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President of the People’s Republie of China

O other c sums up
the success of China's
reform and opening up
period more eloguently than
tourism. Domestic tourism
never existed wuntil the early
e g e 1980s while were (oo
& | | poor and prevented by rather
o .~"-;.:" S e rigid P“F-'h“““ nt
e 1 | from traveling. Likewise. the
isolat

was s0 itically
gowl foreign
lourists.

that it saw
How thi have changed. In
Tiananmen g‘?uart in central
Beijing, hundreds of foreign

1 eount

tourists mingle with tens of
thousands domestic visitors.
And the latter group take

hardly any notice of the former;
whereas early foreign visitors
often drew even more attention
from locals than the attraction
itself.
Zhaxi, a Tibetan. visited Bei-
jing in autumn 1998. But for
he th t he would never
able to ord to leave the

%a;lum of his home town. the
betan and
‘ Prefecture o

lang Autonomous
Aba in Sichuan

Province:
Traveling to Beijing was a

On this |
China, 1 wish to take ﬁumw;y o et

aoccasion of the 50th

on of the Government and of the
of China the sincere wishes

s
mnm to the (.-‘-curm?nmlﬂ.'td pecple of

h l""f-,‘"‘ TR £ TR J B

F¥ Y Y W’ ey ) wwen Chiing i Octicher
B 10N sws emiia!l success has been aichieved
in China's econonic notably after

implemeniation and opening up in
1979. From lﬂ?ﬂi 1997 China’s average annual
GDP growth rate came to 9.8 percent, and its over
all economic strength ranked l:‘dwnzz m
world. The emancipated ar
national strength has increased markedly. The
oufput of several industrial and agricul-
tural leads first in the world in terms of
Jigures. In the first half this year. the
national economy grew at the rate of 7.6%,

keeping the rising momentum. At present, China
joys political and economic growth,
iy _tmprovec the_state i

ment institutions have en progressing
smoothly. Measures to expand domestic de-
mands, adjust strlictures and increase export are
producing results. The Chinese economy
s a bright i
' In history, the Chinese nation has experi-
enced enormous hardships, yet ethnic unity and
nalional unification have always been the
mainstream in records of the Chinese civiliza-

tion. te reunification of the country is a
Jrom ion to generation. The retumn

Hong to the motherland has proven that
and Vrte: Jorthooming retun 5
a pros (o) oming return o
Hmm%mqmwmmm

spread ‘
to state relations” across the iwan Straits

virtually an activity aimed at separating the
country. This as met with strong
condemnation of all Chinese at home and

ting back to
that has withstood
the test of w vicissitudes. Quver the
past 24 years s establishment of diplo-
matic ties, thanks o the loving care of lead-
of our two countries and joint efforts of the
sides, Slnn-Ba.:flmdesh relations enjoying
an all-around growth and bilateral ration
based on mutual benefit have pmduc:eg Jruitful
re 4

the visit to Bangladesh of this April by
" his MW '

Li %lﬁﬂlﬂﬂ of the Stantl-
ing Committee of the al People’s Cengress
q?ﬂh{nn has reinforced our bilateral friendly

relations. The cornerstone of the Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Internationsl Conven
tm ' c'er to be built by interest- =. "j)r1 pen-
devd . the Chinese Gooernment : :
dout. The FYfth Sino-Benglodesh = , Sym
boliging the traditional friendsnip bet veen the
fwo countries has also n under construction
In interational affairs, we always share com:
mon views on the important issues. We have
helped each other. trusted each other. under-
stand each other and supported each other. The
Chinese Government appreciated the
Bangladesh Government's adherence to the "one-
China” policy and ifs support gf China on issues
such as human rights.
It is gratifying to note that bilateral relations
betiwween China and Bangladesh are consistently
ng and expanding through many areas of
cooperation. At the moment, China has already

e DR ey, s of Pangcen sort

telecommunication, manufacturing and con-
struction. | believe that the deéep and en-
during bond of hip and cooperation be-
tween China and Bangladesh will continue to
Nourish for the prosperity and well-being of the
peoples of the hwo countries in the coming years.
When the new century (s coming, let’s join our
efforts to bring a more healthy and pigorous
Sino-Bangladesh friendly relationship into the
118t century.
Long live Sino-Bangladesh [riendship.
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Wang Chungui

