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Dhaka should also
be careful,
says Vajpayee

KRISHNAGAR, West Bengal,
Sept 28: Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee today said
India wants to further improve
its relations with Bangladesh
but that country should also be
careful about maintaining it.
reports PTI.

Addressing an election meet-
ing in support of BJP candidate
Satyabrata Mukherjee in the
town bordering Bangladesh. he
said it is good if there is in-
crease in trade with Bangladesh
or if rail link with it is estab-
lished.

But Bangladesh should also
be careful about improving the
ties, he said.

Slating that India wanted
ood relations with its neigh-
ours, Vajpayee said he had

gone to Lahore (o improve ties
with Pakistan but at that time
they had sent intruders in
Kargil.

. But Kargil action has proved
that our army can throw out
initruders. he added.

Dhaka protests
deployment of

Indian troops
along border

Bangladesh has expressed its
concern over the deployment of
Indian troops along the border,
a foreign office spokesman said
yesterday, reports BSS.

The spokesman said Bang-
ladesh High Comrmissioner to
. New Delhi Mostafa Faruque
Mohammed met Indian Mi-
nister of State for External
Affairs Basundara Raje and
expressed Dhaka's concern over
the development along the
comimon border,

Mostata Faruque also ex-
pressed the government's grave
concern over a series of border
incidents in recent times in
which a number ol Bangladeshi
nationals, including BDR per-
sonnel were killed, He further
stated that there was also intru-
sion by Indians into Bangla-
desh territory. the spokesman
said.

- Some diplomats of the In-
dian High Commission in the
city, including the High Comi-
missioneér. were summone
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Prayver Timings
September 29

! Azan Jamaal
_Fajr 4-30 5-00
| Zohr 12-45 1-30
| AST 4-30 4-45
| Maghrib | 600 6-05
Esha 7-45 8-15

Source: Islamic Foundation

The High Court yesterday
ordered stay of further payment
against the MIG-29 purchase
deal till one week after reopen-
ing of the Supreme Court on
October 21 following vacation.

The HC also directed the gov-
ernment and others concerned
to show cause as to why the
Treaty dated February 9, 1999
and the eement dated June
<28, 1999 shall not be declared to
have been made without lawiul
authority.

The Court further ordered
the secretaries of the ministries
of defence and finance and Air
Force chief Air Vice-Marshal
Jamal Uddin Ahmed to explain
why they should not be directed
to comply with the reselution of
the Parliamentary Standin%
Comunittee on the Ministry o
Defence to submit the Treaty
and the Agreement to the
Committee. The resolution was
taken at the 12th meeting of the
Committee.

A Division Bench of the HC
comprising Justice Syed J. R
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By SC Correspondent

Rudassir Hossain and Justice
Bijon Kumar Das passed the or-
ders yesterday after hearing
Acting Attorney General Mah-
bubey Alam and Dr Kamal Hos-
sain, counsel for the petitioner.

Maj. (Retd] Mohammad
Akhtaruzzaman, a BNP MP,
who is also a member of the
Parliamentary Standing Co-
mmittee on the Ministry of
Defence, field a writ petition
challenging the Treaty and the
Agreement.

On Monday, upon a verbal
prayer irom Deputy Attorney
Gneral Obaidur Rahman Mus-
tafa for time for submission,
the court adjourned the hearin
Lill yesterday and restrainec
the government from making
any payment against the deal,

- made with Russia.

It was stated in the writ peti-
tion Lhat the governmeiit signed
the Agreement with the gov-
ernment of Russia on June 28,
19899 for purchase of eight MIG-
29 aircraft at a cost of 124 mil-
lion 1S Dollars under a Defence

ASHWIN 14 1406 BS

Writ challenging Mig purchase deal

HC halts further payment,
asks govt to show cause

Technical Co-operation Treaty.
which was enlered on February
9 1999,

But the Trealy itself has yet
not been approved by the Par-
liamenlary Standing Commit-
lee on Delence, as required by
the Rules of Business, 1996, [t
was neither submitted to the
Presidenl nor placed in the
Parliamen! as required by Arti-
cle 145A of the Constitution,
the petition said.

It was [urther stated in the
petition that the petitioner had
raised the issue at the 12th
meeting of the S body. It was
resolved at the meeting that
members of the JS body "shall
be provided with the copies of

the Treaty and the Agreement

and the matter will be decided
later".

But neither any copy of the
Treaty and the Agreement was
supplied to the members nor the
Cominiliee took any decision in
this regard. the pelitioner

See page 11 Col 4

KHULNA, Sept 28: Shad-
Moni Shopping Complex of Er-
shad Shikder was demolished
tndaﬂ.

