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S we inch closer to the
year 2000, our global
future seems increasingly
difficult to decipher Can
humanity survive the twenty-
first r::e:nturg? "We can't predict
the future, but we can prepare
for it." llya Prigogine once
observed. However, are we ready
for the twenty-first century? It
is because we have our doubts
about this that we decided to
provide  the international
community with an instrument
of observation: a future-
oriented world report entitled
The World Ahead: Our Future in
the Making. Our idea was to
attempt to answer a few simple
questions. For example, are we
really threatened by  a
demographic time bomb? Will
there be enough to eat for every-
one? Will it be possible to eradi-
cate poverty? Are we heading
for widespread urban and social
apartheid, which would rele-
gate democracy to the museum
of histo Will women find
their rightful place? Will future
societies succumb to
Other issues include: how to
fight against global warming
and desertification? Will wars
be waged for water? Will we suc-
ceed in harnessing solar and
renewable energy sources 7 Will
new technologies create a
widening gap between rich and
poor? Or will they perhaps en-
able distance learning to de-
velop? Will 50 or even 90 per
cent of languages become ex-
tinct by the end of the twenty-
first century? Will there be an
_African miracle? How are we to

21st Century: A Better World or a ''Brave New World''?

switch from a culture of vio-
lence (o a culture of peace? Will
the twenty-first century have a
human aspect or the more grim
altire of a "brave new wurk%"?"

At the dawn of the twenty- -

first century, four unprece-
dented challenges await us. The
first is peace. The Cold War is
over but the present peace re-
mains "hot". Since the collapse
of the Berlin Wall, some 30
wars, mostly intra-State, have
continued to ravage vast areas
of the globe, The illusions of
erpetual peace and the end of
istory have vanished.

Second challenge: will the
twenty-first century be syn-
onymous with growing, glaring
inequality? Will an unparal-
leled degree of poverty be
reached, whose victims will
live alongside unprecedented
wealth, separated from it by the
reinforced glass panes of social
and urban apartheid? As the
new century dawns, more than
three billion people — i.e. more
than half of humanity — live in
;lzgverty. on less than $2 a day.

e share of the income of the
wealthiest 20 per cenl compared
to that of the poorest 20 per cent
of humanity has risen from 30
tolin 1960 to 61 to 1 in 1991
and to 81 to 1 in 1995. The 'One
fifth' society is thus perpetu-
ated.

Third major challenge: sus-
tainable development.
According to a Canadian study,
three planets Earth would be
necess for the whole of the
world population to reach
North American consumption

by Federico Mayor and Jerome Binde

Bringing the benefits of globalisation to everyone was the objective of a recent G8-summit. This
commitment must be made precisely and concretely, by using the dividends of peace to abolish the
debt of the largest number of heavily indebted States from the year 2000 onwards, in order to enable

| Africa and other areas of the world, to make a new start.

levels. Is it not likely that our
d'evelopment models, based on
tlre unbridled use of non-re-
newable resources. will irre-
m ediably compromise the de-
vé'lopment of future genera-
titvons? Has the time not come to
di'aw a line? Hurnanity now
kr .ows that it is mortal as it has
the technical capaeity to de-
st1'oy itself. Who then will teach
us to "master mastery?”

Fourth challenge: the
"dr'unken boat" syndrome. As a
resiult of globalisation, most
prablems no longer siop at bor-
der' posts. Nor do radioactive
clouds. These problems now
call for worldwide solutions. As
wise seamen say: "there is no
good wind for one who has no
cou rse.” No more than for the
helmsman who has broken his
tille:r. Do we have a long-term
g]an? We may well ask. Man

tates appear to have mislai

their maps, piloting equipment
ancl even the will to set them-
sel'ves goals. Has history fallen
into the hands of "anonymous
ma.sters?” F

Rising to the four challenges
referred to above will be the ma-
jor' task fac the twenty-first
century. As Einstein said, "in
moments of crisis. only imagi-

nation is more valuable than
knowledge.” That is why we
must rebuild a planetary soci-
ety if we wish to humanise
globalisation and give it a real
meaning. Four contracts should
form the pillars of a new inter-
national democracy.

