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Bangladesh cuts population growth

rate by half in 25 years

pangiadesh achieved re-
mar<able progress in contain-
itg hi%h g%ruwth of population
over the last two and a half
decades, with the growih rate
coming down to 1.6 per cent
from three per cent,

ihe current population in
¢ country is estimated (o be
»26 milllon with an annual
g7 “wili rate of 1.6 per cent while

By Staff Correspondent

“The population of
Bangladesh could reach be-
tween 200 and 250 million and
stabilise sometitnes around the
midddie of the next century.” he
said.

Four new-born ¢hildren are
being added ic ihe Bangladesh
population every minute, the
UNFPA represeniative sald re-
sporiding to a query. “Out of

ing attention of ihe world. he
said

"Because of this significanze
the UNFFA annual report was
titled, 'Six hLillion -~ A tme for
Choices .” fie said.

But Xu said reaching the six
Léllion-mark has both positive

mgﬁnfgaiwu aspecis, Anone
The negative anpects are highest
population growth rates in the
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Death toll CrOSSes _2_000

Strong quakes rock

Taiwan again

TAIPEI, Sept 22: Two strong
earthquakes struck Taiwan
early today as teams struggled
to rescue victims of an cven
more powerful tremor that
kilied more than 2000 people
on the island the day before, re-

| ports AP.

A new temblor rocked Tai-
wan at 8:14 am local time, its
epicenter near that of Tuesday's
xiller quake in mountains 200

countries, including the United
States, Israel, Singapore,
Japan, Turkey and Russia. were
arriving to help. -

Most of the island's 22 mil-
lion people were asleep when
the quake struck in the wee
hours Tuesday, forcing people
in just their underwear or pa-
jamas out ol homes that were
smashed or left Lilting wildly.

* Most of the deaths sccurred

_ _ U . s south of the capital

in 1973 it was only 74 million . four one is born in very poor  pooresi countries, having over ki!nm_f:trﬁ sout : pital. 1, Nantou County. where 770
withh a three per ':':rent growth condition with severe mainu- 40 (Per cent of under-age people Taipei, l.tgf Ce{ntra! weﬂ”}ef Bu- eople were killeg. and neigh-
iate agcordine to the annual trition.” . . in 62 countries in f"i.-f:[.“i!, ﬁsifa reau said. A less powerful one Enuring Taichun County.
report of the United Nations According io the report HIV:  and Latin America and prevall-. followed about half an hour” here more than %m} people
Supulation Fund (UNFPAL and AIDS became the forth . ing highest rates of maternal later. died.

The population report.
Fihl was released yesterday at
u s ess conference in the capi-
‘al, saicd the world population
will reach six billion this
Uctober. The UNFPA wiil for-
mally cheerve October 12 as
‘the day of 5 hillion™ through-
ok e world.

Presenting the report at the
wess briefing al Jatlya Press
1o, the UNFPA country repre-
seatative  in Bangladesh
shityan Xu sald although
cerngladest successfully con-
"Eibed  bigher population
2owi b 1ate over the years. its
vadaistion is unlikely Lo be
atilised belore the middle of
TN MEINNTY

most cominon cause of deaih
woridwide. It is now the leading
cause oi tdealh 'n Aliica. As
many as i1 persens are being
infected with the diseases in ev-
ery minuie, Over half of thoss
intected are youiig below the age
of 24,

Other sexually transmitted
diseases are also dispropor-
tionately found in younger men
and women, making a serious
public health problem,

Xu said that the main objec-
tive of observing "the day of 6
biilion™ was 1o creale awareness
amoig all and remind thein of
future responsibilities.

Reaching the six biliion-
mark is a milestone for draw-

maortality.

“The poorest countrics also
heve the worst reproduciive
health and Jowest raies of fam-
dy planning use.” he noted.

