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China's Tourism: Once a Pain,
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— now a misleading term since
s0 many lormer [armers have
moved to townships te run
E:ﬂmucn — are also traveling
€.
Al the same lime, in big

cities like Beijing, Shanghai.

and Guangzhou, expenditure on
mm ulgl:u second Il?ce in

amily budget. CNTA figures
show that there were 259 mil-
llon urban tourists in 1997, one

million more than 1996. !?ach
person 1 an average of 600
Tﬂg $72). 12 per cent up on

CNTA also says that China
received 63.47 million overseas
tourists in 1998. and revenues
their travel, accommoda-
and On souvenirs
t US §$12.6 billion. With won-
of the world such as the
Great Wall, Forbidden City and
Terracotta Warriors and lower
international air fares. China
is now a realistic dream desti-
nation for many of the world's
keenest travelers.

China now ranks ninth in
the league table of overseas
lourism host countries. And

only four other countries earn
more rom tourisim than China

. they are the United States,
~Spain. France and taly.
Yet 20 years ago tourism
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Now a Pleasure

was a indu full of
hardships and hassles for
those dared to first foot.
The daring were greatly re-

stricted "for security reasons”
in their movements. Notice
beards in Beijing's suburbs
warned against trespass. Now
more than 1,300 cities and
countries, about half the total,
are open to foreign visitors
with tourist visas, and such
signs are few and far between.

Travel is now easier and
services much improved. With
the abolition of the dual track
currency system in January
1994 went Foreign Exchange
Certificates, the cause of so
much ﬂmﬂnn among for-
eign tra . Long gone too are
the meals with cold food and
warm beer and hotels whose
staff just entered rooms with-
out knocking.

"Tourism in China hlacﬁ be-
come a very promi isure
industry and mmmthnfn just a

means of earning foreign .
change,” says Jiang ng-
ming, a CNTN official. "So
has — now we
have world class hotels, more
reliable transportation and bet-
ter ucts Lo suit our visitors'
1 , ot our own."
Early tourism for overseas
visitors

i

ented and included tory
visits to model factories, farms
and schools. Such dreary ingre-
dients have been abandoned
and CNTA now s a theme
to each year: 1 is the Year
of Ecotourism in which the
's natural and cultural
heri is ighted.
Zhangjiajie in Hunan Province
and Jiuzhaigou in Sichuan
mﬂﬁ t:-l?l H m-
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The theme is stretched
to apply to cities as well. In
Shanghal for example, the
city's tourism administration
launched a
than 100 km long it leads free-
wheelers to the canal town of
Zhouzhuang in neighbouring
Jiangsu Province.

But perhaps the most un-
usual type of tour is the tech-
nology tour which takes travel-
ers lo places where earlier for-
eign visitors would have been
most unwelcome and certainly
branded "spies". On the
itinerary of a Sichuan techno-
tour is the home of China's first
atom bomb — the Chinese Phys-
ical Engineer Institute at Mi-
anyang — and the satellite

launching facility at Xichang.

Sichuan is also the nce
where farmers have been first
to realize their resource is not
only soil and water. They have
clean air. space and serenity.

all of which are desperately
needed by city residents.

Farmers on the outskirts of

Chengdu are now sell these
simple pleasures of life in
“farmer's entertainment”

8ackages. Come vacation time,
hengdu folk are flocking to the
cuuntznide to smell the flow-
ers, fish and walk.

One vil]a%e in particular —
Nongke in Youai township of
Pixian county — has made a
roaring success out of its rural,
resources. Then in the midcdle
m'll_lng of 1996, state vice- -

t Hu Jintao put the village
on the national map by drop-
ping by to check up on the "o-

cals’ unique, alternative rural
reforms.