First of all, we must con-
clude a new social+ contract.
Priority must be given to re-
building a sharing society
through the eradication of
poverty, in line with the com-
mitment made by governments
at the Copenhagen Summit on
Social Development. We must
harness the third industrial
revolution and redistribute the
dividends of globalisation in
order to end the "one fifth" soci-
ety. -
The second contract is the
natural contract, founded on an
alliance between science, devel-
opment and environmental
preservation. In addition tec a
social contract, negotiated he-
tween contemporaries. we must
conclude a natural contract of
sustainable development and
co-development with the Earth.
Science must be freed from its
Promethean complex of domi-
nating nature.

The third contract : the cul-

tural contract. Lifelong educa-
tion for all will be one of its ba-
sic tenets. This objective should
be a top priority for govern-
ments, but also for society as a
whole: each citizen, like
Socrates, should never stop
learning and learning to learn.
Nevertheless, this will not solve
all our problems. to rebuild ed-
ucation as a citizen's project
and a democratic issue, making
indispensable resources avail-
able will not be sufficient. The
already rampant school and
university apartheid will also
have to be reversed. In the ab-
sence of any firm. long-term po-
litical will, the rinciple of
lifelong education for all could
easily be split up between a se-
lect minority with access to the
"paradise of knowledge." the
"damned souls," doomed to new
educational ghettos and the in-
termediate masses, stranded in
ineffective purgatories.

The revolution brought
about by new technologies con-
stitutes a fundamental chal-
lenge but also a decisive tool at
the heart of the cultural con-
tract. We need to convert the
information society into a
knowledge society, in places
where telephones are still a

luxury. By the year 2020, will
distance learning turn educa-
tional institutions into virtual
worlds? Will electronic educa-
tion include the excluded and
reach the “"untouchable” of
knowledge? Will we be wise
enough to draw up a cultural
contract encouraging plurality
and conviviality rather than
promoting cultural confor-
mity? Can we introduce a cul-
tural dimension into develop-
ment, firmly reestablishing the
human being as its principle?
The fourth contract: the eth-
ical contract which must rein-
vest the human experience with
meanin and perspective.
Firstly, how can we encourage
the growth of a culture of peace
and of intelligent development,
which, instead of crushing hu-
man beings, would be synony-
mous with growth based on
knowledge and on the network-
ing of knowledge and of compe-
tence? How can we give democ-
racy a firmer hold in time and
in space, by promoting this. an-
ticipatory and forward-lookin
concept of citizenship? Face
with the pgrowth of the global
market economy, will it be nec-

essary Lo invent, one day. a
democracy without borders in

either space or time ? A new cul-
ture of democracy must be fash-
ioned, which, beyond the con-
tradictions of assimilation and
of identity splits, of the State
and the market, rediscovers the
very basis of democracy: the
rinciple of association. a
ounding concept for both
Rousseau and Tooqueville.

But this new ethical contract
cannot be concluded without
sharing. Bringing the benefits
of globalisation to everyone
was the objective of a recent G8-
summil. This commitment
must be made precisely and
concretely, by using the divi-
dends of peace to abolish the
debt of the largest number of
heavily indebted States from
the year 2000 onwards, in order
to enable Africa and other areas
of the world, to make a new
start,

The third aspect of this new
contract for peace and global

overnment is the ethics of the
uture. How can we reinstate the
long term and free ourselves
from the hegemony of the short
term? How can we strengthen
our ability to anticipate and
foresee? In the words of a Greek
historian, "a political leader
must not only have clean
hands, he must also have clear
eyes”. How can we introduce
into our children's education
and that of future leaders, an
ethics of the future conceived as
an ethics of the present for the
future?