Ambassador of the People's

Republic of China

to the People's Republic of Bangladesh

The Railway Sector Gears up for

HINA'S railway sector has priorit
up for still greater tion.
evelopment in the
forthcoming century. As Fu
Zhihuan, minister of railways,

ut it, "the entire railway sector
being restructured in a way
commensurate with its role in
the’ nationwide endeavor to
up a truly modernised

for railway construc-
he region encompasses
Sichuan, Yunnan and Guizhou,
Guangxi. Tibel and Chon
and covers about one-fourth
China's landmass: It is rich in
mineral, forest and hydroelec-
tric resources. Just one exam-
ple: it furnishes more than 60
per cent of the exploitable hy-
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Now a Pleasure

by Wen Chihua

long trip for the 55 year-old He
first endured a three-day bus-

ride to Chengdu. From there he
ook a train to the Chinese

capital.

Zhaxi was reported to be the
first Tibetan pilgrim of his
family to ¥ , or the
Lama . In to-

o e Tl .
(US 8230) to make his pilgrim-
age. which shows that dispos-
a income is the prerequisite
for tourism in China.

ng the
period. Millions of
farmers started moving around
the cdountry — but it was hardly
tourism — in the early 1980s.
They were job hunting in the
cities. Most made mo and

ﬂr:ylhctr

some even spent
hard-earned cash on letting
their families make that long-
dreamt-of journey, to their lo-
cal provincial capital, or even
Beijing.

L that time few urbanites
had the opportunity to travel
for pleasure either. If travel oc-
curred, it was for the purpose of
business. To turn meetings into

til la . As late as 1997 Chi-
nese citizens were for the
time allowed to travel on
own expense to certain coun-
tries. Luo and his wife decided
to have a m:mw Sin-
gapore and M ;

The 10-day n-{::u the cou-
ple 36,000 yuan [US $84.337) —

ual to three years of their
:ghry. spite such costs,
some 5.32 million Chinese
tourists paid for their own
overseas tours in 1997. To date,
outbound destinations are in-
creased from the |l three
lo. seven, ranging Irom Thai-
land, SlnFapure and Malaysia
tlo Australia, New Zealand. Ko-
rea and the Philippines.

Tourism is not only fun and

China's Tourism: Once a Pain,

A of
nese — more than half the coun-
try's 1.2 billion lation
— made a one rea- |
son or another in 1998 En
route or at their destinations
they spent about 239 1 billion
yuan (US 8$28.8 billon) and
contributed 70 gcr cent of 343 9
billion yuan (US 841.32 billion)
to the country's 1otal tourism
revenue.

"By 2000 the China National
Tourismm Administration esti-
mates that the country's earn-
mrmm tourtsm will com- |

5 per cent of GDP, com-
pared to 3.7 per cent in 1998 "
:E: He Guangwei. chairman of -

. s 1 tourism -
S o g P

Such a large number on the
move shows that travel is not
the preserve of China's white I
collar workers. “Peasants”

Continued on page 9 |

China: In Search

T is a typical day in Beijis
with a fuzz caused by coa

tirdng ve 1> amies.ons
A3 it T aesine dosi.
A P“.:E‘PJ Al MA & Witi» a

hand over her mouth. A boy
picks black dirt from his nose,
Everyone gets a dirty collar
within an hour. Cars creep
along with their windows shut.
In the last 20 years, China
has moved up and eventually
become top of virtually every
economic performance table in
the back of international fi-
nancial magazines. Economy-
wise, the country's growth has
indeed been impressive. Envi-
roninientally, however, China's
green and it land
come blotched with ! r and
increasing numbers of pollu-
tion blackspots. China had be-
come the world's second largest
wasle-gas-emission country af-
ter the United States — but it
only has a fraction of the cars
owned by Americans. It's a sim-
ple question, but is environ-
mental degradation the high
price China has to pay for such
rapid economic development?

