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Gunfire in Dili as militias threaten showdown with Interfet

Martial law from East Timor

JAKARTA, Scpt 23 : Indone-
sian President B.J. Habibie on
Thursday issued a decree lifling
the martial law imposed on
East Timor on September 7,
Justice Minister Muladi sa d,
reports AFP.

“The president today issued
one presidential decree ... which
revokes presidential decree
number 107 of 1999 on the
emergency commission in East

- Timor considering the improv-
ing conditions in East Timor."
Muladi said.

Meanwhile, armed militias
clashed with peacekeepers in
the East Timorese capital for
the first time Thursday, send-
ing gunfire ringing out over the
cily in a major escalation of
tension in Dili.

The commander of the
multinational troops said he
would speed up deployment in
response to the trouble and re-
poris that pro-Jakarta militia
were massing outside Dili and
on the border with Indonesian

West Iimor.

"I am looking to accelerzte
the arrival of troops into Ei:st
Timor," Australian Major Gen-
eral Peter Cosgrove told re-
porters..

Some 3,800 troops have be=n
deployed from a 7,500-strong
force charged with wresting
control from the anti-indepen-
dence militias who have ter-
rorised the territory and forced
most of its people to flee their
homes,

Gunlire crackled out over
Dili in several separate inci-
dents, including one where the
Indenesian military said
multinational troops had fired
into the air to warn off Indone-
sian troops collecting ammuni-
tion from a store in Dili.

"Interfet had a misunder-
standing about the activities of
Indonesian soldiers who were
moving goods from the store.”
Indonesian military
spokesman Colonel Willem
Rampangilei said of the Inter-
national Force in East Timor.

"Misunderstandings some-
times happen in the field."

However, the commander of
the British contingent in the
force denied any of'the interna-
tional troops had used their
weapons and accused Indone-
sian troops of firing shots near
his soldiers.

'l am not aware of any shots
being fired by Interfet troops,"
Brigadier David Richards told
reporters.

Richiards said automatic
gunfire fired in the air from
trucks believed to be carrying
Indonesian territory troops
near a contingent of Gurkhas
was an attempt to test the
renowned force's mettle,

"We were expecting just this
kind of activity. They are prob-
ably trying to find out what our
response drills are -- are we
quick, are we disciplined -- 1
think they're trying to see what
we do,” he said.

The skirmishes came as
fears of a major clash between
the multinational force and the

militias mounted.
About 500 militiamen were
massing in the town of Liquisa,

west of the capital Dili, saying
they would mount an attack on
multinational peacekeepers,
witnesses said.

"We want war,” one of the

camouflage-wearing militia |

said.

Cosgrove said he was also
concerned about reports that
pro-Jakarta militia were mass-
ing on the border of West Timor,
but that the international force
did not have a mandate to act
outside East Timor.

"I have heard there are re-
ports of militia from West
Timor planning to come into
the province." he said. "We are

going to monitor their progress’

and see what eventuates.”
Another confrontation took
place between Australian and
Indonesian troops at an In-
donesian military camp in the
Taibessi area of eastern Dili.
One report said Interfet
troops had entered an empty

r goes

military compound there and
tangled with Indonesian sol-
diers who returned unexpect-
edly.

A journalist who accompa-
nied the Indonesian military
said the foreign troops fired
warning shots, but other ac-
counts said they were chased
out by Indonesian soldiers.

Indonesian military
spokesman Colonel Willem
Rampangili told reporters his
forces and Interfet troops
charged with restoring peace in
East Timor were investigating
the incident,

Witnesses said retreating In-
donesian troops were also send-
ing volleys of automatic gunfire
-Elth the air as they sped out of.
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Lieutenant Colonel Peter
Welch, commanding officer of
the Third Battalion of the Royal
Auslralian Regiment, said three
suspecied members of the East
Timorese militia were arrested
in another incident.

Soldiers give family phptus fuu_nd in a destroyed home to a woman who was waiting for the
rescue of her brﬂt]::_ter-m-law in Chungliao, Nantcu county, Thursday, as more bodies of
victims of the massive earthquake are retrieved from under damaged buildings. The small

town has so far 140 deaths as recovery work continues.

