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Sharif agrees to hold talks with opposition

ISLAMABAD, Sept 26:
Amidst anti-government agita-
tion, beleaguered Pakistani
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
has finally agreed Lo hold talks
with the opposition on various
national issues and will set up a
three-member committee in
this regard, reports PTI.

Sharif, during a meeting
with the Parliamentary
Secretary on Information,
Anwarul Hag Ramay said that
he believes in talks and very
soon he will set up a three-
member committee for dis-
cussing national issues with the
opposition. the Urdu Daily Jung
said.

The prime minister agreed to
hold talks on issues ranging
from signing of CTBT,-estab-
lishment of an independent
Election Commission and the
passage of the controversial
Shariah Bill from the

Parliament, it said.

He said the agenda for the
talks, with the opposition par-
ties will include signing of
CTRBT, setting up of an indepen-
dent Election Commission,
preparing new voter list,
Shariat Bill, Article 62 and 63
besides constitutional amend-
ment with regard to tenure of
the National Assembly.

The report said as per
Sharif's plan, all political and
religious parties will be called
for consultations on the above
mentioned agenda.

The prime minister said in
the first round of talks parties
with representation in the
Parliament will be called for
consultations followed by party
with no representation and fi-
nally the religious and regional
parties will be called.

AFP adds: The Pakistani
opposition Sunday issued an

Ultimatum for release of Pak leaders, workers

ultimatum to the government to
release detained leaders and
supporters within two days or
face renewed protests.

But authorities in southern
Sindh province said those ar-
rested in a crackdown on an op-

osition rally Saturday would
ace trial.

Police prevented attempts by
the opposition Grand Demo-
cratic Alliance (GDA) to stage
the anti-government rally here
by arresting frontline leaders
and supporters.

Those detained were mostly
from the 19-party GDA's key
componerts, the Pakistan Peo-
ple’'s Party (PPP) of former
premier Benazir Bhutto, and
the ethnic based Muttahida
Qaumi Movement (MQM).

MQM leader Farooq Sattar

claimed more than 6,000 had
been arrested in the past two
days, while police sources put
the figure at less than 1,000.

"It is the worst kind of state
terrorism against political
leaders and workers," Sattar
said, accusing officials of trying
to muzzle any dissent.

Calling the police action a
"black chapter in the history of
democracy” in Pakistan, he
said the detainees must be re-
leased within 48 hours or a new
wave of opposition protests
would be launched.

Syed Ghaus Ali Shah, who is
chief of the provincial adminis-
tration in the absence of an
elected government, told re-
porters the government would
show no leniency to the de-
tainees.

In a similar crackdown on
September 11, authorities re-

_leased hundreds of opposition

supporters and leaders as a "ges-
ture of goodwill."

Two gunned down
in Pakistan

Another AFP reports adds:
unidentified motorbike riders
shot dead a Christian social
worker and Sunni Muslim offi-
cial in separate attacks in the
central Pakistani province of
Punjab, police said Sunday.

. ™ said three men on a
moto. Like opened fire on 62-
%[ear—ulu vetired government of-
icial, Rana Ashraf, early Sun-
day when he left for dawn

prayers in a mosque in Zikriya
Town, Multan.
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olling officers wait with sealed ballot boxes overnight to deposit their respective ballot

boxes at the main cu]lec_tiun centre in Patna Sunday in Bihar state after voting came to an
end late Saturday. Various parts of Bihar went to polls Saturday 'at the fourth phase of

the general elections in India to elect a new central government.

— AFP photo

Opposition concedes

KABUL, Sept :
Afghanistan’'s opposition forces
Sunday conceded the Taliban
had made some advances after
the hardline Islamic mili ia
launched the second wave of its
summer offensive, reports AFP.

General Sayed Hussain An-
wari of the opposition's United
Front said several posts were
captured around Imam Sahib in
northern Kunduz province
where heavy fighting had en-
tered it's second day.

"We think they will continue
their attacks in order to make
up for their defeat in the
Shamali areas. We believe they
will be defeated in this region
too,” Anwari told AFP.

The Taliban launched it's
summer offensive on July 28 at
front lines north of Kabul. Ini-
tially the militia made spectac-
ular gains across the Shamali
Plains in an advance on oppcsi-
tion stongholds in the nearby
Panjsher Valley.

