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Wright told
to grow up

LONDON, Sepl Zil
Nottingham Forest siriker lan
Wright has been told to grow up
by Woelverhampton Wanderers'

full-back Kevin Muscat in the
wake of his sending-ofl last
weekend, reports AFP. ‘

Wright was sent off alter a
running battle with the
Australian during the 1-1 first
division draw with Wolves on
Sunday.

On Tuesday Wrighl wrote in
his regular column in The Sun
newspaper: "He is a nobody. He
knows it, I realise it and a hell
of a lot of other ple think it.”

But Muscat hit back on
Tuesday, saying: "He had a
highly illustrious career but
you would have thought he
should have grown up.

- "He kickeil Lhe ball away to
gel his first hooking and then
lashed out al me to get his sec-
ond. He has only himself to
blame - nol anyone else. Il was
his ill-discipline.

“I'm told he has apologised to
his manager and team-mates -
and he should do. He has let
them down."

Wolves manager Colin Lee
came to Muscalt's delence. He
said: "l am a big admirer of lan
Wright's and for football's sake
| don't want (o see him getting
sent off.

"With all his experience and
his tremendous attitude to the

ame [ wouldn't have expected a
illle incident like this to spark
off such a major reaction.”

Wright's anger was sparked
near the end of the televised
match when Muscat allegedly
shouted over and.prompted
Wright to leave a ball that went
straight to the Wolves number
twa.

The striker, already booked
for kicking the ball into the
stand after a decision had gone
against him, had furious words
with Muscal and then taunted
him by peering at the back of
his shirt in the pretence of find-
ing out his name.

Three minutes Irom time
Wright was sent off for a wild
challenge that caught the
Auslralian across the shins and
was further irritated when his
oller of a handshake was re-
fused.

"I can slecp well and look in
lthe mirror each morning,
which is more than a certain
Wolves player can probably do.”
the former England inteérna-
tional also wrole.

“This guy isn't even worthy
of mentioning his name. The
unwritten code ol gentlemmen's
conduct belween players in
these situalions was broken
and it sparked the worsl kind of
reaction in me.

“All it would have taken to
sort the situation out was for
him to say: ‘Serry, I-was out of
order,” Il would have been fin-
ished with, Bult this bloke is not

big enough 1o do that.”

Berlusconi
not pleased

MILAN, Sept 22: AC Milan
may have snatched all three
points against Galatasaray, but
the Champions League win has
failed to cpnvince the club's
waspish' owner . Silvio
Berlusconi. reports AFP.

Brazilian striker Leonardo
scored one and made the other
just before half-time, but it was
goalkeeper Christian Abbiati
who kept the scoreline 2-1 with
a series of crucial saves at the
end. :

Berlusconi, who watched
Milan suffer in the second half
after seizing the initiative in_a
,scraa.pp}r opening 45 minutes,

needed just four words to sum
up Tuesday night's Group H tie:
"Great Abbiati. small Milan."

Even Leonardo wouldn't be
drawn on the quality, of his

team's football, saying: "The
important thing was to win."

Abbiati, who scampered
back to clear Erdem Arif's
header off the line in injury-
time, said: "I don't think I did
aninhing heroic in the second
half. At the end, | made a mis-
take coming out and then made
up for it.

"l think we had a great first
half and we knew that
Galatasaray would improve in
.the second. It was only logical,
and it happened.

"But in my opinion, there is
only one reason why the second
half was difficult for us: we con-
ceded a goal straight away, That
frightened us a bit and perhaps
we needed to react in a way that
we failed to de.

"However, we won, we're at
the top of the group and I can't
understand why there's all this
discussion about it," he told the
Gazzetta dello Sport,

Midfielder Gennaro Gattuso
shared the general perplexity,
saying: "We knew that Galata-
saray were an aggressive team
and they certainly were in the
second-half. But if we hadn't
conceded that gol straight away,
I think that things would have
worked out differently.”

"We mustn't always look just
on the negative side of things."

Laudrup new
Danish asst.
coach

COPENHAGEN, Sepl 22:
Michael Laudrup. one of
Denmark's greatest ever play-
ers, on Tuesday accepied an of-
fer to become assistant coach to
Lthe national side. the Danish
football federation announced,
reporis AFP.

