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this month the 25th

anniversary of its formal
entry to the United Nations
(UN). In fact on 10th June 1974,
the Security Council
deliberated on the issue of ad-
mission of Bangladesh and
unanimously recommended to
the General Assembly for the
admission without voling pur-
suant to Article 4 of the Char-
ter. Bangladesh first applied
for the membership of tﬁe UN
in 1972 but the issue was post-
poned by the Council because
the resolution of the Council of
December 1971 on Indo-Pak-
istan war was not implemented
fully by India and Pakistan.

During the initial phase of
our foreign policy in 1972-
1974, it was focused princi-
pally to obtain formal recogni-
tion from as many countries as
possible so as to consolidate
our independence by entering
into bilateral relationship
with other countries. With the
admission in the UN.,
Bangladesh became fully inte-
grated into the comity of na-
tions and it was a proud mo-
ment for the people of
Bangladesh. Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman ad-
dressed the General Assembly
of the UN in Bengali which was
translated into official UN lan-

: .

gu ﬁe[ﬂntllfgc? ﬂﬁ%{:ﬁﬁ set up
on 24 October 1945 by the vic-
tors of the Second World had at
its incﬁﬂtiun only 51 members
and they are known as
“original members of the UN".
Now it can boast of having 188
member-states. (Three states
were admitted at this session of
the UN). One can argue that the
increase in membership itself
is a testimony to the usefulness
of the organisation. If the UN
was not in existence it had to be
invented because many of the
contemporary issues are global
in character and requires
global response, such as, envi-
ronment., communicable dis-
eases, drug trafficking, money-
laundering and terrorism.

The ob
ber-states under the Charter
are paramount. That means
that if there is a conflict be-
tween the obligations under the
Charter and those under other
international agreement, the
Charter will prevail (Article
103 of the Charter). The obli-
gations under the Charter for
maintenance of international
peace and security are so
weighty and pervasive that
they are applicable even to the
non-members of the UN
(Article 2.6 of the Charter).

Assessment of the UN’s
Activities: Successes

and Failures

The Charter is quite broad.
has a comprehensive mandate
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and encompasses a span of ac-
tivities' that ranges ‘from the ..

rational.
onal

normative to the ope
Its J.:resrence is global,
and country-based. It S co-
operation from its member-na-
tions in eveng- possible sphere
of activity and performs a cen-
tral role in harmonising the
actions of nations in the at-
tainment of the common goals
envisaged in the Charter.

The UN was established
immediately after the Second

World War. There was a cry all
over the world that war must be

abandoned and peace must be
- maintained. The founders be-
lieved that there must be a
mechanism at the global level
of establishing peace and secu-
rity. This sentiment has been
reflected in the Charter whose
principal aim is directed to
take effective “collective mea-
sures” for the prevention and
removal of threats to interna-.
tional peace and security.

The consensus among the
victors of the Second World
War which underpinned the

HE Minisllgr of Planning
_ has turned down a USS 23

million proposal for
50,000 cellular mobile phones
of Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board (BTTB). The
donors did not response and
thus the rejection. It was re-
orted in e Daily Star on
ptember 3. Some serious is-
%ues lsfjemhemh?dded in the
angladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Bnard'sg{B'lEI‘B] un-
successful bid to push through
the proposal.

At present. four private
companies have license to op-
erate a nation-wide cellular
phone network. Competition
among the four has led to reduc-
tion of call charges, connection
fees and price of handsets, and
resulted in a phenomenal
growth. The clientele have
reaped the benefits. Naturally,
the BTTB was rather shaken by
this ‘unprecedenited market
stimulation. It stopped provid-
ing further inter-connections to
the operators. This was BTTB's
countermeasure to execute the
revenue sharing agreement
with them. In fact. BTTB had
been pushing a ‘revenue pay-
ment provision', It mandl-;tes
cellular phone operators uni-
lattralig aying to BTTB for ev-
ery mobile call tlo a BTTB num-
ber. The operators were per-
stading o bilateral ‘revenue

—

gations of the mem-

‘worl

MARISSA! JON HERE ! HOW
ABOUT GOING OOT WITH THE
KING OF KEEN TONIGHT?