— AFP photo

China spells out offer of

|

Taiwan quake death toll set to soar

Priyanka alleges

electoral foul play

NEW DELHI, Sept 23 :
Fn;ifanka Gandhi, daughter of
Indian upﬁusitiun leader Sonia
Gandhi, has filed an official
complaint charging the ruling
Hindu nationalists with elec-
tion malpractice, the Press
Trust of India said Thursday,
reports AFP.

Privanka, who is running
her mother's election campaign
in the northern constituency of
Amethi -- a stronghold of the
Nehru-Gandhi political dynasty
-- filed the complaint with the
local electoral officer late
Wednesday, P11 said.

The complaint accused the
Hindu nationalist BJP party of
Primme Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpage:e of plﬁttinﬁ to rig votes
and capture polling stations
when Amethi goes to the polls

on October 3.

Sources said Privanka also
charged that a teamn of female
Congress workers were recently
beaten up by BJF activists in a
village in Amethi.

In an interview published
Wednesday with the on-line
news service Rediff, the 27-
year-old Privanka outlined her
fears in greater detail.

"I have heard reports of AK-

_ 47s being brought into the con-

stituency.” she said.

Priyvanka and her older
brother Rahul have both been
helping their mother as she at-
tempts {0 defy the opinion polls
and push her Congress party to
victory in staggered general
elections that began September
3 and end October 3.
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autonomy to Taiwan

SINGAPORE, Sept 23 : China
has spelled out its offer of a
"high level of autonomy” to
Taiwan in the event the rene-
gade province agrees to reunifi-
cation, the Straits Times re-
ported Thursday, reports AFP.

The 17-page document pre-
genled at a forum here Wednes-

ay
head of China's Taiwan Affairs
Office, includes an offer to grant
Taipei the right to have its own
military, a judiciary and courts
independent of the mainland.

It also promises Taiwan
freedom to draw up commercial
and cultural agreements with
other nations.

Taiwan would become a "spe-
cial administrative region with
a high level of autonomy" after
reunification, Wagng said. read-

by Wang Yonghai, deputy .

ing from the document in Chi-
nese,

“Taiwan will not be the same
as any other province or region
in China. It will have the right
to administer and govern on its
own, the right to legislate and
the right to have an indepen-
dent judiciary which contains
the institution for final judge-
ment,"” he said.

“Taiwan can manage its own
political party, government.
army, financial and cultural af-
fairs, It can also have its own
military, while the central gov-
ernment will not despatch
troops and officials to be sta-
tioned on the island,” he added.

Wang was part of a six-mem-
ber delegation which included
Li Yafei, the deputy secretary-
general of the semi-official As-

)
sociation for Relations Across
the Taiwan Strait.

The group was on the last leg
of a tour which brought them to
Malaysia, Thailand and the
Philippines to explain their
views. |

The visit follows Chinese
President Jiang Zemin's offer of
help to quake-devastated Tai-
wan, which he hoped would sig-
nal a possible "new beginning"
towards reconciliation amid
long-running cross-strait ten-
sions.

Such tensions flared in July
after Taiwan President Lee
Teng-hui's controversial claim
to statehood.

Observers have said that
Jiang's offer tied in with Bei-
jing's overall aim of reunifying

PULL Taiwan, Sept 23 : The
death toll from the Taiwan
earthquake was sel to rise

Thursday with hundreds still-

trapped u:nder the rubble, as the
government moved against con-
tractors arresting one whose
buildings crumbled, reports
AFP.

As international rescue ex-
perts backed by sniffer dogs
combed the debris for sur-
vivors. the number of con-
firmed dead rose to 2,106 with
7,821 injured,

Hopes were fading fast more
than 63 hours after the deadl
‘quake, for the 634 people still
listed as missing or buried, res-
cue officials said.