The story of his visit and
what the locals told him they
were earning made pleasant
news — last time Youai
hit the headlines was for a
famine which impoverished the
country in the 1 i

Jiang Jingui, head of Lhe
Pixian tourism administra-
tion, says there are 78 families
in Nongke village, and 76 of
them are devoted to receiving
city guests. "The village gets
around 5,000 visitors day
and average per capita in-
comes have shot up to 50,000

tour. More,
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Continued from page 8

The State Council requires
comprehensive cooperation
from all related sectors: the
manufacturing of clean vehi-
cles by automotive enterprises,
more forceful enforcement of
relevant laws and regulations
by environmental protection
agencies, and production of

lead-free gasoline by refineries.

The use of leaded line is
now prohibited in more than 20
cities in China, and a nation-
wide ban will take effect on the
first day of 2000. In Beijing,
some taxis and buses bear the
"Cleaning Fuel Car” label —
meaning that they are propelled
by LPG (liquefied petroleum gas)
or CNG (or condensed natural
gas). The Beijing municipal
government is speeding up con-
version of the city’s 4.500 buses
and 30,000 taxies into LPG-or
CNG-driven ones. To g support
the programme, 46 LPG and
CNG filling stations are being
constructed in the city,

Coal-burning is another ma-

pollution in
Chinese cities. Each vyear,
Beijing consumes 28 million
tons of coal, 8 million tons of it
for heating. Chongging, the in-
dustrial centre of southwest
China, burns 18 million tons
annually, mostly a low quality
variety with a hiFh sulfur con-
tent, producing large amounts
of sulfur dioxide, the cause of
acid rain. For years Chonggin
was notorious for its high aci
rainfall frequency, which stood
al a stunning 90 per cent.

For concentrated control ef-
forts, the State Council last
year approved the demarcation
of a Sulfur-Dioxide Control
Area and an Acid Rain Conitrol
Area. including Chonggin
whure the occurrence of .aci
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remains at a shocking 70 per
cent.
To reduce sulfur dioxide

- emissions, the government has

begun to impose limitations on
the production and use of coal
with a high sulfur content. At
the same e China is further
developing cleaner energy
sources including natural gas,
LPG, hydropower and nuclear
power, all at the expense of coal
consumption. In 1997 a 1,000-
km pipeline was laid to trans-
mit natural gas from northwest
China to Beijing. All cooking
stoves and boilers in downtown
Beijing have now switched to
natural gas.

Growing Awareness

[n Beijing's streets and al-
leys, groups of environmental-
ists may be seen collecting
plastic bags and other garbage
with bam tongs. Each year
Beijing consumes 2.3 billion
plastic bags. But for every envi-
ronmentally-aware citizen
there are perhaps dozens of lit-
ter louts who have no qualms
about throwing away garbage
wherever they may be. Lack of
education is thus the biggest
problem and the Chinese press
and media has been quick to
take up environmental issues
and cover them in degin

In April 1999, a large-scale
survey lound that Chinese peo-
ple are more worried about en-
vironmental protection than
traditional issues of concern
such as corruption and public
security.

In tune with the public
mood, legislation on environ-
mental protection has acceler-
ated. Since 1979, a total of 43
environment protection-re-
lated laws have been enacted
and 395 standards on environ-
ment protection worked out. Eu
Geéping, chairman of the
Environmental and Resources

and Clean Land

Protection Committee of the -;

National People's Congress
(NPC), China's top law-making

body. said, "The important
;hhg_tudunuwla to the
aws.

In 1992, the United Nations
Conference om Environment
and Development in Rio De
Janeiro adopted Agenda 21.
Two years later the Chinese
overnment published “China’s

1st Century Agenda”, the first
government programme for
sustained development in the
world.

In 1998, the government's
financial allocation for envi-
ronmental protection reached
more than 80 billion (US$9.6
billion), exc one per cent
of the GDP for the first time, ac-
cording to Xie Zhenhua. He
added that, in the Ninth Five-
Year Plan period (1996-2000),
budgetary spending for the
same purpose will reach 450
billion yuan (US$54 billion).
That means a big lucrative
market for businesses with en-
vironmental protection-related
technologies and equipment.