Nature Warns

in 1998 China was given its
clearest warning yet by nature
tip at the Eg.uun’s anﬂ;ﬂnment.
il neglected. would seek revenge.
Sail gejmsinn caused by massive
deforestation was blamed for
causing serious flooding along
the Yangtze and Songhuajiang
rivers. Economic losses reached
200 billion yuan [(USS824 bil-
lton), effectively denting Chi-
nas GDP by 2.5 per cent. The
calastrophes emphasized the
true cost of China's timber in-
dustry, making the sector look.
in hindsight, a false economy.

Within weeks the State
Council, China's cabinet,
banned logging of virgin forests
in many river catchment areas,
while ordering a s ing up of
national tree planting pro-
grammes, :

Ironically, as much of the
country was being threatened
by floods. the Yellow River
could not muster the strength to
make it to the sea. It trickled to
nothing in Henan, with the en-
tire province of Shandong left
lo cross. Hydrologists said de-
forestation was again to blame:
it has reduced rainfall and
caused serious soil erosion.
More than half of the Yellow
River basin suffers from soil

erosion according to Chen Xi-
aoguo, deputy director of the
Y lliw River Mane jeinent
Gowmites onder tue (Moistry
¢ Wale Pusouroes.

Soi erosion affects one-
third of the nation's land and is
justifiably rated as the No. | is-
sue among the country's gamut
of environmental problems.
Silting up has made Dengting
Lake, China's second largest,
shallower and smaller. ngchei
in central China, once known
as "Province of a Thousand
Lakes,” now has just 600 re-

mainln%ﬂ

Anot big headache is de-
sertification — the spread of
desert — that is up
arable farmland equivalent in
area to a medium-sized country
each year, China's total deserti-
fied area now reaches 262 mil-
lion hectares, more than a
quarter of the country's terri-

tory.

Repairs on Many Fronts
On last March 12 hundreds

of thousands of citizens d

holes., planted and water
saplings on what was China's
18th Tree-Planting Day. The
cam was initiated in 1982
at the recommendation of the
late Chinese leader Deng Xia:nr—
ing. Estimates say that two bil-
llon trees are planted on each
Tree-Planting Day, A recent
programme titled "Protecting
the Mother Rivers” calls on
X le t;:!rdnnal: “five fen (0.6
cent) for a ing” or "200
an (US824) F::pal mu of forest"

a4 mu js one-15th of a hectare).
But while environmentally-
aware individuals and entire
enterprises might take action to
save nature and protect society,
what is really needed is gov-

+ ernment policy which |!;llerc!.'u'l!h-:.

the culprit sectors of t
omy from using and abusing
nature for quick profits. For
this reason the State Council's
ing ban was a watershed. It
ruthlessly locked away logging
tools and vehicles and even
went as far as ng roads
accessing the forested regions.
But last year was not the
first time that the government
bit the bullet and started to -
ish the econ for what -
age it did to nature,

Major environmental Fmr

tection out
in recent years include the
shutdown of hundreds of heav-

ecor -

the 21st Century

by Yang Zheng

ported by rail. For this reason,
construction of railways [or
transport of coal is also recetv-
iﬂg,]%rlﬂﬂt?-

€ grealest cross-century
coal transpert projects was
started in 1985 and is scheduled
for completion in 2005. It calls
for building a railway from the
Shenfu-Dongsheng coalfield

China in the 21st century,”

More Railways
Railways currently open to
traffic in China have gp:::um
bined length of 66,000 km, and
expected Lo exceed
70.000 km in just a few years.
The country now ranks first
in Asia in terms of the length of
railways. "But when the figure
is divided by the Chinese popu-
lation, the result is five cen-
timeters, the length of a
arette.” Chief Engineer of
ways Hua Maokun said in
an interview with China Fea-
tures. "Besides, the railway sys-
tem Is somewhat lrrﬁtiunnl. lnl
most raflways are in the coasta
in east China.”
southwest will receive

droelectric poiential verified
across the country.

