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Hartal tomorrow

Rallies, torch
processions

today
By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
Mance has called a countrywide
da hartal tomorrow

( to press home its de-
mands for
governimen

nation of the
t and early parlia-
elections.

The BNP, Jatiya Party,
Jamaat-e-lslami and Islami
Oikya Jote simultaneously
called the hartal on September
22 to further gear up their one-
point oust-govermmen! move-
menit.

The four es will hold
rallies and out torch pro-
cessions in five divisional dis-

hartal.
Some smaller , in-
cluding Jagpa, mocratic

Observe hartal,
oust this govt:
Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has called upon the
counirymen to make tomor-
row's countrywide dawn-to-
dusk hartal a success.

In a statement yesterday, she
said the hartal has been gulled
to further te the ouster of
this “incompetent, corrupt, fas-
cist, autocratic and sub-
servient”
power lo
dence
country.

She said the hartal is also to
protest against killing of BDR
Jawans and }:-t::ﬂle by the BSF.
violation of border laws and il-
legal entrance. looting
ing of Bangiadesh's land by In-
dia and t's failure to
chegk those, government deci-
sion t© give corridor to India,
intreduction of black law in the
name of public security, deteri-
aratjon of law and r. evic-
tion of 8lum, erisis of water-

See Page 11 Cal 8§
Saveed Iskander
manhandied by
JCD men

FENI. Oct 1: A clash between
rival factions of BNP at Para-
shuram thana headquarters
today left 13 injured. reports
UNB.

Witnesses said supporters of
ENF thana unit president Abu
Taleb and its former general
secretary Habibur Rahman
clashed in the morning over
preparations for party chair-
person Begum 's pro-

visit to Feni on October 7.

The injured were admitted
Parashuram thana health
complex. An embarrassing
scene was created on the -
tal mises when BNP central

and Begum Khaleda Zia's
brother Major (Retd) Sayeed
Iskander went to see local JCD
leader Shahjahan in the after-

rOOI1 .

government from

rotect the indepen-
sovereignty of the

. OCCupy-

supporters of Shah-
jahan manhandled Iskander
and did not allow him to enter
the hospital. A tense situation
was prevaili in the area
following the incidents.
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President observes

President Shahabuddin has
said some concessions had been
ven in the Chittagong Hill
i for greater in-
terest of the country and to es-
tablish peace, reports UNB.
Addressing a reception
Fvul in honour of Prime Min-
ster Sheikh Hasina yesterday
at Bangabhaban on her winning
the Unesco peace award. he
spoke of "ample similarity”
between the problems in the
CHT and the hern Ireland.
where many quarters still op-
ment.
The President said: "There is

ems in the Northern Ire-
nd and the Chittagong Hill
Tracts and till today there have
been many quarters who
the Good ay W’%
Specially, the IRA is yei to
render all ils arms as pér

"However, this is
solved through discussions. The
British government had to give
some concession to reach the
agreement.”

He added: "For greater inter-
est of the country and to estab-
lish peace some concessions

nmglt similarity between the

to be

Concessions in C
accord were given
for greater interest

had been given in our CHT

agreemert too.”
President Shahabuddin

termed Sheikh Hasina's recélv-
ing the Unesco peace award 'a
gb%:r the nation.”

e would bé no fear or
confusion in anybody's mind f
the Land Commission com-
pletes its job in the CHT as soon
as possible. he said 3

“The area of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts is 5,500 sguare mile
but its population not cross
10 lakhs including tribal and
non-tribal people. 1t would be

See page 11 Col4 '
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Shikdar now suffering

|

from hypertension!

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 1: "Ershad
Shikdar. 48, Is suffering from
hypertension caused by blood

re. The right side of his

y is not functioning well
making him quite unfit to

move."

The tion was made
5( the Assistant Civil Surge

Jessoreé Central Jail in three
medical certificates he issued
on August 1, Seplember 15 and
September 29. reportedly
favouring the top terrorist for
avoid interrogation in police
remand 1n Khulna.

Shikdar was due to be taken
to Khulna in connection with
the Khalid murder case.

But the medical certificate
given on September 29 by the
jail doctor ly helped him
avoid interrogation by

_ police.
A source in the KMP
today said Ershad Shikdar

would be taken on a seven-day
remand on Oc r 6 for ques-

' B representative froni
ihe detenice.
If necessary, a medical board

{|may be formed to examine his

health to see if the three medi-
cal certificates given in his
I'a:gur were proper, the source
said.