Amaong the positive aspects,
thie UMNFPA represent:tive
noted that health care and edu-
catlon system in Aslan African
and Latin American countoies
have inproved a lot,

The lectility rale of those
countries has fallen by half
sinee 1963 The rate of Haviing
children vy 2 womasn decliner
o below thiee irom simicst six

Assisloit representelives of
UNFPA i Bangladesh Tahera
Ahmed aud Nural isigrn oo

‘alse preserd at the covirren -
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S activists
ransack hotel at
Hakshi Bazar
By Stall Correspondent
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Rebels kill 5
soldiers in
Tripura
AGARTALA, India, Sept 22

S womam

Strike continus
at JU., 5tud§;:ﬂi_f::’
rally today
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rally at Paltan Maidan in the city yesterday.
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Growth zone needed to increase

-~ Star photo !

trade, investment
T'wo-day international dialogue concludes

Hoit! claps, academdcs and
Iepeca Business leaders at an
mterngianal dialogue yester
daw e wived that a growth zone
Wik DCCeSSETY 10 increase frade
A goaveniment.
nopresentatives of ESCAP.
Al dejerates from Bhutan,

By Staff Correspondent

erit regicns ol South Asia pre-
sicle over a colivctive potential
whose full realisation will only
be accessible through co-opera-
ticn with the ramework of a
growth zone2 in the Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Myanmar and

proposed growth zone.

"Common pgoal of the zone is
10 economic prasperity of the
people of the region and India
has very significant role te
play.” he added.

George Verghese, Advisor of
Centre lor Policy Research, In-

|
|

The fresh quakes triggered
massive mudslides and cracked
one of Taiwan's largest reser-
voirs. Residents in both areas
were urged lo evacuate their
Liomes.

Today's quakes aiso were felt
in Taipei, shaking buildings
and sending many frightened
citizens out of their homes and
into the streeis again,

The quakes, willi magni-
hudes ¢f 6 8 and 6. 1. were arnong
«pe more than 2,000 -alter-
shocks from Tuesday's 7.6 tem-
blor, which lefl people reeling
and rescuers working aroung
the s lock to save buried victims.

The teams were finding more
bodies than survivors as they
bored into collapsed houses and
high-rise apartment complexes
acrnoss central Talwan.

Rescue crews from many

Fresh argument in
Humayun Zahir

Most buildings in the hard-
hit countries were left standing,
although those that collapsed
were mainly new high-rises,

A report [rom Los Angeles
adds: Engineers and seismolo-
ﬁists from around the world are

ying to Taiwan to find out why
some buildings failed while
others survived Tuesday's
earthquake. -

Like other deadly quakes in
recent _lyears, the Taiwan disas-
ter will be studied with an e
toward revising existing build-
ing codes so that future con-
struction and retrofits better
withstand jolts, experts said.

In civil engineering, the
lield is our laboratory — and ev-
ery earthguake is our labora-
tery,” said Les Youd, a professor
at Brigham Young University.
"My guess is we're going to learn
some very imporiant lessons
from these quakes.”

Though Lthe scope of the dev-
astation in Taiwan is not full
known, experts believe it wi

: | | - Nepal region.
v | 9 ¥ iEF dkrelt 1!.. i e by ; % 2 i v wi i ¥ j
: Fegs | Suspecied separatist guerilias Ei?ﬁ ?gn:*:i}:;?ig ﬁ:;*ﬂ;_: £k : “rf':l_; i it Mepal and Myanmar and in his paper on "Growth dia, underscored the need for M d C nﬂta]?:gpirga %r[ll{mt ﬂfwt]ilsre ltl{]
J g BCL activisls of  ghot dead live paramilitary fmfrth L*stwui'vl; Ao tadn. | fessurce persons from the  Zanes in Soulh Asia: Potential better usage of water resources YViUTaer dsSE gﬂuntrir:s fiion Eﬁdem buildi
bol o o aaaah yansacked a soldiers In India's remote due th éiriké'rnjtb}té;:'L;-ﬁ:u-j;‘. Proongpines, Singapore and  and Frasibility” Prof Rehman =~ of the region to help derive ' ne

fetel and took away Tk ten
wiousand from ils cash box al
Hakshi Bazar in the city's Lal-
aegh area yesterday afterncon
Police and witnesses safd
ML alr Hossain, general secre-
vify 0f BCL. Aliya Madraszsah
i went fo.hetel Movuri for
bt Monir had an alterca-
1% Wit Wajed All, manager o
tne notel on payment of bill.

i2 boay asks NBR

northeastern state of Tripura
today ahead of parliamentary
elections in the region. defence
officials said.

