12 The Buily Star

In hu' for years
Human is synonymous to death for this pair of fishing cats. Ever since

almost seven years back, cruelty

they were caught

is what they have received from the ‘superior’ species. In

all these years, the two members of a rare species have not quite got used to human

presence. In the claustrophobic

nightmare, a nightmare that may never end.

cage at the Kamolganj Forest Office, each day 1s a

—Photo; Rubaiyat Mansur

Business continues bid
to dispel political chaos

- Top business bodies are now
in close contacts with conflicting
political es to a way
out of the politics of confronta-
tion.

As part of its move to pre-
mmmumu:lmhrmm-
cerned to avoid the politics of
hartal, the Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) is curren-

i Aoy oy, o gudpr b

camps, FBCCI sources

muuddvﬂmlsg -
sations in the process m.:%
a mechanism to abou
political reforms for a thy

of 3

"Our is to hel
avoid harmiul gu::lﬂm Hkl:
hartal while our ultimate objec-
tive is to bring about fundamen-
tal changes in the of
demncm." said I chief
Abdul Mintoo.

“Initially, we're consulting
mid-ranking leaders of the rul-
ing Awami and the main
opposition BNP to get their
feedback on our move. Their

By Nazmul Ashraf

responses so far are encourag-
ing,” Mintoo said. -

He said they would also talk
to the top brasses of the major
parties including those of AL
and BNP.

‘The business community
would also mobilise public opin-
ion the politics of shut-
down that was not only harming
the economy, but also causing
untold sufferings to the people,
Mintoo said.

“To this end,” he said, "we
would like to bind social
forces together with a view to
putting pressure on the main-
stream political es. No po-,
litical party, be it in or in
the opposition, can simply ig-
nore such a pressure.”

About the plan of action
FBCCI is wo out for the
consideration of the political
parties and other relevant

arters ahead of the October

planned hartal, he said,
“We're not going to revolutionise
the politics. We, the business

community, strongly feel the
need for a wide range of politi-
callr&m. especially the polit-
ica 8."

e action plﬁn was decided

on Tuesday at an FBCCI meet-
ing which called upon both the
government and the opposition
to settle their disputes through
negotiation for the sake of busi-
ness and political stability.

“The action plan will have a
broad outline for political re-
forms accommodating opinions
from all the relevant quarters.”

But he sald the action plan
may not be ready in the envis-
agﬂg rl:imc week I'tl.'i’rm!: Y

ticisi e tica -
politics of hartal, bracing it
power, P
chamber body chief said: "Time
has come for the civil society to
rise against such irresponsible
and opportunist politics. This
kind of politics that ultimately
helps none must end.”
Our move aims not only to
rotect the interests of the
siness, but also those of all.”

According to political circle,
both the government and the
opposition who are ng for
another bout of street battle
ahead of the U a elections,

were yet to take up the FBCCI
move seriously.
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No-regulation deprives BTTB of huge
sums from satellite phone users

By Mustak Hossain

. ::r ~ ell uew t
users satellite t in
the absence of a for use
of satellite telephones in the
country, informed mrcu.nd said.
persons organi-
sations have been using the
satellite-based telephones ille-
ly depriving crores of
every ; .
government is to Ii-
nalise rules and lrt:lﬂ for
the satellite-ba telephone
service in the country to help
modernise tele-communication,
a hiqll_llr placed official of Post
and Tele-Communication Min-
istry said on Sunday.

Two ministries concerned
with the state security. the
Ministry of Home Affairs and
the of Defence have re-
verted back the proposal of
awarding licence to the satellite
telephone providers to the Tele-
Communication Ministry with
comment to review the matters

of state

security,” another

source in the Tele-communica-
tion said.

"Now a days, state securit
is not on that much ris
regarding tele-communication
due to fast growth of internet as
the mode of communication
have developed in many ways.”
lthdlDul'l:‘l.' anonymity
said.

“Notwithstanding the un-

favourable situation. for the
sake of maintaini ty with
modern world the is still
thinking of a licences to
satellite and we
will submit the to the

cabinet soon for endorsement,”
the source said.

Many ns have already
imported small and lighter
satellite phone sets into the
country declaring them as °
mobile telephone sets, a source
at the Zia International Airport
said.

Most of such satellite phone
users have bought their sets
and obtained registration
mainly from Hong Kong and

See page 2 col 6
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No gold on Day 5

From Hasan Masood

KATHMANDU., Sept. 30:
Bangladesh won one more silver
and six bronzes on the fifth day
gf the Bth SAF Games here to-

ay.

