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Unfriendly Acts at the Border

are continuously having to update the number of border inci-
dents with India gﬂd tha% of deaths caused by them. The latest
spurt is an unpleasant development triggered by the BSF that Gov-
ernment of India ought to put its feet down on in deference to histori-
cally the best patch of relations the two countries have beeq otherwise
going through ever since the AL government came to power in 1996,
In the latest incident on Tuesday night, the 26th one since Janu-
ary this year, the Indian Border Security Force killed two BDR person-
nel and abducted another twoat Sibganj border in Chapainawabgan;

district. According to the standard practice, Indian High
ladesh Deb Mukharjee was summoned to the Bangladesh .
Mohiuddin Ahmed to

er to Ba
foreign office by the acting Foreign Secret:
lod
ca

say nothing of past records,

The latest sequence of incursion, killing, abduction and attempted
making good on the excesses committed is a study in arrogance. A

BDR patrol party on duty along the river Pagla ha'.rinag
he Indi

laden with copper and brass and headed for t

Bangladesh side.

Despite the flag meetings and the Sector Commanders’ meetings

galore during the last 24 years since the signing of the 1974 Land
skirmishes have

Boundary Agreement, border incursions an
occurred at regular intervals.

Between neighbouring countries with long inter-state borders,
localised tiffs arising out of small causes cannot be entirely ruled out,
but what gives a negative vibe altogether is the fierce physical involve-
ment of border security forces in such matters which normally should
have merited a positive attitude of trouble-shooting by mutually per-

suasive methods.

Ina previous editorial comment on the subject we have said that
the root cause of the border problems lay in our continuing failure to
delimit our territories in terms of the Land Boundary Agreement
signed a quarter of a century ago. Hﬂé)emlly the next government in

to this hugely important unfin-

ished aﬁenda for enduringly positive bilateral relations. ‘

e meanwhile, we urge the Indian central government and
the top-brass of the Indian border security force to work out a
mechanism whereby the currently manifest trigger-happy
. provocative reflexes of the BSF can be held in check. If border
incidents reminiscent of the ones that had taken place when
relationship between the two countries had touched a nadir
unfortunate commen-
sagacity of polit-
ical leadership in India. Indian External Affairs Ministry's
spokesman Ramendra Jashpal when queried on the spurt in border
incidents with' Bangladesh said the other day in New
was sanguine about the - bilateral relationship being on such strong
foundations that ‘it could niot be affected by the recent happenings at !_
that relationship

India, which is on the avail, will atten

Int

should recur now then it would be a very
tary on the skill of the border sentinels and the

L}

the border. True, but sustenance and furtheérance of

calls for avoidance of the border skirmishes as well.

Commission-

e a protest with. Only four days back, the Indian HC had been
l%a:d by our foreign office for a similar purpose after two
Bangladeshi civilians had been killed by the BSF at Pirganj border in
Thakurgaon district on the 16th of this month. Altogether in less than
nine months' time 18 Bangladeshi citizens, including the BDR person-
nel died and around 40 military and civilian people were injured, to

an territory, a
BSF contingent came on the scene aboard another boat and tried to
snatch the suspected craft away. Thereupon the BDR men resisted
and the BSF opened fire on them killing the two and spiriting away
with another two BDR personnel. The BDR Battalion Commander’s
request for an immediate flag meeting with his BSF counterpart which
sounded extremely compelling under those circumstances was not
promptly heeded baring thereby the protents of miscommunication
when communication was most needed. A belated flag meeting
between the Cornmanders on both sides, however, led up to the return
of the dead bodies, abducted BDR jawans and the injured ones to the

the ruling Awami League and

the opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party are seem-
ingly enga%ad in a systematic
violation of the human rights
of the citizens. The only differ-
ence lies in the extent. -

The ruling party, by dint of
administrative control over
law enforcing agencies, seems
oblivious of its constitutional
obligations to uphold

‘fundamental human rights

and [reedoms and respect for
the dignity and worth of the
human person’. Also, it appears
indifferent to citizens’ constitu-
tional right to ‘assemble and
participate in public meetings
and processions peacefully...’