4 Li [ the UN received a
bLé'IEFET I?Es 3urtng the Cold War

and as a result serious differ-
ences arose among the five
permanent members of the
Council (US, Russia, Britain,
France and China) who Sess
veto-power. Although the US
and Europe were in peace, there
were innumerable conflicts or
civil wars in other continents
and it was the lack of political
will among the members of the
Security Council that pre-
vented the UN machinery to
work to contain the regional
conflicts.

Generally speaking, it is the
deliberations of the UN in po-
litical conflicts in New York
which receive attention in the
media and often these political
conflicts are intractable be-
cause of the disagreement
among the five permanent
members. For example, the
sanictions on Iraq imposed in
1990 cannot be lifted due to the
differences of opinions among
"the big five”,

The UN failed badly in So-
malia, Rwanda, Angola, and to
some extent in Bosnia. It did
not involve itself .in Sierra
Leone and Congo. It seemed to
ignore Sudanese civil war and
Eritrea-Ethiopia conflict.
When I say the UN, | mean the
member-states who decide
what it may do — first and
foremost ., the five permanent
members of the Security
Council of the UN, Secretary
General Boutros -Ghali had to
‘go because of the disagreement
on how to handle the regional
ausnﬂict between the UN and the

The power and functions of
the Security Council have been
paralysed because of the dis-
agreement among the veto-
holding permanent five mem-
bers. In recent months the UN
faced a crucial challenge in
Kosovo but it failed to act be-
cause of the threatened veto
from two of its permanent

members. As a result, the
NATO, led by the US, had arro-

gated to itselfl the role of the UN
with the decision to go to war
with Yugoslavia on Kosovo.
This is not a good omen for the
future of the UN..

However, the functions of
the UN have undergone a huge
shift during the last 54 years of
its existence. We may not lose
sight of the highly successful
activities of the UN in interna-
tional economic and social co-
operation that affect the comn-
mon people in the member-
states, The exemplary work of
the UN and its agencies in Vi-
enna , Rome and eva and in
other cities are hardly noticed.
Let me give an example: at any
point of time thousands of
planes belonging to various
airlines are flying over the air
space of ﬂtcli':er ];:auqtrirgs in the
vorld “and ‘they 'afe ‘flying
smoothly becauseé bf’ thé Tules
and regulations of Interna-
tional Civil Aviation
Organisation in Montreal
(Canada) which comes under
the umbrella of the UN since
1947.

It is interesting to note that
the socio-economic co-opera-
tion among the member-states
was spelt out only in two chap-
ters out of the total nineteen
chapters of the Charter. These
activities which grew out of
prui}ortinn from its original
shell projected a good and
kinder image of the UN to the
average people in the develop-
ing world.

Organisations, such as UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF]),
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP,} United
Nations Fund for Population
Activities ( UNFPA), . United
Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), UN Human Rights

Commission, United Nations

.
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economic or military strength could be recouped through cre-

ative and imaginative footwork in multi-lateral diplomacy. Bangladesh should continue to
be prq_;ecfed as a credible nation to enable it to play a key role in the UN. Stable
democratic institutions is a vital ingredient in the make-up of this credibility. How we

(UNHCR,) and the specialised
agenclies such as gg:)d and
Agriculture Organisation
(FAO), World Health Organisa-
tion. (WHO) and International
Labour Organisation (ILO) have
become familiar in the devel-
oping world as they have initi-
ated global partnership to alle-
viate the sufferings of their
people.

Another activity that has
been carved out for the UN is
related to the request from the
member- states for electoral
assistance from the UN in their
democratisation process. The
presence of the UN observers
seeks to enhance the legitimacy

foutie HEIRE dhrewehef dia:
litical parties and the civil so-
ciety. It is reported that till
1997, no fewer than 80 requests
were received by the UN. This
function of the UN was un-
thinkable in view of the stipu-
lation in the Charter that the
LN will not intervene in mat-
lers which “are essentially
within the domestic jurisdic-
tion of any state” (Article 2.7 of
the Charter), which was zeal-
ously guarded by the member-
nations.

Another function of the UN
we often witness is the station-
ing of peace-keeping forces in
eace-op-
erations are a form of law en-
forcement favouring the weak
and the defenceless. Interest-
ingly, the Charter does not
mention specifically the much-
valued role of the UN in sta-
tioning its peace-keeping forces
in a territory of a member-
state. Had the founders fore-
seen this role of the UN, th
would have contemplated a U
standing force to intervene to
prevent or contain threat to
peace.

