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HE Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia was built on the
strong foundation of the

oneness of God and submission
to the judgement of God's Holy
Book and the Traditions of His
Prophet Muhammad, peace be
UFOH him. Its quest for a better
lite took off, racing time and
setting records, so that within
few short decades it took its
proniinent place in the world of
today.

King Abdul Aziz built a vast
state occupying four-fifths of
the Arabian Peninsula and
called it in 1351 H. (1932 AD) :
"The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”.
He named it, having unified its
component parts and brought
the people tdﬁether in peace,
with justice and security. He set
this day, the first day of the siﬁn
of Libra, 23 September to be the
National Day of his Kingdom. A
day the nation has celebrated
every year, recalling with pride
the deeds of the Greal Founder:

King Abdul Aziz followed in
the footsteps of the leaders of
the two Saudi states that rose
and fell in this region. The first
Saudi state emerged in the
middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury through the alliance of the
ruler o Diriya, Imam
Muhammad Ibn Saud with the
Islamic reformer Sheikh
Muhammad Ibn Abdul Wahab.
The aim of the alliance was to
spread true Islam and purify the
faith and rid it of the supersti-
tions and heresies that attached
themselves to it over centuries
of ignorance: The first fruit of
that era'was the unification of
the disparate regions, the gath-
ering of the tribes and the ac-
ceptance of the rule of God's law.
A just society living in peace
over vast areas of the Arabian
Peninsula and beyond.
Eventually, the State came un-
der the pressure ol foreign in-
terference and wars, lea ing to
its cdemise and the return of the

Peninsula to its former chaotic .

self. It pained Abdul Aziz, who
settled with his family in
Kuwsiit to see the chaos and dis-
integration in his land. He

__Achi

swore to regain his heritage at
all cost. Thus, it was on 5
Shawwal 1319 H (15 January
1902 AD]) that he succeeded in
recapturing Riyadh which
turned out to be the springboad
for the unification of the coun-
try. He fought battle after battle,
and strove for the next 31 years
to bind the nation together and
proclaim, with God's help, the
establishment of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. The people of
the Peninsula saw the nobility
of his cause and flocked to his
banner, They were led from one
victory to another, until the

time of fulfilment. when the
dream of unity, security and
stability was made manifest.
Staunch Belief in God: Abdul
Aziz, driven by a staunch beljef
in God, an iron will and an in-
stinctive understanding of the
needs and aspirations of his
people, succeeded in overcom-
ing obstacles and laying the
foundation of the young state
under banner of; "There is no
divinity but God and
Muhammad is the Messanger of
God." He then set about the task

.of building the structures of a

modern state. He began to open

King Abdul Aziz : His Glorious

the doors to a bright future for
his people. One of his first acts
was to implement a scheme to
settle nomadic bedouins into
settled communities. he called
‘Al-Hijir', to which he brought
instructors. teachers and ex-
perts in many fields. He began
to release to productive poten-
tial of the people, being careful
to heed the needs and aspira-
tions of all the people of the
Kingdom.

The security of the Hajj
(pilgrimmage] roads was one of
his main objectives. Pilgrims to
Makkah and visitors to the
Mosque of the Prophet in
Madinah feared for their lives
when undertaking those jour-
neys. He rid the roads of mis-
creants and secured a safe pas-
sage for travellers to the holy
places. ,

Special Attention to the
Holy Places: King Abdul Aziz

aid special attention to the

oly places. During his reign,
Al-Haram Mosque in Makkah
was renovated and vastly im-
proved while the Mosque of the
Prophet in Madinah saw a sub-
stantial enlargement to ac-
commodate the ever increasing
number of visitors.

King Abdul Aziz was the first
to call for Islamic solidarity. He
believed in the unity and coop-
eration between the peoples of
the Muslim world, for the good
of humanity as a whole. He set
up the first Islamic Conference
in Makkah in 1346 H. (1926
AD).

His young state had an inti-
mation of good fortune when oil
was discoveredin the Eastern
Province in 1938. Then the
meagre income from oil helped
the Kingdom to accelerate de-
velopment in  the country.
Many projects came to fruition,
such as the rail line connecting
the capital Riyadh with the
Eastern Province, opened in
1371 H. (1951 AD); the estab-
lishment of a national airline
in 1945; the inauguration of
broadcasting; and several oth-
ers up and down the country.

Corntinued on page 18
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Assslamu Alaikum Wa
Rahmuatullah Wa Baralkatih.

The people of Saudi Arabia
are observing, within and

outlside, the . Kingdem. the
auspicious National Day to-

~aday) September 23571999, in

traditional warmth, spirit of
dedication and sacrifice. It is a
right occasion to recollect past
achievement and think about
the future progress of the
rnation. The National Day is
also a fitting occasion to recall
the sacrifices and singular
achievements of King Abdul
Aziz who laid a very strong
Joundation of the Kingdom
through his innumberable 1vise
and pragmatic steps which are
still considered to be the pillars
of the state. The ideals lejt by
him, particularly his
unfaultered allegiance to Islam,
are the greatest source 'of
inspiration for those who are at
helm of affairs and the
comumon men, It is fascinating

to note that this year's National

Day is.all the more a skl‘f;nﬂ'icant

event because it coincides with .
the centenary celebrations

.observed in 22nd January.