Even worse, while carrying
out government orders to re-

ress political rivals, the police
ﬁave regularly subjected people
to torture and degrading treat-
ment in direct violation of the
country’'s Constitution and the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

At the other end, although a
victim of such government
atrocity, BNP and its allies are
no better - especially when it
comes to punishing those op-
posing their views. Outside
iner, they do not have the po-
ice, but they have arrogant ac-
tivists to take care of those re-
fusing to go by their agitation
programmes, especially har-
tals.

Recently, the alliance led by
the BNP enforced a country-
wide 60-hour shut-down in
protest against police atrocity
against the opposition.

On September 12, the opposi-
lion parties staged a sit-in
around the secretariat, the seat
of the government. The gov-
ernment, as usual, banned pub-
lic meetings and processions in
the areas while the police put up
barricade at different points to
make sure that the opposition
activists could not enter
restricted areas’. The opposi-
tioi1 parties decided to hold ral-
lies outside the barricade. But
BNP chief and leader of the op-

. position in parliament Khaleda
Zia could not finish her speech
at the rally as some still-
unidentified culprits exploded
bombs and fired shots at the
venue. The incident resulted in
a two-hour pitched battle be-
tween the police and the oppo-
sition activists, leaving some
100 hundred people injured and
more than one hundred ar-

-rested. Hit hard and humiliated
as well, the opposition de-
manded resignation of the
Home Minister who looks after
the law enforcement agencies.

The government response
was bitter. e

Field level visits as well as
newspaper reports showed that
police imposed a reign of terror
on the opposition activists on
September 13, the first day of
the hartal. September 14 issues

«0f Dhaka dailies liad to ran
{ head liries like the one The
Daily Star did Police excesses
mark  hartal in capital;

IN a frenzied power struggle,

a boat,

and
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Friday ﬁnailbox

s s —a =

African sleeping sickness.

In Bangladesh?

Sir, The Daily Star report on September
21,1999 on finding rare parasites called
Trypanosomes in the dead tigers at Dhaka Zoo
is indeed alarming. Probably no case of
Trypanosomiasis (human or animal] was
reported in our country ever before.
Trypanosomiasis can be of two types: African(

causing sleeping sickness) and South.

American(causing Chaga's disease). The report
says the Lype lound in the tigers was the
r African variety,

While studying at the London School of
Hygiene and Topical Medicine. earlier this year,
I had the opportunity to attend lectures deliv-
ered by experts who have extensive research
and clinical experience on sleeping sickness
caused by African Trypanosomes. They broadly
classified the pathogenic African Trypaneosomes
into Trypanosoma brucei rhodesiense (causing
an acute disease), Trypanosoma brucei gambi-
ensielcausing a chronic disease)] and
Trypanosoma brucei bruceilcausing disease
only in animals). The vector(responsiblie for car-
rying the Trypanosomes) are the African Tse
Tse flies. The reservoir can be lion, cattle,
hyena, sheep. giralfe and some other animals.
Clinical course of the disease includes develop-
ment of chancres at the site of Tse Tse bite.
fever, lymph node enlargement(called
‘Winterbottom sign' when neck glands are
involved). local oedema, cardiac abnormalities
and progressive nervous system involvement
which may be fatal. Diagnosis can be made by
looking for the parasite in blood film. lymph
node aspirate, cerebrospinal fluid and by some
immunological tests. Treatment includes
Pentamidine (also used for prophylaxis) and
Suramin in the early stage of the disease.
Melarsoprol can be used in the late stage.

