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reigns

There was little respite for the residents as rain continued yesterday in the city as
elsewhere in the country.

The capital's taxed drainage system miserably failed to cope with the late unslquﬁht
of a rejuvenated monsoon. To make matters worse, the main pump house at Narinda.
which flushes out rainwater in the old city, had a break-down due to a power cable
problem was detected at 7 am and repair job was completed at 3
Wednesday. M A Kader, chief engineer of Storrn Sewer Division of WASA told The
Daily Star yesterday.
localities turned into a veritable Venice sans the
automobiles were stranded here and there while pedestrians worked
stinky water and floating garbage.

So far, the city experienc
Wednesday
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55 mm of rain yesterday ending at 6 pm while on

est this season.
pictures, taken from different areas yesterday and the day before, tells the
whole story.
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Business wants more
from government

Business leaders have ex-
pressed the hope that the gov-
ernment would take the oppor-
tunity of ensuring a hartal-free
and healthy political atmo-
sphere by responding positively
to two basic demands of the
main opposition, reports UNB.

According to them, the two
basic demands are replacing the
Chiel Election Commissioner
by a new one and restructuring
the Election Commission.
Leader of the Opposition and
BNFP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
had hinted that realisation of
these two demands will enable

them to shun hartal in future.
In a joint statement yester-

day. chamber and trade associ-
ation Jeaders said the former
Prime Minister gave the assur-
ance during a meeting with a
delegation of Bangladesh Gar-
ments Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Association (BGMEA)

on September 17.

As part of their anti-hartal
campaign. leaders of DCCI,
FICCI. BCl, MCCI and BGMEA
met on September 19 in the
wake of the Opposition Leader's
dSSUrdance.

The statement said they wel-
come Begum Zia's observation,
which reflects the spirit of all
peace-loving individuals as
well as local and foreign estab-
lishments engaged in trade and
industry to get rid of a con-
frontational political situa-
tion.

"The business leaders in the
meeting hoped that the gov-
ernment will consider the pro-
posal of Opposition Leader with
8 positive attitude to ensure
geac:. discipline and social sta-

ility in the interest of econ-
omy, industrial infrastructure
and export’,

Recalling the announcement
of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina that her party wouldn't
call hartal in future, the busi-
ness leaders said: We hope the
government will consider the
two demands as acceptable to
persuade the opposition to
make a similar announcement
of giving up hartal.

Those who attended the
meeting and issued the state-
ment are HM Rahman, Presi-
dent of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, AKM
Shamsuddin, President of For-
eign Investors Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, AK
Azad, Acting President of
Bangladesh Chamber of Indus-
tries, Mahbub Jamil, President
of Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and
Anisur Rahman Sinha, Presi-
dent of the BGMEA.
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Apology for MIGs

Best bargain, says Russian envoy to Khaleda
By Staff Correspondent

Outgoing Russian Ambass-
ador Evgeny P Ivanoy has said
Russia did not sell its MIG-29
aircraflt to any country at a
Frif:e lower than that charged
rom Bangladesh.

The government of Russia
agreed to a cheaper rate for
Bangladesh as it wants to fur-
ther develop relations with it.

The envoy said this when he
made a farewell call on
Khaleda Zia at her official resi-
dence yesterday.

Khaleda said, "May be the
price is low, but the amount
spent for purchasing the MIG-

29 aircraft is high, considering

the country's necessity’.

Briefing newsmen, the BNP
Chairperson’'s Advisor MM
Rezaul Karim quoted the am-
bassador as saying that pur-
chase of Russian MIG-29 was
first discussed during the rule of
Khaleda Zia.

The former prime minister
said there was some prelimi-
nary discussion on the issue
during her rule, but it was not
finalised.

The people feel that purchase
of such aircraft by spending a
huge amount of forejgn cur-
rency is not required for
B adesh, she added.

aleda Zia wanted to know
from the outgoing envoy about
his government's decision re-
garding a pre-feasibility study
on construction of metro or un-
derground subway in Dhaka to
remove traffic jam.

