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Ensemble Oriol Berlin's Opus

The group performs some of the masterpieces from the great German classical composers at Osmani Memorial Hall

By Mishu M Chuwd&ury

HE orchestra group from
Berlin "enchanted the
music lovers with some

eighteenth century romantic
scores at the Osmani Memorial

The Ensemble Oriol Berlin troupe

orchestra,

Hall Auditorium on Sunday.

As the independent chamber
'‘Ensemble Oriol
Berlin' performed at the Goethe
Institut’s concert, the audience
were touched by the tender
melodies of the four classical
composers Bach, Mozart,

Mahler and Mendelssohn. The
orchestra group 'Ensemble
Oriol Berlin' was founded in
1985 at the Hochschule der
Kunste in Berlin. Since then it
has focused its training on the
17th and 18th century classical
musie and 20th century modern

music. The ensemble achieved
the Artist Prize of Berlin in
1991 and the Orchestra Prize of
the German Mozart Society in
1995,

The classical programme be-
gan with a short introduction
on the masters by Dr. Martin
Zenck, the moderator of the
show. He introduced Johann
Sebastian Bach's solo concerto
Violin Concerto in E major.

Martin Zenck was born in
1945 in the Black Forest region.
During his school days he
learnt to play the clarinet and
the piano. He studied musicol-
ogy, philosophy and literature
in Freiburg and Berlin, and
graduated with a Ph.D. His
fields of research were mainly
music of the 18th and 19th cen-
turies and also the contempo-
rary music. In 1982, Prof.
Zenck started his career as a
lecturer in violin. He has been
teaching as a professor at the
Universities of Essen,
Saarbrucken, Bamberg and
Wurzburg since 1986.

The performance began with
Johann Sebastian Bach's
Violin Concerto in E major,
which reveals his astonishing
diversity of creative possibili-
ties in the field of the instru-
mental concertos, The outer
movements of the concerto in E*
major featured the exact repeti-

tion of longer and shorter for-
mal sections. The exceptional
rich thematic works were
shaped within the clear-cut
formal structure, which is par-
ticularly striking. The main
emphasis was on the opening
motive, an ascending major
triad. The rarity that prevailed
here was Bach's finale in rondo
form. There are four episodes in
which the solo violin shines
with the increasing brilliance.
The central movement (Adagio)
is founded upon an obstinate
bass ‘motive, above which the
solo violin unfolds an expres-
sive lyrical melody.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's
Adagio and Fugue in C minor
followed the performance on
Bach's masterpiece. In Vienna
Mozart (1770-1777) was in con-
tact with a group of music en-
thusiasts surrounding the busi-
ness attaché for the Emperor at
the Prussian court in Berlin,
Baron Gottfried van Swieten,
where they became familiar
with Bach's work. In fact it was
Van Swieten who brought the
‘Art of the Fugue’, a part of the
‘Well Tempered Clavier’ and
possibly some of the great pre-
ludes and Fugues for organ back
to Vienna. In 1788, Mozart ar-
ranged the piece for string quar-
tet or string orchestra, and
composed an introduction, in
the master's own words “A

short adagio for two violins, vi-
ola and bass for a fugue that I
wrote long ago for two pianos” .
The introduction turned out to
be equal in magnitude for the
fugue itself. In comparison with
other works of Mozart, this is
an interesting example of the
way the Viennese classical style

allowed Mozart to integrate dis- =

tant and diverse musical styles

into his compositional reper-
toire.

The Songs of a Wayfarer by

Gustav Mahler were performed -

before the interval, where Katja
Boost joined as the mezzo-so-
prano. Katja Boost started her
musical training at the age of
fifteen at the Konservatorium
in Mainz. After finishing the

secondary school, she studied
the vocal art for concert and
opera. Completing her studies
in 1996, she got scholarships
for further training at different
renowned academies. Since
then she has been performing at
the opera house in Baden-
Baden, Paris, Cologne and
Munich. She sang successfully
in numerous operas, among
them Mozart's ‘magic flute' is
the renowned for her excep-
tional performance.

The composer Gustav
Mahler may not have invented
the song with orchestra, but it is
mainly due to him that it

achieved 'the status of a genre on
its own. Yet Mahler only found
his way gradually to the song
with orchestra. His first songs
Lieder were written for piano
accompaniment. Also the four
songs of a Wayfarer were origi-
nally composed for voice and
piano. Before orchestrating
these songs. Mahler wrote his
first symphony, and the first
and third movement of these
symphony are based on songs
from the Wayfarer cycle. Thus
Mahler developed the form of
songs with orchestra while es-
tablishing his own style of
symphonic music.