Thanks to The Dailv Star for the timely
report on this issue which needs immediate
allention. The expert in IEDCR. Dhaka pru-
dently emphasized on controlling the disease
before it wipes out village after village as it did
in Africa. The vector and the reservoir in Dhaka
Zoo has to be found out immediately. WHO
expert comnmitiee has specific control strategies
for this disease which is a major health menace
in certain areas of Africa. Our health authority
may seek advice from WHO or other experts in
this field. if necessary. We need to wake up way

ahead before sleeping sickness sends us to an
eternal sleep.

Dr. A Nasser Khan, MD, DTMé&H(London)
Resident Physician

Louis A Weiss Memorial Hospital
(University of Chicago Hnsgitaln]
Chicago

USA

Of respect and words

Sir. 1 am drawing your attention to the news
headline 'Shamsur Rahman will be sent to
Singapore today' in Tuesday's (21/9/99) Daily
Star. The word 'sent' appeared to me to be
rather rude in this context. In my opinion, this
is not a respectful enough language for the
eminent personality. !

A heading like 'Shamsur Rahman will be
taken to ...' or ‘Arrangements for Shamsur
Rahman's trip to...' or something similar would

have been polite. I am sure people at DS can
think of better headings than I do. but please

do away with such word as 'be sent’ with the

name of such a great poet of our time. We
generally send' things which usually don't

_——-_I—-—n—-_,_.—'____ -

have human dignity. To use the word 'sent’
with a highlfr respectful personali

tion, special

years of his
spect.

reparts and the DS editorial (Sept 18) that
while there are several government agencies for *

ty of our na-
[v when he may be in the twilight
ife, seemed to me as a lack of re-

Buland Akhtar
Dhaka

No punishment for
adulterated food!

Sir, It was surprising to learn from press

-really help

testing food and other consumer goods, there is
a lot of confusion on implementation of the reg-
ulations, monitoring and prosecution. No politi-
cal backing please when big industrial con-
cerns are caught and their factories sealed
temporarily. -

To allay public apprehension of public
health issues, the government may publicize
existing mechanisms; as the prosecutions are
hardly announced in the press. There is so
much adulteration around that every month
hundreds of cases may be reported. It is sad to
note that the government's inspection de-
partments are not doing their job properly and
the errant officials are not punished. The cause
is obvious: honesty and sense of duty starts
from the top, not from the bottom!

A Husnain
Dhaka

Empowerment of Election

- L
Commission
Sir, Under the Constitution, it is the
President who appoints the Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commis-
sioners at his discretion. This creates problem
of acceptance of the said commissioners by the
Opposition party. In order to eliminate this
problem, FEMA — a civil organization set forth
a proposal.. They recommended that when the
country is under a party government, appoint-
ment of the said commissioners should be
made in consultation with the leader of the
opposition and if the country is under a
Caretaker Government then in consultation
with the leaders of the major political parties.
If this glrufpusal is accepted, it should be
I for the country. -

Md Rafiqul Islam
487, South Paikpara,
Mirpur-1, Dhaka-1216

Power crisis

Sir, For the last three to four months,
inhabitants of Patharghata, Feringhee bazaar,
Alkaran and other adjoining areas are experi-
encing acute power failure almost every week-
end approximately from 8 am till 6 pm.

The authorities concerned da not even care
to warn the residents about these power fail-
ures which would have enabled them to take
adequate measures such as storing water etc.
The most interesting part is, despite these reg-
ular power failures one receives a higher elec-
tricity bill. |

Hope the authorities concerned will kindly
look into this nagging problem.

Inayat Hussain
Chittagong

Views expressed in this column are the writers’ own. The Editor may or may not subscribe to those

views. The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published.
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Both the ruling party and the opposition preach democracy, but refuse to ensure the
citizens’ fundamental human rights, writes Nurul Kabir

Violence kills 1 in Natore, hurts
100, puts scores behind the
bars.