We have solutions to the
problems of the twenty-first
century and we know how to

— =

implement them, provided that
political will is exercised. Will
the cost be too high? We think
not. Let us remember that
global military spending
amounts to $700 to $S800 billion
per annum, and considerable
saﬂnﬁs could be made by reduc-
ing this unproductive expendi-
ture, by improving the produc-
tivity of the public services, by
abolishing a number of inei-
fective subsidies and by fighting
positively against corruption.
Let us remember that the United
Nationg estimates at only $40
billion per annum the cost of
achieving and maintaining
universal access to basic educa-
tion, to adequate nutrition. to
drinking water and to elemen-
tary sanitary infrastructures,
as well as to gynaecological and
obstetric care for women. This
sum represents less than 4 per
cent of the total wealth of the
world’s 225 largest fortunes. On
the one hand, 340 billion are
denied needy countries, on the
other hand, $700 to $800 bil-
lion are spent each year on de-
fence. Are there two sets of
rules? Is the price of peace, de-
velopment and democracy too
high? "Expect nothing from the
twenty-first century.” said
Gabriel Garcia Marquez. "It is
the twenty-first century which
expects everything from you.”"

Federico Mayor is Director-
General of UNESCO and Jerome
Binde, Director of UNESCO's
Analysis and Forecasting
Office.

~ Post-communist Polls: Free but Not
Necessarily Fair

When Kazakstan's 8.6 million voters elected their first multi-party Senate on 17 Septein-
ber, they set the stage for a string of polls in the Central Asian republics. But although
communist party domination has gone, genuine political pluralism is not yet firmly estab-
lished, writes Dilip Hiro of Gemini News Service. -

LTHOUGH impendin
elections suggest Centr
sia's post-communist
overnments are committed to
emocracy, a key element is
missing: the polls may be free,
lfgut they are not necessarily
alr

Less than a decade ago,
Kazakstan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan and Uzbekistan were
an integral part of a highl
centralised Soviet Union, wit
the Communist Party firmly in
char%e. Electors simply voted
for a list of candidates provided
by party bureaucrats, and par-
liaments were rubber stamps.

The communist system has
gone, but the Soviet-era leaders
remain. Today's Central Asian
leaders are the same ones who
held office when the Soviet
Union collapsed. The exception
is Taljikistan. whose commu-
nist leader, Rahman Nabiyev,
died in 1994,

Having risen to the top under

the Soviet system. it is hard for
them to fully shed their author-
itarian ways and accept a credi-
ble opposition as an indispens-
able part of the political pro-
cess. .
They pay lip-service to the
virtues of multi-party democ-
racy to Ernpitialt the United
States, the world's sole super-
power, the Organisation for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE), to which their
countries belong, and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.
which shores up their fragile
economies.

Admittedly the demands
made on leadership skills dur-
ing the communist-era admin-
istration were nothing com-
pared to the challenges pre-
sented in the past—indﬂpcnd%nce
period.

They had to accomplish the
unprecedented task of simulta-
neously switching from cen-
tralised to market economies,
creating democratic political
institutions and forging new
national identities, while
maintaining social stability

Central Asia goes to the polls

ELECTIONS
17 September

KAZAKSTAN
Pop: 16.6m
TAJIKISTAN
Pop: 5.8m
TURKMENISTAN
Pop: 4.5m

6 November

12 December

UZBEKISTAN

Pop: 22.8m mid-December
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ethnic tensions.

The disappearance of an all-
encompassing state ideology
created a dangerous vacuum.
The absence of a history both of
democracy and of capitalism
made the region susceptible to
ethnic nationalism or Islamic
fundamentalism.

These ideologies are desta-
bilising because they appeal ex-
clusively to particular sections
of the population rather than to
people as a whole. Yet every
Central Asian state is multi-
ethnic.

In Kazakstan, for example,
ethnic Russians and other Eu-
ropeans outnumbered ethnic
Kazaks and other central
Asians at the time of indepen-
dence,

Ethnic rivalries in the re-
glon were suppressed during the
Soviet era, but not eliminated.