The shopping complex was
illegally built by Ershad Shikder
on KDA and railway lands last
year. o

Joint forces of police; BDR
and APBN demolished the entire
complex having over 100 shops
this morning. 3

The demolition was ordered
by Heme Minister Mochammad
Nasim while addressing a public

ﬁa:therih'g at Skid Ghat during
. shui:sit.ﬂl-lgre on Monday.. - i
17 " Two_ "ulldozers of KCC

knocked down the shops there
at about 8 am and razed them
to the ground one after another.
Top ranking officials of KDA,
Railway department and KMP
Were dpresent during the demoli-
tion drive. =

A source in KMP told his cor-
respondent that another shop-

Shikdar's shopping
mall demolished

From Staff Correspondent

ping complex named 'Nalchity
Complex” constructed by Er-
shad on railway land will also
be demolished tomorrow. Er-
shad Shikder hails from Nal-
chity thana of Pirojpur district
and therefore the complex has
been named after the thana:

People have also demanded
demolition of S M A Rob Shop-
ping Complex as it has been il-
]e{_{?jll}r constructed on Railway
land.

The complex -has been
named after S M A Rob, AL
Mayural candidate. ..

'When asked™Me Estate Of-

ficer of Railway department
said that the AL Mayoral candi-
date was not given permission
to build unauthorised estab-
lishments. Rob pgrabbed the
land and built the shopping
mall after joining the ruling
pa:;:,r Irom Jatiya Party, he
said.

JU students
continue

hunger strike

From JU Correspondent

SAVAR, Sept 28: agitating
students of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versily continued their hunger
strike for the second day today
demanding withdrawal of en-
hanced admission fee.

Some 20 students joined fast
unto death' on the campus
Monday, creating a deadlock in
academic activities.

Another group of students
under the banner of 'Admission
Fee-hike Resistance Committee’
today organised a rally on the
premises of Social Science
Faculty on the same demand.

The rally was addressed,
;mmn Dthﬂra,,ﬁhy‘ Giimn Forum

resident D Kamal -Mogsain..
t“[‘::’ﬂﬂ'mﬁnu‘r" Ragﬁ}%
Advotate Sultana Akhter, Ha-
jera Sultana of Sammilita Nari
Samaj. Shamsunnahar Jotsna
ol Nari Pragati Sanga, Shirin
Akhter of Samajtantrik Mo-
hila Forum and economist Anu
Mohammad.
The speakers expressed soli-
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Going the ‘ambitious’, rrelevant’ way

The Buriganga blight

Projects are being drawn up by various agencies as the Save-the-Buriganga drive gets a
y be able to rescue the old, neglected river from these
' — Star photo by A K M Mohsin

kind ¢f momentum, but will the

encroachers?

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance has taken elaborate
preparalionsto lay siege to the
Election Commission office
tomorrow i{o press the Chief
Election Commissioner (o quit
immediately paving the way
‘for fair elections'. :

As part of the programme
announced on September 22,
the BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-
e-Islami and Islamic Oikya Jote
(I0J) will separately march to-
marrow morning {o lay siege on
different spots converging on

?‘H:"F a 1

planned 'siege’ programme of
the opposition, has imposed a
24-hour ban from 6am on
Thursday over a wide area
[about two kilometres] around

the EC ornl holding any
gathering, procession and
demonslLration.

The Dhaka Metropolitan

By Rezaul Karim

Police Commissioner under two
specific articles of the DMP
Ordinance has imposed the re-
striction learing disruption of
peace and discipline as well as
security of life and property.
On a previous occasion, the

BNP after the Pabna-2 by-polls |

“laid siege” on the EC office on
December 17 last year demand-
ing resignation of CEC
Muhammad Abu Hena for his
alleged failure to maintain neu-
trality. At that time the prohib-
ited. area for gathering was
smaller than this time. . -
Th# restricted areas &re :
Bangla Motor crossing to
Mohakhali rail crossing, from
Western part ol Bangla Motor
link road to Sonargaon Road
SAARC Fountain crossing,
from Eastern point of Pantha-
path to Green Road connecting
point to Farmgate, Shamoli
cinema hall to Dhanmondi

Ban around EC as bpposition
prepares to lay siege tomorrow

Road no. 27, Agargaon Shishu
Mela crossing to Rokeya
Swarani-Agargaon connecting
point to old Nine Division
crossing [Aeroplane crossing) to
Parjatan crossing at Bijoy
Swarani, from Eastern point of
Indira Road to Weslern part of
Manik Mia Avenue. restricted
area of Jatiya Sangsad, Chan-
drima Uddayan and all roads.
lanes and by lanes towards the
EC office area.