At present in a conflict or
threatened conflict, the UN , on
each occasion, has to rely on
the willingness of the member-
states to contribute its armed
or police force or civilian per-
sonnel to the UN for its peace-
keeping role. It creates delay in
the deployment of peace-keep-
ing forces and hurts the victims
of the conflict, principally the
civilian population, mostly
women and children. The
availability of troops for iis
rapid deployment by the UN
needs to be worked out by the
major powers.

-+ +What we have seen is the

ricommendable but ' silent: work

cofiductéd by the UN'and its
agencies in economic, humani-
tarian and social fields. The
UN has been hugely successful
but often it is ignored in the
media. It appears that the suc-

.cess of the UN is judged by its

rﬂlg in the cul;)fgct-situauuns
and since it is ng p sed
by the veto-holding mems of
the Council, UN has to wear a
negative image.

UN’s Future

The question must be asked:
just what would be the role of
the UN at the 21st century? The
answer begins with another
question: would the major
owers agree to undertake re-
orms of the UN to meet the
challenges of the next century?
Every nation has a range of
opinion on such questions. The
wall of words goes up among
the major powers and the rest
of the member-states may just

have been sidelined in the ¢rmi-

cial and informal gich;m_f.‘&
within the four walls of the UN

sharing agreement’. Under this
plan, BTTB is also supposed to
pay the private operators when
its subscribers call any mobile
number. BTTB, however, re-
mained reluctant to share any
revenue. The cellular phone
companies’ operators had no
option other than complying
with BTTB's. But the situation
did not improve. BTTB kept re-
fusing interconnection with the
private mobile networks.

PriceWaterhouseCoopers

ublished a telecom sector re-
orm study in April 1999, They
observed that the interconnec-
tion agreements between the
mobile operators and BTTB are
discriminatory and ‘grossly
one-sided’ in favour of the lat-
ter. The former told the consul-
tant that they were ‘forced’ to
sign the agreements. or not at
all to be connected with the
BTTB network.

BTTB's attitude also created
the most unfortunate mobile
users of the world — ‘mobile-to-
mobile only'. They are allowed
to call only the maobiles, but no
access to BTTB numbers. These
mobile ‘intercom’ users repre-
sent 30 per cent of roughly
80,000 cellular- phone sub-
scribers in the country. They
are unable to call an ambu-
lance, fire service or police dur-
ing the most crucial moments
ol their life.

premises. | would assert thal

achieve th

all member-states, big or
small, weak or strong have the
right to a\‘:nlgl e with what is go-
Ing on with the debates on the
relorms of the UN. Every
member nation has to make
balanced assessments about
the competing interests. oppor-
tunities, remedies and risks
within the structure of the UN.

It is seen that there is a
change in the UN's role in
maintenance of threat to peace
and security. The UN now au-
thorises the regional organisa-
tions or countries to handle
such crisis, such as East Timor,
Sierra Leone and Congo. This
practice appears to be consis-
terit with the UN Charter so
long the regional organisations
or countries have the backing
of the UN. The US administra-
tion supports this regional
policing role as it cannot have
its troops everywhere,

It is argued that the UN
Charter has three core objec-
tives: security, development
and human rights. These three
are equally important for the
promotion of hum dignity.
prrrer - . STy e
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24 Sept 1974: Bangabandhu Sh

f'_s_' will present a challenge to Bangladesh.

rest 600 million of 48 Least

eveloped Countries.

The inequality has become
so wide that 200 richest people
doubled their income in past 4

ears to S100 billion while 1.3
illion people live on less than
$1.00 a day. The same computer
that costs a month’s wages for
the average American takes
eight years' income from the
average resident of Bangladesh.
A US medical library sub-
scribes to around 5000 journals
while Nairobi University Med-
ical School in Kenya gets 20.
These are not only the grim
statistics but a grim reality af-
fecting the people in the poorer
nations. The UN cannot be a
silent spectator to this bizarre
inequality which creates social
tensions and endangers the
stability and security in the de-
veloping world. The UN must
grapple with the situation
through initiating a meaning-
ful dialogue among the rich and
the poor nations..
The next round of trade ne-
otiations at Seattle in Novem-
er under the auspices of the

the UN General Assembly in Bengali.