However, a counter-attack
by forces loyal to oppositiyn
commander Ahmad Shah Ma-
sood cut Taliban gains in half
and Kabul's notorious front
lines were re-drawn about 50
km north of the capital.

Analysts say the second
wave -- launched from three

Taliban advance

ints on Saturday -- in the far
north is aimed at cutting supply
routes heading south into the
Panjsher ahead of winter.

While fighting continued
around Imam Sahib, Anwari
said battle zones at Dasht-i-
Archi and Bangi had eased
where "it is quiet because the
Taliban attack was repulsed in
these two directions.”

"Only fighting is going on
around Imam Sahib where the
Taliban have captured a few
posts,” he said.

The Taliban has so far de-
clined to comment on the fresh
fighting, although militia au-
thorities rarely comment once
an offensive is underway:.

Independent sources con-
firmed the much anticipated
second wave had begun involv-
ing about 6,000 Taliban troops
but they were unable to confirm
the opposition's claims.

"We expect the fighting to
continue for two or three days
before the commanders re-as-
sess the situation," one western
observer told AFP.

The United Front also
claimms Taliban strikes were
backed by the militia's ageing
fleet of MiG fighter jets with
aerial bombardments killing at
least 15 civilians,

g
i
(] wE R

Sun Chih-feng, a 25-year-old vocational school student, is pulled out alive from tons of de-

bris Sunday, 130 hours after a 12-storey apartment building in Taipei collapsed in a power-
fu_l earthquak‘e which struck September 21. His brother Sun Chih-kuang, 20, was rescued
minutes earlier. Both are reported in good conditions by doctors who call the survival

"miracle".

— AFP _phutn

Two brothers rescued from

Taipei rubble

TAIPEI, Sept 26 : Two broth-
ers emerged alive from the rub-
ble of their apartment block
Sunday 130 hours after it was
razed by the Taiwan earth-
quake and as another powerful
aftershock brought further
death and destruction. reports
AFP.

The men's father Sun Cheng
said the pair were found when
Taipei deputy mayor Ou Chin-
der stepped inside a tunnel dug
by rescuers and came across a
man who announced: "I'm Sun
Chi-kuang. I'm one of those
Lraq%ed here."

e 20-year-old had appar-
ently dug his own way out after
seeing light from ag roachin
rescuers. He was a Pe to wal
out and thank his rescuers be-
fore being lifted down off the
rubble in a crane's bucket and,
grinning, embrace his family
on the ground.

Soon afterwards . Sun's
brother Sun Chi-feng, 25, was
also lifted out of the rubble.

He was blindfolded after
more five days in the dark fol-
lowing Tuesday's 7.6-Richter-
scale pre-dawn gquake that
killed more than 2,000 people.
His condition was weaker than
his brother's.

Taipei mayor Ma Ying-jeou
said the pair "survived by eating
rotten apples from a refrigera-
tor buried with them, and
drinking water we sprayed on
the site and their own urine”.

The pair were protected from
tonnes of concrete and twisted
metal by the refrigerator and a
desk, and were able to talk to
each other.

Japanese rescue specialists
had declared there were no

-signs of life in the rubble on

ednesday.

Later at the capital's
Suagshan hospital Doctor Su-
chong-jan said: "The brothers
both suffered smoke inhalation
but otherwise they're OK except
for a few bruises." They were

also dehyrated.
Ma added Sun Chi-kuang

had told him: "Buddha told me
in a dream that [ would be res-
cued in the morning'."

The pair's parents, also de-
vout Buddhists, thanked God
for their sons' lives. Father Sun
Cheng said: "It's a miracle."

Mother Liou Luan-ruan said:
"l did not believe heaven would
take the lives of my two sons.
When | heard someone had been
rescued, I knew it was them.”

As the rescue began early

Sunday. another massive after-
shock struck central Taiwan. It
came hours after President Lee
Teng-hui declared a six-month
state of emergency to help mure
than 100,000 homeless
refugees,

Three more die
in latest quake

The death toll from Taiwan's
devastating earthguake rose
Sunday as the island was hit b
another massive aftershock, of-
ficials said.

Officials listed 2,024 people
as dead, up by around 20
overnight. Three more people
were confirmed to have died in
Sunday's early morning after-
shock, which measured 6.8 on
the Richter scale,

Local media reports spoke of
several more deaths and around
20 more i?jured.