The reports said, “a leader of
the Jubo Dal, youth front of the
opposition BNP. was hacked to
death allegedly by ruling part
activists who attacke Eva‘g‘r
pickets at Gurudashpur .n
Natore on the first day of the
opposition’'s 60 hour country-
wide hartal.”

"At Dhaka Universily, sup-
porters of the JCD, student wing
of the BNP, were ousted from
the campus at gun point by ri-
vals.”

"Motijheel police arrested
116 people from the vicinity of
the BNP's central office in the

city during the first six hours of *

the opposition shut-down. The
haul included a good number of
children, juveniles and girls
who work in garments and
other small factories.

Whoever happened to be
walkiﬁg down the street in
front of the BNP office and its
vicinity found him/herself in
custody. Motijheel Police forced
the detained people, bundled in
one rope, onto prison vans from
lock-ups. 'Don't you see we are
busy sending criminals to
court,” the on-duty officer
shouted when a newsman asked
how many minor prisoners he
had in his sardine packed lock-
ups that reeked of urine and
excreta.”

Besides, photographs carried
by different dailies show how
mercilessly the police charged
batons on the opposition ac-
tivists that day. Whenever
asked about their atrocity,
field-level police officials had
ready-regly: “We have orders
from high-ups.”

They are oblivious, if not ig-
norant, of article 3 of the UN

- Convention against Torture

and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or
Degrading Treatment or
Punishment that says: “An or-
der from a superior officer or a
public a ty may not be in-
voked as a justification of tor-
ture.”

Besides, the police actions
amounted in clear violation of
Article 11 of the country's
Constitution that says, "The
Republic shall be a democracy
in which fundamental human
rights and freedoms and res
for the dignity and worth of the
h:ﬂ:&mn person shall be guaran-
t

However, Home Minister
Mohammad Nasim seemed ec-
static at the opposition's failure
to combat police in the streets.

He “ridiculed” the opposi-
tion demand for his resilgnatiun
the next day, instead of being
sorry for his failure to secure a
democratic environment where

the country's leader of the op-
position can peacefully end a

- peaceful rally* the day before !

and police atrocity everi on in-
nocent minors. e
Addressing a rally in the city

on September 13 afternoon. the
minister bragged: “I have not
started my job as yet and you
are demanding my resigna-
tion.” Besides, the senior AL
leaders including Nasim him-
self “announced their plan to
flush out BNP from streets in
th;& remainder of 60-hour har-
tal.”

Such comments and an-
nouncement had cbvious im-
pact on the police and the ruling
party cadres: they enthusiasti-
cally took to the streets to clear
the city streets of the opposition
activists seemingly with a sense
of impunity. :

The reports and pho-

tographs carried by different

national dailies show that the
Home Minister really started
his job, of course in violation of
the Constitution and interna-
tional human rights instru-
ments.

Article 37 of the
Constitution says : “Every citi-
zen shall have the right to as-
semble and participate in public
meetings and processions
peacefully and without arms,
subject to any reasonable re-

The governments at times
find it ‘reasonable’ to impose
section 144 of the Cr.PC forbid-
ding rallies and processions ‘in
the interests of public order’, In
Bangladesh, such impositions
have been made over the years
mostly out of negative political

i, - z ; 3 i
B o none e

HR violatio

intentions - to suppress the
voice of the opposition parties.
But in the present case, the
government did not even care to
take the ‘legal’ blanket to vio-
late citizens’ 'right to assemble

* and participate in public meet-

ings and processions.

On September 14, there was
no official restrictions for the
BNP to bring out processions in
the city. But the law enforcers
and ruling party activists
launched indiscriminate at-
tacks on BNP processionists.

No national daily, even
those politically sympathetic to
the government, could ignore
the police atrocity.

Reporting on the incidents,
The Daily Star said on
September 15 : "The ruling
parly plan to 'suppress’ the op-
position parties, especially the
BNF, apparently proved suc-
cessful yesterday.

