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Dokic loses

in final

TOKYO, Sept 26: Wimbledon
sensation Jelena Dokic's first
WTA final ended in a three-set
defeat when she lost the doubles
final with Amanda Coetzer at
the Princess Cup tennis tour-
nament on Sunday, reports
AFP,

The 16-year-old Australian,
teaming up with the South
African for the first time,
crashed to a 7-6 (7/5). 4-6. 2-6
defeat to the second-seeded
Spanish-Argentine duo of Con-
chita Martinez and Patricia
Tarabini.

"l was quite happy that first
of all we got to the final, we had
some great matches throughout
the week." said Dokic.

| "‘Maybe we had a chance to
win the doubles title, but we
didn't do that today unfortu-
nately, but hopefully we will in
the near future."

Dokic, who bowed to Mar-
tinez in the singles first round
here, caused a sensation by up-
setting Swiss world number one
Martina Hingis on her way to
reaching the quarter-finals at
Wimbledon.

Dokic and Coetzer pulled off
upsetl victories over American
pairs, top-seeded Lindsay Dav-
enport and Corina Morarin in
the quarterfinals and third-
seeded Lori McNeil and Kim-
berly Po in the semifinals.

.Dokic said she would play in
as many doubles as possible as
it improves her play in the sin-
gles,

"Hopefully, if 1 can play
doubles, I'd like to try in every
tournament.

We've had quite a few doubles
matches this week, a few tough
ones, which is good to get
through,"” said Dokic.

"As | said it helps your sin-
les game, you can practice a
ot,” added the Australian, who

will take part in Moscow and
Leipzig later and hopes to start
the new year with the Hopman
Cup, Sydney and the Australian
Open.

Hockeyroos'
double
. delight

SYDNEY, Sept 26: Australia
completed the double at the
Sydney International Hockey
Challenge pre-Olympic event
teday, winning both the men's -
and women's gold medals, re-
ports AFP.

Australia came from a goal
down i beat a determined
South Korea 2-1 in the men's fi-
nal.

Lachlan Vivian-Taylor can-
celled out Woon-Gon Yeo's 29th
minute opener within a minute
and Jeremy Hiskins hit the
winner five minutes from time.

The Hockeyroos trounced
the United States 4-0 in the
women's final.

Australia also won both ti- .

tles at the Champions Trophy
in Brisbane in June. . . .

Katrina Powell and Michelle
Andrews scored sensational
goals in Australia’'s 4-0 win
over the United States to clinch
the women's gold medal. |

Powell opened the scoring in
the ninth minute with a diving
back stick shot from an acute
angle reminiscent of her goal in
the final at Atlanta in 1996.

Then in the 30th minute An-
drews mesmerised the Ameri-
can. defenders with a dribble
alun% the baseline before slot-
ti ome the ball through the
goalkeeper's legs from an al-
most impossible o

The world and Olympic
champions, who had played two
indifferent games going into the
final, were never going to be
caught after that start.

"They pretty much ran a
clinic out there and didn't
char%-:-_ us for it," said US cap-
tain Tracy Fuchs.

The Americans had held
Australia to 1-1 on Thursday,
earning Fuchs her first point
against the Hockeyroos in 11
years.

But Powell, Andrews and
Claire Mitchell-Taverner with
a cracking shot in the 14th
minute had the match wrapped
up 3-0 at half-time.

Newcomer Carmel Souter
joined the spree in the 56th
minute with her first interna-
tional goal.

China beat Spain 2-1 thanks
to two second-half goals by Hui
Ping Yang, the tournament's
leading scorer with five, for the
women's bronze medal. '

Canada beat India 5-3 in a
thriller to win bronze in the
men's event,

I0C finalises
reforms

GENEVA. Sept 26: A kev
panel charged with overhauling
the Olympic movement has fi-
nali its main recommenda-
tions on an upbeat note about
the prospects for genuine re-
form, reports AP.

But the public optimism
about the future of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee con-
trasts with the present reality of
crisis and criticism.