Rain delays
anti-mosquitc
drive

By Svecial Correspondent
Torrential rains kepl the
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studenis demandineg with-
drawal ol enhanced sinnssion
fee. yoneris UINB.

O CEASSEes or examinaficns
were held. and ithe Adiinisina.
tive Building was nul winder lack
and key.

The varsily wenioes o
edained oll the roads Saiie
carrying ol studenis om oui
side the campus du= g (he
strike calwd by Enhaniied e
Withdrawa! Covigl

Sl W - ——ry wmlT S

Malaysia participated at the
two-day dialogue on “Growth
Zones i South Asia: What Can
We Leari: from Seuth East Asia”
teid 1t the eity’s CIRDAP Audi-
T,

The Centre for Poliey Dia-
ean HOPD) ardanised the dia-
are gt gasociation with ES.
TR :

Speak ng al the conchiniing
2es2ion as the chief guiest
Lenureroe and lndustries Min:

said thal the possibility for
transforming the economic for-
tunes of the eastern region of
South Asia were no pipe dream
but drew its inspiration from
ihe integratiiig influence of ge-
ography which had invested
this region with a wealth of

n=taral resources locked up in -

the waters of the Ganges-
Lrahmaputra-Meghna (GMB)
basin and the mineral and agri-
cutiural wealth ol the area

maximum benefits and having
conunon approach.

“We also need to think of a
world class port. Then you need
a world class investment there.
Utherwise. potential of the re-
gion canngl be used.”

He identified some other ar-
eas for cocperation including
hydro- electricity genzration,
transport, navigation and agri-

cuiture,

Prof Mozatfar Ahmed of In-

on Oct 3

By Court Correspondent
The Metropolitan Sessions
Jufége'_s Court, Dhaka vesterday
fixed Ociober.3 for fresh argu-
mertt in the sensational Huma-
yunt Zahii murder case.
Humayun Zahir. a leadin
busirniessimman and Chairman o
United Commercial Bank Limi-
ted (UCBL) was murdered by a
%mup of miscreants at his

codes similar to those in Cali-
fornia, Japan and other guake-
prone regions. But the Turkey
disaster showed that the best
codes in the world ar: worthless
unless inspectors eniorce them.

Shoddy consiruction and
design were q..ckly Dlamed in
Turkey and coi . have played a
role in Tai- 4. In an earth-
quake, a ivistake like mixing
too much waier in cement be-
fore it i= ured can have catas-
trophic -onsequences.

i N i 25 A . saer Toinil Ahtned said "If we  which served both to vrufy thiz  stitule of Business Administra- hanmondi residene -
- aien Ok O R . _ _ : : e ! i Thi s ence on April :
REmQVE Cﬂmptlﬂn, Ejj;‘;if;r;;‘?ﬁgﬂlﬁ;ﬂﬂnq!HS:T} sk gl ..FFEJH::}EIHEL. NA S Be 100 tne L-Tﬂ]}l‘.‘;‘.’!xﬁﬁi ra;w},h Z0ne, Er&a ang to provide its resource ﬂ?“ Eﬁiﬁ-l ;’;’ﬂbhﬂ?#ﬁii ?ﬂtﬂﬂaﬂhg A 1093 : g E o S . f s
Sl . kgl 2 e st of 4 ekt guson the copnpus wnd SWEIH D0niry wi nefit from 25, 3 ST & POHEIC — oA Father-in-law of G ] ' i
ll‘l't‘gulmtles ?ﬁf };‘;ﬁ'n;,f;“?ﬁ;‘r‘“gﬂrﬁidﬁg;c; 2 stdestis rlly whil be hetd oy | that ” Poiniing tc the tranship- economic rationality, ZahiEr. flit & toce wiﬁ?%i};:n & <el ite ter
A B ’ iront of the VC cffice tonorrow 1

from tax admin

A pariiamentarﬁ bady ves-
t

Ades mosqultoes in Elephant
Read 2rea vesterday.
Thiree children from the area

to realise the demand.