Mahler made no secret of the
fact that the songs of a Wayfarer
were an artistic reaction to his
unhappy love for Johanna
Richter, a singer at the opera
house in Kassel where he was a
musical director from 1883-
1885. On January 1, 1885
Mahler wrote to a friend: “I
have written a cycle of songs
which are all dedicated to her.
She does not know them. What
more cans they tell her then
what she already knows? The
songs tell the story of a Journey
man whom Fate has dealt a
blow, and who goes out to roam
through the world.”

The last performance of the
night was Felix Mendelssohn
Bartholdy's Octet in E flat ma-
Jor op. 20, a masterpiece for

string instruments which be-
longed to Mendelssohn's im-
mortal compositions. The

sparkle of paradise like mood,
in which invocation Mendel-
ssohn was a master, shines over
the score. =

The string of melody
flows overwhelmingly in his
compositions. The main subject
of the first movement must
have been conceived in a
moment of greatest happiness.
The emotions of the second
movement, Andante, are
characterized by glowing up
swings, the moody third move-
ment, Scherzo, displays a
capricious temper, and the cap-
tivating last movement climbs
to greater and greater heights,
thus making this work truly
unforgettable. "

The hands were Matthias.
Leupold, Hilmar Kupke, Florian
Donderer and Aisling O'Dea on
violin, Christoph Starke and
Friedemann Wolheim on viola,
Marc Froncoux and Christoph
Hampe on cello, Tatjana Erler
played the double bass,
Alexander Bader on clarinet,
Holger Straube on Basson and
Sarah Wills played the horn.

The classical mood created
at the Osmani is sure to long
last in the city dwellers collec-
tive memory.

In Praise of Pristine Nature

Ashraful Alam Paplu's solo show opens at Sonargaon Lobby

By Fayza Haq

SHRAFUL Alam Paplu, a

final year students at the

Fine Arts Institute DU
proves that near realistic art
still has its appeal and painters
do not necessarily have to
experiment with abs-traction
and semi-abstraction to capture
the imagination of the viewer.
This was clearly apparent at his
exhibition, which opened last
evening at Sonargaon Hotel.

The artist says that the purpose
of this works is to hold up the
mirror of the beauty in a nature
around Bangladesh rather than
to express some ‘of his
innermaost feelings or conflicts
or even the vicissitudes of the
common man's life.

The artist has used simple
lines and colours with occa-
sional experimentation with
texture. The painter has gone in
for Impressionism in most of
his work as he is inspired by

‘Monet, Renoir and Van Gogh. Of

course, at the same time, he has
the highest of respect for
painters like Zainul Abedin,
Qayum Chowdhury and
Rafiqun Nabi but his choice of
manner of delineation remains
overtly western, This is despite
the fact that he has repeatedly
depicted scenes of Bangladesh
with occasional inclusion of
figures.

In "Nature 2" one sees a con-
ventional Bangladeshi tree in
the forefront with splashes of
the sky in the background with
clouds. Boats and silhouettes of
fishermen with their oars are

seen in the backdrop. The com-
bination and the contrast of the
whites and black along with the
simplicity of colours of black
and white delineate the beauty
of the untouched innocent and
pristine life in the villages of
Bangladesh. “Nature 4" has a
greater number of boats in-
cluded in the composition and
these are completely done in
shades of black and grey. The
variation of the sophisticated
use of black gives you some-
thing to think about when the
artist has not tried to capture
your imagination with a dis-
play of flamboyant colours or
some such gimmick. The flecks
of paper left untouched by
paints lend interest to the com-
position. The wash of the sky
and the reflection on the water
along with the subject may have

been seen hundreds of times
before but it still reflects the
tranquility and harmony of our
rural life. Paplu comments,
"Our nature is so beautiful that
one does not require an display
of colours to present its charm.

In "Water lilies’ we see the

‘artist’'s fascination for nature
yet again. Although he depicts .

an image seen repeatedly yet he
has worked on the subject with
and eye for detail, depicting
each petal and leaf with a
delectable manner. The soft
pink flowers stang out, despite
the fact that it is done in minis-
cule, out against the extensive
green, like some symbol of
eternal innocence. This pic-
turesque presentation makes
one forget how harmful water
lilies can be for the creatures
that live in the rivers. The

mountains and the horizontal
barred clouds are similarly
done with economy of colours
and lines. There are additions
of splashes of mauve at the top
that enhances the variety of the
composition. This is a water
colour as are most of Paplu’s
successful works Seeing this,
like his other works in praise of
nature, one would advise him to
stay with water washes rather
than experiment with oil.