A high—level meeting Satur-
day endorsed proposals from
working groups on age limits,
terms of office and selection of
I0C members; financial trans-
parency; visits to bidding cities
and the host city selection pro-
cess, according to an 10C
statement.

"We have no intention of
whitewashing.”" said former US
Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger. "Our recommenda-
tions will have to stand the test
of scrutiny,” said Kissinger after
the meeting.

"We are optimistic that we
will succeed," said Kissinger in a
telephone interview from 10C
headquarters in Lausanne.

Kissinger is a member of the
26-member executive body of
the 10C 2000 reform committee
set up in the wake of the Salt
Lake City vote-buying scandal
which plunged the Olympic
movement into its worst ever
rTisis, ’

Seles 7-5, 7-6(7-1).

TOKYO, Sept 26:
Lindsay Daven-
port brought Mo-
nica Seles' three-
year reign as Pri-
ncess Cup cham-
pion to an end here Sunday,
clinching victory in the final of
the 520,000-dollar tournament
with a hard-fought 7-5. 7-6 (7-1)
win, reports AFP.

Wimbledon champion Dav-
enport relied on powerful
groundstirokes to seal the
straight sets triumph against
her American compatriot at the
‘Ariake Coliseum. ;

Seles, whose only loss in
this tournament came in 1990
when it was held indoors, had
never been beaten on the hard
court here before, winning the
singles title five times with
three in a row since 1996.

"It was a very tough, close
match. Just a few points in the
first and second sets made the
difference," said Davenport, 23.

T will, hg}aefull}r, come back
next year along with Monica
and everybody else to play an-

'ceremnn}r of the Princess Cup in Tokyo yesterday.

Davenport denies Seles

other great tournament.”
Both Davenport and Seles
hit the ball deep and hard from

the baseline., mostly taking
points by hitting winners, with
errors at a minimum.

Davenport scored a break
first to take a 2-1 lead in the
first set and led 4-3 in the sec-
ond, but each time Seles bro<e
back in the following game to
level.,

But Davenport, firing nine
aces against Seles’ seven, was
steadier on her own service and
managed to break her opponent
in the 11th game on her way to
taking the first set.

Davenport chalked up a de-
cisive 4-0 lead in the second set
tie-break, sealing the 95-
minute battle when Seles mis-
fired a backhand return.

"l was trying to get her on the
defensive and trying to move
her around, because her best
tennis is when she is dictating
inside the baseline, so I wanted
to keep,the ball deep and move
her around,” sair! Davenport.

"It's very important to serve
well to Monica, because she

Davenport won the title after beating

— AFP photo

does return so well. but [ think I
was able to serve well enough.
On the other hand. my back-
hand was working very well to-
day.

'Other than that, it's tough to
play, two hard-hitters, espe-
cially when you like to be the
one dictating, so I'm very happy
with the result,” added the At-
lanta Olympic champion.

Seles said: "Lindsay just
E]ayed a terrific match and at

ey times she served much bet-
ter, there's a couple of points
here and there, and she was
much more solid. also.

"I knew like I could not lose
my serve to someone like Lind-
say, who has such a strong first
serve on both corners, and ['ve
been struggﬁin with my serve
all week, I think I had the most
double faults I served in my life
this week."

It was Davenport's fifth title
of the year and 24th overall.
which brought her the 80,000-
dollar first prize, and saw her
winning record against Seles
improve to four consecutive
wins against two losses in ma-
jor tournaments.

“with a win in the doubles Sat-

French First Division

PARIS, Sept 26:
Monaco brutally
punctured Paris
Saint Germain's
title aspirations on

' Saturday, winning
3-0 at the Parc des Princes to
give their own tilt at the
championship a massive boost.
reports AFP,

Lyon took advantage of PS-
G's slip-up to go top by a point
following a goalless draw at
home to Strasbourg.

Lyon have 15 points from
eight matches with Monaco,
PSG and Auxerre, who lost 1-0
at champions Bordeaux, a point
further back.

Monaco placed second on
goal difference and scored a
superb win on the back of goals
by David Trezeguet, in blistering
form this season, Philippe
Leonard and Ludovic Giuly.