Dn!ig nine survivors were
pulled ifrom the rubble on
Wednesday, and those still en-
tombed under tonnes of man-
gled concrete and bricks were
most probably dead, officials
admitted. :

Some 2,207 other people were

listed as stranded in remote ar-
eas due to the disruption in
communications, the officials
said, after revising their earlier
figures.

“The chances of recoverin
survivors is really small,” saig
Kan Hsin-Chin, fire chief at the
small town of Chungliao in cen-
tral Taiwan, where four out of
five houses were destroyed by
Tuesday's pre-dawn quake.

Because of the weight of hi
rises collapses. "a lot of people
were buried very deep under-

ound and rescuing them, even
the bodies, is very difficult."

A doctor working at a nearby
crowded refugee camp said
without food, water, medicine
or oxygen, living for a third day
would be "a miracle”.

"People simply cannot sur-
vive in this environment,” he
said.

Amid the horror of the
tragedy, recriminations began
as details of sub-standard

building work began to emerge.
~ One contractor who built
four properties in Yunlin
county destroyed during the
quake had been arrested, Vice
Justice Minister Tseng Yung-fu
told AFP.

An initial investigation by
the ministry showed the walls
of the collapsed buildings were
filled with empty plastic bottles
and metal buckets instead of
bricks.

“This is a clear violation of
thgd construction law,” Tseng
said.

"He is expected to be charged
with a criminal offence, but the
highest penalty he would face is
five-year jail term according to
existing regulations.”

A civil suit was also filed
against a contractor who
erected a building which col-
lapsed in Taipei county, killing
20 people. The contractor was
being sought for arrest.
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Indian Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh addresses the

fifty-fourth session of the United Nations General
Assembly Wednesday at the UN headquarters in New York

City.
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- More than

from Hanoi.

Army personnel exgelled in Vietnam:
0 people have been

year period for drug-related offences. a newspaper said
Thursday in a rare report on crime in the military, AP reports

BRIFFRY

-— AFP photo

cked out of the army in a one-

The People's girmy paper quoted a report at the army's drug
control conference Wednesday as saying the expulsions in the
12 months ending in June involved ci':ug abuse, trade and traf-
ficking. It did.not say how many were tried or how many offi-

cers were involved.

Malaysia's new monarch installed: i a
%htttrring ceremony. Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah on

hursday was installed as Malaysia's new constitutional
monarch, AP reports from Kuala Lumpur.

Surrounded by dozens of local leaders and foreign digni-
taries, the new king was installed at the throne roem of the .
Istana Negara palace in the capital, Kuala Lumpur, as the coun-
try’'s 11th king. The ceremony was broadcast on national televi-

sion.

Sin%er Diana Ross arrested: american

singer

iana Ross was arrested Wednesday at Heathrow Airport

after allegedly assaulting a security officer. She was released
Wednesday alfternoon and left hours later for New York, AP

reports from London.

She was cautioned but not charged with an offence, Scotland

Yard said. "Police here are wonderiul,” she said in res
one of a flurry of questions as she left the airpo
noor after the incident and was whisked away in a limousine.

nse to
rt in the after-

Albright rules out ‘consensus

at any price’.over Iraq

NEW YORK, Sept 23 : The
United States is not prepared to
endorse "a consensus at any
price’ on the issve of lifting
sahctions against Iraq, US S-i«c-
retary of State Madeleine .\l-
bright said Wednesday, reports
AFP. .

Any agreement on easiag
sanctions would require "com-
pliance from (Iragi President)
Saddam Hussein on the disur-

reporters here on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly.
Albright insisted that inter-
national inspectors should re-
turn to Irag and be allowed to
"work effectively” to ensure that
Baghdad is not producing
weapons of mass destruction.

| She added that she would
'have to look at it" first before

mament aspect," Albright told -+ €valuating its merits,
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Islamabad rejects Tokyo's demand to sign CTBT

India, Pakistan accuse each other
of pushing region toward conflict

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 23:
South Asian nuclear rivals In-
dian and Pakistan carried their
hostilities' to the UN General

~Assembly (UNGA) aceusing each

other of pushin
gion toward a
report AP.