Laudrup, 35, who ended his
career alter last summer's
World Cup, will act as Morten
Olsen’'s number two alter sign-
inﬁ a two-year contract which
takes ellecl July 1 next year,
when Olsen takes over the reins
from current coach Bo
Johansson.

"l had some doubts but the
idea ol working with Morten
Olsen appealed to me,"” said
Laudrup. "1 get on very well with
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Hertha Berlin’s Andreas Schmidt (L) takes a bi-
match against Chelsea at Berlin on September 21

‘while coach Valery

Lazio lousy
hosts?

~ ROME, Sepl 22: Lazio were
lacing charges ol a shameful
lack of hospitality and organi-
sation {rom Dynamo Kyiv as
the two sides prepared for
Wednesday's Chamipions League
tie, reports AFP.

The Ukrainians claimed
their hosts had left them wail-
ing outside a locked Olympic
stadium when they arrived for
training and had also gou all
their estimates of travelling
around Rome completely
WTOIE.

The Serie A club hotly denied
the accusations. which are
likely to add extra spice to their
Group A clash here.

- The trouble started on
Tuesday, almost immediately
that the Ukrainian squad set
foot in Naly.

Alexey Mikhailichenko.
who won the Halian league with

Sampdoria in 1991 and who is

now Dynamo's deputy coach,
said: "We have been treated in a
shameful way. Things have
happened that are just incom-
prehensible.

"The Champions League is
the most prestigious competi-
tion in Europe and people ought
to know how to organise it," he
fumed.

'Lazio officials told us it
would take 45 minutes at most
for us to get lrom the airport to
our hotel by coach, but in the
end we wasted an hour and a
hallf. ' "

‘And it's not just that. They
also sent us a faxing saying the
hotel was only a quarter of an
hour from the stadium. It took

.us over hall an hour.

"But that's not all.” he went

on. "When we arrived at the

Olympic stadium, all the gates
were closed. We had outside for
20 minutes. And above all.
there wasn't even a Lazio offi-

-cial there waiting for us.

“These things are really un-
acceptable,” he told the Corriere
dello Sport.

The pre-training news con-
ference wad cancelled, with
Mikhailichenko saying enough
time had been lost alreadg.
Lobanovsky
apparently vented his angers to
the Ukrainian press.
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Group E
FC Porto
Real Madrid
Olympiakos
Molde
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Remaining matches;

Porto v Molde
Molde v Real Macdrid

- Group F
Valencia
Bayern Munich
PS5V Eindhoven
Rangers |
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Bayern Munich v Valencia

Valencia v Bayern Munich

Rangers v Valencia
Valencia v PSV Eindhoven
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cycle kick during the Champions’ League

— AFP photo

: STANDINGS

European Champions League standings alter matches playecl
Tuesday night (played, won, drawn. lost, goals for, against.
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September 28: Real Madrid v Porto
Olympiakos Piraeus v Molde
October 20: Porto v Real Madrid
Molde v Olympiakos Piraeus
October 26: Real Madrid v Olympiakos Piraeus

November 3: Olympiakos Piraeus v Porto
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September 28: PS5V Eind hoven v Rangers
October 20: Rangers v PSV Eindhoven
October 26: PSV Eindhoven v Bayern Munich

November 3: Bayern Munich v Rangers
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pternber 28: Girondins Bordeaux v Spartak Mdscow
Sparta Prague y Willem 1I Tilburg : ’
October 20: Spartak Moscow v Girondins Bordeaux |
Willern Il Tilburg v Sparta Prague
October 26: Spartak Moscow v Willem 1I Tilburg,
Girondins Bordeaux v Sparta Prague

v Spartak Moscow
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Willem 11 Tilburg v Girondins Bordeaux
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Remaining

September 28: AC Milan v Hertha Berlin
October 20: Hertha Berlin v AC Milan
October 26: AC Milan v Chelsea

Hertha Berlin v Galatasaray
November 3: Chelsea v Hertha Berlin

Parreira, Zagallo's job on the line

RIO DE JANEIRO,
Sept 22: The dou-
ble act who led

Cup victory five
' <] years ago arein
danger of succumbing to the
country’'s frenzied "dance of the
coaches”. reports Reuters.