50 the collapse of commumism
opened the door to pent-up ten-
sions, capable of escalating into
wide-scale violence or of ex-
ploitation by demagogic politi-
cians. '

The dangers are real. After
the 1991 vote in Tajikistan, in
which the opposition won a
third of the vote, the country
slid into a five-year civil war
between communists and an al-
liance of Islamists and
cdlemocrats. The death ioll was
60,000,

Central Asian leaders argued
that the priority was to build
the nation and the state, leav-
ing the task of building a multi-
party democracy for later.

President Saparmurad
Niyazov of Turkmenistan was
the most ardent advocate of this
line. It is no coincidence that
while Turkmenistan has been

the most stable of the new
states, its democratic progress
has been minimal.

Progress has also been nig-

ardly in Uzbekistan, where
resident Islam Karimov has
refused to allow opposition
groups to function fre&gr.

In Kazakstan, President Sul-
tan Nazarbayev used the in-
trar:tabili&y of his country's
ethnic and economic problems

as a rationale for concentrating

power in his hands, clinging to
office by fair means and nuﬁ
He passed laws heavily
weighted against the opposi-
tion, and found a way of extend-
ing his tenure without the
bother of an election. He held a
referendum on private property.
the character of state . the
official language +~ and the
postponement of the presiden-
tial poll to 2000. When voters
endorsed the multi-point man-
date, Nazarbayev was secure for
five more years. (President Ka-
rimov of Uzbekistan used a
similar device to extend his
tenure from 1995 to 2000.)

Last January, Nazarbayev's
government provided voters
with a multiple choice in the
Hresldential election for the
rst time. But he disqualified
the leading opposition figure,
former rime minister
Akezhan Kazhegeldin. The
OSCE protested in vain.
This time around, the OSCE
sends observers 1o the Senale
election. However, OSCE team

leader Linda Edgeworth of the
United States had warned that
‘the deployiment of the election
observation mission does not
add legitimacy to the election
process, nor does it imply en-
dorsement of the legal frame-
work, administrative practices
m; 'thzf tlillﬂlitical environment in
whic e election is being con-
ducted.” .

In short, despite the string of
elections, there is still a long
way to go belore the OCSE can
declare that democracy has
struck roots in the Central
Asian republics.

ngainst a background of rising
HE Soviet brand of com-
munism was supposed to

TbE the best form of

overnance for mankind —
inting that the Creator (of the
Universe)] did not bother
Himsell too much. It lasted two
enerations, and more. Then it
ailed — it collapsed — after 70
vears. Why it took so long to
carn the lesson? It is worth
andering when failures come
ate. Perhaps early warning
signals . are more divinely
merciful,

In Turkey, a massive earth-
quake was followed by stored
oil tanks catching fire’ adding
lo the misery. Natural calami-
ties strike with a-suddenness
whose clarity and reality are
benumbing. The atom bombs on
Japan finished the five years'
war in a week. Within two gen-
erations Japan was com eting
in the global market Wigl the
Western powers. Now Japan is
suffering from recession. said
to be a punishment for the past
operation in the Korean penin-
sula. Fc?le come before busi-
ness; and there is no business
without people.

Thailand paid the price for

lime Takes its Toll

by AMM Aabad

loose handlinf{ all through the
years — on all fronts. S Korea's
rise was as dramatic as its cur-
rent financial collapse. Some
analysts think that Seoul
started with a copy of the ‘five-
year plan’ drafted by Pakistan
E}the IHEUS}]H wor for the
reans, but broke up the trun-
cated Pakistan. P - o

Nature will always have the
last laugh, bet or no bet. how-
ever calculating the human
;S:Ianning._ With due credit to

hakespeare, the Jew of Nature
always had his pound of flesh,
in compressed or expanded time
(as recorded in moral history),
Hitler almost got away with it.
but the English Channel (2]
miles) intervened. Bosnia was
paid for in Kosovo (how far. re-
mains to be seen).