If we look inlo the maiter
=conomically. not politically,
Zangladesh will appear to be in
an advantageous position and

ment issue. he emphasized on
reaching consensus about it and
initiating inteliectinal debate on
the issue.

Citing example of Interna-
tional Jute Organisation ([L0O),
he said politicians of ihe region
could not solve a probiem of a

mondi police on the same day,
accusing seven persons in-
cluding Aktheruzzaman Chow-

for murder
in Barisal

terdav directed e Nation st were {ested positive, prompting B "TE S o e S e b b TERNET . ‘ Al dhury Babu. Police submitted
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“if vou believe in globalisation,
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Five pariiainentary watchdog  phant Road today”, he said. They put-up barricade at ieusly thinking  tade regime. iinkage of infras 5 Additional District and Sessio-

on finance at its meeting
yesterday stressed the need for
expanding the tax base, bring-
ing reiorms in tax,

Apart from that. the sched-
uled citywide anti-mosquilo
drive would also be launched
today.

about 11:30 am demanding
schedule for election to the
Chandpur Government Univer-
sity College Students Union.

........
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Jamaat-e-Islami held a rally on the street along the Purana Paltan-Dainik Bangla stretch

about bilzteral negotiations.
He pointed out that
Bangladesh and Nepal were go-
ing to 31 scon for further tariff
ity 5]
C¥D  Chairman  Prof
Rehman Sobhan said that east-

iructure of the participating
countiries were important for
developing a growth zone.

BNFP advisor Rezaul Karim
suggested thal as China had
common border it should be in-
cluded to bring balance in the

nayan Parishad, said that a
?u icy framework was needed
or establishing the growth
Zone,

“We need to standardise the
norms and practices, harmoni-

See page 11 Col 3

BSF kills

From page 1
posed a flag uieeting, but B5F
did not give any reply atl that
time.
Later, a meeting was held be-
tween 34 Rille Battalion Com-
mander Lt Co! Maksudul Hag

and 62 B5F Hattallon Com-.

mander 55 Wuitani The bodies
and ihe njured BDR men were
returned after the meeting.

Direcior General of
Bangladesh Rifies Major Gen-
eral Azizur Rahman visited the
Zahurpurtek BOP at about 1 pm
today and was apprised of the
si{vaiion,

B5S adds: Bangladesh today
lodged a strnn% gmtest for Lhe
killing of two BDR jawans.

The government also express
the hope that India would issue
urgent instructions . to BSF to
cease activities that goes
against the friendly relations
between the two countries.

total of 22 people inciuding
three BDR jaivans were killed in
BSF firing this vear. BDR
sources said yesterday. Besides,
34 others including three BDR
men were injured. BDR lost its
first jawan in BSF firing a few
weeks ago at Jamalpur Border
oulpost (BOP)

indian High Commissioner
to Bangladesh Deb Mukhariee
was summaonesd to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MOFA] this
aternoon and banded over a
note of protest.

~This is the second time in
four days that the Indian High
Commissioner was suminoned
to the Foreign Office.

The Indian envoy was earlier
summeoned on September 19 to
protest the kil in%] of two
civilianis along the border in
Thakurgaon

The Indian High Commis-
sioner told acling foreign secre-

two BDR jawans

would immediately convey the
contents of the protest note to
his government. He also ex-
pressed his firm desire to main-
tain friendly tiss with
Bangladesh,

Early this month represen-
latives of ihe Indian High
Commission in the cily were
sununoned to the Foreign Office
to lodge protest over Muhurnir
Char and other border inci-
dents,

ns Judge Shahed Nuruddin sent
the case to the High Court,
seeking it's opinion. The entire
proceedings in this case were
performed in the Additional
District and Sessions Judge's
Court.

The High Court directed the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge,
Dhaka to take up the case from
Nuruddin's Court and dispcse it
as per law and procedure.

AL presidium
meeting today

A meeting of the Awami
League presidium will be held at
the party's central office in the
city today, reports UNB.

Acting President of the
party, Amir Hossain Amu will
preside over the meeting, said a
press release,

Monir Talukder, Alam Taluk-
der, Manik Talukder, Abul Ta-
lukder, Soharab, Nantu, You-
suf, Jainal., Zakir, Abdur Ra-
zzak, Kalam.Howlader, Arif,
Jamal. Yousuf, Babul Howlader
and Jafar Sarder. All belong to
the same family.

