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2006 World Cup

SA dismisses
joint bid

JOHANNESBURG, Sept 25;
The head of South Africa’s bid
for the 2006 World Cup on Sat-
urday described as rions ense the
notion of a joint bid to «co-host
the event by Germany aind Eng-
land, reports AFP.

Danny Jordaan, on his re-
turn from Geneva to ciinvass
support for South Africa’s ten-
‘der for the football exirava-

ganza, said: "One of the English
journalists approached me and
told me there was talk aibout
this issue. .

"My own view is that it is
nonsense. | can't evien corisider
it - there is no way it can hap-
pen,” Jordaan told AFP.

Japan and South Korea are
joining forces to host the World
Cup in 2002, a first for the soc-
cer showdown.

"FIFA has made it clear that
further consideration of joint
bids will take place after deter-
mination (after the 2002 World
Cup) if it can work,

“Therefore, for anyne to »ug-
gest a joint hosting of World.
Cup (2006} would be premature."

He added that FIFA had also
said it would accept only single
country bids.

“They can't change the nules
now," \

Jordaan said South Africa's
bid was "pretty strong. '

“If one must read anything
into this rumour, it is clearly
that some people recognisie
South Africa is a formidabie
candidate for 2006." he said.

The five candidates are
Brazil, England, Germany, Mo-
rocco and South Africa.

The Animal’

& the circus

RIO DE JANEIRQ, Sept 25:
Brazilian striker Edmundo cel-
ebrated his son's first birthday
by holding a circus, complete
with chimpanzees and two ele-
phants, in his own back garden,
reports Reuters.

Television pictures on Fri-
day showed the lavish party
laid on for Edmundo junior, at-
tended by dozens of guests in-
cluding fellow soccer players.

Edmundo, himself nick-
named "the Animal", said he
hired a local circus, which put
up a tent in the garden, to pro-
vide the entertainment at
Thursday's event.

Pictures showed Edmundo
cuddling a chimpanzee and
[eeding it a Elaus of beer, while
the two elephants proved tpo big
to get into his garden and were
left in their cage.

"As a father, | may have left
a lot to be desired as I have been
away from home too much,”
said Edmundo.

Edmundo returned to Vasco
in July after 18 months with
Italy's Fiorentina where he up-
set fans by returning to Rio for
carnival at a time when the
team was challenging for the
‘championship.

The player has a long his-
tory of bust-ups on and off the
pitch and. despite his extraor-

dinary talent, is 'not being
Picke by Brazil coach Wander-
ey Luxemburgo. -

Four years ago, when Ed-
mundo started a brief spell at
Vasco's rivals Flamengo, he was
met at Rio airport by the mayor
and taken through the city in a
parade which also featured cir-
cus animals, :

McCarthy backs
Keane, Irwin

DUBLIN, Sept 25: Republic of
Ireland coach Mick McCarthy
named Manchester United duo
Roy Keane and Denis Irwin Fri-
day for their crucial European
Championships qualifier with
Macedonia on October 9 in
Skopje, reports AFP.

Both players have been in-
jured recently but McCarthy is
‘lmping the two key players will
inspire his team to win a place
in next year's finals in Holland
and Belgium or at least a play-
off berth.

Should Yugoslavia fail to
win their Balkan grudge match
with Croatia in Zagreb the Irish
would win Group Eight, assum-
ing they beat Macedonia.

Evergreen striker Tony Cas-
carino, who plays for French
first division side Nancy and
David Connolly of Belgium's
Mouscron, are the only men in
the squad whe do not play club
football in England.

SQUAD

GOALKEEPERS: Alan Ke-
lly, Dean Kiely. .

DEFENDERS: Denis Irwin.
Sie?hen Carr, Jeff Kenna, Gary
Kelly, Steve Staunton, Ken
Cunningham, Gary Breen, Phil
Babb.

MIDFIELDERS: Roy Keane,
Mark Kinsella, Alan McLough-
lin , Lee Carsley, Damien Duff,
Mark Kennedy.

FGRWAR%S: Niall Quinn,
Tony Cascarino; Robbie Keane,
Kevin Kilbane, David Connolly
. Keith O'Neill.