Trezeguet hit the first, his
ninth of a stunning season tc
date, from the penalty spot on

Whale hazard

SYDNEY, Sept 26: Migrating

whales could create chaos for

Olympic 2000 sailing events in
Sydney Harbour, a National
Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS) official said Sunday, re-
ports AP.

NPWS’ Olympic operations

coordinator Robert Bird said up

to 3,000 whales could migrate
through the harbour during
September as they return to
Antarctica from their warmer
breeding grounds off Queens-
land state. :

Bird said while most whales
pass through relatively unno-
ticed, some, like the southern-
right whale nicknamed Alex who
recently spent several weeks
frolicking in the harbour fore-
shores, could cause problems
for Dlﬁmpic sailing events.

"The NPWS has spent the
past 12 months developing con-
tingency plans with the Water-
ways Authority and SOCOG (the
Sydney Organising Committee
for the Olympic Games) to en-

_sure there is minimal disruption

to Olympic sailing events,” Bird
said.

He said whales had the right
of way in the water and were
protected, but their presence in
the harbour could mean some
Olympic sailing events are de-
layed or even cancelled.

Bird said the NPWS used the
Sydney Harbour Regatta which
ended Sunday to fine-tune its
plans for the 2000 Games.

The wildlife service conducted
an air, land and sea reconnais-
sance over the harbour, report-
ing marine mammal activity
that may affect sailing events,
particularly on offshome courses.

He said the visit by Alex last
month and the presence of a
humpback whale offshore last
weekend during racing showed
how easily an animal could en-
ter the field of play. even though
it was an Olympic event.

Bird said authorities were
preparl.nﬁ as best they could for
any such interruptions, but it
could not be guaranteed that
the sailing event would run
smoothly.

“In the instance of the
humpback a race was delayed

and the start shifted because of

I the dpresence of the whale,"” Bird
said.

.Bastia

63 minutes after PSG keeper

Bernard, -Lama,.had upended.,

him inside the area. . .

Lama was booked for his
pains and picks up a suspen-
sion as a result, which will keep
him out of next month's match
against Marseille.

A scorching, low 2b5metre
drive from Philippe Leonard
eight minutes from the end en-
sured there was no way back
for PSG, who had previously
looked like serious title con-
tenders and Giuly scored the
third in the dying seconds.

It was a happy return to the
Parc des Princes for former
PSG striker Marco Simone, who
joined Monaco in the summer
and who was roundly booed by
the home crowd.

Lilian Laslandes meanwhile
cheered Bordeaux with the only
ﬁnal after six minutes against

igh-riding Auxerre, netting af-
ter a superb tailor-made cross
from sidekick Sylvain Wiltord.

- It was the French interna-
tional forward's fifth goal of the
season and put Bordeaux up to
eighth alter an indifferent time

of it in the league in recent
weeks. Elie Baup's side are four
points behind Lyon.

Nantes, a young side who
showed they can be a force to
be reckoned with this season
having won the French Cup last
June, slipped up 2-1 at Metz to
drop two places to sixth. Belgian
midfielder Danny Boffin scored
the winner with a cracking
right-foot drive.

There was bad news for
promoted Saint Etienne. who
slid to bottom of the pack with-
out even playing as a 1-1 draw
for Le Havre at Bastia took Le
Havre above 'Les Verts'.

Saint Etienne travel to fellow
strugglers Lens on Sunday,

while Rennes take on Marseille,
looking to kickstart their poor
league season after two Cham-
pions League wins.

STANDINGS

French First Division table after Saturday's matches (played,
won, drawn, lost, goals for, against, points) French league

standings
Lyon
Monaco
Auxerre
Paris SG
Sedan
Nantes .
Strasbourg
Bordeaux
Montpellier
Marseille
Melz
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Lens

Rennes
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Tegla Loroupe of Kenya with

e

£

the 26th Berlin Marathon

trophy after her world record finish yesterday. Loroupe

“clocked 2hrs 20min 43sec.

