brilliant German writer has to his credit the
resurrection of German literature in the post-war
era. The 71-year-old humanist litterateur has
lifted the spirit of his nation like the phoenix
from the rubbles of Germany. But he is conscious
about the devastations wrought by the Nazis and
politely apologises for their misdeeds and at the
same time takes the rap on the shoulders of Ger-
mans. Grass has tried to rejuvenate the whole na-
tion as well as German literature. He is afraid that
Germany may stray again and at the same time
he is confident that "It can't be that my children
and grand-children will have to suffer under the
stigma of being German." He has hopes in the fu-

ture generation and expects that 'these late-born
children also have a share of the responsibility for

ensuring that such things — even their strings —
never happen in Germany again'. The Nobel
academy said "The Tin Drum" gave German litera-

ture "a new beginning after decades of linguistic
and moral destruction”.

We are particularly delighted at his success be-
cause we have seen this radical humanist from

very close quarters when he visited Bangladesh in
December 1986. He has done us proud.

We wish him. healthy life and continuing cre-
ativity.

_

F\DR decades, the UInited
States government has
been lecturing the or
nations around the world on
what to do and what not to do.
We ought to know! adesh
has been on the receiving end of
such lectures almost since its
independence in 1971.

e advice comes free with

foreign aid and loans. Of
course, small, r countries —
like Bangladesh — that depend

on the money borrowed Irom
the United States and other US-
backed international organisa-
tions don't have the luxury of
ignoring its advice. Otherwise,
like tycoon dealing with a
never-do-well heir, it will cut
them off from any future aid.

But the question is, does the
US government practice what it
preaches? At least two recent
episodes can point to the hypo-
critic nature of Its behaviour.
Take, for example, the case of
the IMF. The United States is
usually the first to insist that
developing countries should toe
the IMF line and follow its ad-
vice. For reasons known, these
countries don't have the luxury
of throwing IMF advice into the
dumpster. Now, when it comes
to the case of the US, does the
government follow IMF pre-
scriptions?

Every year IMF Chief Michel

TAGGERED general elec-
tions in India end today
with last of the five-phase
voting-casting that began on
September 5 last. This possibly
would be one of the most acri-
monious war of words among
leading political figures India.
Seldom in the history of inde-
Egndf:nt India an election has
en fought with so much mud-
slinging and calumny. It is
partly due to the fact that polls
are being held quite frequently
and these snap elections are
putting tremendous pressure on
political parties to score their
points over o nents.

Additionally, the mid-term
elections cause strain on the
economy and result in public
apathy towards the political
system, and consequently,
politicians seek to blame their
rivals for the situation. Hence
are the allegations and counter-
allegations both at political
and personal levels. The situa-
tion is further aggravated when
experienced and elderly public
figures are involved in it. The
latest one brings three very se-
nior politicians — Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee, his
senior ministerial nuﬁeague Lal
Krishna Advani in one hand,
and elderly opposition leader
and chilef minister of the left-
ruled West Bengal Jyoti Basu on
the other. They are engaged in a
controversy which neither is
keen to relent. -

Mr. Vajpayee has sought
apology from Mr. Basu for
calling powerful home minister
and an influential leader of the
ruling BJP Mr. Advani a
“criminal”™ linking his role to

AY in and day out, some
knuwledgﬂa_blt experts
both in Pakistan and in
India, are holding forth on the
stated Indian nuclear doctrine
and what the Pakistani
response should be. From the
muted response it has exacted
from the west, it is clear that

the Indians have not stirred .

any hornet's nest, on the
contrary there seems to be
grudging acceptance of the real-
ity that a nation that has five to
six times more people below the
poverty line than the entire
population of Pakistan, will di-
verlt enormous resources to be-
come nuclear in an increas-
ingly de-nuclearized world. Un-
like for North Korea, there is no
hint of India being accorded the
“rogue nation” status for hold-
ing the world’s cynosure in ut-
ler mntthL

Part ol the fears of an
“Islamic bomb” stems from the
fundamentalist label accorded
to the more conservative Mus-
lims because of the tenacity of
Islamists in battle in both the
Afghan and later the Chech-
nyan war, mainly due to their
unflinching faith in God and
their religion. thus causing
them to accept death in battle,
Shahadat, as a blessing. The
west particularly the US, is ap-
Frehensive about their capacity
or harm if they should lay
their hands on nuclear
weapons. Frankly, the likes of
motivated Shamyl Basayev,
admirable though he is, is
enough to scare anyone.