The official toll on Sunday
at noon {10:00 am BST) also in-
cluded a further 8,565 people
listed as injured, 207 as missi
or trapped in rubble, and 1,06
stranded in remote areas.

The earthquake which
struck central Taiwan regis-
tered 7.6 on the Richter scale.

Yemeni president
re-elected

SAN'A. Sept 26: Yemeni
President Ali Abdullah Saleh
was re-elected president as ex-
pected Saturday, garnering the
vast majority of the votes in an
election that was boycoited by
opposition groups, reports AP.

Saleh won 9%‘3 per cent of
the wvote, said Abdullah
Barakat, the country's Chief
electoral officer. Saleh's only
rival, Najeeb Qahtan al-Shaabi,
got 3.7 per cent, Barakat said at
a news conference.

Authorities said Thursday's
elections — Yemen's first direct
presidential polls — were a suc-
cess. But critics said they were
an nsive farce put on to give
an illusion of democracy.

Saleh first came to power as
leader of North Yemen in 1978.
Much of the nation credits him
with unifying North and South
Yemen in 1990.

Lorry runs over 7 in Chennai : scver

persons were Killed on the spot and four others seriously
injured when a lorry ran over them while they were sleeping on
the footpath at Ashok Nagar Area of central Chennai yesterday
morning, PTI reports from Chennai.

US bombs Iraqi missile site: us

planes bombed an Iragi missile site early Saturday, in an effort
to enforce the southern no-fly zone, US military officials said in
a slalement Saturday, AFP reports from Washington.

Vietnamese Deputy Prime
Minister Nguyen Manh Cam
addresses the fifty-fourth
session of the United Na-

tions General Assembly
Saturday at UN Headquar-
ters. — AFP photo

Hindu activists burn effigies of Saudi terrorist Osama Bin
Laden Sunday in New Delhi. Bin Laden, who claimed re-
sponsibility for the bombing of US embassies in Africa last
year, is also responsible for funding training camps for mil-
itants who fought alongside Pakistani regulars during the
recent Kashmir conflict. He has allegedly declared a Jikhad

(Holy War) on India recently.

— AFP photo
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Rains kill 17

West Bengal seeks
help of army,

alr force
(e .CALCUTTA, Sept«26: The
West Bernigal government yes-

terday decided to seek help of
the Army and Air Force in Bur-
dwan and Birbhum districts,
the two most affected, amidst
fear that the state may see an-
other spell of deluge as the low
pressure, which had headed to-
wards Bihar on Friday, sud-
denly turned east during the day
and is now moving towards
Darjeeling and Cooch Behar,
reports P11,

At least 17 people were killed
so far and 10 lakh more were af-
fected in the rain although the
State Finance Minister, Asim
Dasgupta, confirmed only eight.
Fifteen districts were declared
as "flood-affected” by the gov-

that the low pressure has turned
towards North Bengal districts
after wreaking havoc in the
south.

Egyptians urged

to back Mubarak |

for another term

CAIRO, Sept 26 : Some 24
million registered voters were
called to vote "yes” for a fourth,
six-year term for Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak when
polls opened early Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

The 40,907 polling stations
in the country, which opened at
8 a.m. (11:00 am BST), will sta
open until 5 p.m. (1400 GM
and possibly longer if voting
lines are long, the interior min-
istry said.

It said 23,937,196 people
were registered to vote out of a
p{)pu!atinn of 64 million peo-
ple.

After 18 years in office, the
71-year-old president received
the backing in June of parlia-
ment, 90-per cent dominated by
his own National Democratic
Party, as sole candidate for a
fourth term in office.

The only possible variable to
watch in Sunday's poll will be

Thousands rally
against Milosevic

BELGRADE, Sept 26: In the
biggest turneout during daily ral-
lles in recent days, at KEE.ETL
55,000 people marched
Saturday through downtown
Belgrade and several other
Serbian cities to press their
demand for the resignation of
President Slobodan Milosevic,
reports AP,

At the start of the protest in
downtown Belgrade, Cedomir
Jovanovic, a former student
leader and now an official of
the opposition Democratic
Party. said "We displayed a
tremendous democratic poten-
tial. Tonight we will pay tribute
to a victim of the oppressive
regime, and we will criticise all
those misreporting about us."