— AFP photo

rout

UNDATED, Sept 26: Spain
completed a 5-0 whitewash of
New Zealand in a Davis Cup
World Grou qualifying tennis
match Sunday, ending the ca-
reers of New Zealan captain
Jeff Simpson and its No. 1
player Brett Steven on a losing
note, reports AP.

Spain took just over two
hours on the Mystery Creek in-
door courts to complete the win.
having already sealed their
place in next year's World Group

urday in Hamilton.

Julian Alonso beat New
Zealand's James Greenhalgh,
who replaced Steven for the re-
verse singles, 3-6, 6-1, 6-3.
Alonso was also a replacement
for Spanish No. 1 Felix Man-
tilla, who injured his back
during his five-set win over
Mark Nielsen on Friday.

Nielsen then lost 6-4, 6-0 to
Francisco Clavet, the star of
Spain's impressive perfor-
mance over the three days. The
31-year-old lefthander had dis-
posed of Steven comfortably in
three sets on Friday.

Tommy Haas gave Germany

a 3-1 lead over Romania on .

Sunday and clinched its place
in the World Group with a 6-4,
6-2, 7-6 (7-4) victory over An-
drei Pavel in the best-of-five tie
in Bucharest.

Haas stayed back and played
from the baseline while Pavel
played a more diverse style, try-
ing to get the German out of his
lavoured approach and: bring
him to the net.

Germany entered play Sun-
day with a 2-1 lead after taking
Saturday's doubles as Marc-
Kevin Goellner and David Pri- -

nosil defeated Pavel and
Gabriel Trifu 6-4, 6-0, 6-3.
With the tie already

clinched, Adrian Voinea was to
face Goellner on Sunday in the
final singles.

The Czech Republic also
qualified after taking a 3-0 lead
over Uzbekistan at Tashkent.

After winning both singles,
the Czechs secured a World
Group place when David Rikl
and Jiri Novak beat Oleg
Ogorodov and Vadim Kutsenko
6-3. 6-2, 7-6 (7-3).

At Harare, Chile scraped
back into their quali?ier
against Zimbabwe by winning
the doubles to restrict the hosts'
advantage to 2-1.

Fernando Gonzales and
Nicholas Masso, who replaced
Marcelo Rios in the doubles
lineup, rallied from a set down
to beat Zimbabwean pair Byron
and Wayne Black 3-6, 6-2, 4-6,
6-2, 6-4.

Thailand beat the Philip-
pines 4-1 today to win the Asia-
Oceania Zone Group Two final
in Bangkok.

Thailand's Paradon Sricha-
pan defeated Brian Juinio 3-6,
6-3, 6-2, 6-7 (6-8), 6-3 and Danai
Udomchoke beat Joseph

Lizardo 6-0, 6-3 in the reverse | |

singles. :
Thailand will play in next
year's Asia-Ocenia Zone Group

Sweden, trailing Australia | [

2-0 going into the doubles,
forced the qualifier into the
third day when Nicklas Kulti
and Mikael Tillstrom defeated
Juergen Melzer and Alexander
Peva 6-3, 6-1, 6-4 to cut the
margin to one point.

. In Sassari, Sardinia, Fin-
land broke a 1-1 deadlock with

Italy as Ville Liukko and Tuo-
mas Ketola edged Andrea Gau-
denzi and Diego Nargiso 1-6, 6-
4, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2 to take a 2-1 ad-
vantage into the reverse singles.

In Birminghan, doubles spe-
cialists David Adams and
John-Laffnie de Jager kept
alive South Africa's hopes of a
place in next year's World Group
with victory over British pair
Tim Henman and Neil Broad on
Saturday.

The South Africans’ 6-3, 7-6,
6-4 win on the fast indoor sur-
face took the qualifying tie to 2-
1 in favour of the British.

Henman beat Grant Stafford
in straight sets on Friday while
Greg Rusedski defeated Neville
Godwin 6-4, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3.

Away in Lima, Oscar Ortiz
and David Roditti defeated Luis
Horna and Americo Venero 7-5,
4-6, 6-3, 6-4 Saturday to give
Mexico a 2-1 lead over Peru in
their American Zone Group 2
final.