Growth and development is not

11 possible unless: there exists

peace and security, ' BDevelop-
ment’ eradicates r and
promotes literacy which in
turn advances the cause of hu-
man rights.

What do we see today in the
Third World? The gap between
the rich and the poor countries
is larger at the end of this cen-
tury than it was in the begin-
ning. The rich nations are get-
ting richer as poor nations
struggle on fringes of the global
village. In 1960, the richest
fifth of the world’'s people had
30 times as much income as the
poorest fifth. By 1997, that
Elru rtion had more than dou-

2 to 74 to 1.
The UNDP said in its annual

review this year that global in-
equalities in income and livin
standards have reache
“grotesque proportions,” The
richest countries have 20 per
cent of the world's people but 86
cent of its income and the
poorest one-fifth of nations get
1 per cent of world's income; 3
richest people have more assets
than the tolal assets of the

poverty

rade Organisatio;
1ave a nuge impact — alle 1T#J;§
the: envirenment, the
economies of the developing
countries and what the con-
sumers eat and wear all over
the Elnb«e. But it appears that
the UN has no specific role in it
and there is a view that the de-
veloping countries are expected
to lose in the deal.

The key to a solution to the
inequality problem is that the
UN should embrace the rules
and institutions that would en-
sure that the trade deal serves
people and communities in the
developing world, more so in
the least developed countries
(poorest of the poor) including
Ban%ladesh. Nepal, Myanmar
and Bhutan.

There is a view that eco-
nomic globalisation has not
been matched by globalisation
of political structures, of a sys-
tem of governance that can
shape, mould, and control the
powerful new forces and ensure
that they deliver for the many
in the poorer nations than the
few in rich nations. There ap-
pears to be a vacuum at the

orld
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heart of globalisation. The
concept lacks moral dimen-
sion, a sense that there is
something wrong about a
system which adds risk to
those able to bear it the least
and which tolerates indecent
disparities in wealth and well-
being. The UN needs a robust
policy framework for coping
with the challenges of the new
disorder.

The international commu-
nity is being confronted with
new issues. Biological weapons
and man-made poisons, in
other words, chemical weapons
are relatively easy to make by
any qualified professional per-
sonnel. With germ warfare,
tiny quantities could be enough
to inflict tens of thousands of
casualties. Just like germ war-
fare attacks. computer virus
could challenge the ability of
any government and economy
to keep functioning.. Terrorism
appears to be far more a free-
lance operation, driven by per-
sonal fanaticism than any
Erncucal and political objec-

Ve,

The digital divide (infor-
mation technology) between
north and south continues to
increase and this will likely to
iimpact adversely commercial
interests between the rich and
the poor countries. Among the
social problems, human
security, illiteracy. unskilled
human resources, population
control, empowerment of
women, communicable dis-
eases, drug trafficking and drug
related problems, migration of
people, sustainable environ-
ment, scarcity of fresh water
and natural disasters need to be
addressed at the next century.

All the above issues need
ﬁlnhal solution and the UN will

ave to deal with them. The UN
can function well with the sup-
port of major powers, the five
permanent members of the Se- -
curity Council. Most impor-
tantly the UN has to elicit sup-

port of the US as after 1945 it
took over the world leadership.
Ten years ago eight of the 10
biggest multinationals in the
world were Japanese; now they
are all American. Its military |
might was demonstrated by its
remote-controlled war in
Kosovo. Some predict that 21st
century would continue to be
clominated by the US because of
its- supremacy in the informa-

cHon . revolubion. o o et
v dtis not incorrect to say that |
with the support of the US (or at

least need not to face US oppo-

sition) the UN will have the
credibility and the teeth to bite,
Take last year's treaty setting
up an International Crimina

Court. Washington did not sign
it and it remains little more
than a paper-document until it
signs the treaty.

Review of the UN
Charter

The developing countries
which emerged as independent
states after 1945 had no inputs
to the preparation of the UN
Charter. Aﬁhnu h the Charter
does not suffer from any seri-
ous shortcomings, the small
membership of the Security
Council, the most important
organ of the UN, does not rep-
resent the contemporary power
realities. The increase of mem-
bership of the Council from 11
to 15 came into effect in 1965.
There id a demand that the,
membership should be 3
=igised to a reasonable level 5O

How Real are the Benefits?