The National Day also
provides an opportunity to
acknowledge, with gratitude.
the unmatched wisdom, ability,
political acumen. magnanimi
and farsightedness with whic
the Custodian pf The Two Holy
Mosques King Fahd Bin Abdul
Aziz have been runni the
affairs of the state with the
ultimate goal of reaching the
benefits of a modern welfare
state to all citizens, [ndeed. the
Custodian of The Two Holy

Mosques King Fahd Bin Abdul .

Aziz had set, exactly in keeping
with the spirit of his father's
ideals. the Kingdom's goal very

“We extend our heartiest felicitations to His Highness

the g(ing Fahd bin Abdul Aziz, the gﬂvermnerd
andthe - -
Brolherly People of Saudi Arabia

on their gloriou.s

National (Day

Custodian of the two Holy Mosques, King

Fahd bin Abdul Aziz

Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, The Crown Prince

and Deputy Premier and Head of the National Guard
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clear 1when some years ago he
declared; "The goals of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabiqg is to
hold firm to the Islamic
Shariah, and to apply it in all
affairs of the Kingdom, by using
all resources bestowed by

Allah.” Such an assurance from

the Head of the State, who
voluntarily gave up
ostentatious mundane titles

and adored the humble title of

“The Custodian of The Two Holy
Mosques,” has increased the
confidence of the people who
are most cooperative and
deserving.

By the Grace of Allah, the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is on
the final stage o
implementation of its 6t
Development Plan (1995-2000
AD) at an expenditure of 200
billion dollars, general
htly
include: preservation of Islamic
values, maintainin the
country's security and social
stability, encouraging private

seclor participation, _elc.
According to an official
estimate, Saudi Arabia has so

far spent more than 1200
billion dollars during last three
decades through

implementation of . five-year
development plans. il

While observing the
National Day it is also a great
pleasure for me to find that
during all these years the
bilateral relations beliween
Saudi Arabia and Bangladesh
have been "excellent”. In view of
the close cooperation between
the two brotherly countries in
the bilateral and international
fields, it may be said without
any fear contradiction that tﬂ{;e

s
have stood the test of time. The
cordial and sympathetic ties
that now happily exist betiveen
the two governments and
peoples may be traced to the
age-old historical, religious and
cultural bonds. Incidentally, we
may recall that the Saudi grant
of 400 million SR for
construction of 400 cyclone
shelters in the coastal areas of
Bangladesh is a 'milestone’ in
strengthening the bilateral
relations between the two
countries. It is also a matter ::g
great satisfaction for the peo
of Saudi Arabia - that the
Kingdom has been the largest
importer of manpower . from
Bangladesh. According to one
estimate more than 10,50,000
persons have so far (up to Jul
1999} gone to Saudi Arabia w
work permits. Besides, about
30,000 people ﬁerfnrm Hajj
from Bangladesh every year
and the number of pilgrims are
on the increase regularly.

It is-our firm belief that
sincere cooperation betiveen the
two brotherly countries in
various international fora wwill
certainly advance the cause of

the Islamic Ummah in the S ..

ahead. Long live Saudi-
Bangladesh brotherhood and
affinity.

- _Assslamu Alaikum Wa

Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuh.

Abdullah Omar Barry
Ambassador of Saudi
Arabia to Bangladesh

I ment of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia under the
leadership of the Custodian of
The Two Holy Maosques King
Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz is
considered as a sto of
achievements which laid the
foundation of future advances
and set a solid economic base
that propelled the nation into
the forefront among the produc-
tive and exporting nations. The
overall economic development
also enabled the Saudi society
to catch up with the best in the
world through scientific and
educational advances, particu-
larly during his tenure of office
as the Minister of Education.
History will record many ini-
tiatives ol this distinguished
Arab and Muslim leader which
were good for the citizens of the
Kingdom as well as for the Arab
and Muslim worlds. Serving the
causes of world peace and fos-
tering iniernational under-
standing are main objectives at
the heart of his efforts in the in-
ternational arena, The concen-
trated efforts and regular ini-
tiatives ol the Kingdom towards
this end testify to his wise lead-
ership. Conscious about his re-
sponsibilities towards the
Muslim World. his efforts have
contributed to end many con-
flict among Muslims anci’ relief
of many tragedies that be fell
them. The role of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia in bolstering
Islamic solidarity and narrow-
ing differences among Muslims
— a guiding principle of Saudi
olicy since the days of the
ounder King Abdul Aziz — is an
Islamic tenet enjoined so as to
serve the unity of the Muslim
World,