“Home Minister and other
senior AL leaders announced at
a rally in the city on Monday
about their plan to ‘flush out'’
BNP from streets in the re-
mainder of 60-hour-hartal end-
ing at 6:00 p.m. today.

“Police and AL workers he-
haved accordingly. Pro-hartal

ickets were seldom seen on the

haka streets, dominated
mainly by anti-hartal activists
of the ruling party and its affil-
iated bodies. ... In fact BNP
workers were forced to keep off
the streets. ... Police chased
away the BNP processionists
and picked up many.”

......
L

n: Women demonstrators not spared, either.

— Star photo

f hartal

Another report of the daily
said: “All BNP activities were
systermatically suppressed yes-
terday as police sealed off lanes,
by-lanes and main roads
around party offices in the city,
barring every one - except
members of parliament - from
entering those or assembling

there.”

The police also obstructed

journalists doing their jobs in
the streets.

In a bid to justify such un-
constitutional political gesture
and brutal police actions on cit-

izens, the government leaders

have frequently been accusing
the opposition parties of delib-
erate attempts to destabilise the
government. But article 2 of UN
Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or
Degrading Treatment or

. Punishment says: “No excep-

tional circumstances whatso-
ever, whether a state of war or a
threat of war, internal political
instability, or any other public

, may be invoked as a
j tion of torture.”

However, while suppressing
anti-government agitations the
police, rather the government,
showed clear bias against the
BNP - the country's main op-
position, giving a clear hint
that the ruling is ready to
trade off things with smaller
opposition. Once again, no ma-
jor daily failed to notice the
discrimination.

A report published in The
Daily Star September 15 said :
“The second day of the three da
passed off yesterday wi
police allowing gatherings and
processions of Jatiya Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and ruling
Awami League.”

The police and the ruling
party activists continued their
actions the next day. But this
time, journalists also became
the target of the police atrocity.
Even Bhorer Kagoj, a Bangla
daily owned by a minister,
complained of harassment. The
September 16 issue of the daily

reported: “The police Harassed
journalists on duty in the city
yesterday. They beat up a taxi
driver carrying reporters cover-
ing the incidents. When the
journalists protested such
atrocities, the police abused
them like anything.” .

In any case, the Home
Minister was very happy with
the performances of his police
and party activists, Addressing
a party rally in the city on
September 15 afternoon, an
elated Nasim said: "Khaleda Zia
is yet to understand what stuff
the Awami League is made of.
Hope you have understoed a bit
during the (just-concluded) har-
tal. You did not find any worker

on the street, not to speak of the

ordinary people. In future, you .
will fail to get any worker even |

after sending letters to their
mothers.”
In another development,

How Democratic are Our Political Parties?

some still-unidentified crimi-
nals exploded a couple of bombs
near the ruling party rally
which, the Home Minister was
addressing.

But the minister did not take
a second to announce that
Khaleda Zia's people had
thrown the bombs. The an-
nouncement prompted a section
of the ruling party supporters
forcing their way into boxing
stadium near where the explo-
sion took place. They caught
two young men - one of them a
security Euard of the nearbhy
National Sports Council - near
the stadium gate and beat them
mercilessly suspecting them as
bomb throwers. They report-
edly ransacked offices at the
boxing stadium.

Surprisingly, the Home
Minister announced from the
Egdium that the ‘culprits have

en caught', How can a minis-
ter call a person culprit before
trial in the court of law. What is
more interesting is that no AL
activist has so far been arrested
in connection of ransacking the
boxing stadium, although the
government is repressing oppo-
sition activists on a regular ba-
sis in the name of protecting
public lives and property. This
is double standard. _

On the other hand. opposi-

tion parties did not lag far be-
hind.
A photograph carried by a
Bangla daily on September 15
shows that a bank official re-
ceived serious injury, as opposi-
tion activists reportedly threw
a. bomb on a tempoo
(mechanised three-wheelers)
plying a city street during har-
tal hours.