Unlike in the past. the oppo-
sition parties have decided not

o submit any memprandum to

the CEC during thetr simulta-
neous siege programme. The
cily units of the four parties
will organise programmes sep-
arately. _

“To whom will we submit the
memorandum ... we have no
confidence on the CEC and we
are demanding his immediate

See Page 12 Col 7
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KATHMANDU, Sept 28: The
173-member Bangladesh con-
tingent is yet to get a gold alter
the third day of the Bth SAF
Games today.

it turned out to be yet an-
other disappointing day for
Bangladesh as they could man-
age only a silver and three
bronzes.

The day's only silver came

through ace athlete Mahbub

ANNOUNCEMENT

Young Entrepreneurs and Professionals Forum

Che EB;?Q Star

Seminar on

Starting Your Own Business : How to Get the Finance
In association with The British Council

TChe Daily Star and Young Entrepreneurs and Professionals Forum
Cordially invite you to attend the above seminar to be held on
Thursday, 30 September 1999
at The British Council Auditorium
from 5:00PM to 8:00PM

Speakers from banks and other entrepreneurship development institutions
will make brief presentations on how to finance your business.
Our target group includes individuals who are or who want o be entrepreneurs and
who need to finance their ventures through bank loans but
don’t know how lo meet the loan requirements.

I you are Inferested to attend the Seminar, please register immediately
(Which is free but mandatory) by sending us your 1. Name 2. Organization to the
Fax : 886061/9564723 or Tel: 9882240/885214.

Email: yepf@email.com

We look forward to seeing you!

From Hasan Masood

Alam in 200m sprint. Defend-
ing champion Mahbub finished
at par with Pakistan’s Maqgsood
Ahmed, clocking 21.15 seconds
each. After a 30-minute scru-
tiny of the photo finish. the
verdict went in favour of Mag-
sood,

The close finish of this event
brought back similar memories
ol the Madras SAF Games four
years ago. But at that time
Mahbub won the photo verdict
at the Nehru Stadium to win the
only athletics pgold for Bang-
ladesh.

The three bronzes of Bang-
ladesh c¢ame from three
disciplines — karate, swimming

-and shooting.
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Mahbub Alam

Bangladesh face
Lanka in crucial

match today

Sports Reporter

With their back against the
wall Bangladesh will be looking
lor at least a draw to Keep their
hopes alive for a maiden SAF
lootball gold when they take on
Sri Lanka at the Dasharath
Stadiumn in Kathmandu today.

While Bangladesh will be
looking for a draw in the last
Group B match, Sri Lanka has
a tougher ask -- that of win-
ning. for a place in the semi-fi-
nal behind Maldives.

Maldives confirmed their
semi-final berth with consecu-
tive victories against Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh.

The tournament's “‘dark
horse’ blanked Sri Lanka 4-0
before defeating Bangladesh by
the odd goal in three on Mon-
day.

The defeat of the national’

leam shocked millions of foot-
ball fans at home. But coach
Samir Sakir has vowed to make
4 turnaround in the competi-
tion, which they never won de-
spite making it (o the final for a
record four times.

- Heroinhaul =
Arrest, attachment of

property of three
‘businessmen ordered

By Staff Correspondent

The Chief Metropolitan
magistrate, Dhaka yesterday
issued warrant for arrest of
three businessmen and attach-
ment of their property for their
alleged involvermment in smug-

gling of 24.1 k¢ heroin into the

country recently,

The three are Abul Kamal,
Mohiuddin and Jahangir. The
Department of Narcotics [DNC)
sought warrant for arrest of
four businessmen and attach-
ment of their property. The
court issued warrant against
the three as specific address of
the rest one — Hanif — could not
be submitted to the court.

DNC Sources yesterday said
that acting on a tip-off, they
conducted an operation at the
Palwel Market at Naya Paltan
in the city late Monday night to

arrest two more persons al-
legedly involved in the racket.
But they fled away.

The DNC personnel then ar-
rested two other persons --
Nurul Alsar and Mir Hossain --
from a travel agency olfice at
the market on charge of helping
the suspects flee.

The arrested two were pro-
duced before the Metropolitan
Magistrate's court. The court
sent them to Dhaka Central
Jail.

The consignment of heroin
which was recovered from Hotel
Rajmoni Isa Kha in the city on
September 20 was flown to
Dhaka in a PIA flight from
Pakistan. Some PIA men might
be involved in the racket. DNC
sources claimed.
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Buriganga

By Morshed Ali Khan

As the government keeps
promising a coordinated effort
lo save the river Buriganga, dif-
lerent agencies are going their
way to work on the river with-
out consulting one another;, °

The WDB, Rajuk; BIWTA
have chalked out their own
plans and projects to "save the
river’. But most of these plans
are either “"over ambitious”™ or
‘irrelevant” to the actual prob-
lems of the river. sources said.