The day's lone silver came in
the men's 200m breaststroke
when Niaz Ali finished second

s

Hia’é and till the 150
metres. But., he had to settle
for the bronze as the Indian
and Niaz made a remarkable
rally in the last lap and even-
tually finished with gold and sil-
VEr respec 1

Deepak took 2 minutes,
32.24 seconds while Niaz
clocked 2 minutes, 34.65 sec-
onds. On the other hand,
Samedul recorded 2 minutes,
35.42 seconds.

The other two bronzes were
earmned from women's 200m
medley and 4x100 freestyle re-

k lay.

Sabura Khatun clinched the
bronze «in 200m individual
medley finishing behind Indian

old-winner Richa Mishra and
atasha of Sri Lanka.

Women's 4x100m f[reestyle
relay téam- comprising Doly
Akhter, Lipi Akhter, a

lhlt& w Khatun

got ‘bronze from
i

India :ﬂ Sri Lanka.

Two Bangladeshi boxers- Ta-
hazzel Hossain and Sheikh
Alauddin- earned light heavy
weight bronzes after they went
down in the semifinals.
Bangladesh have collected four
bronzes in boxing so far.

The day's other bronze came
from the team event of men's
shooting. The Bangladesh trio of
Saiful Alam Rinky, Kamrul Is-
lam and Badrul Alam finished
third in the 50m short-bore free
rifle event. ]

India clinched the gold while

See Page 11 Col 6

The government has
import of potato and cancelled
all permits as some unscrupu-
lous traders imported the item
from India in the nﬂ:ﬂe nel']a;:?d
potato, evading tax allegedly in
collusion with a section of cus-
toms officials.
mu"l‘h: dmmgmﬂ;r;akcn by
commerce at a re-
cent meeting. also attended by
w officials of the ture
niltg and the National
Board of Revenue.
Rate of duty is 37.5 per cent

By Reaz Ahmad

on potato for consumption and
only 2.5 per cent on seed
potato.

Sources said the unscrupu-
lous traders, with import per-
mits issued by the Plant Protec-
tion Wing, imported at least
2000 tonnes of potato for con-
sumption from India in the
name of seed potato and sold
those in the market in the last

um.ﬁle of months.
was alleged that the cus-

toms authorities at Sona Masjid
border check post in Cha-

panawabganj were involved in
it. The matter is being investi-
gated, the sources said.

Traditionally, seed potato is
imported from Holland.

Plant Protection Wing (PPW)
officials also acknowledged im-
port of 825 tonnes of potato ille-
galli: in collusion with customs
authorities at Sona Masjid, the
sources said.

E'iut they u?lld that mixﬂ:'ilmi
tity im legally would no
be 2 tonnes. Of the 2000
tonnes, 825 tonnes were im-

Tricky trading stalls potato import |

ported as food item and an-
other 550 tonnes as seed potato
legally, the sources quoted PPW
officials as saying,

The government has decided
to probe the matter and pre-
pare a list of genuine seed
potato importers.

The Commerce Ministry in
cooperation with the adesh
Cold Storage Association will
also investigate how much
potato including seeds were im-
ported over the last five years,
the source said.

Police assault JU boys to free VC,
‘Syndicate members

By JU and DU Correspondents.

A number -olvl:l I:Itu:h:ltl of Ja-
hangi ity were
hﬂurm police used batons
ﬁ fired 'g:ar gas shells to frntte
members and umm-
cials from confinement by stu-
dents inside the administrative

mmm&mﬂﬁnm
y.

The students earlier laid a
‘siege’ to the administrative

bu n{owhﬂe the Syndicate
on to ss
ﬁndon out of students

:ﬂtlunn against enhanced
fees. to settle
the dispute with st ts, the

te closed the university
sine die and ordered the
students to vacate their halls by

10 am !
VC Prof Euddln Ahmed,

Syndicate members and senior
teachers came out of the ad-
ministrative building when
lice dispersed th:.tt:dﬁu:uﬁ:
laid the siege.

Later, several hundred JU

Dhaka University campus.