The prosecution in briefl* the
accused brutally killed one
Abdul Mannan of Khodahak-
shkathi village in Bakergan
thana of the district on Avzust
2. 1996 as a sequel to previous
enmity over a land dispute,

Abdus Sobhan, twether of
Abdul Mannan. file2 a murder
case with the -Bakerganj thaua
accusing 18 peaople.

Police alter proper investi-
gation submitted chargeshi=et
against them.

The judge after examining
the witnesses and records pro-
nounced the verdict.

int the city yesterday, causing a terrible traffic chaos in the area. — Star photo With the latest casualties, a  tary Mohiuddin Ahmed that he
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LF and TC-BJP combine

CALCUTTA. Sept 22: The
electoral batlle in West Bengal
is likely to be limited between
CPI-M-led Left Front and the
Trinamool Congress-BJP com-
bine despite the presence of

tion has sharply changed and
the vote share of Congress

contesting the polls for the firsi
time in 1998, TC had secured
24 .43 per cent votes while its
electoral ally BJP had gained
4.15 per cent as the party's vole
percentage had increased to

their differences over seat shar-
ing, this time the combine, de-

absent in the last election.

BJP leaders including Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
and Sushma Swaraj were slated
to campaign for Trinamool
Congress candidates. Selting

pronounced her party's support
to Vajpayee as its prime minis-

X:

ar 1999

4 E/8-A, Rokeya

rant, Ground Floor, _

AER YRR waneR mzm' RAETALTA T Congress candidates in all 42 10.20 from 6.05 per cent in aside her initial reservation. =
R s aE orfes TiasE W%mmwﬂm Lok Sabha seats of the state, re- 1997. J TC leader Mamnata Banerjee No. GL B" ;‘.;j_. l”- lﬂ Nagar, ;;-;
v : - PN ports PTI. They say that unlike 1998 also agreed to hold a few meet- RCHE ' ik
1 ﬂ% TE TR AEAHE 98 e IE @R With the emergence of TC- when’l%and BJP even fought a ings in constituencies where
i=ipm 20-0b-30 3t TRy wEre An-05-32%L Sy s1fm BJP alliance last vear the Jit- friendly coniest ne = EI.Jg P candidates are in the fray. g 11 o
o y riendly con in o con Y AR
T Fafe 371 2203 | TS 4 IR0 1% sl ey s ical polarisation in the red bas-  stituency failing to resolve Banerjee, who repeatedly Fape i ad [SIB“

h , Targeting Poverty)

&% Wﬁm W which had gone over 40 per cent spite initial hiccups, has a terial candidate. is defending
b8 - b in 1996 election, had come comparatively smooth going. him against the charge of com-
. ;IT to ]|ust 152?1 in 1998 wﬂhf . TC fielded candidates in 28 muna idsm brought by the Marx-
4 Fai = B At . —— > ‘massive negative swing o constituencies and extended ists and Congress. of g e s g 0
g . Editor - Mahﬁll Anm 24.93 per cent against it. - support to expelled CPI-M Analysts g.-say that the Con- o H 7
blished by the Editor from Ci Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail There was a marginal nega-  leader Natabar Bagdi, contest- gress' fortunes may further de- Phone : 9559014 57499 (PABX)
Dhaka-1000 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd.. 52 Motijheel C.A., Dhaka- | live swing of about two per cent ing as an independent from cline with the desertion of a :

against the Left Front too last
year.

Bankura and left the remaining
13 seats to BJP.

number of prominent party

Fax : 9562246

Fax N Election analyst h Another f h Deman b A e E-mail : sibl@bdonline.com
ax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3257 Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA 011 analysts se:iy that nother factor, they say, namool camp. At least four 2 : :
Internet editi _ 35 ~ | the TC-BJP combine had bene- which might help the combine Congress MLAs including se- _ el L e S e Y
eyt dlmﬂﬂum hitp./fwww dailystarnews.com and Email | fited maost from it is its decision to hold joipt  nior party leader Subrata | | '

Statistics -indim:_ltm:]_ that

campaign which was largely
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