Davids to
undergo

eye surgery

TURIN, Italy, Sept 25: Dutch
international Edgar Davids is
to undergo eye surgery for glau-
coma Juventus confirmed on
Friday, reports AFP,

The operation on the mid-
fielder's right eye will take
place in the coming days in a
Dutch clinic.

Juventus had been the
all-clear from UEFA, FIFA and
the International Ol mpic
Committee (I0C) to field Davids
after he used medicines con-
tainhﬁ banned substances to
treat the eye problem.

However, the deadline on
10C authorisation runs out on
October 3.

Davids played in the Juven-
tus clashes against Cagliari and
Udinese earlier his month
wearing swimmin goggles to
protect the affected eye.

Hamburg's Iranian international Mehdi Mahdavikia (L) is challeﬁged by a VFL Wolfsburg
player during their Bundesliga encounter on September 24,

Bundesliga

—AFP photo

MUNICH, Sept 25:
Seventy two hours
after scrambling a
last minute draw
against - Glasgow
Rangers in the Eu-

ropean Champions’ League,
Bayern Munich found their
good luck wanting Friday

evening 3s lowly VIB Stuitgart
produced their best
performance this season to beat
them 1-0, reports AFP
Bulgarian World Cup star

+Krassimir Balakow posted the

a 7oth minute
been denied
e break when

winner with
penalty, havin
earlier before
he hit the bar.

It was the seventh occasion
in just six games this season
that the Bulgarian star has hit
the woodwork instead of the net
but his penalty was enough to
condemn the German champi-
ons to their first home reverse
lor 33 maitches.

The penalty was awarded
when Bayern's Ghanaian de-
fender Samuel Kuffour locked

arms with Romanian striker
Viroel Ganea as the pair battled
alone for a long incoming ball
out of the midfield.

Ganea succumbed to Kuf-

four's challenge and blew a kiss
to the Munich crowd when ref-
eree Lutz-Michael Frohlich
pointed o the spot.
It was a moinentous victory
for Stuttgart who have only
taken full points in Munich's
Olympic stadium on one occa-
sion in their last 27 appear-
ances there.

M+ e significantly though
Friday s performance was a to-
tal form turnaround for a club
on the verge of cracking under
the pressure of mounting fail-
Uure.

Prior to Friday evening
Stuttgart had taken just four
points from their five pames
and were resting helplessly in
17th place. They now rise to
10th while Bayern, for the time
being, remain fourth.

"We didn't play well and they
deserved to win. They had lots

Stuttgart's Pablo Thiam (L) goes past Bayern Munich's

Steffan Effenberg.

—AFP photo

of shots on goal and hit the
crossbar twice -- they deserved
to win and we have to accept
that,” Bayern playmaker Stefan
Effenberg summed up, adding
that no-one should try to use
the extra burden of playing the
Champions League midweek as
ar excuise,

Bayern coach Ottmar
Hitzfeld was not so sure though,
"Stuttgart were much fresher,”
he said. "You could see that my
guys were playing their third
game in sixth days. We lost a lot
of energy in Frankfurt and in
Glasgow and today Stuttgart
were just that little bit faster
than we were."

Strikingly Balakov's
penalty was Stuttgart's first
away Enal this season and the
win their first away points.
Both may just have saved coach
Ralf Rangnick his job.

"I think we realised today we
are in fact able to play the way
we want to,” Rangnick said op-
timistically. "The whole debate
about whether we should play a
4-4-2 or 4-5-1 system has to
slop Lecause it we can play this
way in Munich's stadium we
ought to be able to do it any-
where.”

The last time Bayern lost at
home was in February 1998 (33
matches ago) at the hands of FC
Cologne but, as a bad omen for
Stuttgart, that same season
Cologne were relegated for the
first time in the club's history.

Northern pair Hamburg and
Wolfsburg shared the points in
Friday's other Bundesliga game
with a 2-2 draw. '

Rodolifo Cardoso put the
home side ahead twice in the
10th and 56th minutes but
Wolfsburg struck back quickly
on both occasions through
Jonathon Akpoborie with goals
in the 12th and 65th minutes.