Her government had made a
request for this through the
then Russian Ambassador, she
said.

The envoy said construction
of metro subway is hffhljr ex-
pensive and suggested forma-
tion of an international con-
sortium for funding such pro-
ject.

After the Central Depository
System (CD8} was virtually
stabbed in the back following
the removal of its chairman in
June this year, the government
has taken a fresh move to re-
vive the much needed deposi-
tory for scripless trading.

The Finance Ministry yes-
terday held a meeting with the
promoters of the Bangladesh
National Securities Depository
Ltd (BNSDL) to discuss the ways
of reviving the CDS,

Knowledgeable sources said
that the government's wish is to

see a non-political person to

head the company.

However, the promoters said
that since the CDS was a private
company there was a process of
electing its president and the

overnment should not inter-
ere in the matter.

They also decided to hold a
meeting early next week to dis-
cuss the issue and select a
chairman,

According to sources, FICCI

By M Shamsur Rahman

President AKM Shamsuddin is
likely to become the new
chairman of the company.

The central depository was
formed on May 11, 1999 with
the participation of banks, in-
surance and listed companies
and the two bourses,

The 11 depository sponsors
in their first meeting named the
proposed CDS as Bangladesh
National Securities Depository
Ltd (BNSDL).

In the first board meeting of
the CDS held on May 11, Amir
Khashru Mahmud Chotwdhury
was unanimously made the
chairman of the company for a
year because of his experience
in the related field. The decision
of the board meeting was also
disclosed at a press conference.

The meeting resoclved that
the CDS would be a non-profit
organisation with an autho-
rised capital of Taka 50 crore.
The paid-up capital of the com-
pany was set at Tk 25 crore di-
vided into 100 shares worth

Bid to heal CDS wounds

Taka 25 lakh each;

Bul in a surprise move on
June 10, some sponsors of the
newly-born CDS removed its
chairman Amir Khashru
Mahmud Chowdhury and put
the Managing Director of
Sonali Ban Mahbubur
Rahman Khan in the chair. The
move came barely within 2
months after the formation of
the CDS5,

It was in the currency for
some time which the govern-
ment did not like. Chowdhury,
a BNP MP, who is to head the
institution, is considered wvital
for revamping the country's
share market. An influential
minister lobbied for his re-
moval and even talked to some
private sector sponsors of the
CDS regarding the matter.

Since the removal of
Chowdhury, the activities of
CDS virtually died down until
the finance ministry finally
felt the need for reviving it.

Tangail-8 dancing to by-poll tune

Kader Siddiqui, rival are campaigning even before announcement of schedule
By Nazmul Ashraf

Two prospective candidates
have already begun electioneer-
ing even before the announce-
ment of schedule of by-elections
to the Tangail-8 Jativa Sangsad
constituency,

The Election Cammission is
likely to hold election to the
constituency in late October,

Rebel Awami League leader
Kader Siddiqui who had va-
cated the Tangail seat and local
leader of the ruling party
Shougat Momen Shahjahan
are now busy seeking votes for
the by-polls:

The Tangail by-election is
considered very crucial both for
the ruling party and its rebel
leader Siddiqui. His close aides
say Siddiqui has taken up the
by-polls as the first step to free
Awami League from “illegal
leadership”.

On the other hand -- the ex-
pulsion of Siddiqui from the
party now only a matter of time
-- AL is also planning to teach
its dissident a good lesson in

the by-polls in his own area,
said a party source,

The EC had meantime dis-
cussed the Tangail by-polls
with some political parties in-
cluding the ruling one and is
expected to announce schedule
of the by-election in Tangail
and Faridpur shortly.