All the left leaning student
organisations of DU and stu-
dents of JU out separate
processions, held rallies and
announced a series of pro-

in protest against yes-
terday's police attack on agitat-
ing JU students, the authorities’
fees and closure of JU for an

mdflﬂmtt s
OWEVET . wami I.caguc
BCL and BNP-backed JCD

aloof from any activities in
support of the JU students’
cause.The smaller student bod-
ies denounced the JU authori-
ties' decision. axs

Acco to a press re-
lease from its public re-
lations office Y. ce
rescued the VC, Pro-VC, Trea-
surer, Syndicate member:i
deans, provosts, department
heads and senior teachers when
a section of unruly students
tried to prevent them from
moving out of the administra-
tive bullding at around five in

udents were forced to the :
hm#@mmm But JU claimed that
Editor : Mahfuz Anam
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police lobbed more than 15
rounds of tear gas shells and

cha batons to disperse stu-
denltlge:gl under the ban-
ner of Fee e Resistance
Committee, leaving at least 30
injured.

Different student bodies
and groups and 'general stu-

dents' separately announced on
DU campus a series of pro-
grammes that include laying
siege Lo the Shikkha Bhaban on
October 4, token hunger strike
on October 7, memorandum to
the Education Minister on Oc-
tober 9, formation of 'human
chain’ on October 9.

India test-fires
. . ' '
missile 'Akash
NEW DELHI, Sept 30: India
today successfully test-fired a
surface-to-air ssile off the
cost of the eastern state of
EFI#IH, the Press Tr;:tu lpf India
reported, sa .
The news a.gu'ly:]r quoted de-
fence sources as that the
'Akash' missile was fired at
E{handipur-nn-ﬁel. off the Bay
ﬁg:latd the missile, with a
range of 25 kms (15 miles), can

a payload of 55 kg. It hit
mleutrammgnin:mﬂmm
the desired accuracy, PTI said.

India is also put the sur-

face-to-air missile Trishul

| through trials.

One held in Ctg-’

with forged
certificates

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 30: Po-
lice recovered 520 e certifi-
cates and marksheets of HSC
and SSC Examinations and ar-
rested one person in the early

hours today.

Police suspect the arrested
Md Abdul Ma ., 28, is a mem-
ber of a involved in certifi-

cate forgery lor a long time. The
fake certificates and mark-
sheets of different education
boards were recovered from Ab-
dul's rented house at Madina
Bhaban of Mia Khan N Mill
area under C ana.

Besides, amd eqt'n;ip-
ment, including computers,
printers, and used in mak-

copies were recovered

% house.

Abdul confessed to the police
that he has been doing this
since 1993.

to Chi Ed-
ucation Board sources, cer-
tificate forgery cases have been
detected so far.

745 | 815
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Singer Sheikh
Ishtiagque dead

Eminent si Sheikh Ishti-
aque, who shot into prominence
in the country's musical arena
through his first audio-cassette
‘Nandita’ in 1985, died of a
heart attack in the city gguéter-
day. He was 40, reports ;

He left behind his singer-wife
Punam Priyvam, only daughter
Simon and a large number of
relations. friends, admirers and

fans to mourn his death. After
namaj—e—{anaza. he was laid to
rest at the Jurain graveyard
here lastnight, family sources

said, See Page 11 6

BNP high-ups address party activists after their processio
Commission was intercepted near Dhanmondi Road No. 27 in the city yesterday.
—Star photo: A K M Mohsin

jon towards the Election

FBCCI chief doesn’t see legality

in demand for CEC’s departure

Mint = terda li:.'ld htl ane.
rntoo the resig-
nation ?:I! the rChief Election
Commissioner (CEC) as de-
manded by the tion would
onl;; deepen the tical crisis.

alking to . FBCCI chief
said there was no justification to
press the rmment to remove
the CEC as the constitution
does not empower the govern-
ment to do so even if it wants to
unseat him.

"Only through a di be-
tween the government and the
opposition the differences could
be bridged.” he said.

Mintoo said since the CEC is
a constitutional . the Jatiya

sad could ide on the is-
sue through discussion and con-
sensus in parliament. The vol-
unlar{,erculgnatinn by the CEC
could way out.

"But without an election
commission, no election ¢an be
held and the t and
the opposition must reach a

- consensus on the appointment

of a new CEC." he said.

The FBCCI chief expressed
his apprehension that if the
resignation of the current CEC
came ahead of any such con-

sensus, the problem would be

He said hartal and political
demonstrations were gradually
damaging the country's com-
merce and industries as well as

""’-':"w" g the Situatish W

worsen soon E m of
coming upazi city corpo-
ration elections unless the cur-
rent course of politics is re-
versed,” he said.