Meanwhile., Hasan Gazi. a

DOWETE lpg efial team thgt .

gecurity guard of Jessore Cen-
tral_Ja.lr. has been sus on
charge of passing out inferma-
tion from Ershad Shikdar
(Detenue no 226) to his relatives
and associates.

When contacted, the jail au-
thorities said the guard has
been suspended not only for

assing out information "in
avour of Ershad” but also for
other corrupt practices.

The Senior Superintendent
of Jessore Central Jail told this
correspondent today that he
has already informed the Home
Secretary about physical indis-
position of Ershad Shikdar.

"But [ cannot say if the KMP
authorities are determined to
take him on remand on October
5." he said.

In another development In-
spector Kamrul Islam of Detec-
tive Branch of EMP has been
sent to Jessore to find out iden-
tities ol six businessmen who
were altegediy kilfed by Shik

. ﬁ_l] ‘?T'&# "ﬂ%
¥

were nto the
Bhairab, according to confes-
sional statemerni of Shikdar's
bodyguard Noor-e-Alam.

Police Commissioner M
Anwarul Igbal has appealed to
people in gencral and relatives
of the victims i1n particular to

See Page 12 Col 8
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mptire mhall was '

Deadline to
shop owners
at Rob
Shopping Mall

From Staff Correspondént

KHULNA. Oct |: Railway au-
thorities have asked shop own-
ers at "S M A Rob Sh ng
Mall' to leave the plaﬂ?ﬂ=
morrow evening before the de-
molition drive begins Sunda
morning. :

In a notice the authorities
also asked the shop owners to
treat the notice as “red alert”,
meaning they will get no fur-
ther opportunity to remain
there under any circemstances
whaltsoever,

Meanwhile, the KDA au-
thorities are also going to ask
the shop owmers to move out of
the land as the shopping mall
was not built as Lge plan.

S M A Rob, the owner of the
mall and Mayoral candidate
from Awami League. has also
been asked Lo show cause why
legal action should not be taken
against bim in case of his fail-
ure Lo extend aetive cofiperation
to the demaelition Lhe

“The chairman of KDA told
this correspondent that noth.
ing ¢an stop the demelition of
the shopping mall build with-
outl any approved |

Police set 34 shanties on fire
at the Railway land near
Skidghat en Thursday. These

See Page 12 Col 3
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing

Shahabuddin Ahmed at the Bangabhaban yesterday.
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Many big businessmen
not on CIP list

The vernment has de-
clared 87 businessmen as
Ebmmtal:y Important Per-
sons [CIPs) for their "excellent
contribution” to the country's
trade and economy.

The list however does not
include many big businessmen
like FBCCI President Abdul
Awal Mintoo and its former
ﬁrcsidentu Yusuf Abdullah

and Salman F Rahman.
e CIPs will be included in
w};nmrm‘s policy-making
on their respective sec-

tors and fields. They will also
get government support in get-
ting visa for foreign tour and
logistic facilities from
Bangladesh misdsions abroad.
They will also be invited to all
national functions and munic-
ipal corporations’ civic recep-
tions,

The CIPs will have reserved
scals in road. rail ahd air trav-

T o AR .
FBCT 'ﬁ‘ Mumin and presi-
dents of seven other leading
chamber bodies have been in-
chaded in the list.

The lone women in the CIP
list is Mrs. Feroza Begum Man-
aging Director of Dhaka

Footwear Limited. She is from
the leather goods sector.

.ﬁ..

By Rafiq Hasan

Though the declaration was
made for the year 1999, it would
be renewed and remain valid
till the end of 2000 because the
process took much time, ac-
cording to sources.

The list is divided into sev-
eral categories. Seven chamber
leaders were nominated by
virtue of their official i-
tions. They are: FBCCI Vice-
president A Mumin, Dhaka
Chamber President M H Rah-
man, Metropolitan Chamber
President ahbub Jamil,
Bangladesh Chamber of Indus-
try (BCI] President Khondakar
Mosharraf Hossain., Kulna
Chmaber President S M Nazrul
Islam. Chittagong Chamber
President Kamal Uddin Ahmed
and Barishal Chmaber Presi-
dert M Rezaul Malik.

Others were chosen sectlors
like garments. raw jute jute

cialised textile.