Man is a social animal. Seg-
regate him, and the social ten-
sion rises. Kargil is another
peak peeking into cosmology.

The Mughals ruled South Asia
peacefully for half a millen-
nium: followed by 200 years of
the Sahibs’ rule. But self-gov-
ernment is too hot to handle,
even today, in the three coun-
iries since the Partition in
1947. Philippines had to pay for
the weaknesses of Subic Bay.
Now the meditation cult in
China is said to have more
members than listed in the
communist party,

The moon has been bam-
barded with metal garbage to
find evidence of moisture. The
scientists are waiting to see
what happens on May 5, 2000,
when five planets align in a
configuration never recorded
before, and the super-computers
are feeling jittery.

Nearer home, one agency has
linked the slow arsenic poison-
ing with the construction of the
Farakka barrage. This arsenic
plague is said to be threatening

“to become humanity's. largest

epidemic. There is no R&D,
therefore so far no cure. The
implications are staggering.
What will happen to the mil-
lions of future generations?

Mammon and materialism
have displaced the moral mores
ol more societies than one.
Power lies in not using it, ac-
cording to classical wisdom.
The modern corollary is to use
power in short, sharp bursts.
Oil may be slippery. but it also
lubricates more than machin-
ery. The pursuit of quick mate-
rial assets hﬁnﬁs in corruption
and terrorism, disintegrates the
society, and keeps discipline at
bay. Thus is born the virus of
self-destruction, after the les-
son had been learnt. Therefore
patience is called in to bear the

- suffering of the cleansing of the

society. The charge for this
laundry service is high — the
creditor becomes the debtor.

The transition period during
the millennium will try men's
minds, and bare the souls.
There is nothing there — in ad-
dition. The millennium will
take its toll.

-

EWSPAPERS in
Bangladesh perhaps had
a field day with the
government'’s recently
announced statistics on nati-
on’s literacy rate. These num-
bers were coming out on the eve
of International Literacy Day,
which was celebrated on Sep-
tember 8 in full galore. On this
day, developing nations
comnpare their literacy rate with
one another and they assess
how far they have to go to
achieve the coveted goal of one
hundred percent literacy that
had already been achieved by
most developed nation.

On September 10, one lead-

ing newspaper in its mentioned
that according to government
figure the nation's literacy rate
is as high as 58 per cent. At the
present rate of 5 per cent in-
crease per year, it will take an-
other 11 year to achieve a one
hundred percent literacy. As we
move forward, it will be an ar-
duous task to maintain a 5 per
cenl increase year-in-year-out.
More resources will be needed to
Keep the momentum going. It is
another matter altogether, whe-
ther' the government and the
NGOs ‘tnvolved in illiteracy
eradication programme will
pour additional resources to
materialize the dream. None-
theless, it is going to be an up
the hill battle through and
through.
The figures I have guoted
above are all from Bangladesh’'s
overnment source. We have
the slightest clue as to the qual-
ity and trustworthiness of the
data that is being reported to
the press. There is a valid rea-
son to be concerned since ac-
cording to ASIAWEEK Bang-
ladesh’s literacy rate is about
38 per cent. This 20 per cent
discrepancy is too big of a
number to be reconciled. Could
this figure be inflated by any
chance? The other concern
here is — why is the non-gov-
ernmental figure so low? Are
we dealinﬁ with two sets of
standards by which one can de-
fine who is literate or not liter-
ate?
I hope a high official from

by Dr. A.H. Jaffor Ullah

“Qne of the chief objects of education should be to
widen the windows through which we view the
world.” — Arnold Glasgow |

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
who is knowledgeable in this
matter can shed light on it and

explain all these discrepancies.

It would not be a bad idea either
to let everyone know the stan-
dard by which a person becomes
literate in Bangladesh.