In "Relax”, which is done in
oil, with a variation of earthy
colours, with, yellow ochre,
burnt sienna and burnt umber
predominating, the artist once
again presents the sand, sea and
the sun of Bangladesh, where
people could be lured to spend
their time, instead of shooting
off to places like Katmandu and
Shillong. Figures have been
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brought onto the canvas too and
the restful poses recall some of
the Parisian ITmpressionistic
artist's works who have de-
picted the riverside as an escape
from the madding crowd.

The painter's depiction of
Chittagong Hill Tracts tribe
women with their skimpy
blouses and bright “lungis”
making their way along the

‘hills, steadily working content-

edly, without complaining is
once again an attempt to high-
light the treasures of scenic
beauties around us.

The exhibition brings out
the promising qualities of the
artist and proves that one does
not have to go into the sophisti-
cation of abstraction or semi-
abstraction to create a positive
impact on the viewer.
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Extremists 5:00 Xtreme
Sports-2 5:30 Silk
Stalking 6:30 Police
Rescue

DISCOVERY CHANNEL

12:30 Untamed Amazonia
1:30 The New Detectives
2:30 Storm Warning 3:30
Discovery Profile Series
4:30 Next Step 5:00 Ultra-
science 5:30 gegﬂnd 2000
6:00 Splat! 8:30 Ushuaia
7:30 Outer Bounds 8:00
High Adventure 8:30
Travellers 9:30 Superci-
ties 10:00 Inntimate Es-
capes 10:30 Great Myster-
ies And Myths 11:00 What
A World 11:30 Wild Guide
12:00 Lost Animals of the
20th Century 12:30
Equinox 1:30 Next Step
2:00 Ultrascience 2:30 Be-

yond 2000 3:00 Splat 3:30

Ushuaia 4:30 QOuter
Bounds 5:00 High Ad-
venture B:30 Travellers
6:30 Buck Staghom's An-
imal Bites 7:00 So You
Want to Be 7:30 Lonely
Planet 8:30 Eyewitness
9:00 Two Worlds 9:30
Extreme Machines 10:30
Quest: The Origins of Our
Beliefs 11:30 Discovery
Profile Series

HOWE 1Y
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Chalte Chalte 11:00 Ga
Mere Man Ga 12:00 Born
Lucky 12:30 Satya 1:00
Tele-shoping Network
1:30 Tale Brands 2:00
Jaan Kya Toone Kahi 2:30
Cafe 18 3:30 Tele Brand
4:30 Duniya Gol Hai 5:00
Tele Shoping Network
5:30 Chalte Chalte 5:45
Cartoons 6:30 Action
Drama 7:15 Chalte Chalte
8:30 Aao Gues Karen 9:00
Matinee Show 9:30
Aanima & Family 10:00
Kabhi Idhar 10:30
Haqeekat 11:00 Satya

11:30 Zaban Sambhal Ke
12:00 Hollwood Hungama
1:30 Jane Kya tone Kahi
2:00 First Cut 2:30 Safa
3:00 India Anjana

[ee Cinema

8:15 Mujhe Shakti Do
(*Virnod Mehra. Bindiya
Goswami) 11:15 Movie
Fare 11:30 Sanam Aap Ki
Khatir (*Bhupendra, De-
epika) 2:30 Madhyantar
2:45 Limca lkke Pe Ikka
3:156 Memsaab (*Vinod
Khanna, Yogita Bali) 6:15
Top Notch 6:30 Film
Time 6:45 Ghari
Detergent Cine Maﬁh: 7:15
Love Love Love [*Aamir
Khan, Juhi Chawla) 10:30
Naram Garam (*Amol
Palekar, SWaroor
Sampat) 1:45 Alma Lio Its
My Choice 2:15 Khilona

ALPRATV

12:00 Aashiana 12:30
Preyashi 3:00 Hiralal
Pannalal 3:30 Kagojer
Bou 4:00 Param Para
4:30 Antaraley 5:00
Chahat Aur Nafrat 5:30
Monihaar 6:00 Aalap
B8:30 Kee Darun 7:00
Mohinaar 7:30 Hiralal
Pannalal 8:30 Kagojer
Bou 9:00 Antaraley 9:
Chahat Aur Nafrat 12:00
Harano Sur 12:30 Nam-
aste India 1:00 Aashiana
1:30 Khana Khazana 3:00
Amaar Tumi 4:30 Alaa
5:00 Kee Darun 5:3&)
Scandal 6:00 Commander
6:30 Kancher Dewal 7:00
Premer Phande 7:30 News
In Bengali 8:00
Gandharabi 9:00 Jatu
Griha 11:00 News in
Bengali 11:30 Namaste
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