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Al 7:30 am on any working
day in the Dhanmondi residen-
an estimated 150 private En-
glish medium schools. colleges
and universities, offices and
shops situated between Road-1
| to 27 start to pour into the area
by rickshaws, autorickshaws
and other vehicles. Soon the
only operating narrow bridge at
Road-8B starts to get choked.
IDeafenm horns from brand

new cars [ill the air surpassing
many a decibel. Traffic moves
literally at a snail's pace.

Half an hour later, at 8 am,
rickshaws, autorickshaws, mi-
crobuses and cars carrying
anxious looking parents accom-
panying their children rush to
the area from every possible
road. Soon, almost inter-
| section of the residential area
Elu into a traffic mess. And

uilding materials stacked on
the roads force the two-way
traffic to go mad.

Unruly and impatient mo-
torists and rickshaw drivers,
Iappar:nﬂy orant of the traf-
fic rules and devoid of common
sense, try to force their way into
whatever space they have in
front of them.

Vehicles take the right with-
qul leaving any space for the
oncoming ones. Others from
behind follow suit. There is no
{way to reverse. Hundreds of
vehicles from every direction
start to blow their horn. At
places one or two frustrated
guardians get down from their
vehicles to l;nﬂc the seemingly
impossible knot.

Hopeless, mothers disem-
bark their vehicles and

in deep disorder

By Morshed Ali Khan

tial area, thousands of stafl of

start galloping towards schools
fearing refusal of entry for be-
ing late. The walk too is haz-
ardous, for the pavement has
been encroached upon by con-
struction materials, makeshift
shops, cattle sheds or uncov-
ered manholes.

The chaos continues in front
of many schools. Teachers, of-
ficials and heads of some of the
busy schools point their finger
at the “irresponsible guardians
and drivers” for the sickening
situation,

“You will see the vehicles are
arriving at the school gate from
the wrong side of the road and
parents taking all the time on
earth to sa cFuud-by: to their
children u.ng rivers descendl.nq
to open the boot for the schoo
bags. The worst part is that
they are totally indifferent to
others’ rights,” said a principal
of a school who preferred to
remain unnamed.

During school hours Sat-
masjid road and roads 7. 8,
15,22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29
30. 31 and 32 wear the same
look. At Road-25, with four
schools and the 4Dﬂ-hedr
Ban%!adeah Medical College
(BMC), the traffic situation
reached such a proportion that
the BMC authorities had to
engage traffic police apart
from t their own initiative
to make the road a une-wa}r’

thoroughfare. An investigation
revealed that the BMC has
turned its |:l>arkjng space into
class rooms leaving hundreds of
vehicles to park on the narrow
road outside. Two multi-storey
buildings side by side house the

Seepage 11 Cal 5 '

INTERNET: http//www.dailystarnews.com

ASHWIN 16 1406 BS

quake

DHAKA FRIDAY OCTOBER 1. 1999

JAMADIUS SUNY 20, 1420 HIJRI

could

“

e o ek, sy

20 PAGES PLUS MAGAZINE_: PRICE TAKA 9.00

B S,

be catastroi)iiié

Violation of building codes and sub-standard construction have made two major
cities all the more vulnerable, caution experts
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uilding code, the capital is on a precaripus I'nhl.ing. A major earﬁiquake
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By Shehab Ahmed

Most buildings of Dhaka and
hittagong cities may be re-
duced to rubble if and when hit
by a major earthquake as
builders so far have not cared to
adhere to building codes and use
pm_ﬁir construction materials,
e aftermath of such a
quake would be "catastrophic if
not a yptic”, as the country
still lacks capabilities to re:
spond to such an eventuality,
experts caution,

These major cities fall in
Seismic Zone-2. But buildings
mushrooming in the cities are
not built as per specification,
following the building code
made in 1993, they said.

Bangladesh, lying on a ma-
or seismic fault line have not

ad a major quake above 6 on
the Richter scale since early
this century.