- The Mexicans used superior
speed to their advantage during
the 2 1-2 hour match on a
chilly, mistly day in the Peru-
vian capital.

In Guayaquil, Paul Hearhuis

UNDATED, Sept
26: Australia.ad-
vanced to their
first Davis Cup fi-
nal in six years
: - when they com
pleted o 4-1 win over Russia
loday. winning both reverse
singles to set up a final show-
down against France, reports
Reuters.

Fielding a weakened team
because of the unavailability of
Pat Rafter and Mark
Philippoussis, Australia com-
pleted an emphatic win against
a cocky Russian tearn who had
predicted they would thrash the
understrength home side.

"Considering the players we
had out, this was a fantastic
effort' that everyone should be
proud . of "Australia's non-
ﬁla}rin . captain John

Aussie
5 :

eéwcombe said. "Now let's go to .

France and bring the Davis
Cup home."

. The_final is likely to be
g]g?&d in Nice from December

Australia's heroes, once
again, were teenager Lleyton
Hewitt and Wayne Arthurs, the
veteran serve-and-vollyer mak-
ing his Davis Cup debut at the
age of 28.

Hewitt thrashed world num-
ber two Yevgeny Kafelnikov 6-
4, 7-5, 6-2 to make a mockery of
the Russian's claim that he was
going to teach the young Aussie
a lesson, before Arthurs de-
feated Marat Safin 6-3, 6-2 in
the dead fifth rubber.

Hewitt, already ranked 31 in
the . world despite bein {ust 18
years old, accused Kafelnikov's
of bad sportsmanship when he
failed to give him any credit af-

ter crashing to an embarrassing

defeat that cost his team any
chance of making the final.

"He's been mouthing off all
week,” Hewitt said. "He told ev-
eryone that he was going to
teach me a lesson but if there's a
lesson to be learnt, it's that he
should learn to shut his mouth.
This really just shows us how
much ol a bad loser he is".

Kalelnikov infuriated the
Australians when he described
Brisbane's ANZ Stadium grass
courts as a "potato field" after
he was beaten on Friday b
Arthurs, a player ranked 8
places below him.

Unrepentant Kafelnikov
turned on Hewitt after losing to
him in straight sets today, be-
littling his performance as a
fluke and c?aiming he didn't
have the game to compete at the
highest level.

"He didn't impress me at all,
" Kafelnikov said. "He doesn't
have a big game, he just had a
Eﬂrﬂd day. The only good thing

e has is his fighting spirit."

Newcombe told a news con-

ference that other members of

The Daily Star 15

Davis Cu_p_

-French final

the Russian team had privately
told him that they weré upset by
Kafelnikov's remarks.

"I think we saw who's got the
uts and who hasn't,"
ewcombe said. "Underneath

all the bravado, he's a little
brittle."” :

Needing to win his match
against Hewitt to keep the tie
alive after Russia went into the
final day trailin 2-1,
Kafelnikov soon found himself
in trouble as the pony-tailed
Australian won four games in a
row before the Russian was on
the scoreboard.

Hewitt failed to take out the
set at his first attempt when
Kafelnikov broke his service in
the eighth game but made no
mistake the second time round,.
despite trailing 0-40 on serve.

Kafelnikov played much bet-
ter at the start of the second set,
opening up a 5-2 lead, but blew
his chance to square the match
at one set all as Hewitt won five
games on the trot,

With his spirit seemingly
broken, Kafelnikov lost Eis
opening service game in the
third set and dropped serve
again in the seventh game with
a double-fault, his 18th of the
match, as Hewitt clinched the
tie for Australia in front of a
capacity crowd of 12,000.

Arthurs, whose father Derek
played Davis Cup for Ireland ,
capped a memorable season by

beating Safin’'in the dead rub-
ber. The left-hander was virtu-
ally unknown at the start of the
year when he was still playing
on the satellite circuit, but went
on to make his mark at
Wimbledon. reaching the fourth
round before losing to current
world number one Andre
Agassi.