Mintoo said the FBCCI al-

ready ngrﬂ]ed to the
to call its mm

3 general strike and refrain
from any such programmes in

j'1'";"I-l!m':ajld the elections
e general
andent by (he Gopttion would
opposition
create an additional pressure
on democracy and econ-
. If was not also very justi-
as the 1996
was praised ind 1
and foreign | monitors for
holding it in a free and fair
manner.

“If the current trend of poli-
tics is allowed to continue the
number of bank loan defaulters
would reach 50 per cent by the

plans to formulate an “action
ﬁ:n'- ] bm'
itical stability and
;ﬂ; investment {nd ot
for consideration of all
quarters.
He said some businessmen
were entrustedewith the re-

the
lation.
"In view of the situation. the
country's deve t is not
possi with the 5.2 cent

rate, which too is de-
pe;;dent on agriculture.” he
said.

Police trying to trace Shikdar’s
Income sources

KHULNA. Sept 30: Khulna
Metropolitan Police (KMP) are
now to dig out the sources
of Ershad Shikdar's illegal in-
come since 1982,

According to sources in rail-
way and KMP. Ershad and his
associates were involved in pil-
ferage of fuel from railway wag-
ons and foodgrains from ships
and barges at Skid Ghat where
he had started life as a 'han-
dling worker' on daily wages
basis.

Ershad hijacked two
loaded with cement, imported
from China *in 1987 by a
renowned business man who is

L still afraid of lodging a com-

From Staff Correspondent

aint with "until 1 see
mm h mth.“

The businessman said on
condition of anonymity that the
entire cement was used for
construction of Ershad’'s house,
‘Swarnakamal' at Sonadanga
residential area.

Apart from such incidents,
Ershad did never allow

sist his cﬁnﬂnnl acts

in
Skid Ghat area where he cre-

ated a of terror till August
10, the day before he was ar-
rested.

Ershad was also involved in

mm mﬁmﬂﬂl

him to earn immense wealth
under the shelter of political
and a section of police

From page |

eign visitors are due to attend
the Summit in various capaci-
ties. They would include several
dozens heads of state or gov-
ernment, foreign ministers and
representatives of international
media. The size of each delega-
tion would vary, but on an av-
erage, each team is expected to
comprise 10 to 40 members.
Besides a large number of se-
curity personnel, are due to be
in Dhaka for the scheduled
Summit.

The Daily Star could not

identify any significant
in muafyttm of the preparnprm
ters that -everyihing would be i
ters that ”

lace” for t eughaka NAM

ummit. _
The NAM Summit is held ev-

four years, by the first week
September. The September
schedule help in making the

NAM leaders prepare for at-
tending the session of the United
Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) which, as a stand
ractice begins on the thir
uesday of September. The
holding of NAM it in early
September also enables mem-
ber states to place any relevant
resolution in the ses-
sion of the UN General Assem-

It is therefore, imperative
that the NAM Summit will have
to be held in the first or at least
by the second week of Septem-
ber. 2001.

Officials concerned told The

Daily Star that a national
committee headed the Prime
Minister and seve sub-com-

Source: Islamic Foundation

mittees have already been
| formed. The main committee

has met once, while some of the
il]lilh*mmmlltm have had more
an one meeting.

F Ministry officials em-
pha that what was most
important for the Dhaka
Summit was to finish the struc-
tural preparations flirst. The
diplomatic, protocol. security
Ed mm“‘gIEUDn aspects of

u
of a Emﬁnaumﬁrﬁ bg
taken up later.

The Dhaka Summit, they
said, was being based on 'seen

'NAM Summit i)reparaﬁon

ence Centre.
The international media and
rticipating officials besides
ing provi with a multi-
media transmission f cen-
tre will also have to be given
shuttle bus or limousine services
ting between their
place of residence. conference
centre and accommodation
VETIUES.
Meantime, hotel developmen
completion of the proposed
angabandhu International
Confterence Centre (BICC) in
time, il.e within the next 23
months is of crucial impor-
tance.
China's 24 million US dol-

—

' two storied
inhy g Hie space of 20.
m'nni;t' . of
a
1500 oot sy oo

called that the ue of the
Centre was laid by Prime
Minister Sheikh and vis-

next month.
Al a on Sept 19 of
o vty s S5l v o
atien
Minister 'i"'L.a..m

Wpuu:um :d flats o
d s
accommaodate NAM in
varjgus areas of the

still
The meeting also decided to

expand the capacity of Lhe
Hotel by another 250

rooms and Hotel Sheraton by
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