Siddiqui announced his
candidature in the by-election
even before his resignation
from the JS seat while the AL
had reportedly given go-ahead
signal to Shaﬁijahan‘

According to press reports,
both of them are regularly hold-
ing public meetings in the con-
Stituency that comprises
Sakhipur and Bashail thanas
and are unofficially campaign-
ing for the coming voting.

Former MP Kader Siddiqui
virtually launched his unoffi-
cial election campaign soon af-
ter he submitted his resignation
letter to the Speaker on August
29 while his likely rival
Shahjahan; also a former MP.

Joined the pre-election battle
only recently.

In such gatherings, Kader
Siddiqui had asked Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina not to
take part in the by-election
campaign.

“The prime minister will be
greeted with black flags if she
visits the constituency on offi-
cial purpose.” he told one gath-
ering. In another meeting he
threatened: "I'll block the
Bangabandhu Bridge if the
prime minister canvasses in
the by-election.”

Despite repeated attempts in
the past few days. Kader
Siddiqui could not be reached
over phone in Tangail where he
was reportedly busy with public
programmes most of the time.

AL publicity secretary Abdul
Mannan, along with some top
leaders of the laarty's student
chapter -- Bangladesh Chhatra
League -- also attended a public
ralllg‘.r organised for Shahjahan
at Bashail early this week,

Talking to The Daily Star,
Mannan admitted his visit was
aimed at puhlicising
Shahjahan’s candidature an
added that such visits by other
party leaders would follow.

“People voted for AL and its
‘boat’ (election symbol), not for
Kader Siddiqui (in the 1996
election). They will again vote
for the AL nominee.”

The AL leader blamed
Siddiqui for lack of develop-
ment in the Sakhipur-Bashail
constituency over the last three
years during his incumbency.
"It is he and not the government
who is to be blamed for lack of
development in the area. As the
MP. he should have raised the
local problems in the parlia-
ment and had those solved by
the government. But unfortu-
nately, he failed to carry out his
sacred duty.”

Mannan ridiculed Siddiqui
for calling his AL nomination
in the 1996 polls illegal. “If he

See Page 11 Col 6

Ctg BCL dogged by

intra-party feud

From Nurul Alam

- CHITTAGONG, Sept 23:
Organisational structure and
chain of c¢ommand in
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) in Chittagong has col-
lapsed, triggering formation of
many factions. sources in polit-
ital circles said today.

A ‘chaotic’ situation in BCL
units both in the city and sur-
rounding areas forced its ac-
tivists and supporters to be
camped under several factions.
the sources said.

Frequent incidents of gun-
fight and clash among rival fac-
tions of BCL have become a
‘common pehnomenon here,
claiming lives as well as posing

a threat to low and order, they
said.

But according to insiders; no
solution is in the offing as the
Awami League high command
is yet to take any serious step in
this regard although they are
well aware of the situation.

The AL high command ear-
lier urged AL leaders of
Chittagong North and South
units to sort out the intra-party
rivalry in BCL.

But the local AL leaders
could do nuthin% in this regard
as they themselves, includin
two ministers, were divide
over establishing supremacy,
the insiders said.

Moreover, names of most of
the 'ring leaders' of BCL factions
are on the list of police for al-

|See page 11 Col 1 |
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Police inspector charged
with abduction attempt

By Staff Correspondent

The wife of Jalal Ahmed
Shafi whose decomposed body
was recovered from the rooftop
water tank at DB office in the
city has filed a general diary
(GD) with Mohammadpur thana

ainst the main accused in the
Shafi murder case for ‘attempt
to abduct' their son and daugg-
ter and looting of valuables and
documents by his 'hired goons'.

She alleged that goons hired
by suspended DB Inspector
Ziaul Ahsan attempted to
abduct their daughter Poppy,
14, son Arif, 10, and looted pa-
pers relating to the murder case
and some valuables

A gang of four entered their
house at Lalmatia B- block at
about 4 am on Tuesday, opened
the almirah, took Shaﬁ{a pass-
%':rt and documents of the case.

en they tried to abduct Poppy
and Arif, she said in the GD .