STANDINGS

Bundesliga table after games
played Friday (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, against,
points):

Hamburg B 8 1
Leverkusen L
Borussia
Bayern
Bremen
Freiburg
Wolfsburg
Eintracht
Schalke 04
Stuttgart
Arminia
Hertha
Unterhaching
1860 Munich
K'slautern
Hansa

.
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LUANDA, Sept 25:
Namibia will lack
four foreign-based
players when they
meet Angola here
on Sunday in the
-of the Castle Cup South-
ern Africa championship final,
reporis AFP,

Defender Mchammed Ouseb
and midfielder Robert Nauseb
from Kaizer Chiefs in South
Africa and midfielders Razun-
dura Tjikuzu from Werder Bre-
men in Germany and Quinton
Jacobs from Partick Thistle in
Scotland are needed by their
clubs,

However, they will be avail-
able for the return match in
Windhoek on October 2 as
Namibia seek their first trophy
since the country achieved in-
dependence eight years ago.

. Namibia have reached the
final without winning a match.
A defeat in Lesotho was fol-
lowed by penalty shootout vic-

Sensible!

COVENTRY, England, Sept
25: Coventry City have become
the first English Premier
League side to launch an official
club condomn, reports Reuters.

"This is not a joke product,”
sald Paul Coles, controller of
the Sky Blues' retail operations.
"We are a res&msﬁb]e chub."”

"We have been very careful to
make sure that the product
passes all statutory standards.
We are confident of consider-
able demand."”

Coles said the condoms, to be
sold at vending machines at the
club’s Highfield Road stadium
and in two city supermarkets,
are a regular brand but the
packaging is Coventry City's.

S
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Castle Cup

tories over Malawi in a losers
play-off, South Africa in the
quarter-finals and Swaziland
in the semi-finals.
__Goalkeeper Ronnie Kanalelo
irom South African champions
Sundowns has been a ke ggure
in the tense finishes, flinging
his long frame in various direc-
tions to block spot kicks.
__Huge striker Eliphas Shivute
from Chinese club Shengzen is
another major influence among
the Brave Warriors with his
physigue particularly effective
i1 away malches as he can re-
tain possession when heavily
outnumbered.

Angola qualified with nar-
Fow away victories over
Malawi, Lesotho and title hold-
ers Zambia, who surrendered a

Results

First round

Lesotho 1 Namibia O
Bolswana 1 South Africa 2
Malawi | Angola 2
Swaziland 3 Mozambique 1
Losers play-offs

ambia face stiff task

52-match unbeaten home
record spanning 13 years.

Coach Djalma Cavalcante
this year inherited a team that
had fared badly in 2000 African
Nations Cup qualifiers with
only one victory in six matches
and a humiliating home loss to
minnows Mauritius.

The Brazilian has adopted a
different selection approach to
his predecessors, ustn% only lo-
cal players instead of mixin
them with Portuguese-base

" professionals.

Although Angola will lack
long-serving defender Helder
Vicente, who misses the first leg
after being sent off in Zambia,
they are expected to build a
winning lead at the 60,000-seat
Citadela Stadium. :

Malawi 1 Namibia 1 (Namibia won 4-2 pen)

Botswana 0 Mozarnbique 2
Quarterfinals

Lesotho O Angola 1
Swaziland 1

imbatiwe 1 (Swaziland won 4-3 pen)

Namibia 1 South Africa 1 (Namibia won 4-1 pen)
Zambia 1 Mozambique 1 (Zambia won 4-3 pen)

Semifinals
Zambia 0 Angola 1

Namibia 1 Swaziland 1 {(Namibia won 4-2 pen)

Leading scorers

2: Masina, Nkambule (Swz), Ferreira (Ang), Ndlanya (Rsa)

Man-of-the-match awards
2: Dube (Swz)

1: Kutonda, Campos (Ang), Monteiro, Trigo (Moz), Kanalelo (Nam).