When we up in the six-
ties we heard that to qualify as
a literate person one has to
know how to sign his or her
name. That is it! 1 hope this
stringent requirement had
changed for the better. It won't
be a monumental task to teach
someone to sign. say, in an
hour. Thus, theoretically illit-
eracy can be removed with days,
if not hours, May be the stan-
dard test for literacy had in-
cluded the test to see if a person
can read simple signs written in
the vérnacular language and if
the person can write simple
sentences to express his or her
thoughts,

In developed &ountries,
though, the requirement for be-
ing a literate person could be
higher. In the 1980s in U.K.
about 2 million illiterates were
reported in the government fig-
ure. That translated to be about
3.5 per cent. (Source: Cam-
bridge Encyclopedia, Year
1992]. For the same period, the
USA was thought to have 10-20
per cent illiterate people. If this
number means anything then
Bangladesh should not feel
awkwardly about the present
figure of 58 per cent literacy
rate in the country. [n addition,
it is not a realistic goal to
achieve a one hundred percent
literacy rate within the next
decade or so. 1 would like to
quote one additional statistics
here to make a point that illit-
eracy among adults is still high
by world standard. Among one-
third of world’s six billion peo-

ple, who are probably adult,
about 900 million people are il-
literate. That would translate
to about 45 per cent of the adult
population in the world who are
llliterate. Isn't that a grim
statistic.

In the 1940s, the world body
had defined a new term called
functional literacy. This they
have done to identify minimal
levels of reading/writing effi-
ciency in a given society. The
standard was thus set to see how
many could read the road signs,
shop labels, and newspapers,
and write one's name. [ am
hoping Bangladesh is using this
absolute minimum to define a
person a literate. In the West,
though, the standard is set even
higher. A person in Europe and
America, for example, has to
read dand answer questions to
obtain drivitig license.” 'The
reading comprehension level is
exceedingly high to answer
some hypothetical questions as
they relate to driving in both
%}i;hanhand suburban %ﬂcatjmls.

€ phrase "computer literacy™
usedptn pop up here and mer? in
the late 1980s. However, it is
now assumed that school grad-
uates do know the computer
JEII%'DIIS.

Please don't get me wrong for
bringing up the term “Computer
Literacy™ in this write-up. 1
mentioned it here to make a
Eutnl that each country will

ave their standard jacked up
to suit their need. May be in
Bangladesh we are long way
from there. But why not raise
the level of standard to count
someone as literate? Perhaps a
person in Bangladesh has to
attain a primary level educa-
tion to qualify as a literate per-
son. The term “functional lit-
eracy” is too low of a standard
for now. Time has changed and

State of Literacy — a Debatable Issue?

so should be the standard. If
Bangladesh still follows the old
standard, then when the coun-
iry reaches 80 per cent literacy
rate a complacency will set in
knowing that the country has
achieved its coveted goal. A lot
more is desired in the field of
education and we should set the
standard a notch higher now.

A vigorous debate should en-
sue -- now that the government
has released the figure for liter-
acy rate in the wee hours of this
new millennium. The govern-
ment never sponsors any public
debate in Bangladesh. At least
this writer is not aware of any
such exercise in the past or pre-
sent. The civil society, how-
ever, can stage their own public
}:m]lc}r debate on various issues,
ike the one on literacy issue,
through the pages of national
newspapers. The quicker we do
it the better off it will be for the
nation to reap the benefit in not
so distant future. It is hoped
that the call for a debate and
discussion on this issue will go
unnoticed.

The Administration should
not be glowing for the, en-
comjum that they are about to
receive for the job well done in
this front. The country could
excel in education even more
provided the politicians would
stop those inane hartals, march
to nowhere and a host of other
devious techniques to slowdown
the ess of the nation. Once
we could institute the principle
of democracy and fairplay in
Bangladesh society, "the
common people will show a
resiliency the nation had not
experienced before. Sog, de-
nounce vociferously the age old
tactics of politicians and take
control of the civil society so
that the long march towards
prosperily can continue un-
abated. Literacy should be the
cherished goals for those who
do not have one; it surely would

open new vistas because it
;l_.rfguld be a beacon for a better
ife.