Carlos Alberto Parreira,
coach in 1994, finds himself
needing a victory against a
team made up mainly of fire-
men to keep his job as coach of
Third Division side Flumi-
nense,

Mario Zagallo was
Parreira's high profile assis-
tant in 1994 before leading
Brazil to the runners-up spot at
the World Cup last year. Now he
is . in an extremely precarious
position at Portuguesa, one of
the less fashionable Sao Paulo
clubs.

Parreira took over at
Fluminense with the task of
halting the dramatic fall of a
traditionally powerful club.

Three wins and two deleats
in their first five games has,
however, given Fluminense a
less than Ideal start in the third
division and Parreira knows
what could be:in store.

"That's the culture in our
country.” he said. "The coach
loses three or four games and is

1 kicked out.”

Parreira's crucial game is
today at Dom Pedro who, like
many teams in the third divi-
sion, include several semi-pro-
fessionals. At least five in the
Dom Pedro side are firemen.

Zagallo finds himself in a
similarly uncomfortable posi-
tion after a 1-1 draw with
Gremio on Saturday left
Portuguesa 18th in the grsi di-
vision, where coaches are
treated mercilessly.

Eleven coaches have fallen
by the wayside in the 22-club
league since the start of the
crmm]i)etitiun in late July.

Although Portuguesa are not
one of Sao Paulo's big clubs they
have done well in the last few
years, reaching the final in
1996. Zagallo complained his
modest squad had been upset by
political turmoil in the club.

Morten - we're on the same

wavelength," !

The 68-year-old veteran said
players had left their cars at the

Brazil to World

leam hotel because of fears they
could be smashed by angry fans
il taken to the stadium at the
weekend. He said some fans had

tried to invade lhe dressing
room afler Saturday's game.

“It's not a good atmosphere
for the players," he said.

Brazilian coaches are sacked
al an astonishing rate, some
clubs employing half a dozen in
the same year,

Botafogo have already used
three coaches in the Brazilian
char;g)innship. where they have
played only 1] games. It has not
done them much good as they
remain rooted to the bottom.

Other key members of
Brazil's 1994 teams are also at a
low ebb. Captain Dunga. now
35, has been liercely criticised

for his performances as captain
of Porto Alegre club Interna-
cional, which he joined last
year after several seasons in
Japan.

- Striker Bebeto has yet to
score for Mexican club Toros
Neza. whose two wins in the
championship came when he
was not in the team.

At least Zagallo knows he
will never be short of offers if
he does get the chop.

Since joining Portuguesa, he
has received offers from several
Brazilian clubs and the Ecuador
national team although he de-
nied reports Costa Rica were

studying his curriculum vitae,

‘I don't have to send my ev to
Costa Rica," he said dismis-
sively.

American Jane Chi in action at the Toyota Princess Cup

in Tokyo yesterday.

— AFP photo

Spartak cling
on for a draw

MOSCOW,. Sept 22: Nine-
man Spartak Moscow, so im-
ressive in the 1999/2000
~uropean Champions League up
lo now. squandered home ad-
vantage when scraping a 1-1
draw againslt Sparta Prague
here Tuesday. reporis AFP,'

Spartak, who had two play-
ers red carded in the second
half. went into the night's
round ol malches as Group G
leaders after an impressive 3-1
away win over Willem I lasi
week.

And (he Russians tried to
stun their Czech guests with an
opening burst bul the visilors
defended stloully, counter-at-
tacking on the break.

In the 17th minute Sparia
were rewarded lor their e}ibrts
when striker Vraltislav Lokvenc
scored wilh a header afler a
well-taken corner kick from
Vladimir Labant.

Spartak poured forward
looking lor an equaliser and
seconds laler Russia's intermna-
tional midlielder Yegor Titov
missed a clear chance, when he
tamely shot the ball into Czech
goakeeper Tomas Postlulka

. from five melres.

Spartak, despite dominating
play in the firsl half, failed to
pose a serious threat lo the
Pra‘gue oultlit, making too many
unforced mistakes. - Postulka
imade several easy saves [rom
several long-range efforts (rom
Spartak belore the break.