Warning of nuclear "dooms-
day" in South Asia. Pakistan
urged world leaders and the
United Nations to rein in its ri-
val, India, from developing a
massive arsenal of atomic
weapons.

Last year, Pakistan matched
India’s nuclear test within days.

India’s Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh blamed Pak-
istan for the rising tensions,
saying its western neighbour
had spurned India's olive
branch and attacked the north-
ern Himalayan region of
Kashmir, which both claim.

Pakistan's Foreign Minister
Sartaj Aziz said the world
should not believe India's
promise not to be the first to use
alomic weapons.

"Pakistan believes that it is
now essential to convene a con-
lerence, with the participation
of all permanent members of
the Security Council ... to pro-
mote the goals of strategic re-
straint and stability in South
Asia,” Aziz told the UN General
Assembly on Wednesday.

Many observers had hoped
that Singh and Aziz would meet
in New York on the sidelines of
the General Assembly, in an ef-

the fragile re-
loody conflict,

fort to reduce tensions. But In-
dian diplomats said no Pak-
istan request for a meeting had
been made. They did not say
why India never requested .a
meeting. '

The world's newest nuclear
nations nearly went to war ear-
lier this year. Hundreds of sol-
diers from both sides were
killed in the Himalayan region
of Kashmir.

New Delhi accused Pakistan
of sending in troops to grab ter-
ritory. a claim which was de-
nied by Pakistan. Islamabad
said the fighters were indige-
nous freedom-seeking Kash-
miris. Fighting ended after US
President Bill Clinton per-
suaded Pakistan to pull out its
troops.

The conflict has raised the
danger of a full-scale nuclear
war among the two claimants to
Kashmir, They have fought
three wars since gaining inde-
pendence from Britain in 1947,

Pakistan's Aziz urged the
United Nations to intervene in
the Kashmir imbroglioc and en-
sure that people in the only
Muslim-majority state in pre-
dominantly Hindu India have a
chance to vote against staying
under Indian rule.

"Kashmir is not a dispute
over land; it is about the destiny
of people," he said.

"The international commu-
nity must act — and it must act
immediately — if it is to avoid a
hair-trigger security environ-

ment in South Asia,” Aziz said,

But India's Singh told the
General Assembly that Kash-
mir was an integral part of In-

-dia and its future was not nego-

Liable.

Aziz proposed a six-point
programme to get India to re-
duce its nuclear weapons, start-
ing with India dropping plans
for an atomic arsenal and de-
velopment of long-range ballis-
lic weapons.

Reuters adds: Aziz called on
the United Nations to convene a
conference of nuclear powers to
promote the goals of strategic
restraint and stability in South
Asia,

He said Pakistan remained
cominitted to the comprehen-
sive nuclear test ban treaty "in
an atmosphere free of coer-
cion.”

Pakistani officials said that
meant there was no prospect of
Islamabad signing the pledge as
long as US-led sanctions trig-
gered by the Indian and Pak-

istani nuclear tests remained in-
effect.

Another PTI report from
United Nations says: Pakistan
has re{ected Japan's demand

"that Islamabad sign the com-

rehensive test ban {ireatly
CTBT) as soon as possible cit-
ing India's draft nuclear doc-
irine, general elections and US

sanctions.

Violence feared as '7-Sisters'
go to polls tomorrow

GUWAHATI, India; Sept 23 :
The seven states that make up
India's insurgency-torn north-
east go to the polls Saturday,
bringing the threat of fresh mil-

~itant viglence to the rump end
©of month-lon

1355y national elec-
tions, reports AFP,

Some 200,000 troops, police
and paramilitaries have been
deployed in the so-called "Seven
Sisters,” where at least a dozen
separatist groups have called
for a boycolt of the elections.

The security clampdown and
militant threats are nothing
new for the region's 30 million

ople. many of whom have suf-
ered five decades of insurgency
that has claimed more than
25,000 lives.

"Security forces are on max-
imum alert throughout the
northeast, as militants might
target political party leaders
and voters during the polls,”
said an army commander sta-
tioned in the Assamese capital,
Guwahati.