Khoboli (Les}, Manda (Maw), Mohlala (Rsa), Sichone (Zam), Tembo

(Zirn)
Previous winners
1997, 1998 - Zambia

S— SPOT't &

i

Ajax atop

AMSTERDAM, Sept 25: Ajax
Amsterdam came from behind
to beat Vitesse Armhem 3-1 and
go top of the Dutch First Divi-
sion on Friday, reports Reuters.

Vitesse drew first blood in
the 13th minute when striker
Pieere van Hooijdonk shot
home from close range.

But Ajax found the net
through Brian Laudrup in the
22nd minute. In the second half
Laudrup struck again to put
Ajax ahead in the 62nd minute.

Vitesse tried to find the
equaliser but Shota Arveladze
clinched the match for the Am-
sterdam team in the 84th
minute when he cut inside the
box and pushed the ball into the
corner. -

Ajax have a one-point lead
at the top with 14 points from
six games ahead of the other
weekend fixtures,

Detending ehampions
Feyenoord, who play RKC
Waalwijk on Sunday, are sec-
ond with 13 points from five
matches.

Fourth-placed PSV, the onl
team with a 100 per cent record,
face third placed Willem 11
Tilburg today.

LEAGUE FIXTURES

Sunday
Sparta Rotterdam v MVV

Maastricht

Cambuur Leeuwarden v
AZ'67 Alkmaar

Den Bosch v FC Utrecht

De Graafschap v NEC Ni-
jmegen

Feyenoord v RKC Waalwijk

SC Heerenveen v Twente En-
schede

Pirates fight
for survival

JOHANNESBURG, Sept 25:
Leading South African club Or-
lando Pirates are facing a shock
exit from the African Cup Win-
ners Cup quarterfinals in
Guinea this weekend, reports
AFP,

The 1995 Champions' Cup
winners defeated African debu-
tants ASM Sangaredi 1-0 in Jo-
hannesburg through a soft goal
from Sibusiso Zuma, whose
timid shot went between the
legs of goalkeeper Jonathan
Taylor.

But hopes of defending the
lead in Con have been dealt
a series of blows with influen-
tial midfielder Thabo Mn-

omeni and strikers Phumlani
khize and Simon Makhubela
ruled out by injuries.

"This leaves the Buccaneers
with only 14 players, including
two goalkeepers, as 11 of the 30
reﬁtstered players have joined
other clubs, one has retired and

- one has a long-term injury.

Pirates also battled to reach
Conkary, leaving South Africa
unlﬁ on Thursday because
flights to West Africa were
packed with athletes and offi-
cials returning from the All
Airica Games in Johannesburg.

"We must come back with a

positive result. We are a big club
and there are a lot of expecta-
tions among our supporters,”
Pirates manager Lawrence 'Big
Bear' Ngubane told his squad.

Sangaredi are the first
Guinean club to reach the guar-
ter-finals since 1983 and de-
feated LPRC Oilers of Liberia 1-
0 and Al-Shatte of Libya 3-0 at
home in previous rounds.

Power Dynamos of Zambia,
the other Southern Africa sur-
vivors, face an even tougher
task than Pirates after bein
hield 1-1 at home by Clu
Africain from Tunisia.

Midfielder Alex Namazaba
has been included in the Zam-
bian squad after a lengthy ab-
sence due to an injury sustained
in the first-round triumph over
Saint Michel United from Sey-
chelles. '

Club xlﬂifrir:ain or an.lr_er Dy-
namos play Al-Masry of Egypt
and ASM Sangaredi or ﬂrla%lruizlju
Pirates meet Africa Sports of
Cote d'lvoire in the semifinals
next month.

FIXTURES .

At Tunis g

Club Africain (Tun) v Power
Dynamos (Zam) 1st leg: 1-1

At Conakry

ASM Sangaredi (Gui) v Orlando
Pirates (Rsa) O0-1

Dortmund fine
Ikpeba

COLOGNE, Sept 25: German
Bundesliga outfit Borussia
Dortmund on Friday fined frus-
trated striker Victor lkpeba
9,346 dollars after he accused
the team of trying to ruin his
career by keeping him on the
bench, reports :

The 25-year-old lkpeba
moved to Dortmund from AS
Monaco this season but has had
trouble b into the team.