Such isolation is contradic-
tory to the national telecom
policy. This policy of 1998 en-
sures the right of universal ac-
cess to all mobile phone users
in Bangladesh. It means, they
would be able to make and re-
ceive calls to and from any tele-
phone at an affordable cost.
Whereas, acting on behalf of
Bangladesh government, BTTB
impinged upon their rights.

The interim regulator, Min-
istry of Posts and Telecommu-
nications (MoPT), has been col-
lecting license fees from the op-
erators and annual royalty
[rom each user. But MoFT never
intervened to safeguard opera-
tors’ business interest or users’
legitimate right. Rather, it
promoted BTTB's proposal to
Planning Commission. The na-
tional
dumped it.

Mobile hype is not a new
BTTB ailment. It has been op-
pnsing every private telecom
venture. Bangladesh witnessed
emergence of fax in mid-1980s.
Receiving and sending text and
picture through a Kin
over the conventional tele-
phone line was a fairy-tale

planners apparently

of copier

coming true. Fax had an imme-
diate economic impact. Apparel .

export skyrocketed as the in-
dustry was liberated from the
snail-speed telex messaging of
BTTB. Transferring higher vol-
ume of information at a lower
cost with a faster speed made
fax the heart-throb of business
community.

A customer buys a fax from a
dealer, who imported that de-
vice by paying all the duties and
taxes. That customer connects
the fax with own phone line and
pays the call charges accord-
ingly. It increased the interna-
tional call traffic and brought
more revenue for BTTB. But,
BTTB discovered that a simple
gad%et like fax has conquered
its long possessed and profit
vielding telex business. It virtu-
ally retaliated with the decree
of a no objection certificate
(NOC) for each fax. Additional
payment of Tk. 30,000 as roy-
alty was also imposed by :

BTTB also lost another lu-
crative monopoly, private au-
tomatic branch exchange
(PABX). Customers had no
choice hut using BTTB's ana-
logue PABX 1y

JON, JON

YES, THE PORK KING OF
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by Jim Davis

by Abu Saeed Khan

Private vendors introduced
North American, European and
Japanese digital PBX systems.
Availability, price, perfor-
mance and support wise, BTTB's
analogue PABX was far behind
than its digital competitors. Af-
ter sweeping the private mar-
ket, private sector PBX con-
quered BTTB's traditionally
guaranteed customers — the

government offices. ,
Fax and PBX explored a new
husiness frontier — office au-
tomation. As fax replaced the
telex, PBX eliminated another
cumbersome communications
tnol — intercom. Fax and PBX
reduced operating costs and im-
proved productivity of trade
and commerce. This twosome
also germinated the local in-
dustries of UPS. voltage sia-
biliser, cables and other ancil-
‘laries. Above all, the Fax-PBX
entrepreneurs developed in-
house technical expertise to
rovide after-sales supports.
sides creating jobs, this office
automation duo enriched the
government revenue. Acknowl-
edging these contributions, the
government rewarded the PBX
repeating the provi-

James Bond
BY AN FLEMDYG
DRAWDNG BY HORAX
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ANDERING
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DAZE !

sion of NOC and royalty, as it
did for fax. .

It reflects BTTB's poor reflex
in open market environment.
During last two decades, BTTB
neither conceived the reality of
competition nor it developed
any skill to optimise its own re-
sources. The state-owned tele-
com service provider has lost
the spirit of 'service' from its
operations. French vendor Al-
catel installed 150,000 tele-

hones in Dhaka, Chittagong,
ajshahi, Sylhet and Khulna.
In order to monitor the entire
network, a centralised network
monitoring facility was com-
missioned at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar exchange in Dhaka.
is facility works like a
surveillance system through
closed circuit television. It en-
ables BTTB to instantly pin-
point any trouble at any point
of this massive telephone net-
work. Therefore, the possibility
of telephone breakdown is al-
most nil. Such a strategic re-
source remains unused since
Alcatel completed this project
in early 1997. BTTB may be
careless about its own develop-
ment but seems very careful

7 WAD A FEW
TO0 MANY, |
SHOULDN'T
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as to reflect the existing politi-
cal and economic environ-
ment. Some maintain that an-
other five (2 of which would be
permanent members) from
each of the continent except
Europe should be included in
the Council and there are
many ideas proposed by vari-
ous regional*groups in respect
n:‘llhe composition of the Coun-
cil.