In the second hall Spartak
moved up 'a gear, seizing the
initiative only for their altacks
to be snulled oul by Sparia on
the edge ol the I)l‘l'lﬂ?f}" box,

However. the Moscow side
drew level with a stroke ol luck
in the 73rcd minute, when mid-
lielder Titov sollly lobbed the
ball to Spartak substilute
Artyom Bezrodny, who poked
Lthe ball pasl the helpless
Postulka Irom close range for
his first ever Champions League
goal.

Spartak made life dilliculi
lor themselves when Brazilian
striker Luis Robson was given
his marching orders in the last
10 minutes ol normal time,
following delender Yury
Koviun, who was ordered oll 10
minutes carlier for” a wild
tackle, selling up a tense final
period for the Spartak fans.

- Sparta ercaled several scor-
ing chances in the [linal five
minutes of (he match but
Spartak clung on grimly.

India beat
Canada

SYDNEY. Sept 22: Indian
men's coach Vasudevan
Baskaran was relieved after his
team toppled Canada 3-2 on the
opening day of a pre-Olympic
field hockey tournament here
today, reports AFP.

India have struggled to keep
pace with the elite nations in
recent years and, building
toward next year's Olympics.
have been finding -victories
«difficult to achieve. -

Placed ninth in the 1998
World Cup, India did not get to
play in the Champions Trophy
in Brisbane this year, '

Today's win reversed a 2-1
defeat to Canada when India
finished last in the four-nation
Australia Cup in Canberra last
week,

Already qualified for the
2000 Olympics, India beat the
Australia Cup winners Canada
with a countier-attacking game
but Baskaran still had concerns
about the number of errors
committed which allowed the
Canadians back into the game.

India went ahead early with
the only goal of the first half
through Anwar Khan.

Canada’'s 32-year-old
captain Peter Milkovich, a
veteran of over 240
internationals, equalised with
a smart deflection midway
through the second spell but
India went ahead again when
Deepak Thakur produced a
brilliant diving, backhanded
smash from:the top of the
circle.

Arjit Singh effectively made
the game safe with a breakaway
field goal with three minutes
remaining but Milkovich was
not done and added a penalty to
reduce the margin in the final
minute. '

The Indians play hosis
Australia Thursday. :

Davis Cup

Kafelnikov’s
forecast

BRISBANE. Sept 22: Yevgeny
Kafelnikov predicts Russia can
afford to "sacrifice" Saturday's
doubles and still beat an under-
strength Australia comfortably
in their Davis Cup semifinal
this weekend. reports AFP.

"l feel we're going to win both
singles on Friday, lose the dou-
bles on Saturday and I make
third point on Sunday, so we
win 3-1." the world No. 2 said

. Wednesday.

Kafelnikov also rubbished
the condition of ANZ Stadium's
grass court and questioned Aus-
tralian Davis Cup debutant
Wayne Arthurs' mental charac-
ter.

He said he would trounce the
28-year-old Arthurs and that
Russian No. 2 Marat Safin
would upset Lleyton Hewitt in a
battle of teenagers to grab a 2-0
lead on Friday night.

"l expect to beat both of them
because I'm playing well,"” said
the 25-year-old Russian.

"I have no other expectation
for myself than to win both
matches. And [ think Marat's

gﬂing to beat Hewitt on the first

ay.
"When the going gets t;:{t;%h,
Marat will tough it out.” el-

nikov added. "He has won his
last two Davis Cup matches by
staying mentally tough.”

Russian captain Shamil
Tarpishchev complained about
the grass court. '

"It's in a bad condition," said
Kafelnikov, suﬁ::ﬂng the court
had originally been prepared to
suit the games of Pat Rafter and
Mark Philippoussis and
changed once both players
pulled out injured.

TOKYO. Sept 22:
Monique Viele, a
l4-year-old mak-
ing her profes-
sional debut, ma-
' © de a first-round
exit Wednesday with a 6:3. 6-1
loss to lellow American .Jane
Chi at the 520.000 dollar
Toyota Princess Cup tennis
tournament, reports AP.
: I wasln'lul'aehing down at all.
was actua a ust to be
out there," Vigle SEE:IY j . b

‘It was tough just like play-
ing with my little sister,” said
the 25-year-old Chi, rarnked
69th in the world. "I didn't want
to lose, though.”