Early Years: The Custadian
of the two holy mosques King
Fahd was borri in 1923 and grew
uE close to his father, late King
Abdul Aziz, the founder of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. He
received his early education at
the hands of selected tutors and
then he joined the Saudi
Scientific Institute in Makkah
which was primarily devoted to
the teaching of religion and the
Arabic language. He was knovwn
at an early age to be lond of at-
tending his father's audience
chamber. This helped to develop
his personality and acquire the

ualities of leadership. His
ather saw his! early promise,
his diplomatic sense; his early
maturity and his prudence. He
gave him some responsibilities,

o o

the first of which was, in 1945,
membership: ol the Saudi
Arabian delegation to the
opening sessions of the United
Nations, headed by the late King
Faisal, who was then Prince
Faisal. the Foreign Minister.
First Minister of Education;
He was appointed Minister of
Education of the newly eslab-
lished ministry in 1953, Thus
becoming the first head of a
formal education ministry in
the history of the Kingdom. He
began by drawing up a far-
reaching education policy, the
fruits of which are still bein
enjoyed by the people of Saudi
Arabia. The objectives of his
education policy included: (1)
Making all stages of education
available to each and every citi-
zen throughout the country; (2)
Unitiation of higher- education
through the establishment of
universities. The first of which
was King Saud University set up
in Riyadh in 1957, the first uni-
versity in. the Arabian
Peninsula; (3) Increasing schol-
arships for foreign educational

facilities 1o enlarge the pool of
gualified Saudis available to
staff the Kingdom's education
system and serve in govern-
ment departments; (4) Seek
eventually to achieve self-suffi-
ciency in the number of Saudi
teachers in all stages of educa-
tion. Fahd’s objectives in edu-
cation: have all been achieved.
The success of his policy is ex-
emplified in the educational
facts of the Kingdom today.
There are more than 22,000
schools, more than 40 lakh stu-
dents of both sexes, seven uni-
versities, numerous specialised
colleges and institutes and
sprawling fully-equipped uni-
versity cities.

As Interior Minister: When
he took over the minister of
Interior in 1962, he set about
reorganising it to meet the de-
mands of a modern society, He
saw through his experience as
-minister ot educatioh thatl sci-
ence -and organisational disci-
pline are necessary to raise
standards of performance. One
of his early initiatives was the
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King Fahd : A Pioneer of Progress

HE speetacular develop-

establishment of the College for
Internal Security Forces (now
King Fahd Security College) for
training of the security person-
nel in theorical, practical and
military sciences at university
level. He also established a
number of institutes for train-
ing non-commissioned officers
and other ranks. During his
stewardship, the Ministry of
Interior took on responsibility
for national security, the Coast
Guard, Clvil Defence, Criminal
Affairs, Municipal Affairs,
Regional Emirales and all their
su;ﬁniug establishments.
Head of Delegations
Abroad: He headed the
Kingdom’'s delegation to the
33rd session of the Council of
the Arab League held in
Casablanca in 1959 and the ex-
traordinary session convened
in Shatura in Lebanon in 1960,
He also headed the Saudi dele-
gation to the first session of the
summit of Arab heads of gov-

ernment held in Cairo In the
same year, He was appointed as
second Depuly Prime Minister
in 1967, in addition to his
portiolio of interior ministry,
which gave him an opportunity
to Eresidﬁ over meetings of the
Cabinet. In 1970 he led the
Saudi delegation to Britain for
negotiations about the future of
the Arabian Gulf in the wake of
Britain's decision to evacuate
area. He also headed the
Kingdom's delegation to the
Conlerence of the organisation
of Petroleum xporting
Countries (OPEC) held in
Algiers in 1975. To foster rela-
tions between the Kingdom and
the world at large, he paid many
visits to Arab and Islamic coun-
tries in Alfrica and Asia as well
as to states in Europe and the
Americas.

A Crown Prince: When Fahd
became Crown Prince and was
appointed Prime Minister on 25

arch 1975, the late King
Khalid entrusted him with fur-
ther responsibilities. He
presided over the high councils
and commissions of the most
important sectors in_the
Kingdom. They included the
High Council for Petroleum and
Minerals, High Council for the
Universities, the . Royal
Commission for Jubail and
High CouncH  for
Education Policy. Hiﬁh
Committee for Hajj. and the
Royal Commission for the
Development of Al-Madinah

Continued on page 18
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A JOINT VENTURE WITH:

SAUDI-BANGLADESH INDUSTRIAL & AGRICULTURAL INVESTMENT COMPANY LTD. (SABINCO)
NEDERLANDSE FINANCIERINGS-MAATSCHAPPIJ VOOR ONTWIKKELINGSLANE =X N.V. (FMO)

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB)
ASIAN FINANCE & INVESTMENT CORPORATION LTD. (AFIC)
BANGLADESH SHILPA BANK (BSB)
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Sena Kalyan Bhaban (6th Floor), 195, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000
Tel: 9564825-26, Fax: 880-2-9564827, E-mail: Kadersfl@bdmail.net
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Warmest Grestings to the Government
and the brotherly psople of the
Kingdom of Saud! Arabla on thelr

National Day

o