Later on, four girls laid bou-
quets of red flowers and people
lit candles at the place where
Slavko Curuvija, the owner of
Dnevni Telegraf, a prominent
opposition newspaper, was shot
and killed by two gunmen on
April 11. The marchers filed
past in silence.

Curuvija's newspaper had
been banned and fined for criti-
cising Milosevic and other gov-
ernment officials after a strict
media law was adopted in
October 1998, He also had been
at odds with ultranationalist
leader Vojislav Seselj.

As they marched, their
number swelled to more 40,000
people, the highest number in
recent Belgrade protest rallies.

Israel pressing ahead with

expansion of settlements

JERUSALEM. Sept 26 : Israel

Is pressing ahead with the ex-
pansion of Jewish settlements
despite repeated Palestinian
rotests that it is one of the
iggest barriers to Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak's pledge to ad-
vance peace, new figures re-
vealed on Sunday, reports AFP.

Israel has invited tenders for
no less than 2,600 settlement
expansion projects in the occu-
pied territories since Barak
took office in July on a pledge to
advance peace with the Pales-
tinians, public radio reported.

At least a thousand of the
tenders invited by the housing
ministry concern West Bank
settlements close to Jerusalem
-- Maale Adumim, Givat Zeev
and Betar Illith, the radio said.

The other expansion projects
concern the settlements of
Kiryat Arba and Otniel close to

the southern West Bank town of

Hebron, and of Qarne Shomron
and Ariel in the northern West
Bank between Nablus and Ra-
mallah.

A further seven tenders have

the turnout. analysts here say. } been invited since July for in-

-

frastructure projects in West
Bank settlements, the radio
said.

The figures provoked an an-
gry reaction from Israeli peace
activists. "Housing Minister
Yitzhak Levy is continuing the
policies of the former right-
wing government of Benjamin
Netanyahu,” the Peace Now
group charged.

But a ministry spokesman
ﬂlgﬂruusly defended the policies
of the hardline Levy, whose Na-
tional Religious Partyv is a
strong supporter of the 160,000

Jewish settlers in the West

Bank and Gaza Strip. -

"{Settlement] construction
within Eretz Israel (Bibliecal
Greater Israel) will continue in
accordance with the govern-
ment's programme everywhere
where there is a demand for
housing," the spokesman said.

Barak's government has
pledged not to build new Jewish
settlernents in the occupied ter-
ritories but has said it will con-
tinue to meet housing needs in
existing settlements,

Pro-Jakarta militias urged

to la

DILI, East Timor, Sept 26 :

Multinational peacekeepers
Sunday urged militias to dis-
arm ahead of Monday's change
of command as Indonesian
troops torched city buildings in
an angry farewell to the terri-
tory they ruled for 24 years, re-
ports AFPF.
Thick plumes of toxic black
smoke rose over the city as
some of the last Indonesian
soldiers relinquishing control
in a humiliating pullout set fire
to a pile of tires inside a re-
cently abandoned barracks.

Smoke also poured out of the
department of education and
culture near the Dili Cathedral
and, across town, one of the few
bank buildings still standing
was ablaze.

"TNI (the Indonesian mili-
tary) and the militias arrived
and burned it,” one man in the
area of the ministry said.

The Australian commander
of the International Force in
East Timor (Interfet) on Sunday
urged the pro-Jakarta militias,
who have wreaked havoc here
with the military's har:kin% to
come to the negotiating table.

"Now we would welcome
militia to come along back into
the political debate, to come
back in unarmed, to come back
into their communities,” said
Major General Peter Cosgrove.

"And if this is done then
Timor has an early rosy future.
If it's not done tﬁen this will
drag on like this for a long
time."

More evidence of the carnage
emerged Sunday with the dis-
covery of the bodies of two East
Timorese people murdered
during the militia rampage,
which were exhumed from
graves on the outskirts of Dili,
the United Nations said.

A torture device was also
found in an abandoned Indone-
sian barracks.

Interfet has tried to stam
its authority on the capital Diﬁ
before formally assuming re-
sponsibility for security in the
territory on Monday.

y down arms

it T £,

Australian soldiers take cover in front of a blazing build-
ing while searching for suspected pro-Indonesian militia
activity Sunday after unknown assailants set an official
building on fire. Almost all official buildings and army or
police barracks on the East Timorese capital, Dili, have
been set alight whilst the Indonesian army pulls out its

remaining personnel.