Another Bangla daily car-
ried a picture the next day
sho a young boy on a hos-
pital bed with severe burn in-
jury on his back. The caption of
the photograph said that np]po-
sition activists poured petrol on
his body and set fire because he
was riding a motor bike alon
the city streets during harta
hours. '

These actions are alsc'
clearly ultra vires of the consti-
lution that upholds citizens®
right to life and property as well
as freedom of movement. Also.
such actions clearly tanta-
mount to violation of the arti-
cle 20 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,

adopled more than hall a cen-
tury ago.

Immediaiely after declaring
that ‘cvery one has the right to
freedom of peaccful asscinbly
and associatien’. the UDIIR
says: “No one may be compelled
to belong to an association.”

Neither democratic norms
nor human rights convention
allows political parties to pun-
ish those unwilling to accept
their politics or implement
their programmes.

Such recurrent incidents

certainly putiaecent on the need

for a democratic system sensi-
tive to universally-accepted
fundamental human rights.

Diplomacy: North Korean,Style

ORTH Korea has done it
Nagain. [ts unique style of

diplomacy ie. use of
threats in pressuring Washing-
ton, South Korea and Japan to
provide greater economic assis-
tance and concessions has suc-
ceeded as evidenced in its efforts
to .have fifty-year old US eco-
nomic sanctions against it lifted
by promising to freeze Taepo
Dong Il long-range missile test-
ing. Although it is a partial lifting,
allowing export of US consumer
goods only to DPRK and per-
mitting the import of its com-
modities while keeping a tight
vigil control on its counter ter-
rorism and non-proliferation con-
trols, it's a victory for Pyongyang.
For years it has tried unsuccess-
futg]}jr to normalize its relations
with Washington without making
major concessions to its staunch
enemy South Korea. From that
point of view it is indeed some-.
thing for North Korea to gloat
about. And as if to demonstrate
that mentality it threatened
South Korea with a possible mili-
tary strike over the disputed

inter-Korean border on the very
next day it agreed to suspend the
testing of long-range missiles. a
move that promised prospects of
peace and stability in Korean
Peninsula. :

The parties concerned are, b
now, well acquainted with Nort
Korea's style of diplomacy. In
1994 and again in 1998, it
bartered its nuclear development
programme in return of pay-
ments for oil imports and two
new nuclear reactors to be built
with the assistance from Japan
and South Korea. During this
period both the countries
responded Pyongyang's frequent
intrusion into South Korean
waters and Japan Seas with food

sand other humanitarian assis-
tance as well. North Korea also
got like fringe benefits as South
Korea announced its policy of en-
gagement, which offered food and
investment from Seoul's compa-
nies, following the naval clash
when Pyongyang sent its fishing
boats into South Korean waters.

It was a demonstration like
buying the promise of good be-
haviour on the part of Notth
Korea in exchange of its needs.
The parties concerned, thus, are
trying to deal with this unique
style of diplomacy i.e. use of
threats and brinkmanship in
order to extract concessions from
its declared ‘enemies’ through a
mixture of carrots and sticks pol-
icy. Obviously to pursue such a
policy in the context of uncertain
and unpredictable behaviour of
North Korea, especially in the
backdrop of its most secretive
and reclusive hack%:aund. is
complex. Under such circum-
stances it is a gargantuan task to
actually pinpoint the real threats
from those of the ‘diplomatic’
ones. Outside world, especially
those who are directly threatened
by its irrational behaviour, thus,
have become bound to respond to

The US-North Korea agreement for easing of the US_sanctim;s as wez’.! as

South Korea’s positive reactions have now signalled a long and hard bargain-
ing process in which North Korea’s own recipe to use threats and brinkman-
ship to get concessions from the parties concerned would no doubt be used in

future as well,

its practice of diplomacy, which
obviously fall outside any existing
diplomatic norms.