Construction is under way -
on ten railways and is st
on four more in 1999 in the re-

on. This follows completion

1997 of an 899-km railwa
from Nanning, capital o
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region, to Kunming, capital 'of
the subtropical Yunnan
Province now rising as an im-
portant tourist centre. Officials
and experts hope that by 2002,
the rail transport capacity in
and out southwest China will
double,

Coal accounts for 75 per cent
of the energy consumption in
China. and 70 per cent of the
country's coal output is trans-

that sits astride Shaanxi and
Inner Mongolia, to the
Huanghuagang Port in Hebei. A
270-kg section of the railway,
from Shenmu of Shaanxi to
Shuozhou of Shanxi Province,
was ed to traffic in 1995,
and the 588-km section from
Shuozhou to Huanghuagang.
will be completed 003. This
will be the second trunk rail
line for coal transport, the first
being the 653-km line from
Datong in north Shanxi to the
Qinhuangdao Port in Hebei,
also with an annual carrying
capacity of 100 million tons.

Restructuring of the

Railway Sector
While building new railways,

railway officials hold that the
entire railway sector needs to be
restructured in order to compete
with the civil aviation and road
transport sectors. Minister Fu
disclosed that during the 1988-
1998 period, the national air
passenger volume increased 196
per cent, and the national road

assenger volume, 75 per cent.

e rallway sector, however,
registered a 20 per cent negative
growth. : .

The first move is to increase
the train speed. tech-
no al renovation in
April 1997 and October 1998,

the average speed nfpauenﬁ
trains increased from 80
per hour to 140-160 on lines
mkcd up for riments.
- s that
depart at dusk and arrive at
dawn — are now on some of the
trunk lines. The Xinshisu tilt-

ing train proeduced by the ABB
Daimler- is running be-
tween G and Kowloon
at 200 KPH. the fastest in
China.

This, however, is far from

being the end of the story. Con- .

ntmcﬂﬁ is h'::: In in 2000 ﬁ
the 1, 7

high-speed line ﬁl-t
run at a maximum of 250
KPH. Upon com of the
line, a single trip between the
national capital and China's
most im ant financial and

indu centre will take just
six hours, instead of 12

the exi Beijing-
Haﬂwa;r.un‘?me: more -

'8 trunk lines are

anned for the next cent —-
rom Beijing to -
from Beijing to Harbin and

from on the east

Chlnam to 'l"h;ﬂﬁ-
to reduce

time from 24 to 10 hours.

The is attaching

equal i to electrifi-

cation r . China haa

12,5786 km of electrified rail
lines, which account for 19 per
cent of the combined length of
all operational rail lines and
handle one quarter of the rail-
Continued on page 9

of Green and

by Xu Zhengfeng

ily-polluting small paper mills
g the Huaihe hpa in cen-
trel-=ast Cona. and strict of-
fvev-Mscharne restrictions on
factories around Tathwu La'e in
east China and Erhal Lake in
Yunnan. southwest China.