Viele, of West Palm Beach.
Florida. entered the tourna-
ment as a wild card after fight-
ing a legal battle challenging
the WTA rule barring players
aged 14 and under from playing
in its evenis.

The organisation governing

the top four tiers of world wom-

en’'s lennis tour amended in

June its rule to allow 14-year-
olds to receive one wild car into
WTA events.

"I think she presented about
20 per cent of her potential and
ability,” said Viele's coach, Rick
Macci. "When you are nervous,
then the movement goes. If she
would have been relaxed. she
might have won that match.”

e rain halted most of the
day's matches, but Viele and Chi
duelled for 80 minutes under
the closed roof of the Ariake
Colosseum.

The two plaﬁed evenly al the
start and tied the first set al 2-2.
before Viele's double-fault and a
couple of unforced errors cost
her the {ifth game.

A majority of Viele's [irst
serves either sailed long or
landed in the next. and she ner-
vously bounced the ball more
than a dozen times before serv-

Ing. Romain Martens, the chair
umpire, cautioned Viele on a
couple of occasions, and Viele
somewhat reduced the number

American Monique Viele plays forehand against Jane Chi

at the Princess Cup yesterday.

— AFP photo
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of bounces. .

Chi again broke Viele's serve
in the ninth game with her
punching a forehand approach
shot out' of Viele's reacﬁ and a
pair of unforced errors of Viele's
part. =

"The way she served, taking
a lot of time bouncing the bali.
kind of threw me out of rhythm
in the first set,: Chi said. "And |
ust tried to hang in there and

€ep il going because 1 knew
that sooner or later | would be
ah!el to hr!Eak her."

‘I read in the newspaper that
she has serves of up 1{? 1%?3 mph
!24[} kph).," said Chi. of Medid-
ian, ldaho. "She was a new
player. 1 didn't really know
anything aboul her. Just the
whnlE thing was a new experi-
ence.

While Chi and Viele were
playing, lop seeds of the tour-
nament, including Lindsay
Davenport and Monica Secles.
were watching the match. Both
Davenport and Seles, who have
first-round byes. were idle
Wednesday,

That's really nice that they
came and watched me play,”
Viele said. "I'm very, very happy
and hopefully someday 'l play
against them, too."

Viele said she chose the
Toyota Princess Cup from
among several offers because
she always wanted to come
Japan on her first trip abroad.

Macci saitl Viele may come
back to Tokyo in February to
play in a tournament.

Japan's lop player, Ai
Siutgiyvama, in her first match
since winning the mixed dou-
bles in the US Open, beat Tama-
rine Tanasugarn of Thailand 6-
3. 6-3. also reaching the second
round.

“There was no big pressure
US Open," said
Sugiyama, ranked 28th and
seeded eighth. "But singles is
different from mixed doubles."

In the second round,
Sugiyama takes on Chi.
In other first-round

matches, seventh-seeded Amy
Frazier of the United States
beatl South Korean Park Sung-
hee 6-1, 6-4, and Swiss qualifier
Miroslava Vavrinec eliminated
American Tara Snyder 6-1, 6-1.

Tatiana Panova of Russia
also advanced to the second
round by defeating Miho Saeki
of Japan 6-1, 6-1, while Aus-
tralian Nicole Pratt beat Meilen
Tu of the United States 6-3, 7-5.

Wayne to get biggies’ help

BRISBANE,Sept

22 Australian ca-
plain John New-
combe and No.1l
Patrick Rafter
will work on roc-

kie Wayne Arthurs to ensure he

is primed for Fri 's Davis
Cup tennis semifinal’ against
Russia here. reports AFP.

‘Newcombe has told Arthurs
of some of his own Davis Cup
nightmares as the 28-year-old
lelt-hander prepares for his
biggest tennis assignment on
the ANZ Stadium grass court.

Rafter, who is out of the tie
with a shoulder injury. will
also heég repare Arthurs, who
admitt e was still coming to
grips with his accelerated rise
to the national team.

"It's still pretty amazing for
myself -- | don't know where it's
come from," Arthurs said
Tuesday.

"I'm sitting here but | feel
like I'm still sitting out there at
the same time. It's a strange
feeling.