— AFP photo

Russia prepares plans for

MOSCOW, Sept 26 : Russian
Defense Minister Igor Sergeyev
said Sunday that his forces had
prepared plans for a ground in-
vasion of the rebel republic of
Chechnya, Russian media re-
ported, says AFP.

"We have versions of a
ground operation planned,
which will be realised depend-
ing on the situation,” Sergeyey
said.

"Our main goal is to destroy
the bandits," ITAR-TASS news
agency quoted him as saying.

Russia has blamed Cl?ngiﬁem
based gunmen of organising
raids in the southern Russian
republic of Dagestan and or-
chestrating terrorist attacks on
Russian apartment blocks that
have killed some 300 penﬁle.

Earlier report says, Russia
shut down one of the last

refugee escape routes out of

Chechnya on Sunday as a
bombing campaign against the
rebel Muslim republic contin-
ued for the fourth day.

. Russian air strikes also took
out Chechnya's only cellular
phone tower, making Russian
news reports of the fast-escalat-
ing military conflict nearly
impossible to confirm for west-
ern news agencies working out
of Grozny.

The Russian new agency In-
terfax reported out of the
Chechen capital that warplanes
were again attacking Grozny
early Sunday.

Interfax said that it re-
mained unclear which sites
were targeted by the Russians,

although at least two warplane .

squadrons were circling the

capital at all times.
Earlier, Russian reports said

invasion of Chechnya

that officials had closed the
border between Chechnya and
the neighbouring republic of In-
gushetia late Saturday to stop
Chechen refupgees from entering
Russia.

The road remained the last
way for Chechen refugees to
leave the republic, which has
been bombarded by Russian
military jets and artillery since

September 5.
Some 20,000 Chechen

refugees had crossed the Ingush-
Chechen border by Saturday,
Moscow news reports said. The
line of cars waiting to %ﬂ
through the checkpoint was 15
km long on Saturday Eveninﬁ.
"We are on the verge of a hu-
manitarian disaster, we can't
rovide them with food and
ousing,"” Ingush Prime Minis-
ter Akhmed Malsagov told In-
terfax.

litical sources said

Horse trading to sail Lankan budget |

COLOMBO, Sept 26 : Sri
Lankan parties are in moves to
win over rivals before the cru-
cial budget vote in parliament
where the ruling party has a
slender one-seat majority, po-
ere Sun-
day, reports AFP.

The main upBositiun United
National Party (UNP) has begun
lobbying ruling party back-
benchers to defeat the national
budget to be presented in the
first week of November and
force a parliamentary election,
the sources said.

They said the ruling People's
Alliance (PA) of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga has
already mounted a counter-of-
fensive to ensure opposition
defections to avttl:_tlld Hgn embar-
rassing u in the House.

The mﬁs were heightened
when unexpectedly a key cozli-
tion partner of the government,
the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
(SLMC), clashed with a govern-

| ment minister Friday forcing

the abrupt suspension of sit-
tings in parliament.

he SLMC which holds
seven in the 225-member as-
sembly said it will reconsider
supgorting the government and
in theory any pull out by tae
minority Muslim party could
see the government fall,

"We can leave the govern-
ment anytime," SLMC leader M.
H. M. Ashraff said after Fri-
day's rumpus in parliament.
However, he said they were tle-
ferring a decision out of respect
for President Kumaratunga who
is now in Washington.

Diplomats here said politi-
cal manoeuvring has also
pushed back efforts to resolve
the country's long runnin
Tamil separatist conflict whic
has claimed more than 55,000
lives in the past 27 years.

"It is cult to expect them
to take a stand on contentious
issues when they are facing
problems of political survival,
a Western diplomat here said.

"S0 the peace process is most
Itl'u:'}%rl to be delayed.”

e parliamentary elections
are due by August next year
while the presidential election
must be held by November, but
the government can hold the
two votes anytime before that.

Ruling party sources said the
government was keen to hold a
snap vote in January in a bid to
arrest its declining electoral
fortunes at local elections.

Fresh fighting

kills 19

Renewed fighting between
%m'emment forces and Tamil
er guerrillas left at least 17
rebels and two security person-
nel killed, the defence ministry
here said Sunday.

The military shot dead 12
members of the separatist Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) in the northern Wanni

~ region Saturday in four sepa-
rate clashes, the ministry said.