There have been seven major
guakes since 1869 — the Jan-

10, 1869,

achar earthquake regis-
tered 7.5 on the Richter scale.
Its epicentre was only 250 miles
off Dhaka and Sylhet. which
suffered most.

The Bengal earthquake of
July 1885 had been on 7 Richter
»EI‘-EE{E and an epicentre 10 miles
off Dhaka.

The July 1918 Srimangal
earthquake had a 7.6 Richter
scale impact and occurred only
150 miles off the city.

The Dhubri quake in 1930
had been on 7.1 Richter scale
and the epicentre was 250 miles
away from Dhaka.

he two dc\rastatil{ﬁ
tremors, both having a streng
of 8.3 and 8 5 on the Richter
scale respectively occurred on

Upposition programme

- passes off peacefully

Police stop EC-bound marchers at different points

Fplice halted thousands of
Mﬂn activists at different
ts in the city as they
marched towards the Election
E:t:gmussmn Secretariat yes-
ay to a siege to it to press
their vaﬁlgﬁs demands mglud+
ing resignation of the Chief
Election Commissioner.

The simultaneous siege pro-
ramme of the BNP, Jatiya
arty. Jamaat-e-Islami and
Islami Oikya jote, however,
pas:ilcd off pcaccfuély. Some
smaller parties inclu J

and HDF:]&& marchcdmtgnw:g:
the EC office.

The BNP-led oppesition al-
liance announced the EC siege
programme on September 22 to
press its demands -- tion
of CEC Muhammad Abu Hena,

restructuring of EC, prepara-
tion of fresh voters' list and
identity cards b the
current ‘faulty’ list and ID cards

and inclusion of the voters who
have not been included in the
present list.

As part of the programme,;
BNP and JP separately marched
towards the EC Secretariat
from Kalabagan. Jamaat from

By Staff Correspondent

Maghbazar and I0J from Asad

Gate crossing at noon.
BNP and JP processions
were halted by police at

Dhanmondi Road--27 crossing
while that of Jamaat and 10.J at

* Bangla Motor Crossing and

Manik Mia Avenue respec-

tively.

e government had earlier
impo a 24-hour ban from 6
am yesterday on any rallies,
processions and gatherings in
the area around the EC office.

Tight security measures were
See page 11 Col 4

Minister tries to

Transhipment

The government so far has
not received any proposal from
India for .allowi them to
Carry arms adesh
to quell their internmal insur-
gencies, rts.UNB.

State Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir
stated this at a dialogue yester-
day brushing aside skepticism

clear security fear

talk at BIDS

about E:Ecurity liazq:w:m:t:: of the
pro transhipment trea
MLIED India. 5 2

He reaffirmed government
stand neither to allow Indian
rebels to carry out any activities
from inside Bangladesh, nor
Indian government to use
Bangladesh land to quash in-
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Mr Salim A Khan MBA, who is the senjormost qualified

Housing industry of Bangladesh and the
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By Staff Correspondent

A senior Unicef official
miraculously escaped unscathed
after a train hit his car yester-
day at the level-crossing near
Sonargaon Hotel.

Bala Gopal was on his way
to work, driving along the
Sonargaon side of the two-lane
road when the accident took
place at 7-50 in the morning. At
this hour, the other side is
usually occupied by traders at
the local 'wholesale' fish mar-
ket, forcing all vehicles to a sin-
g!erlim*.. 3 .

is wa ro
the E%mtllgggtraﬂ'ic, }rhe drﬁe
t on to the level crossing
which was kept open, com-
pletely unawares of the onrush-
ing train.

"It was a brush with des-
tiny,” Bala Gopal said. “It is
certainly the providence of God."

Fortunately, the train hit the
nose of his Hyundai sedan and
he received a severe whiplash.

Railway police said they had
received a letter from Bala
Gopal describing the incident.
EJCF.‘ GRP at Kamalapur told
The Daily Star at 9-35 p.m.
that the matter was under in-
vestiagtion and the investigatng
officer, was yet to return. No
action was taken against the
r but he was

ted, he said.
OJA a 049) had

on-duty gatekeepe

in
;giﬂ car

been damaged and was taken
away by Unicef, he said.

ere had been a number of
accidents at the level-crossing in

the past. Gate-keepers were ac-
cused of negligence on their
part.