The American was so im-
pressed by Arthur's booming
serve and sharp volleys that he
publicly encouraged the
Australians to pick him for the
Davis Cup.

Newcombe says he now be-
lieves Arthurs has the ability to
win the sport's greatest individ-
ual prize. "I sincerely believe
Wayne has to game to win
Wimbledon, maybe not next
year but possibly the year after.
"He's a very mature player and
it's a realistic target.”

France reached the Davis
Cup final for the third tirhe in
the 1990s when they clinched
an unassailable 3-0 lead over
Eel%ium on Saturday.

aptain Guy Forget emulated °

his predecessor by leading his
teamn to the final in his first
season in charge after Yannick
Noah's first of two triumphs in
1991.

Fabrice Santoro and Olivier
Delaitre beat Xavier Malaisse
and Christophe Van Garsee 6-3,

6-3, 6-3 to "clinch
doubles. -

France, who won the cup
both times they reached the fi-
nal in 1991 and 1996, started
out as huge favourites against
the Belgians, who had surpris-
ingly eliminated Switzerland
in the quarterfinals.

Santoro and Dalaitre,
ranked ninth in the world as a
doubles pair, quickly rounded
off the work of Cedric Pioline
and Sebastien Grosjean, who
won both their first singles on
Friday.

“To take the winning point,
is a great feeling," Santoro, a
veteran of many Davis Cup bat-
tles in the past, said.

I was moved. | had images of
the gasL notably the 1991 and
1996 Davis Cups when I played.

the decisive

We were so happy on the court
and later in the changing
room,” he said: :

Santoro will, however, onl
be playing in his first flrnznlY
since he was a reserve when
Noan's teams beat the United
States in Lyon in 1991 and
Sweden in Malmo five years
later.

"Even if I've been in the team
since 1989, I've not often had
the chance to play," said his fel-
low veteran Delaitre,

"So, to win the point of vie-
tory is all new to me, a very
pleasant feeling," he said.

Forget, invelved in all three
teams to reach the final this
decade, was a singles player in
the 1991 team and in the dou-
bles in 1996, '

His current team takes their
inspiration from Pioline, with
a number of well ranked young-
sters to support the world num-
ber 16 in the singles.

Grosjean, whose three-set
viclory over Malisse on Friday,
was his first in the Davis Cup
after his debut in the quarter-
final against Brazil in July, got
his chance because of injury to
Jerome Golmard. Waiting in the
wings are Arnaud Clement, an-
other top 50 player, and Nicolas
Escude.

Grosjean has a slight knee
injury and will, however, be re-
placed by Santoro for today's
singles aﬁalnst Filip Dewulf.
Pioline, who beat Dewulf in five
sets on Friday, meets teenager
Malisse.

The Belgians recognised
their rivals' superiority, but
their Argentine captain Gabriel
Gonzalez said his young team
had a bright future.

‘We've been making steady
progress for five years. We've
shown this from year (o year by
reaching a higher peak each
time,"” Gonzalez said.

"We're going to work a lot to
do at least as well, if not better
next season.”

and Jan Siemerink beat Nico-
las Lapentti and Andres Gomez
7-5, 6-3, 7-5 Saturday to give the
Netherlands a 2-1 lead over
Ecuador in their World Group
qualifying tie.

Haarhuis and Siemerink
dominated from the baseline,
forcing the Ecuadoreans into |
errors in the 2 1-2-hour match.

Klitschko stops
Schultz

. COLOGNE, Sept 26: Vladi-
mir Klitschko beat up Axel
Schulz for eight one-sided
rounds Saturday to gain the va-
cant European heavyweight. re-
ports AP,

The towering two-metre (6-ft-
8) Ukrainian fighter dealt
Schulz fierce punishment
throughout the fight and had
the German dangling helplessly
on the ropes when the bout was
stopped with 18 seconds left in
the round.

Klitschko, the 1996 Olympic
super heavyweight champion,
caught Schulz with a straight
left earlier in the eighth, sending
the German to the canvas for
the first time in his career. .