All religions have funda-
mentalists, the Hindu kind is

__g_(_z_tice What You Preach

It would be an ugly scar on the face of one of the world's richest nations and one that rn;:finely calls
on others to meet their international obligations. The US ought to pay what it owes to the UN.
Completely, immediately, and without strings.

Camdessus meets with Alan
Greenspan, the Chairman of
the Federal Reserve Bank in the
US, and coaches him on inter-
est rate policy. Time and again
in recent years, the IMF has
asked the Federal Reserve to
raise the interest rates in order
to control inflation, Time and
again. Alan Greenspan has
simply nodded politely and, for
most part, left interest rates
alone. At key junctures over
the past few years, the IMF has
urged the US monetary authori-
ties to move in one direction
and the Federal Reserve Bank
has headed in the other.

Last week, a front-page story

in The Wall Street Journal
chronicled instances where the
Federal Reserve Bank ignored
the advice of the IMF. For ex-
ample, take July 1997, just
weeks after the ai baht col-
lapsed and eventually led to a
full-fledged global financial cri-
sis, the IMF advised the US
government to follow a restric-
tive monelary policy by raising
interest rates in order to fore-
stall inflation. The Federal Re-
serve Bank rejected their coun-

India’s Last-phase Polls

sel and kept interest rates
itel?dy for more than a year and
all:

Again, in August 1998, when
Russia devalued the rouble and
defaulted on its domestic debt,
sending financial markets into
panic, the IMF insisted that a
tight monetary policy is neces-

sary in the US.
eral Reserve Ban

ain, the Fed-

paid no at-
tention. IMF prescriptions fell
on deaf ears. As the article in
The Wall Street Journal com-
ments, "... Camdessus to
Greenspan to trash can".

But if US policy makers dis-
regard the IMF's advice so ol-
ten. why is it usually the first to
insist that the
should abide by any directive
coming down from the IMF's
Washington office? The percep-

r courntries

tion among many US policy
makers is that the steps that
IMF recommends are almost

uniformly bad. Now if IMF can't
give sound advice to the US,
what hope is there for the poor
countries that count on the
IMF's steady hand?

Another example of the

double standard among US pol-
icy makers relate to the pay-
ment of its arrear dues to the
United Nations.

Nobody much likes deadbeat
parents, and nobody should.
People who refuse to support
the children they conceive are
abdicating their moral, familial
and financial responsibilities.
In its relationship with the
United Natioris, the US is also a
notorious deadbeat, and the
abdication of its responsibility

- count of

is equally abhorrent.

Ever since the mid-]1980s.
the US has been attaching
strings to its UN payments or
refusing to pay in full on ac-
various grievances
with the world body. The UN
calculates that the US owes the
organisation some 1.6 billion
dollars in back dues. interest
ard other assessments.

Withholding the payment of
bills is an extremely ineffective
— not to say unjust — way for
the US or any other country to

exercise influence at the UN.

The new US envoy at the UN.
Richard Holbrooke, is a diplo-
e's
to have much clout at
the UN if the country he repre-

mat of proven ability, but
not goin

sents refuses to pay its bills.

On the contrary. this defiant
stinginess generates resentment
by nations — many of them
much poorer than the US —
that do pay what they owe even
though they (like the US) may
not like all the decisions the UN
makes.

The irony is that, even as it
continues to renege on its UN
payments, the US is calling on

It is possible that the next parliament will be a hung one, if Congress recovery in the last rounds of

the votling proves more than what was anticipated.
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“Babrl Mosque” issue. But Mr.