He was-suwbstituted at halt
time during last week's Bun-
desliga game at Freiburg and
never got a run in the Champi-
ons’ League against Feyenoord
Rotterdam and Boavista Porto.

" am going thrnu%h the
blackest period of my life, they
want to ruin my career in
Dortmund,” Ikpeba com-
plained, pointing out that at
Monaco he was treated like a
mini-god'.

"First they did everything
Ecssible o sign me but now they

ave dropped me like a hot
tato. The other new ggu}rs have
ad a chance to play 90 minu es
when things were tough but not
me," Africa’s 1997 footballer-of
-the-year told German maga-
zine Kicker.

lkpeba has suggested that
unless he gets a regular place in
the side he may look for greener
pastures. So far Fredi Bobic,
Giuseppe Reina and Andreas
Moller have assumed forward
duties with such success that a
change has not been n .

Dortmund, who are enjoy.ng
a good start to the season after
two years of drought, were

uick to respond. First camne

e 10,000 Mark (5,346 dollars)
fine and then president Gerd
Niebaum added a few firm
words.

"It's a matter of course that,
in a team with so many big.
names, statements like this sre

h made by players to prop up their

image.

GLASGOW, Sept
25: Scottish Pre-
mier League lea-
ders Rangers ta-
ckle St Johnstone
at Ibrox on Satur-
day in buoyant mood after
restoring their European repu-
tation in midweek, reports
AFP.

Dick Advocaat's side were
unlucky not to collect all three
points from their Champions'
League clash with Bayern Mu-
nich on Tuesday. conceding a
deflected equaliser in the final
minute of the 1-1 draw.

But the performance overall

was heartening for a team .

which had, not for the first
time, looked out of its depth
against Europe's finest when
they lost their opening game in
Valencia.

Chairman David Murray
said: "Normal service has been
resumed. It was exactly what we
were aiming for and proved
once again that we can compete
with the very best teams in the
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world.

“We have now shown with
our win over Parma, who were
the UEFA Cup winners last sea-
son, and the convincing draw
against Munich who were just a
couple of minutes away from
Ficking up the Champions’ Cup
ast May, that we are equal of
the top European teams.” ’

Last weekend's first Old
Firm derby game at Celtic clash
of the season was called off to
allow Rangers to concentrate on
their European endeavours.

Next Tuesday the Glaswe-

ans travel to PSV Eindhoven
or a game they cannot afford to
lose, so Advocaat may rotate
his squad on Saturday.

St Johnstone, currently
fourth, seven points behind
Rangers, have placed contract
rebels John O'Neil and John
MacQuillan on the transfer list
ahead of next week's UEFA Cup
return against Monaco.

Second-placed Celtic, three
points behind Rangers, visit
Hibernian who find themselves
second bottom after a poor run.

Rangers riding high

Aberdeen bid to score their
first point of the season at
Motherwell.

The Dons have been boosted
by the news that Slovak right-
back Jozef Valachovic is ex-
pected to complete his move to
Pittodrie in time for the match.

'l was pleased with the recep-
tion [ received from the club
and in comparison to other
Slovakian clubs, Aberdeen are
al a much higher level," insisted
the 24-year-old.

Hearts visit third-placed
Dundee United relieved to hear
that manager Jim Jefferies has
agreed to stay on at Tynecastle.

Jefleries spent this week Lti}lr-
ing to clarify his position at the
club following claims he was
almost sacked in March this
year.

"You could not expect me to
be happy at all the public com-
ment on this issue but | am sat-
isfied that 1 have the board's
wholehearted support in takin
this club forward.,"” said Jef-
feries.

Action from Arab Club Cham

Cairo on September 24.

pionship match between Olympic Baji and the Syrian Army in

—AFP photo

10C shake-up nearing end

LONDON, Sept 25:
The International
Olympic Commit-
tee is entering the
final stages of a
reform process
designed to reshape the organi-
sation after its worst crisis, re-
ports AP,

Nearly 10 months after the
IOC became engulfed in a vote-
buying scandal that battered its
image and credibility, a special
panel meets this weekend to re- -
view proposed changes in the
committee's structure, rules and
procedures. |

New rules on age limits, term
limits, member selection and
the Olympic bidding process
will be discussed by the execu-
tive committee of 10OC 2000, a
reforin commission set up in
the wake of the Salt Lake City
bribery affair.