Schulz, 26-4-1 with one no-
contest, didn't have a chance in

‘the fight and didn't win a

round. He also didn't protest at
having the fight stopped.

"It didn't made ‘any sense
anymore," said Schulz. "He had
already hit me hard the last-
couple of round.”

Schulz, 30, had turned in
credible fights in losing world
championship bouts to George
Foreman, Michael Moorer and
Frans Botha. :

)
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LAS VEGAS, Sept

26 (AFP): Andre
Agassi made no
secret that fellow
tennis champion
_ Steffi Graf was
‘his date for the Las Vegas
benefit concert that carries his
name, but the two stopped
short of sharing any time in the
spotlight.

- In past years of his Grand
Slam for Children, Agassi and
his ex-wife, actress Brooke
Shields, would walk on stage to-
gether to announce the total
amount raised in the fundraiser
for troubled youth, and would
join Elton John and other pop
superstars for the concert fi-
nale.

At this year's concert held
Saturday at the MGM Grand
Hotel, Agassi alone announced
the fifth annual fundraiser has
raised more than 3.9 million
dollars,

At the end of the show, he
and Graf watched from the
wings as John, Gloria Estefan,
Robin Williams, Luther Van-
dross, Stevie Wonder and
LeAnn Rimes vamped with a
hip-hop gospel choir, Psy-
choVangelist, to the disco stan-
dard "Got To Be Real."

Graf patted Agassi on the
back as she bobbed her head to
the beat, then threw her right
arm around Agassi's neck dur-
ing the show finale, but the two
never stepped onstage.

Agassi, often reluctant to
discuss his private life, had told
reporters earlier in the week, "I

_.'u.l:lill -__

like how she makes me fell."

While they avoided the cam-
eras, the two tennis stars
teamed up to offer a one-hour
tennis lesson — auctioned to an
undisclosed bidder for an unre-
vealed amount — to help push
totals of a pre-show auction
over the 2-million-dollar mark.

On the day before the con-
cert, Graf attended the unveil-
ing of the original artwork
commissioned as poster art for
the event. Agassi always buys
the painting, and this year he
paid 100,000 dollars for the
work by pop artist Romero
Hri[tni

This year's grand total sur-
passed last year's 3.2 million
dollars for Agassi's foundation,
which focuses on local youth
charities such as the Boys and
Girls Clubs of Las Vegas.

While more than 6,000 lo-
cals paid 30 to 75 dollars for
tickets. the bulk of the money
came [rom corporate sales of
banquet tables on the floor, and
from an auction that offers
such prizes as three dinners
with Robin Williams that netted
380,000 dollars,

The black-tie floor included
ice hockey legend Wayne Gret-
zky, TV "Hercules" Kevin Sorbo,
and supermodel Niki Taylor.
John has traditionally been the
concert closer, but this year's
show turned into a "duets" night
for him when he popped on-
stage with some 011? the other
guests. .

Agassi tries to keep the focus
of the annual concert on the

cause rather than his own
achievements. But Elton John,
whose name value helped -the
event get off the ground in
1995, didn't mind bragging
about his friend's cnmebac:{(
this year.

e rock legend said he was
especially proud to be taking
part this year, because "I'm a

reat admirer of people whio

unce back in the face of ad-
versity, and Andre's done it
twice now."

Agassi, 29, had plummeted
to out of the top 100 in the
world rankings in late 1997,
but this year capped his resur-
gence by winning both the

French Open and US Open, re-

capturing the world number one

r ng.

Gra%. 30, retired in August
after a tennis career that in-
cluded 377 straight weeks as
world number one and 22
Grand Slam singles titles — the
last an emotional victory at the
French Open.

When rumours of their ro-
mance surfaced earlier this
month, German press reports
speculated that it may have
started in Paris. '

Graf traveled to New York Lo
watch Agassi triumph in the US
Open final, and the pair were
spotted exchanging a kiss while
at a world championship fight
in Las Vegas last week.

Before he sang. "I'm Still
Standing.” John noted the song
fit both "Andre's Grand Slam

year" and his own recent surg-
eries,
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