As the cried for help, some
local people chased the gang
members but they managed to

nﬂcﬁ .
en contacted, the OC of
Mohammadpur thana said that
a GD was | in this connec-

tion. The motive behind the
‘attack’ could not be known as
none of the accused was ar-
rested as yet.

Four people --Inspector
Ziaul Ahsan, Havilder Billal.
constable Nuruzzaman and
manager of the DB office can-
teen war--were arrested for

alleged involvement in the
murder;

The main accused was re-
leased from Dhaka central jail
after he was granted 14 weeks'

:-11{21~interim bail on September

Praver Timings
September 24
Azan | Jamaat |
Fair 4-30 500
Juma _12-15 1-30
L AST 4-30 4-45
 Maghrib | 605 | 604 |
Esha 7-45 B i
Source: Islamic Foundation

Heroin haul

Interrogation
of arrested
Pakistanis

continues
By Staff Correspondent

The Department of Narcotics
Control [DNC] continued inter-
rogating the three Pakistanis
on the second day of their five-
day police remand.

Ibrahim and Alefzan from
Peshawar and Rais Khan from
KHarachi were arrested with 241
kg of heroin from Hotel
Razmoni Isa Kha in the city on
Monday,

'We are on the right track
and will be able to unearth the
racket soon,” DNC DG Modabbir
Hossain Chowdhury told The
Daily Star vesterday night.

The investigators said some
local influentials may be in-
volved in the matter.

Meanwhile, DNC were
checking the telephone num-
bers the smugglers have been in
contact with and places they
have visited. Two of the three
smugglers — Ibrahim and
Alefzan — came to Bangladesh
by air a week ago while Rais
came on August 16.

Ershad Shikder's

torture camp,
Madina Trading
demolished

KHULNA., Sept 2
Bulldozing the unauthorised es-
tablishments in the domain of
Ershad Shikder continued for
the second day today. reports
UNB.

Dismantling Shikder's
structures at least 600 shanties,
houses and shops at Ghat No 4
and 5, began on Wednesday and
is likely to complete tomorrow,
said a police ofticial.

Today's operation started
with the smashing of Madina
Trading Private Limited owned
by Haji Selim MP of Dhaka
without any hindrance.

Police sources said about 100
illegal houses and shops were
levelled today, including
'Barofkal” that is branded as
Ershad Shikder's torture camp.

"The operation will continue
until the removal of all estab-
lishments from the railway
lands from which Shikder had
collected huge money.” said an
official.

|

Confusion has arisen after
the High Court on Tuesday last
directed “all parities to main-
tain status quo in respect of
lunctioning as chairman and
director of United Commercial
Bank Ltd (UCBL)".

Following the order of the
High Court, both
Aktheruzzaman Chowdhury
Babu and Zaffar Ahmed
Chowdhury in separate press
conferences yesterday claimed
to have been the legal chairman
of the bank.

Babu had called a press con-
ference at the head office of
UCBL at 11:00 but later shifted
it to a local hotel at 12:30 pm.
Zaffar Ahmed Chowdhury
called the press conference at
the same hotel at 6:00 pm.

Babu told his press confer-
ence that by staving the judge-
ment of the District court the
High Court had in fact upheld
the order passed by the Fourth
Assistant Judge which had
called upon Zaffar Ahmed
Chowdhury to refrain from at-

tending office of the chairman
and directors. '

By Staff Correspondent

But Zaffar Ahmed
Chowdhury and others at a sep-
arate press conference said that
Babu's claim did not hold water
as during the course of argu-
ment Zatfars lawyers had in-
formed the High Court that
Zaffar -led group was in the
board of UCBL and the High
Court had directed both the
parties to maintain status quo,

“The direction of the High
Court meant that those in the
board of the UCBL will continue
to remain in the board.” Zaffar
said, ~

Aktheruzzaman Chowdhury
Babu filed a revision petition
with the High Court against an
order of the District and
Sessions judge which had
stayed an ad-interim injunc-
tion passed by a sub-ordinate
court -- The Fourth Assistant
Judge -- on Thursday last.

e Fourth Assistant Judge
had passed the order after Babu
and four others sought an in-
junction to restrain Zaffar
Chowdhury and four others
from continuing the office of
chairman and directors.