North Korea's irrationality,
uncertainties and  unpre-
dictability arise from a number of
factors. First, the intentions of
the secretive and reclusive
regime of the country, its poor
and desperate economic condi-
tion; hyper-militarized defence,
its nuclear and missile devel-
opment capabilities and will-
ingness to barter these deadly
and sensitive technologies for
ready cash (for example during
tiie US-North Korea missile pro-
liferation negotiations in 1996,
Fyongyang demanded that
Washington pay as much as
those exports now earn in foreign
currency or provide various com-

modities of comparable wvalue).
dissatisfaction
among the ruling
elite as evi-
denced by the
defections of
highest-ranking
North Korean
diplomats to the
United States in
1997, are

with.

However, most disruptive and
unpredictable has been its
weapon programmes and missile
testing which again are bein
used by North Korea as potenti
tools for blackmail, as mentioned
earlier, which was evidenced by
its abandonment of covert
nuclear reactor fuel into nuclear
weaponry in return for the assis-
tance by the US and Japan to
buy oil and build two improved
nuclear reactors. This qui pro quo
was followed after numerous
breakdowns in US-North Korea

bilateral talks on North Korea's-

nuclear and missile development
programmes. As a result of North

Rorea's behavioural pattern,
Washington and its allies have,
despite mutual differences,

evolved a modus operandi to face

end the last remnants of the cold
war and economic and other
assistance were also quickly
restored.

In the latest episode, Py-
nn%yang's diplomacy in its own
style was at full play. This time
around there was apprehensions
about a possible testing of a long-
range missile — Ta Dong 11,
which was suspected to have a
range to hit continental United
States. Obviously, Washington
was concerned about its potential
threats. Moreover, it was also
worried about the possible and
great seismic-effect in northeast
Asia and on Asian security if the
missile were launched. As Japan
started thinking of getting spy
satellites, antiballistic missiles
and bomber refuelling planes and
changing its “peace constitution”

3 which raised

deemed to be the
sources of such internalinna]éy
unacceptable behaviour. Second,
they also arise from Pynngyangs
difficult endeavours to tackle the
problems of disasters, its eco-
nomic stagnation, widespread
food shortage and threats of
famine in the backdrop of coun-
try's extreme isolation.

The evolution and practice of
this novel diplomacy have their
roots in North Korea's complex
problem, dire economic situation
as well as national integration.
And so far it has been a success
story. Its leadership have suc-
cessfully dawn the attention of
the countries concerned to have
its twin objectives of getting eco-
nomic and humanitarian assis-
tance, and at the same time,
whip up intense nationalist senti-
ment to hold the country togeth-
er through its novel diplomatic
activities. The policy has also
served regime's domestic agenda.
Because the populace feel that
the starvation, the deprivation
are all justified in the face of
threats to its national and territo-
rial irtegrity (for which missiles
need to be built at the cost of
social development) from a coun-
try like South Korea backed by
the United States. The trick is to
k the ple cut off from the
world and feed whatever infor-
mation the regime needs to dis-
seminate in order to maintain its

grip on them. Again, a policy aris-
ing out of sucig mentaﬂgr is diffi~

~cult to comprehend and deal

any untoward situation with cau-
tions and without adverse reac-
tions. Such cautions, however,
came under immense pressure
when Pyongyvang launched its
Taepo Dong-1 missile in 1998
sending a shock wave throughout
the region. As for the first time it
became evident that both Japan
and South Korea, where 37,000
US troops are stationed in a di-
vided peninsula without the for-
mal ending of the 1950-53
armistice, came under potential
missile threats 4rom Pynn?ang.
At the time, Tokyo and Seoul
reacted sharply by cancelling the
deal to fund the construction of
two nuclear reactors for North
Korea and Japan dispatchin
military ships to the Sea o
Japan. Washington, like in the
past, urged its allies to use cau-
tion and not to react violently and
remained focused on keeping
North Korea constructively
engaged. Japan's agony was to
find ways and means to bolster
its defence without, however,
slightest hints in the direction of
return to past militarism. A jit-
tery Washington, however, quick-
ly devoted billions of dollar for the
development of the much publi-
cised Star Wars, a missile defense
shield which would not only pro-
tect its fifty states but could pro-
tect South Korea and Japan from
Pyongyang's potential missile
attacks. Simultaneously great
impetus was given to resume four
nations peace talks to formally

eyebrows in

China and
South Korea
who were the
victims of
Tokyo's ex-
pansionism
and brutal
occupation
during World