The separatists have already
struck in Assam state, killing
the leader of a regional party
last week and kidnapping an
election candidate from the
Hindu nationalist BJP party.

Campaigning has been rela-
tively low key, not only because
of the militant threat in trou-
bled states like Assam, Tripura,
Manipur and Nagaland., but
also in deference to widespread
voter antipathy towards the
central government.

"New Delhi has always acted

like a stepmother in its rela-
tions with the northeast, seeing
us as nothing more than a
bulter against foreign aggres-
sion,” said Paul Lotha, a young
businessman in Koghima, the
state capital of Nagaland.

"What is the point in electing
representatives, when the cen-

NASA loses contact
with Mars Orbiter

WASHINGTON, Sept 23 :
NASA lost contact with the
Mars Climate Orbiter as it en-
tered orbit around the red
planet, a spokesman at the US
Jet Prnqusinn Laboratory in
Pasadena, California an-
nounced early Thursday. re-
poris AFP.

The unmanned probe had
successfully fired its engines to
enter orbit at 1:50 a.m. Thurs-

, day California time (2:50 pm

BST), the JPL said earlier.

But 15 minutes after their
scheduled next contact with the
probe NASA was still in the
dark.

"We are still attempting to
establish contact with the
spacecraft,” JPL spokesman
Frank O'Donnell said. "We have
not heard from it since the
burn.”

The Mars Climate Orbiter
reached Earth's neighbour after
travelling some 670 million km
(416 million miles)

tral government deliberately
allows the area to rot?"

In this remote region, bor-
dering China, Bangladesh,
Bhutan and Myanmar, it is not
the recent Kashmir conflict or
the .debate over oppesition
leader Sonia Gandhi's foreign
origins that dominate cam-
paigning,

Local issues like drinking
water and unemployment, as
well as insurgency problems,

form the primary ¢lection
planks of almost all the parties.

"We are not bothered aboul
who forms the government in
New Delhi. We are more con-
cerned about finding a solution
to the region's escalating mili-
tancy and unemployment
problems.” said Taru Ba-
sumatary, a Bodo tribesman in
Assam,

According to Assam Chief
Minister Prafulla Kumar Ma-
hanta, the militant boycott of
the elections will only have a
limited effect.

"We are not unduly bothered
about the militants, as people
have already started defying
their diktats." Mahanta told
AFP.

“The militants might try and
create violence during the elec-
tions, but we are geared up to
meel any eventualities."”

In a region which is 35 per-
cent Christian, the Church
plays a prominent role during
elections, exhorting parties to
fight a clean campaign without
the usual mud-slinging,

Russian police
defuse explosive
in apartment

block |

MOSCOW, Sept 23 : Russian
police early Thursday defused
an explosive device planted i1 a
12-storey block of flats in the
town of Ryazan, 600 km south-
cast of Moscow, Moscow Echo
radio reported, says AFP.

Police found three sacks of
the explosive hexagon mixed
with sugar, and primed with
detonators and a timer in a
basement of the apartment
block. The timer was set for
05:30am (0130 GM'T) Thursday.

One resident of the block of
flats reportedly saw men un-
loading suspicious sacks from a
car., which had no number-
plate. and contacted the police.

Residents were evacuated ¢ nd
moved to city hotels.

Voting begins
in Yemen

SANAA, Sept 23 : Voting te-
gan Thursday in Yemen's first
irect presidential election,
with 5.5 million people called
to the polls for what has turr ed
Into a referendum on the Z1-
year-old rule of Ali Abdullah
Saleh, reports AFP.

Dozens of men and women
queued separately in blaziag
sunshine outside polling s'a-
tions in the capital before they
opened at 0500 GMT.

Field Marshal Saleh, who
has been president ever since
1978 and is assured pf victory
for a sixth term, is running
against a no-hope challenger
from his own General People's

naabi.