Such efforts are im ive
by most countries’ standards,
but pollution levels in their
many forms remain high,
largely because China's 1.3 bil-
lion people present an enor-

mously dilficult educational |

challenge. Whether out of igno-
rance, greediness or pursuance
of lifestyles that are environ-
mentally damaging, pollution
continues and much of it will
take a long time to clear up. The
road to reversing environmen-
Knowiedgia o e g med hard

0 to A
Recently the State Council has
released a National Ecological
Environment Development
Plan which puts 50 years as the
time required for the nation to
regain a blue sky, clean water
Al green land. -
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way system'’s transport volume.
It is expected that in the first
decade of the next century. the
length of electrified lines will
increase to 16,000-18,000 km,
27 per cent of the combined
length of all railways. One of
the on-going projects to achieve
the target is the electrification
of the 900-km Harbin-Dalian
Railway. The I0 billion yuan

(USS1.2 billion) project is to be
completed next year.

Ministry of Railways is
planning a computerised na-
tional ticket booking system.
Meanwhile, local railway au-
thorities are trying out new
ways to make ticket booking
easier, like ticket booking for
round-trips, telephone and in-
ternet booking, and home de-
livery of tickets.

An Opportunity for

Foreign Investors

Just for the.1996-2000 pe-
riod, the railway sector will
need an estimated 350 billion
yuan (USS$42 billion) to build
new railways, renovate existing
lines and buy locomotives. The
State Fund for Railway Con-
struction, which is based on a
surcharge of per-ton-km freight
transport and bank loans, cer-
tainly helps. ‘But that's far
from being enough.,” Minister
Fu says. "We have to open the
railway sector wider still to
other sources of financing,

‘The Railway Sector

sources whether in China and
abroad.”

The railway sector has so far
used US85.2 hillion in

funds, ded [
World and wmbr De-

velopment Bank or in -
men;; loans. But the m
Fummmau t Paa been cautious
n owing [oreil coIm 8
to invest in rallmg;rlhut for
st;lt;] Ec:[.*uﬂt}' reasons. For ex-
ampile, foreign companies are
not allowed E::l be t.hlen:nhlﬂﬂ
investors even in local lines.
"This approach is chang-
ing,” Minister Fu said. €
e e
ning to r some local
lines to fi
and
will yield quick return after
they are put into operation.
Foreign investors also be
kulved indI:;Léi - of trunk
nes, provi this does no
harm to China’'s national in-
terests. '
Currently, some 180 Sino-

foreign joini venture and coop-

erative projects are in
the ra.lf;a}r m%ng
key equipment for the country’s
railway construction. Mean-
while, the country has exported
US82.4 billion worth locomo-
tives to 20 countries and re-

gions. “We will try to expand the
export of our y products,”
Fu said. "We need f funds

and expertise to ac
purpose.”
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Be a millionaire by watching
the opening ceremony of the only
digital Bangla Satellite Channel

CHANNEL-i
The first of it's kind in Bangladesh

Wishing peace, progress & prosperity
for all the people of

The People’s Republic of China
on the occasion of their
50th founding anniversary.
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GO UNTO CHINA FOR ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE
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Jiang Zemin, President of China.

Better Management

Greater Development
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Felicitions on
the Occasion of the

S0th Founding Anniversary of the
People’'s Republic of China.
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SHEIKH HASINA ACADEMY AND WOMEN'S COLLEGE
D. KIDEAL SYED ATHAR ALI ACADEMY & COLLEGE
KALKINI SYED ABUL HOSSAIN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

SYED ABUL HOSSAIN COLLEGE
SHAHID SMRITY COLLEGE

MOSTAFAPUR ACADEMY &* COLLEGE
KHASHIERHAT ACADEMY & COLLEGE

Zhu Rongji Premier of China.
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