Refuges for Nature
The fight against desertifica-
tion and soil erosion in China
started a long time ago. In 1978
4 massive programme named
‘Northern Afforestation Pro-
ject” was launched to create a
green belt across the full width
of China's arid northern terri-
tory, from the central Asian re-
mlunf Xinjiang to northeast
L. The green belt, with its

section

to the Great WWMB:.MM
know as "the Green Great Wall ~
With a h of 4,400 km and a
width of km, the green belt
shields the farming lives of 150
million people and prevents 20
percent of Lhe nation's deserti-
fied land from spreading fur-
ther. Besides, the vast belt has

become a haven for wildlife.
Nature reserves in their own
t have also been estab-
lis . By 1998, a total of 926
nature reserves dot the map of
China. their combined size
amounting to 7.64 percent of
China's total land area. "This
exceeds the world average level
of 7 percent.” says Xie Zhenhua,
director of the National Enwvi-

Zhu Rongji
Premier of the People’s Republic of China

ronmental Protection !
With the aid of the |
Environment Fund, China
vows (o further COOPeTE -
tiom with the initeraational
community for proteciing and
developing nature reserves,
With from the Fund, the
area of tropical rain forests in
Xishuanbanna, Yunnan
ovince. has been expanded
rom 198,000 hectares in |988
lo 243,000 hectares now.
Yunnan in southwest China
is known for its great biodiver-
sity. The province has so far set
up more than 200 ection
bases for and rare
plant and animal species. and

its 15 nature reserves have. .

_r‘:r!ned the "World Biosphere
etwork,” according to Hao
Jianxiu., a vice-minister in
charge of the State Develop-
ment Planning Commission.

Kunming, the provincial
capital of Yunnan, is pla
host to the ‘99 World Horticul-
ture tion from May to Oc-
tober this year. The . the
largest ever held. should help
China forge a smoother link be-
tween t and nature.
The Expo's s "Man and
Nature Marching into the 21st
century.”

Acknowledgment

Accordi to the People's
Daily. China's leading newspa-
per. one-third of the country's

Clean Land

wrn% is pestered by soil ero-
ston, per cemt of its urban
rivers are pollvted. and 15-70
per cent of andmal and botand-
cal sgpc:*s are in d of ex-
tinction. Each year, pollution-
caused losses amount to B per
cent of the country's GDP on av-

mﬁderd there is wider and

more open acknowled of
the folly of neglecting ﬂmmn-

ronment.

During the last decade, some
of China's richest urban resi-
dents have swapped their bikes
lor cars. Presently there are }8
million meoter wvehicles in

China, and 1.3 million in

Bglﬁ. thrée times the number
n

early 1990s. From the
mid- 1980s. tall gas replaced
coal-burning emissions as the
main source-of city pollution.
Starting from 1988 46 k
cities n fo announce we
air quality indexes, and from
this May 1 on. Beijing reports
its alr quality daily.

In 1995, the Air Pollution
Frevention Law was amended
and put into effect with stricter
stipulations. Owners of motor
vehicles in big cities are com-
pelled to carry out technical
improvements to meet hasher
tail gas standards. The percent-
age of up-te-standard motor ve-
hicles has risen to 70 per cent
from the previous 40 per cent.

Continued on page 9
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OUR HEARTIEST FELICITATIONS
on the occasion of the

National Day

of the People's Republic of

CHINA

@ ALPHA AND ASSOCIATE COMPANIES

*' Alpha Agro Lid.

+ Industrial Management & Consultants Lid.
+ Alpha Aviation & Services Lid. + Kanak Handicrafts Lid.
+ Alpha Pharmaceuticals Ltd. '« Mocgregor & Balfour (BD) Ltd.
¢ Alpha Tobacco Mfg. Co. Limited ple  « Northern Jute Mig. Co. Lid. p.l.c
+ Bangladesh Health Home (Pvt.) Lid. « Sreepur Textile Millls Lid. p.l.c
« Bangladesh Leaf Tobacco Co. Ltd. plc o Tamak Shilpa (Pvt) Co. Lid.
¢ Erbalid ¢ Timberex (BD) Lid.
+ Erba-China Engineering Workshop Ltd. + Virginia Flue-Cured Tobacco Co. (BD) Lid.
+ Himagar Lid.

Jatiya Scout Bhaban (9th-12th fioor), 70/1, Purana Paltan Line, Kakrall,

Dhaka-1000.
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