More controversy at UCBL

Two days later, a higher
court stayed the ad-interim in-
junction following a prayer
from Zaffar Ahmed Chowdhury
and others.

Babu then went to the Hiﬁh
Court seeking revision of the
District Court's order. The High
Court after hearing both sides
fixed October 3, 1999 as the next
date for hearing and stayed the
order passed by the District
Court. The court also directed
the parties to maintain status

quo. ;
At the press conference Babu
accused Zaffar Ahmed

Chowdhury and others of con-
tinuing the office of chairman
and directors in defiance of the
High Court order.

Babu alleged that he was the
legally elected chairman of the
U%HL and none of the court’s
orders had declared his election
on August 26 as illegal.

He also said that he had tried
to hold the press conference at
the UCBL head office but re-
frained from deing so. as he did
not feel secure.

See page 11 Col 4
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By-election in
Faridpur-4 seat
October 27

By-election in the Faridpur-
4 seat of Jatiya Sangsad will be
held on October 27, the Election
Commission announced yes-
terday, reports UNB.

The seat fell vacant follow-
ing the death of ruling Awami
League MP Advocate M
Mosharraf Hossain.

According to the EC gazette
notification. the last date for
submitting nomination papers
to the Returning Officer or
Assistant Returning Officer is
October 3 and scrutiny will take

lace on October 4. The last date
or withdrawing candidature is
October 10.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Faridpur has been appointed
Returning Officer while TNOs of
Char Bhadrason and Sadarpur
will be Assistant Returning
Officers for their respective
area.

The Election Commission
urged all concerned to extend
allout cooperation in holdin
the bypoll in a “free, fair an
impartial manner.”

Biman ATP
averts disaster

in Chittagong
By Special Correspondent

A Bangladesh Biman Ad-
vanced Turboprop (ATP) had
trouble landing at Chittagong
yesterday with a damaged tyre
on its front landing gear. Sheer
skill of its commander Captain
Zakir averted a major accident,
Biman sources said last night.

They said the pilot sensed
something was wrong in one of
his front wheels after taking off
from Dhaka with full load of

asserngers on board, including

tate Minister for Shipping Mo-
fazzal Hossain Choudhury
Mava,

He sought emergency landing
permission but managed a
regulation landing with the
dame:&ed tyre, manoeuvring the
aircraft to a halt in the middle
of the runway and unloaded
the passengers there, The air-
craft later left for Cox'sbazar
after replacing the tyre. No one
was hurt, the sources said,

lier

Corruption case

Hearing of charges
against Khaleda
November 1

By Court Correspondent

The Dhaka Divisional Spe-
cial Court yesterday fixed
November 1 for hearing of
charges in a corruption case

against opposition leader
aleda Zia.
Anti Corruption Bureau

(ACB) filed the case with Ramna
thana in January, 1997.

The former prime minister
and her the then PS Shabhi-
huddin Ahmed were accused of
misappropriating Tk 63 lakh
for decorating and renovating
her Dhaka Cantonment resi-
dence.

The judge, Fazlul Karim, yes-
terday also accepted a 'split up
petition,' filed by the prosecu-
tion on the previous occasion.

Since the court accepted the
petition, the proceedings of the
case will now consider how

much of the Tk 63 lakh was al-

legedly embezzled per year dur-
ing the five-year rule Khaleda.

She did not appear before the
courl yesterday as she was ear-
owed to be represented by
her lawyer in the hearings.