Congress (GPC), Najib Qahtan
_al_-S_%r _J___ it

Anti-Talibaﬂ forces claim
significant gains in west

KABUL. Sept 23
Afghanistan's opposition
IInited Front Thursday claimed

significant gains in the coun-
try's west after five days of
heavy fighting against the rul-
ing Taliban. reports AFP.

The ousted Afghan govern-
ment's Deputy Foreign Minister
Abdullah said 200 villages in
Ghor and Farah provinces
which surround the strategi-
cally important Herat province
wmie now under opposition con-
trol.

He said forces loyal to oppo-
sition commander Ahmad
Shah Masood were 15 km from
Shindand airport, used by the
Taliban militia as a base for its
ageing fleet of MiG fighters.

Independent sources con-
hirmed fighting was heavy in
both provinces after a series of
pitched battles between Taliban
torces and locals linked to the
United Front in Herat last Fri-
day. :
“We could be seeing the start

of another push with Masood
and the Taliban positioning
themselves to grab as many
stralegic positions as they can
before winter,” one western ob-
server said. _

"Then they will use winter to
stock up on supplies belore
tackling each other again next
year,” he added.

A Taliban spokesman was
unavailable for comment.

Abdullah said 172 villages
were captured in Farah and 28
were being held by the United
Front in Ghor.

"Mujahedeen have captured
and maintained their positions
in. the mountainous area of
Taywara and lorchaman and
we are 15 km away from the
Shindand highway:" Abdullah
said. ’

The Taliban controls around
80 percent of Afghanistan, in-
cluding the capital Kabul, while
the opposition has been resist-
ing its efforts to seize remain-
ing land in the northeast.

Former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbach

ev and his daughter Irina (2nd L) sit at the

- oo - .‘ 3

coffin with the body of his wife Raisa Gorbacheva during the funeral ceremony at Russia's
Culture Fund in Moscow Thursday. Raisa Gorbacheva,67, died on Monday in Muenster,

Germany, where she had been treated for leukemisa for two months.

— AFF photo

FBI éxp ands probe 1nto
alleged Chinese spying

WASHINGTON, Sept 23 : 1he
Federal Bureau of Investigation
decided to expand its investiga-
tion into allegations of nuclear
espionage by China at US nu-
clear laboratories, Republic in
Senator Orrin Hatch said
Wednesday after meeting with
Attorney General Janet Rerio,
reports AFP.

Hatch said he and Reno had a

| detailed discussion about the - laboratory in New Mexico.

fact That the FBI "has decided to
expand its investigation.," he
told journalists after the tvro-
hour meeting. ;
Hatch added that Reno ‘is
satisfied they are doing the
right thing" in expanding the
investigation, which has been

Primarily focused on the al- -

eged theft of nuclear secrets
from the Los Alamos nuclear

The sturvey, which, covered

‘NB JP to retajﬁ electoral 19ad’

EW DELHI, Sept 23 : India's
ruling Hindu nationalists will
retain their overall -electoral
lead following wvoting this
weekend in the country's north-
ern heartland, a survey said
Thursday. reports AFP.

However the su ub-
lished by the Times of
showed the main opposition
Congress party making sub-
stantial gains and reining in
what many thought would be a

runaway win for the alliance
" | led by Prime Minister Atal Be- .

ndia °

hari Vajpayee's Hindu nation-
alist BJP party. _

ﬁuccurcﬂng to the poll, Satur-
day's voting in nine states
would fetch the BJP alliance 42
of the 74 seais on offer, with the
Congress party and its allies
taking 24 seats.

It also predicted that
Congress would make signifi-
cant gains in India's most popu-
lous state, Uttar Pradesh, win-
ning 13 seats after being com-
pletely wiped out there in 1998
elections. ] 4

2,554 voters in 72 of the 74 con-
stituencies that will vote on
Saturday, claimed an error
margin of three percent.

The coming ballot is the
fourth and penultimate stage of
India's month-long staggered
elections for the 545-member
federal parliament. Voting be-
gan on September 5 and ends

October 3.
Of the 421 seats that will

‘have been contested after Sat-

urday’s round.”