The highest number of 28
CIPs are from the Earments SecC-
tor, They including BGMEA
President Anisur Rahman
Sinha, Vice- president Nurul
Haq Shikder and Benajir
Ahmed.

fruan food,

oods. leather,
%F odutts, a.f& e uliiral gnuda..' -
wmndicrafts, knipwéar and spe-

Dtﬁr}:]tr“CIPs from the sector
are; alilur Rahman. Engineer
Mosharraf Hossen, Mahmudur
Rahman, Nasir Uddin. Nazrul
Islam Majumder, Anisul Haq. A

K Azad, Taj Uddin Ahmed
Khnadakar Muniruddin,
Almagir M Z Rahman. Ku-

tubuddin Ahmed. A Ferdous
Chowdhury, Anwarul Alam
Chowdhury, Azizul Islam, Hafiz
Ahmed Bhuinya. Jalal Uddin
Chowdhury. Arifur. Rahman
Sinha, Saidur Rhaman. Mah-
mudul Haq, Shakhawat Hos-
sain, Mjor [Retd] Abdul Man-
nan, Anwar Kamal Pasha,
Khalilur Rahman Chowdhury
Hedaetul islam, and Delwar
Hossen.

The knitwear sector fol-
lowed the garments sector with
16 CiPs. But its President
Munjurul Haq failed to be in-
cluded in the list. The CIPs from
ihe sector are; Alhaj M Narul
P M ad - Mkhlotur
gran, ™™ A Rahfian, Abdal
Pathan, Mahbubul Ala,
Golam Farug, Monsurul Islam,
Shajahan Mian, Gaus Uddin
Khan, Joynal Abedin Mollah, A
Rashid C hury, Abu Ahmed
Siddique, Nasir Uddin Ahmed,
Intekahbul Hamid. Rehman
Sharif, Alhaj Abu Taleb and

See Page 11 Col 7

ACE UP WHOSE SLEEVES? West Indies skipper Brian Lara (2nd From R) playing cards

ith tea

T S,
oA o

mmates Shivnarine

Chanderpaul (L), Adrian Griffith (2nd From L) and Pedro Collins at the VVIP lounge of the Zia International Airport
— Star photo by Sk Enamul Haq

yesterday (Story on Page 13).

Si;éﬁs being taken to
modernise Ctg port

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Oct 1: Steps
are being taken for implemen-
tation of four projects involv-
ing Tk 1132 crore for moderni-
sation of Chittagong port,

Approved by thm.

€ government
recently, the projects are likely
to be completed by 2004.

The projects aimed at mak-
ing the port capable of han-
. g the growing import and
rt cargo are construction of
‘a container terminal at New-
mooring invelving about Tk
800 crore, procurement of 142
modern equipment including a

crane at a cost of over Tk
crore, purchase of a hi
tug boat with Tk 22
crore and installation of a 33
KV r sub-station in the
port area at a cost of over Tk 10
crore.

Besides, a Tk 60 crore project

for expansion of econtainer

b handling facilities is awaiting

government approval.

The government has ordered
the Chittagong Port Authority
to finance the projects from its
own funds, the sources pointed
out.

The projects remained
shelved for several years due Lo
bureaucratic tangles, hindering
timely development of the over
100-year-old port.

Earlier. the government
tried to mobilise funds from
donor countries [or the projects
and this also delayed imple-
mentation.

The Newmooring container
terminal project was approved
by the cabinet purchase com-
mittee last week. It was given a
'%Jmhcad' by the ECNEC in May
this year. port official said.

Now steps have been taken to
engage consultant for construc-
tion of the container terminal.

With the installation of the

' See Page 11 Col 7
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Awareness only way
to check AIDS

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers al a seminar in the
city vesterday called for
launching massive campaigns
by the government and socio-
cultural erganisations to create
public awareness about the
dreaded AIDS.

Creating awareness is the

only way to check of the
incurable disease, said.
According to official

sources, there are about one
hundred AIDS patients in
Bangladesh now but transmis-
sion of HIV is quite alarming

particularly among the sex
drug ad&cls.

Almost 90 per cent of all
those infected with the deadly
virus - Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)
— are in developing countries
and most of them are not aware
of the infection, the speakers
said at the seminar on AIDS
Prevention: Response by Civil
Society.

Held at the BCIC Bhaban, the
seminar was organised jointly
by the Lions Club and the
Foreign Investors’ Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI)
on the occasion of the club's
service week.

Shaikh Kabir Hossain
Acting Chairman of
Bangladesh Red Crescenli
Society, Maj Gen A S M Matiur
Rahman Chairman of National
AIDS Committee (NAC), Geela
Sethi Country Programme
Adviser of UNAIDS AKM
Shamsuddin President of FICCI
presented papers at the semi-
nar.