Duty on
onion
goes

The government has decided
to allow duty-free import of
onion with immediate effect to
contain its price-hike on the
domestic market, says UNB,

"This decision came into ef-
fect from today and would con-
tinue up to March 31, 2000.,"
sald an official announcement
yesterday.

in the wake of uptrend in
onion prices for the last few
days, the government withdrew
all 7.5 per cent duty on onion
imports to facilitate consumers
to have the daily necessity at a
reasonable price.

The government also with-
drew all taxes and duties on
onion imports last year to sta-
bilise the overheating market of
the spice item.

Onion became dear for big
production shortfalls in the
country in recent years. Almost
same is the scenario in neigh-
bouring India from where
country gets a large quantum of
onions

The handout from the: |

Commerce Ministry said about
30 per cent of the total annual
consumption of onion is fulfilled
from local production while the

See Page 11 Col 8

P Gﬁ;ntér Grass gets“;'
Nobel Literature Prize

STOCKHOLM, Sept 30: Novelist Guenter
Grass. Germany's best-known writer of the -
World War Il generation, won the 1999
Prize in Literature today, reports AP.
rought a smile from the
71-year-old author. "I'm happy." he tulddLuumal-

with his wife and dog from
endorf in northern Germany.
cited Grass' first novel,
ublished in 1959, for us
or German literature
decades of linguistic and moral destruction.”

See page 11 Col 4
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NAM preparation still in the air

Janua 1934 and August
15,1950, took place in Bihar
and Nepal and in Assam;

The ‘shallow focal depth’
had prevented Dhaka from de-
struction during the nearest
quake in S :

But Bangladesh's capabili-
ties to monitor quakes are vin-
tage. Only one seismic observa-
tory in Chittagong, set up In the
early fiftles cannot cope with
the need. Often it cannot even
record the intensity and spaot
the epicentre because the obser-

Watch out if
the flat you're
buying complies
with safety
standards!

vatory uses outdated equi t
which even remain out of order
more often than not.
Mushrooming of high rises,
buildings growing like concrete
jungles under bad supervision,
use of adulterated cement, poor

. construction material make the

post-quake possibilities look
more like a nightmare than
anything else, architects and
engineers interviewed by the
Star said.

Researchers at the
Bangladesh University of Engj-
neering and Technology (BU

say that they are preparing a
See Page 11 Cul 6

iver transport
strike postponed

Water Transport Owners'
| Association postponed its plan-
ned strike yesterday after a
Iruitful discussion with Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina at her
official residence, reports UNB,

Despite her illness, the Prime
Minister met Lhe repreascniatives
of the WTOA in the afternoon
and listened to their problems,
official sources said.

Hasina directed the authori-

See page 11 Col 5

Infrastructure building is yet to get off the ground

By M Anwarul Haq

Preparations for the upcom-
ing NAM Summit at Dh are
still at a conceptual level. ac-
cording to many observers.

Wﬂﬁ less than two years left
for the Summit, infrastructure
development activities are yet to
begin on the desired scale for
the great international meeting.

Unlike other major cities,
where previous N Summits
were held,. the last in South

Africa’s cosmopolitan city of

Durban, Dhaka's main disad-
vantage hap
of suflicient infrastructure facil-
ities, particularly related to con-
ferencing, hotel accommeodation

pens to be the lack

and a service industry.

Bangladesh's experience in
hosting international confer-
ences has remained limited to
holding twice the 7-nation
SAARC Summit, the eight na-
tion. D-8 meet and the 56-
member OIC Conference of
foreign ministers in 1983.

Delegations from some 114
nations of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) are ted to
arrive at the Bangladesh capital
in the first week of tember
2001, for theymext Summit,
which is the 13 in its 39-year
career, An estimated 5000 for-

See Page 12 Col 5
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