Basu has refused to oblige, say-

ing the acts of Mr. Advani war-
ranted this expression. Earlier,
ruling National Democratic Al-
liance (NDA) leader Mr. Pramod
Mahajan of BJP and Mr. George
Fernandes of the Samata party
— both senior ministers in the
current caretaker government
— made such remarks against
main opposition leader Mrs.
Sonia Gandhi. The newspapers
termed them “shameful” and

ond an iota of decency. Mr.
Mahajan said that if [talian-
born Sonia Gandhi can become
a leader and prime minister in
India, then Ms. Monica
Lwenisky could also become the
head of government in India.
The parallel between the two
was drawn obviously centring
NDA’s constant harping that
Ms. Gandhi's foreign origin
should not quality her to adorn
high office in India.

Mr. Fernandes had gone a
step further, saying Sonia has
only one contribution to India
- lucing two children out of
Indian Rajiv Gandhi, her slain

husband and former prime

minister of India. Some
Congress leaders retorted by
cornmenting on the lairness of
the "bachelorhood” of PM Vaj-

payee and insinuatéed that he

may not have a clean personal
life. All these were not only of
bad taste but also hitting much
below the belt which were not
seent at this kind of unhealthy
magnitude earlier in election

camg:aj in India.

vidently, nobody in his
right mind can approve of this
since political issues should
have been used to pin down ri-
vals, particularly before the
polls. If the Vajpayee govern-
ment seeks to cash in on the
success over the Kargil conflict
and opposition alleging that
government is unduly trying to
cxtIracf benglts out of this, it is
only a usual practice. si-
tion's contention that 1(1?51:;v-

ernment might have also com-

Vajpayee is seeking votes from
Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh,
from where he won twice. He
also lost here in the past, and
also contested from other areas
like Gwalior and capital New
Delhi.

Sonia Gandhi is making her
debut in the electoral fray and
is a candidate from two con-
stituencies — Amethi in Uttar
Pradesh and Ballery in south-
ern Karnataka. Balloting has
already taken place in the for-
mer. In Amethi, it takes place
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promised security environment
of the country to an extent by
“ignoring® the “Kargil™ crisis
during the initial period just 1o
gain electoral benefits. Mr. Vaj-
payee s denial also forms part
of this pattern. The tendency of
character assassination has
certainly crossed all limits.

In other words, this could be
A measurement of the bitterness
and the belligerence with which
the election is being fought. To-
day's last round of the polls,
however, will decide the fate of
two main players — the incum-

-bent prime minister and main

challenger Sonia Gandhi. Mr,

today. All eyes will now be set
on the outcome of the elections
which will begin to pour in
from October 5.

Two main issues of interest,
revolving the elections. are evi-
dent whether the NDA retains
power as Fredit:ted by most
opinion polls despite the fact
that the opposition called such
lorecast as mostly designed to
influence 1he voters. Secondly,
will Mrs. Sonia Gandhi person-
ally romp home with victories,
and if so, whether from both the
seats and with margin? That

Mr. Vajpayee and most of the

prominent leaders are likely to

Nuclear Fears?

win is a foregone conclusion;
but Mrs. Gandhi's case is differ-
ent because she is fighting elec-
tion for the first time and that
too in an atmosphere generally
believed to be favouring the
NDA. More importantly, her
own success {s linked with the
influence of India's most fa-
mous political dynasty. She
may do well in both seats. It
was earlier thought that the
NDA, riding the crest of popu-
larity over the “Kargil™ issue
and some other factors like op-
position’s failure to form an
alternative government follow-
ing bringing down the Vajpayee
government by a single vote in
April, would easily secure abso-
lute majority which is more
than 273 seats in the 543-seat
Lokshaba. -

But the Congress spared no

~ efforts to turn the table on the

opponents as time passed in the
campaign, and in the process,
the difference has been nar-
rowed. Now it is assumed that
the NDA will be able to secure a
bare majority with around 280
seats whereas its tally was pro-
jected as nearly 300 or even
more, The BJP, main con-
stituent of the NDA, is expected
to remain the single-largest
party and it strength may re-
main mnore or less the same.
The Congress’'s strength is ex-
pected to improve from previous
140 and it and allies like
AIADMK and Rastriya Janata
Dal may secure between 180-
190 seats. Some of the allies of