Other priorities are to re-
structure the executive configu-
ration of the secretariat of the
UN. to remmove the UN's chronic”
funding problem by introduc-
ing a new formula or levy, to
provide the Security Council
powers to defuse tensions
through preventive diplomacy
and/or take peace or confi-
dence-building measures to
contain the situation.

There is a strong view that
either the veto-power should be
totally abolished or it can be
exercised only in certain
conditions which will exclude,
in respect of peace, operations
or in conflict situations. The
power of the General Assembly
should be enhanced and it
should not be considered as the
“talking club.” The Secretary
General of the UN should be
empowered to take emergency
action in conflicts or in
situation of gross abuse of
human rights under Article 99
of the Charter. At present the
Secretary General is only
empowered to "bring to the
attention of the Council any
matter” threatening inter-
national peace and security.

Th'ﬁ::irstﬂgll E&?ﬁ&&‘ﬂ&@i‘aes. the

review ol the Charter is being
discussed but because of the
lack of unanimity of the ma{ur
powers nothing has actually
moved on. It is imperative that
the Charter should be amended
to carry out the reforms within
the UN.

Bangladesh’s Role at

the UN

Bangladesh is a responsible
member of the UN and has
taken its obligations very seri-
ously. It paid its dues regularly
and never defaulted once. It is
the eighth largest country in

the world in terms of popula-

tion and has been consistently
making contributions to the
deliberations of the UN and in
the agencies. Many of its pro-
posals were adopted by the UN
and it earned commendation
from other delegations.
Bangladesh was born of a
war of independence in 1971
and many countries in the de-
veloping world have witnessed
the courage and determination
of the ﬁenple of Bangladesh. In
fact the role of Bangladesh
freedom-fighters have inspired
the people in other countries
who struggl
call that one Eritresan diplomat
told me. in . Geneva that
Bangladesh was a great source
of inspiration to them in get-
tingbrid of Ethiopia’s rule.
angladesh has always
played a role of moderation in
the debates in the UN and its
balanced and pragmatic ap-
proach is appreciated. Its
commitment to peace is total
from the very beginning. It re-
sponded always to the call of
the UN in providing peace-
keeping troops/police or civil-
ian personnel which has been
admired by the UN Secretary
General.. Bangladesh has a
self-interested preference for
the peaceful resolution of con-

[licl. wvrotection of weak
dgaillisl strong.

Bangladesh is a member of

‘the Organisation of Islamic

Countries, Non-Aligned
Movement (now the chairper-
son-designate] and the Com-
monwealth, besides the UN.
This unique position makes
Bangladesh privy to many
policies and decisions, not
available o many countries

against any advancement in the
private sector,

Internet Service Providers
(ISPs) brought the cyber bounty
in 1996. To develop an intelli-
gent nation, the industry per-
suaded the povernment into
waiving import tariff from
computers. This landmark de-
cision in 1998 exploded the

wth of PC and Internet users.

ut, the ISPs have limited lib-
erty of selecting satellite carrier
for connecting respective
server. Their choices are re-
stricted among BTTB specified
satellite carriers. It is costin
the Bangladeshi [SPs USS$S6,
per month. This amount is re-
portedly eight times higher
than what their Indian coun-
terparts pay. Such penalty is
pertaining to BTTB's unneces-
sary involvement as a broker.
Inl?;l

ct, BTTB retains the hon's
share from the ISP's satellite

payment. BTTB found it nol
enough and itself emerged as an
ISP in 1999, Unlike its private
rivals, BTTB enjoys a huge cost
advantage as an ISP. No wcn-
der, it bravely charges 'peanuts’
and proudly claims to be com-
petitive.