Al-Ahram squash

Egypt, Wales

reach finals

CAIRO, Sept 22: E
Wales upset Austiralia and
England on Tuesday, winning
their semifinal matches to ad-
vance to the finals of the Al-
Ahram World Team squash
championship, reporis AP.

Egypt defeated Australia 3-0,
and Wales overthrew England
2-1. The winners will compete
in the finals on Wednesday.

The results were unexpected.
as both England and Australia
were considered the favourites
in the tournament, in which
some 29 countries have taken
part.

pt and

"NewkK's given me a few anec-
dotes from past experience and
they've been clicking over in my
mind, and 1 really hope I can
take those into the match and
really focus on what he's heen
telling me and bring it out as a
positive thing. -

Newcombe told Arthurs how
he was overawed in his losing
Davis Cup debut in 1963, And it
won't be the last tale he hears
before he confronts world No.2
Yevgeny Kafelnikov on the first
day of the tie.

"Wayne's gradually absorb-
Ing it and as it gets near the tie
it's more time now for him to
picture what will happen out
there,"” Newcombe said.

"It's such a different feel --
its not a normal tennis match
because there will be 13.000
people there and 98 per cent of
them will be barracking for
Wayne. which is not an experi-
ence you go through as a player.

"Normally the crowd is 50-
50 so it's going to be a new feel-
ing and he will have to focus on
certain things so you're mot
caught up in the whole picture."
the captain said.

“There's ways to do that and
that's what we'll be focusing
or.” :

Arthurs' serve was the talk-
ing point of his surprise per-
formance at this vyear's
Wimbledon, where he was
beaten in the fourth round by
eventual runner-up Andre
Agassi.

"The court is tailor-made for
my game,” Arthurs said. "This
is probably a little bit quicker
than Wimbledon and staying a
bit lower, which is good for us.”

The Russians went through
Lheir second practice session
Tuesday with Marat Safin re-
ceiving special serve-and-vol-
ley treatment from left and
right-handed teammates work-
ing in tandem.

The 19-year-old Russian will
open his singles commitments
against Australian teenager
Lleyton Hewitt, who will take a
better grasscourt record into the
rubber.-

The opening day singles
draw order will be decided on
Thursday.

Ultra-marathon
- [
Girard arrives

L [ ]

in Australian

PERTH, Sept 22: French ul-
tra-distance runner Serge Gi-
rard has arrived here ready to
tackle one of the world's tough-
est athletic assignments -- the
4,000 kilometre run (2,484
miles) across Australia, reports
AFP.

Girard, 46, sets out on Friday
from an Indian Ocean beach at
Cottesloe in Perth, aiming to
become the [astest man to cross
the vast country to Sydney, on
the Pacific coast.

To be successful, he must av-
erage a punishing 86.9 kilome-
tres (54 miles) a day and reach
the 2000 Olympic Games city by
November 8.

His route will take him over
the desolate Nullarbor Plain in
the States of Western Australia
and South Australia.

Girard has twice completed
the North American crossing,
from Los Angeles to New York.
The second time, two years ago,
he set a new record for the 4,597
km (2855 miles) run of 52 days,
23 hours, 24 minutes,

In his latest venture, he will
be accompanied by three phys-
iotherapists, a logistician and a
French camera crew. ;

Explaining his love for ul-
tra-distance running. Girard
said: "It is my life. | am very,
very happy when | run. | really
come to terms with myself."
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Funny" |S|K|I|RITINJIAIBEMRIIIO] 49 Scull = BEING LATE, THE GROCERY BAGGER RISKS
host A MOE peEs = gﬂﬂf GETTING THE SACK. .

35 Genoal- 51c|a winv WIE[E member—__10day’s Cryptoquip Clue: G equals U __
chart ALAIARRAIWIN ; g% 53 Trouble- | e e
36 Para- SOW LSR8 laden ~  The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one letier stands
. (AILLIIT R EIRIOLS By EIMIL) ce- - foranother. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout the
phar1_1_aha GIE|T[ZJMSIE[NITIMIOIB gﬁ:n ‘puzzie. Single lefters, short words and words using an apostrophe
g Yesterday'sanswer U2 - gue you clues o locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.