Aman.g the many worries that should affect this nation is pnssﬁ.aie nuclear holocaust and the
capacity to deal with it. We must face upto realities sooner rather than later in the face of the
. knowledge that the geriatric Indian leadership is capable of adventure.

not only the most virulent but
concentrated in a far smaller
area, thereby maybe escapin
attention, but not its potentia
for lethality. More than in
other religion of the world, its
hatred for other religions is
only surpassed by its brutal
suppression of its own low.
caste. Such are these people
that they could raze an Islamic
icon like the Babri mosque to
the ground with their bare
hands on the plea that many
hundreds of years ago a temple
to Ram Elﬂﬂlﬁr in the same given
place. Given the fact that the
only country -in the world has
ongoing conflict, whether
openly or in clandestine fash-
ion. with almost all of its
neighbours, one can feel con-
cerned about their capacity to
do mischief in the region and
even beyond to the extent of the
range of their missiles. After
all, when their stated enemy is
Pakistan and it has developed
the Prithvi as Pakistan-spe-
cific, whr' is Agni with a far
more ballistic capacity, on the
launching pad? Not only Pak-
istan but the entire region (and

beyvond)} has reason to fear In-
dia’s long-term ambitions to es-
tablish hegemony. the west is
playing into Indian designs by
mouthing barely audible mur-
murs of protest.

While Pakistan’'s nuclear
doctrine is not difficult to an-

the geriatrics who presently

nunciate, what really matters is
that we establish credible con-
trols, in particular the pro-
jected Nuclear Commmand Au-
thority (NCA) with not only ad-
equate checks and balances
against both adventurers and
madmen but capable of an ade-

uate nuclear response in the
ace of a possible attack. That
credibility will act as the deter-
rent which can prevent nuclear
war, not that one has.any great
confidence in the ambitions of

rule India and on the basis ol
exit polls in the Indian elec-
tions, will continue to do so
into the new millennium.
These are bitter frustrated old
men, forced to compromise
their beliefs in allying them-
selves with regional parties to
obtain power. Their hatred for
Muslims and to a lesser degree
Christians, is based on the
many hundred vears of rule,
first by various Muslim poten-
tates and then by the British
monarch. What to talk about
the brutal murders of both
Muslims and Christians, they

Ikram'SeaI writ fro Karachi

hardly show remorse when
their own untouchables, like
the Dalits, come to grief at the
hands of their fanatic follow-
€rs.

In such circumstances, what
is being done in military circles
can hardly be discussed in
newspaper columns but what
can be done by civilian author-

ity should not only be discussed

but also disseminated with
pgreat urgency to all the citizens
of their country. At the mo-
ment our civilian population

has no any knowledge about the

effects and consequences of nu-
clear war, both immediate and
long-term. ©Our own leaders
have not an iota of knowledge
of the means to secure and pro-
tect against nuclear holocaust,
neither how to handle the af-
termath of such disaster. And
even if they had the knowledge,
what about the facilities? In
fact. we should immediately in-
corporate a comprehensive na-
tional plan to cope with both
natural and man-made disas-
ter, with special emphasis on
possible nuclear attack,

whether planned or even acci-
dental,

Such a national plan should
first make it mandatory to have
adequate bomb shelters capable
of withstanding nuclear attack
on large Eﬂpulatinn centres.
Such bomb shelters may be
large enough not only to ac-
commodate people but to be able
to house them for an extended
periods of time against radia-
tion, obviously designed to
ward off not only nuclear ex-
plosions but also nuclear radi-
ation. There must be stored
water as well as adequate sew-
erage facilities along with inde-
pendent stand-by electric gen-
ération equipment, oxygen
making machinery and medi-
cal facilities capable of treating
nuclear trauma and radiation
burns. Obviously a large num-
ber of medical and para-medi-
cal staff have to know how to
deal with the effects of both nu-
clear blast and subsequent ra-
diation. To conserve water, ed-
ible items and other scarce re-
sources. local policing authori-
ties have to be earmarked from
the Local Bodies to prevent ar-
son, loot and rioting in the face
of scarcity. Local Bodies have
lo be trained and activated to
prevent disaster turning into
anarchy.