The I0C purged 10 of its

e

members (six were expelled and

four resigned) in connection
with 1.2 million dollars worth
of cash, giits, travel and other
inducements stemming from
Salt Lake City's successful bid
for the 2002 Winter Games.

But the house-cleaning was
seen only as a short-term re-
sponse, with observers and crit-
ics waiting to see whether the
I0OC enacts lasting reforms to
make the organisation more

accountable and less open to
corruption.

The executive's recommen-
dations will be put to the full re-
form commission on October
30-31. They will then be sub-
mitted for a vote by the entire
10C at a special session in Lau-
sanne on December 11-12,

"These will be very impor-
tant changes," 10C president
Juan Antonio Samaranch said
in a recent interview. "It means
we will enter the new millen-
nium with a renovated Interna-
tional Olympic Committee."

The weekend meetings come
af a time when the 10C is facing
fresh scrutiny amid allegations
of vote-buying associated with
Atlanta's winning bid for the
1996 Summer Games.

A report delivered to
Congress this week detailed
how Atlanta bidders lavished
gifts, college scholarships, job
offers and other inducements
on [OC members and their fam-
ilies.

The House commerce sub-
committee on oversight and in-
vestigation will hold hearings
into the bid process next
month. Rep Fred Upton, R-
Mich, said the panel will sub-
poena Samaranch to testify if
he doesn't appear voluntarily,

IOC vice president Dick
Pound said he hopes Congress

. Rising golfer Sergio Garcia of Spain exults during his Ryder
} Cup match on September 24.

—AFP photo

will take into account “"the
massive reform” which the or-
ganisation has embarked upon
in recent months,

'l think we've implemented
much more than the critics ever
expected,” executive board
member Jacques Rogge said.
"We did not act under pressure
from anybody, not the US Sen-
ate, the sponsors or the critics.
We reformed because we thought
we needed reform.”

US Olympic Committee pres-
ident Bill Hybl, a member of the
I0C 2000 %‘é}up, said, "The
changes will be substantive, not
cosmetic, The reforms are sig-
nificant and, if implemented,
will mean a new look encom-
passing the traditional values
of the Olympic movement.”

Based on numerous inter-
views with members of the
panel, here is a look at some of
the key proposals:

* One of the'most sensitive
issues is the age limit. In 1995,
the IOC voted to raise the limit
from 75 to 80 in order to allow
Samaranch to win another
term in office.

The reform working group is
proposing lowering the limit to
70, but apparently only for fu-
ture members. Still unclear is
what age limit will apply to cur-
rent members and how it will be
phased in.

* The panel has recom-
mended instituting term limits
for the first time, with members
facing re-election after eight
years.

* The 10C president would be
limited to a single, eight-year
term. That would be a major
change from the present system,
under which Samaranch has
been in office since 1980 and re-
elected by acclamation three
times. He is scheduled to step
down after completing his
latest term in 2001.

* Traditionally, I0C mem-
bers have been essentially
handpicked by the president.
The reform panel proposes the
creation of a special nominat-
ing committee, which would
screen potential candidates and
put names forward to the execu-
tive board for consideration,

* Fifteen contemporary ath-
letes, elected by their peers,
would be appointed to the [OC. "]
believe this will be the most
important short-term and
lnng-terrn change.” Hybl said.

Also represented on the 10C
would be heads of 15 interna-
tional sports federations and
leaders of 15 national Olympic
committees. They would lose
their IOC membership once
their administrative terms ex-
pired.

* The IOC will have a maxi-
mum of 115 members once all
the new rules are phased in.

* A large majority of I0C del-
egates (70) should be "indepen-
dent members" chosen as indi-
viduals and not elected to repre-
sent constituent bodies.

* On the Olympic site-selec-
tion process, a "bid acceptance
procedure” would be introduced,
requiring cities to meet certain
technical criteria, before being
allowed to mount a bid,