Other than forming two
committees in the light of the
“Save the Buriganga” drive, the
government has no immediate
action plan to protect the river
Buriganga from rapid en-
croachment and pollution. ac-
cording to officials of different
agencies involved. The second
committee headed by the
Divisional Commissioner has
held only two meetings since it
was formed in 1997,

See Page 11 Col 7

I'm now 71,
[ regret...

By Diplomatic
Correspondent

Principal Md Qamruzza-
man. who has been appointed

Bangladesh ambassador to
Morocco, has regretted his in-
ability Lo take up his new as-
signiment,

‘I am now 71 years old. |
have always led an honest life. |
have no temptation except to
serve my people through poli-
tics." he told The Daily Star yes-
terday.

He said he had earlier con-
veyed his regret verbally to the
Prime Minister and would in-
form the Foreign Ministry in
writing shortly.

Md Qamruzzaman who is an
AL presidium member and

| hails from Shailkupa, Jheni-

dah said he had cited health
grounds for declining the offer.
Asked further, the veteran AL
member spoke aboul his
commitment to pelitics but did
not want to elaborate about
refusal to accept the diplomatic
appointment after more than
six months.

Incidentally, the new en-
voy's name had already been
forwarded by the foreign min-
istry to the Moroccan govern-
ment which had accepted the

| new ‘'agreement of appoint-

ment,

Khaleda urges HR
bodies, NGOs to

rehabilitate

sex workers

Leader of the Oppaosition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia has
called upon the human rights
organisations and NGOs to re-
habilitate the sex workers
evicted from Narayanganj, re-
ports UNE.

The call came from the BNP
chairperson when a group of sex
workers led by Samia Afrin of
Naripakha and Juliana Rozario
of CARE called on her at her of-
ficial residence yesterday
evening.

"We don't want that women
engage in this profession. They
[sex workers] should be reha-
bilitated properly so that the
society is not polluted,” Khaleda
was quoted to have told the NGO
leaders.

Khaleda's press secretary
Ahmed Nazir briefed newsmen
after the meeting.
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Clinton to visit 'missing part

of hus life' early next year

NEW YORK. Sept 28.
President Bill Clinton plans to
visil India and Pakistan after
the Indians elect and install a
new government, Secretary of
Slate Madeleine Albright told
India's foreign minister, report
AP, Reuters.

Clinton also will stop in
Bangladesh on a visit that orig-
inally was planned for 1998 but
was postponed when India and
Pakistan both set off nuclear
Lests.

The president has viewed a
visit to India as 'a missing part
of his life,' Albright said
Monday.

Albright. in New York for
the two-week opening session
of the UN General Assembly,
mel in her hotel suite with
Indian Foreign Minister Jasw-
ant Singh and later, separately,
with Pakistan's foreign
minister, Sartaj Aziz.

A senior administration of-
ficial briefing reporters on the
condition of anonymity, said
Clinton’s planned visit to the
subcontinent was discussed at
both sessions.

No specific date has been set,
the official said. But other offi-
cials said a Clinton visit is
likely early next year.

e

US officials told Reuters
they are looking for Clinton to
make the trip as early as
January and no later than
March.

The United States wants
India and Pakistan to take
steps to "create a positive envi-
ronment” for the visit, the offi-
cials said.

With both foreign minis-
ters. Albright discussed ten-
sions between their two coun-
tries over disputed Kashmir and
the need to get peace talks
moving again, nuclear nonpro-

liferation and the fight against
international terrorism and
narcotics trafficking,

They also discussed sanc-
tions in the aftermath of 1998's
nuclear tests. Lifting sanctions
continues to be "a moving tar-
%r:t" in the US Congress, the of-
icial said. Although sanctions
ort agricultural goods have al-
ready been eased, eflorts to lift
other sanctions are tied up in
end-ol-fiscal-year maneuvering
in the Republican-led Congress.

With Aziz, Albright also ex-
pressed concern over the arrests
of several hundred people in
Pakistan before a planned op-
position weckend demonstra-
Llion, the official said.

That echoed remarks earlier
in the day in Washington by
State Department spokesman
James Rubin, who said the ar-
rests appeared to be "an attempt
lo suppress a peaceful protest
against the government.”

Albright told Singh that
curbing the spread of weapons
of mass destruction is "one of
our highest priorities as we
look out to the 21st century.”

The official said Singh reit-
erated the desire of the current
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PUBLIC NOTICE

This is for the information of the public that certain
advertisements appearing in national daily newspapers on
23 August 1999 and 2 September 1999 by an entity calling
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