The fact remains that al-
most none of ous hospitals. ex-
cept possibly partly the mili-

the UN to do more. Last week,
in his address to the 45th
meeting of the General Assem-
bly. President Clinton urged the
world body s member-states to
strengthen their ability to pre-
vent the kind of ethnic slaugh-
ter that has afflicted far away
places like Kosovo and East
Timor.

There are {aint signs that the
US Congress is facing up to its
responsibilities. At the urging
of the White House. the Senate
has voted to send the UN a
cheque for 800 million dollars.
although several strings are at-
tached to it. The House of
Representative has yet to act on
the UN funding bill.

It is neither unusual or un-
fair for organisations to expel
members that, for one reason or
another, refuse to pay their
dues. Thus. the UN General
Assembly would be perfectly
within its rights to strip the US
of its vote there unless it makes
a good-faith payment on what it
owes.

But it would be an ugly scar
on the face of one of the world's
richest nations and one that
routinely calls on others to meet
their international obligations.
The US ought to pay what it
owes to the UN. Completely,
immediately, and without
strings.

the BJP like the DMK and the
TDP — both in the southern In-
dia — may get more seats than
last elections. If this assess-
ment is broadly right, then it
appears that both the main po-
litical parties — BJP and
Congress — will gain. But at
whose expense?

Clearly. the parties outside
the two alliances led by two par-
ties will receive a jolt and these,
mostly the centrists and left-
ists, forming the "third force”
may suffer by getting around 80
seats from nearly 100. Con-
gress's position will certainly
improve in states like UP where
it drew a total blank in 1998 but
it may suffer badly in Maharas-
tra. BJP will secure less seats in
UP but may gain in the south
and also in Bihar. The bastions
of leftists in West Bengal and
Kerala are likely to remain un-
affected but centrist secular
Samajwadi Dal and BSP will
definitely see their strength
coming down in the UP which

sends maximum 85 MPs to the
Lokshaba.

However, these are all
within the realmm of assess-
ments and speculations, based
on certain indicators. It is pos-
sible that the next parliament
will be a hung one, if Congress
recovery in the last rounds of
the voting proves more than
what was anticipated. The NDA
could alsoc be comfortably

laced by sound majority if the
ate swing by the main opposi-
tion's bid to regain the ground
remains less than expected. But
an NDA ascendancy seems on
the card despite the waning
margin.

tary, know how to deal with
nuclear radiation burns. Are
there any medical teams pre-
designated -and equipped for
any disaster, what to about
nuclear holocaust? Which of
our buildings have nuclear-safe
bomb shelters, even the new
much-touted "Mera Ghar”
scheme has no built-in facilit

to handle disaster of any kincﬁ
Is there any contingency plan to
check law and order situation
leading to anarchy? For that
matter even our Armed Forces
have cursory knowledge of
Atomic. Biological and Chemi-

cal (ABC) warfare, little more-

than at the rudimentary level.
As such a nuclear strike will
not create such damage and
havoc as the chain reaction of
devastation that it may trigger
olf because of lack ol knowl-
edge, equipment, training, etc to
handle the situation.

Among the many worries
that should affect this nation is
possible nuclear holocaust and
the capacity to deal with it. We
must [ace upto realities sooner
rather than later in the face of
the krnowledge that the geri-
atric Indian leadership is ca-
pable of adventure, at least until
the Indian populace finds them
out to be the megalomaniacs
they are, interested only in
perpetuating Hindutva over the
region instead of ameliorating
the economic misery of their
masses. We have not only to
keep our guard up so as to act as
a deterrent but to be able to
salve the wounds of the special
nuclear kind.

JU student fast

Sir, 1 strongly disagree with
the statement of Dr. Kamal
Hossain reported in the DS of
September 28, in which he
sup]];orted the fast of students
at the Jahangirmagar University
in protest against the en-
hancement of admission fees.
He is said to have stated that it
Is the responsibility of the state
to bear the educational ex-
enses of its citizens. The
nstitution says that the state
is to adopt effective measures
for extending free and compul-
sory education to all children
‘to such stage as may be de-
termined by law."