The writer is a senior scien:
tist, He writes from New Or-
leans.

B i S e P Uy

Removing the

EEMINGLY a noble pro-

gramme of educating unlet-

tered people is being car-
riedd oul in almost all the dis-
tricls of the country. The objec-
tive of this maﬁsrﬁteracy pro-
gramme is to remove the curse
ol illiteracy wilthin the shortest
possible time. Unlellered people
aged belween 11 and 45 years
have been brought under the
programuie to impart miniimum
wriling, reading and arithmetic
skills.

The offlicials of the Direc:
torale of Non-lormal Education
Primary and Mass Educalion
Division have been supervising
the prograimme. In some places
Biangladesh Masjid Mission has
been providing informal educa-
tion to the adulls. Yel in some
pliaces the political parties, in-
stitulions, governmen! and
ot goveninent ollices have
reportedly gol united (o make
steh programme i success,

According lo reporls in
Rangpur Sadar Upewi{ﬂ. such a
mass literacy programme titled
‘Dipannita” has been was
launched on September 1. There
are 130,000 illiterate people in
Lhe upazila out of a population
ol 495,000. A total ol 4,333 cen-
tres have been set up to run the
Prngramme which is expected to
w completed in nine months.

In Brahmanbaria a mass lit-
eracy programme styled

by Z A M Khairuzzaman

A class in progress under TLM

“Prodipta Brahnfanbaria” has
been inaugurated recently. In
Moulvibazar, a body litled "Na-
bodiganla Moulvibazar Com-
mitllee” has been lormed for the
|mr;]1t1:-i{'.. The districl unit chiels

ol all parties, institulions, gov-
erinment and non-government
oflices have bheen mmade mem-
hers of 1the commiliee. Sub-

-muutljillm'b woltld  also LH:
ormed at thana. union an

ward level in phases.

In the first phase of the pro-
gramme, 10-15 education cen-
tres for.elderly people will be

g - E : L
st - F R e e
F }

programme in Moulvibazar.

opened at thana orwpourasabha
tevel where 80 people will be
imparted education. The num-
ber of education centres will be
increased gradually. At the cen-
tres. the students will be given
lessons two hours daily six days
a week for six months.

In Haljilg_';lauj. the local unit of
Bangladesh Masjid Mission has
provided informal education to
1.350 adults of Baraichhari
union in Baniachang thana.
The Mission started its pro-
gramine a year ago by setting up

Curse of Illiteracy

45 centres in the union to pro-
vide reading. writing and sim-
ple arithmetic skills within a
year. The learners were
awarded certificatles by the
niission recently in a simple
ceremony held at Abul Khair
High School.

Thanks to Lhe organisers of
such noble gesture, many hith-
erto unfortunate people seem 1o
be removing the curse of illiter-
acy [rom their firmament by
participating in such pro-
gramnmes.

Meanwhile, the apparent.
success ol Total Literacy
Movement (TLM)] programme
has already created a sense of
renewed hope anionyg the gov-
ernment functionaries and the
people as well.- Thus TLM pro-
grammes are on a track ol ex-
panding day by day.

The local administrations
are entrusted with specific du-
ties and responsibilities regard-
ing TLM programme implemen-
tation. Directorate of Non-
Formal Education [DNFE) pro-
vides logistics and technical
support to the local administra-
lions.

Although the programme is
voluntary in nature, there are
provisions for awards or hono-
rarium for teachers and super-
visors based on their perfor-
mance after completion of the
programime.

"TOM & JERRY
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James Bond

AN THE EARLY DARKNESS
FOLLOWING M’S KIDNAPPING
~ 4 MOTORIST SUDDENLY
BRAKES WIS CAR T0 &
oed SCREECKING HALT |
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