Had the independent telecom
regulator been functional. the
private telecom and IT sector
would have been salvaged from
such atrocity. The Cabinet is yet
to review the dralt telecom regu-

ed for freedom. I re.,

and helps to interact effi
with ulhpﬂr countries, .
Bangladesh holds the chair
of the least developed countries
in the UN (48 in number) and
in that capacity it is involved
in ‘niche’ diplomacy which
means concentrating resources
in_specific areas best able to
generate returns worth having,
rather than covering the entire
field. By being nofl economi-
cally powerful or militarily
strong, Bangladesh is not in a
position to impose its will or
proposal but often is seen per-
suasive to have like-minded
countries to see its point of
view and act accordingly.
Bangladesh was elected as a
member of the Security Council
:_'gr two year?_ (1979-80) within
ur years of i 1S5]
the UN. Durittisg atcf-nr{gsslecﬁné? .
there was no dearth c}lp rob- |
lems, Among the significant
ones were the political crisis in
Cambodia, escalating tension
between Iran-Iraq in the Gulf,
Afghanistan's civil war and the
question of Zimnbabwe's inde-
pendence. Bangladesh played a
constructive role which was

‘recognised by the members of

the UN.
Challenges for

Bangladesh

Bangladesh has limited re-
sources and therefore there has
to be careful identification of
where our interests rest. There
is no prestige in pursuing ideas |
which are over-ambitious or
for some reasons would un-
likely lo generate support from
otlier countries. Resources are
o be concentrated wliere they
Are likely to have the wost use-
ful impact.

Bangladesh needs Lo address
its major tocus on human secu-
rity, transler of technology,
training of human resources,
developmental aid, environ-
ment and market access of its
Fuada It needs persistence for a
ong period to follow an issue.
Many good ideas fall by the
wayside because they cﬂui}d not
elicit support or interest from
other countries.

What Bangladesh lacks in
economic or military strength
could be recouped through cre-
ative and imaginative foot-
work in multi-lateral diplo-
macy. Bangladesh should con-
tinue to be projected as a credi-
ble nation to enable it to play a
key role in the UN. Stable
democratic institutions is a vi-
tal ingredient in the make-up
of this credibility. How we
achieve this will present a
challenge to Bangladesh.

Conclusion
The UN is not a supra-na-
tional government. It is a
mechanism through which the
member-states agree to act to-
ther and the primacy of the
S in decisions reflect its cur-

rent dominance in world af-
falgsoniei ¥ o on Teoke ity s

Werlive In anvia ol change
and realignment. The world is
rushing into greater integra-
tion, driven mostly by market
Frnﬂtabmt and economic ef-
iciency. Human development
and socijal protection are being
ignored. Times of transforma-
tion can be challenging. The
UN is a unique instrument of
concerted action and it is what
its member-states make of it.

The question is: how do we
get from where we are to where
we ought to be when those
countries that have the power
lack will and those that have
the will lack the power? Time
will only tell whether the ma-
jor powers have the will and
commitment to make the UN
an effective organisation at the
next century so that dignity
and worth of the human beings
are preserved and promoted.

The author. a barrister. is
Jormer Bangladesh Ambas-
sador to the UN in Europe,
Geneva, :

latory commission act. Then it
will forwarded to the par-
liament for final approval.
Meanwhile, MoPT and BTTB
are pursuing rather a scorched
earth policy for the private
mﬂRilﬁa?l%?t:a}grﬁbrhaps imnai-
nent in the name of 200,000
Personal Handyphone Systerns
(PHS). This 23 billion-yen ven-
ture is alleged to be a dumping
project of the Japanese telecom
wastes. The project cost is ex-
cluding the frequency charges
and operating license fees,
payable to MoPT. Interconnec-
tion charges with BTTB and
four private cellular networks
are not addressed either.

Moreover, BTTB will require
sharing its physical infrastruc-
ture with the PHS venture. PHS
inﬁ.'estnrdwill usedBTTE's 1;;1};1;:1
ings, underground copper es
and existing duct/sub-duct for
optical fibre backbone. BTTB
will also expand the capacity of
its local. long distance and in-
ternational gateways to connect
the PHS network. Some disas-
trous facts about PHS were dis-
cussed by the writer in an arti-
cle published in The Daily Star
on March 15, 1999. MoPT has
directed BTTB to go ahead with
the FHSJijecL ut will it be a
forwar journey ?

The author is a freelance
telecom writer
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