After vears of striving, gov-
ernment has never even re-
motely approached its goal of*
provi neﬁ] ree cPrimanr educa-
tion to children. In its pre-
sent economijc condition, free
higher education in Bangladesh
is a luxury which the nation
cannot afford. In fact, I consider
that higher education is one of
the biggest social injustices in

Bangladesh. Some years ago, a
World Bank survey placed
Bangladesh near the top in the
world for the amount ol educa-
tion budget spent on higher ed-
ucation (72 per cent). Another
earlier survey at Dhaka
University showed that less
than one per cent of the stu-
dents were from r families.
In spite of their almost entirely
free higher education, students
are not required to make any
contribution to the common
good (except MBBS doctors) in
return for all they have re-
ceived.

Professor Amartya Sen. last
ear's Nobel Prize winner in

onomics, stated that the
%rcatest development need of
n

dia is compulso rim
education. Letpﬁs a:lu::::bfr ﬁgrylhﬁg

ble to make it a reality in
angladesh, even if it means

.that university students have to

share a slight bit more of the
country’s poverty burden.

Father RW. Timm, CSC
Dhaka

Dengue
Sir, My attention has been
drawn towards the news item
"10 blood sample tested. dengue
found in 4" published in the DS
on 21 September. | would like to
say something about it.

I was the Principal Investi-
gator of the first formal re-
search work aimed at detecting
the presence of 'Dengue &
Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever'
which was a component of
ICOVED (Integrated Vector
Borne Disease Control Project)
project sl]’?ansured by WHO/MoH
under the care of Directorate
General of Health Services of
GoB during the period 1996-97.
The study, for the first time. de-
tected formally and authenti-
cally the presence of dengue in
Bangladesh. The study was car-
ried out at Chittagong Medical
College Hospital over a number
of patients who attended the
hospital for febrile illness over
a period from September. 1996
through June 1997. In that
study it was found that out of

252 cases 35 were positive for
dengue test ie 13 per cent of
febrile cases were dengue if we
want to project the data to the

pulation. The report was
duly informed o the
appropriate authority at that
time. Now the question which is
needed to be answered
scientifically is how far the
extent of Dengue prevalence as
well as the magnitude of the
public health threat poised by
it.

Dengue is a short-lasting vi-

ral febrile illness which is

caused the infection of four

types ol dengue virus viz

engue-1, dengue-2, dengue-3
and dengue-4.

The most important aspect
of this disease is not only that
the victims are usually children
under 15, but emergence and
maintenance of sequential
dengue viral infection may lead
to death.

I was the representative of
Bangladesh in the 'First Con-
sultative Meeting on Dengue

and Dengue Hemorrhagic
Fever' at South East Asian Re-
tonal Organization of WHO
eld in New Delhi from 10-13
October 1995 which adopted the
country and regional level

working plan for the preven-
tion of Dengue & Dengue Hem-
orrhagic Fever. But later on the

follow up was not maintained. |
think it should have been

pointed out in the news item.

Dr Emran Bin Yunus FCPS

Inte .=t & Nephrologist
Associate Professor Nephrology
Chittagoiy 4000

Our Footballers

Sir, Shamir Shaker., the
coach, and Abdul Gaffar,
the manager, of the
Bangladesh football team |,
currently participating in the
8th SAF games in Kathmandu
severely criticised the foot-
ballers for their lack of
commitment. Yes, it is true,

Our footballers give everything
for their clubs. But when they
play for the country it is just
the opposite. This is very un-
fortunate.

Now. | would like to ask the

officials of the BFF including
the manager that if the
layers had to buy water
rom outside for ten days, if
three players had to share
one room, if three goalkeepers
had to share two jerseys
and also if everything is
politicised, how could you ex-
F;E'ﬂl %md performance [rom
them * i

Here 1 would like to
mention another inefficiency
of the BFF officials. Brazil
sent a much weaker team to
Dhaka to participate in the
Bangabondhu Cup tourna-
ment. BFF had no knowledge
about the team and paid 12
thousand US dollars.

Igbal Ahmed
Dhaka 1000