The NAC Chairman said
AIDS is a major public health
concern and we must make all
out efforts to prevent the deadly
disease.

Showing slides to a large.

athering at the seminar,
hman said, “Prevalence of

See Page 12 Col 3

A silver & 4 bronzes
on the 7th day

From Hasan Masood

KATHMANDU, Oct |: Ban-
ladesh earned a silver and four
ronzes today, the seventh day

ﬂf the SAF Games being held
ere.

The silver and two bronzes

came from the shooting mmser
tition at the Birendra
International Sports Complex,
whereas the wrestlers bagged
the other two bronzes.

Ace shooter Saiful Alam,
who earlier won the team silver
with Husne Zahan and Badrul
Islam Alam in the 10m air rifle
eveni on Wednesday, clinched
the men's 50m small bore free
rifle prone silver in the indi-
vidual event icunnl.hﬁ‘?? points.

Sri Lankan ajasinghe
Lakshman the gold with
685 points.

Bangladesh's Kamrul Islam,
who the highest score in the
team event and had a chance to

| win the gold. lost his cool in the

individual event and had to re-

inain content with the bronze
managing 671 points In the
team event, Bangladesh won the
bronze on Thursday.
Bangladesh's other shooting
bronze came from the eves 50m
small-bore sport rifle three-po-
sition competition. The eves’
team of Kazi Shahana Parveen.
Sabrina Sultana and Lovely
Chowdhury, who won
Bangladesh's lone gold by top-
ping the team competition of
the 50m small bore sport rifle
prone event on Wednesday. won
the three position bronze today.

The Bangladesh girls scored

1625 ints. The Indians
grabbed the gold with 1710
points while silver went to

the Sri Lankans. who collected

1658 points.
The shoolers have so far won
one gold. three silvers and five

bronzes.
Sec page 11 Col 3

| will be
! needs the

By Staff Co rrwnpundt-nt

mwlu:?d Devel
mn--um .
ment proposal to rcha
tﬁmﬁmma-m-h-th
their IS “lmpractica-
ble sources said

ADAE Director Shamsul
Huda in a letier 10 the DG. NGO

Affairs Bareau on m

said governumnent s
deciston” will affect
NGO project and also fut
development programmes in
shurmms

Health education ““‘-h
mr-mmm-
halt and the slum dwellers
of thetr basic
said

The letter also ex
doubts whether the slum

See Page 12 Col 4

2 Indians held
with arms 1n

Moulvibazar

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR, Oct 1. Two
suspecied Indian separatists

were arrested in Kam
thana of the district today

H.inm&l:l; thana police ar-
rested Alok, 23. and Jony, 43, at
around | pm while they were
going to Rampasa village by a
rickshaw.

Police also recovered one
A:e-‘w rifle and 60 bullets from
their

The arrested told police that
they had crossed Kemalpur
border under Tripura state and
entered Kurma area of
Moulvibazar district. However,
they did not say when they en-
tered Bangladesh territory.

Police suspect the arrested
are activists of an Indian sepa-
ralist organisation.

i Pulttfirnlia:‘renflr;:crrngaun
em ti g of this report a
7:30 pm today

Young man
stabbed to
death
BI Staff Correspondent

A In.; m;nm:tm to
eath a s nephew
at Shah Mannan Lane in the
rlt}r'shl’:amun:}nmnt area in the
Ours my+
dead was identified as
Zakir Hossain, 25, son of Abdul

Bapari. a resident of tin-shed
colony at Shaheed Mannan
Lane

Police and hospital sources
said Zakir had an altercation
with his nephew Mohammad
Ali over a land dispute at about
12:30 am.

Al one stage, Ali stabbed Za-
kir in his chest. abdomen and
back. Zakir was rushed to Com-
bined Military Hospital (CMH)
where he succumbed to injuries
at about 2 am

The was sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

A case was with Can-

tonment thana, but none was
arrested in this connection till
filing of this reports last night

Shell starts
drilling
Sangu-I

By Staff Corespondent

Shell Bangladesh has
started drilling Sangu 1 off-
shore well in the Bay of Bengal
on September 30. The drilling is
likely to continue till the of
this year, said a Shell press re-
lease.

South Sangu 1 is being
drilled under the Block 16 Pro-
duction Sharing Centract (PSC)
with Petrobangla by a joint
venture of Shell. Cairn Energy
and HBR Energy.

"By drilling South Sangu 1.
the joint venture partners are

See Page 11 Col 8
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