War [, the United States became
visibly upset at the likely under-
mining of Asian security so
painstakingly put wgether follow-
ing the end of the cold war. Even
South Korea, which is under US
defence umbrella, began pressing
Washington so that it could go
ahead with its own missile pro-
gramine. .

Obviously, the possibility of
such development would be most
destabilising for Northeast Asia
and an arms race would be on
the way. A development which
most regional countries would
not like to see, And Pyongyang
was aware of its negative
impacts. It was successful in
having its adversaries concerned
enough to be ready to make the
concessions. It also knew that if
it had to get the concessions from
these nations, it not only needed
to follow the path it had taken in
the pc=t, but also make sure that
they were not pushed to their
limits. It wwas aware that the pa-
tience in the capitals of these
countries was weari thin.
Many analysts predicted that this
time its policy would backfire
and the all three countries con-
cerned would simply tell
Pyongyang that all humanitarian
and economic assistance would
be cut off if the missile were
launched. It was ted that
North Korea would look at the
score card, which incluge halting
of work on the ;nnuﬁ plants
which are being Lil¥n North

Korea by the United States and
Japan, the European Union,
Japan and South Korea as part of
the 1994 agreement, a reduced
economic and humanitarian
assistance from Japan and South
Korea and cancellation of South
Korean tourism project that is
supposed to provide North Korea
with almost $1 billion in five
years, decide not to push the
‘enemies’ to the brink. It was like
a poker game not knowing what
was actually in the hands of the
adversaries’' hand.

So when the game was played
and such message was conveyed
to North Korea during the private
talks in Geneva Dbetween
Washington and its allies and
Pyongyang, it played its card
well. It reacted with violent
rhetoric swearing that it was
ready to annihilate its enemies.
Now dealing with such bellicose
threats from a country about
which the world knows very little
is indeed difficult. The guestion
was as how to determine that the
treats were not empty ones?
What could actually preclude any
irate and sudden action from the
most solated and regimented
regime of Kim Jong I1? What
guarantee was there that a mis-
sile like Taepo-Dong Il with limit-
ed testing would be unable to hit
the target? And once launched
what assurance was there that
the incident would not cause
damage to both physical and
inter-nations relations in the
region? It was. thus, too risky to
ignore the threats. As a matter of
act its limited testing and lack of
predictability make it potentially
more dangerous. The stakes
were, thus, too high.

As such, in the latest round of
‘poker' game its diplomatic
endeavours to get its interest
served, once again, met with suc-
cess. As it used the language of
annihilation of the countries con-
cerned with its unpredictable
and potentially dangerous
weapon, Washington decided to
play the rules of the game. The
result: partial lifting of economic
sanction. By doing so it, thus,
hopes for a new beginning of nor-
malisation of relations between
the two while keeping its option
of national defence open. And
South Korea despite the threats
of military strikes approved its 34
million-dollar investment plan to"
build a stadium in North Korea.
It has also vowed to help the
famine-stricken North to improve
ties with outside world. So North
Korea's unique style of diplomacy
has come full circle. It got what it
wanted. The US-North Korea
agreement for easing of the US
sanctions as well as South
Korea's positive reactions have
now signalled a long and hard
bargaining process in which
North Korea's own recipe to use
threats and brinkmanship to get
concessions from the parties con-
cerned would no doubt be used
in future as well.



