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A woman checks out election information on the Internet

at a stall decorated with caricatures of Congress (I) Party
President Sonia Gandhi and her rival from the BJP,

Sushma Swaraj, on the opening day of Asia's largest an-

nual Internet exhibition

"India Internet World 99",

Wednesday. The month-long staggered elections are cur-
rently underway in the world's largest democracy.

— AFP photo

Rescue-teams concentrate on reachi

. PULIL, Taiwan, Sept 22: The

first international rescuye
workers omg the scene of
Taiwan's Kkiller earthquake

quickly worked across moun-
tains of rubble Wednesday,
Fauﬁing only for signs of the
iving, reporis AFP.

Using sonar equipment, dogs
and heat detectors, three teams
of Japanese disaster specialists
stepped gingerly over piles of
concrete and %laas testing each
destroyed building in what re-
mained of Puli, a small town in
central Taiwan nearest to the

epicentre of Tuesday's earth-

gquake.

Dressed in bright red over-
alls and wearing hard hats,
they stooped down in the hope
of catching any dim cries for
help from below the mangled
and twisied debris.

If no indication of life came
quickly, the call would go out to
move on. The hundreds of hod-
ies they passed over could wait
for later,

For relatives waiting for the
rescuers to examine their col-
lapsed homes, confirmation of

their worst fears came when
charity workers following the’

leams handed out "ghost
money” to be burned for the
dead to take with them.
Outside in nearby Ching
Liao. a large blue awning had
been erected. under which lines
of bodies pulled out by
Talwanese leams were laid out
covered in blankets.
Distraught relatives
searched for their loved ones,
some collapsing from griel and
having Lo be helped away.
Others burnt offerings. silently

bidding farewell to the spirits of

the dead,
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Quake 1n Taiwan: 3000 still trapped under rubble

Troops were carrying in bags
of rice and sugar, slung over
their shoulders.

In a school vard, tents and
awnings had been hastily slung
up to provide shelter for some of
the tens of thousands left home-
less, Mothers and children lay
dazed on simple rush mats,
quietly staring into the dis-
lance.

Others clambered over the
ruins, seeking what treasured
possessions they could pull
from the rubble. But for many
there was nothing left. The pos-
sessions of a liletime wiped out
in a few seconds. _

A series ol huge aftershocks
on Wednesday morning pan-
icked those who had survived,
clinging to each other as Lhey
desperately looked around
then for shelter.

On the streets. doctors set up
lemporary clinics to give badly-
needed jabs with [ears that dis-
ease and infection could soon
sel in il services were nol re-
stored and bodies left in the
open. Nearby mortuaries were
filled within hours Tuesday:.

UN sends coordinating

rescue team to Taiwan

The United Nations has sent
a team to Taiwan to Lelp find
survivors of a devaslating
earthquake after China ap-
proved the initiative, a UN
spokesman said Wednesday.

"The decision was taken after
close consultation (with
China),” Jamel Ben Yahmed
said.

The United Nations re-

uested China's approval for
the mission as it recognises Bei-
{ing‘a sovereignty over the is-
and state,

Two members of the Office of
Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs in Geneva and four ex-
peris from Denmark, Finland,
Norway and Sweden were sent
to Taipei, he added.

The UN officials were to co-
ordinate the work of teams
from around the world involved
in the search and rescue effort.

Britain. Germany, Japan,
Singapore, Switzerland and the
United States have sent experts
to Taiwan and aid has been
promised by China, France, Is-
r5-' the Philippines, Spain,
wuliid: . orea and Thailand.

Taipe2i hails China’s

help offer

Taiwan on Wednesday hailed
China's offer of help in its
earthquake rescue operations
as a possible "new beginning” in
their strained relations.

Chinese President Jiang
Zemin on Tuesday pledged "any
possible assistance,” to Taiwan,
saying the people of island and
the mainland were as "close as
flesh and blood.”

China's Red Cross followed
up the pledge Wednesday, offer-
ing 100,000 US dollars in funds
and 60,500 doillars of equip-
ment.

"We appreciate concerns
from Chinese President Jiang
Zemin on the huge earthquake
which attacked us and his offer
of humanitarian aid,” said Su
Chi;, chairman of the cabinet-
level Mainland Affairs Council.

Killer quake may cost

Taiwan $ 3b in damage

The largest earthquake to hit
Taiwan this century may have
caused damage of more than
100 billion Taiwanese dollars

(3.14 billion US), a top official
estimated Wednesday.

The quake, measured at 7.6
on the Richter scale, left 1,712
people dead and 4,005 injured
and toppled at least 1,700 build-
ings in the island, he said ac-
cording to latest official esti-
mates.

"The earthquake may have
led to losses that may top 100
Taiwan billion dollars," said
Liu Tai-ying. chairman of the
ruling Kuomintang's powerful
Business Management Commit-
tee.

Scientists warn more

quakes set to hit

Seismologists who predicted
an imminent deadly earth-
quake for Taiwan warned
Wednesday they were surprised
by the location of the largest
tremor this century and that
they ted two more shatter-
ing strikes,

"We were almost sure in our
prediction that the big quake
was to hit Chiayi county in-

stead of Nantou," said Shannon
Lee. a professor at Natioral
Taiwan University of Science
and Technology.

With the major quake cycle
for Chiayi county, in the
southwest, estimated at 30 to 50
years, Chiayi was widely pre-
dicted to be the next target tor a
‘big tremor: it was last hit by a
quake of over 7.0 on the Rich'er
scale in 1941, killing 358 pco-
ple.

Scientists are also watching
a faultline in Miaoli county

which has a large quake cycle of

around 70 years. In 1935, a
uake measuring 7.1 kill=d

276 people in nearby Kuan-

taoshan.
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Weeping relatives carry a victim Wednesday who was
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pulled out from collapsed buildings in Nantou destroyed in
the earthquake that hit Taiwan early Tuesday. At least
1,712 people were killed and 4,005 people were injured
with 3,807 people still trapped after the earthquake that

measured 7.3 on the Richter scale. *

— AFP photo

‘Exit polls may subvert
fair voting in India’

NEW DELHI, Sept 22 : A
plethora of election polls is
subverting fair voting in the
world's largest democracy. In-
dian political parties and me-
dia analysts warned Wednes-
day, reports AFP.

The Hindu nationalist BJP
party of Premier Atal Behari
Vajpayee and the main opposi-

tion Congress accuse each other

of stage-managing opinion and

exit polls to show themselves as

victors.
The polls' findings diverge
wildly.

While some predict the BJP
will win the most seats, others
claim the Congress, which was
ousted from power in 1996.after
ruling India for about 40 years,
will emerge as the single largest
party.

N. Bhaskar Rao, director of
the Centre for Media Studies,
sald many of the current sur-
veys were "motivated with a to-
tal lack of transparency” and
“conducted by people who are in

11 die in road mishap

the payroll of parties.”

he numerous polls, aired
during the marathon, month-
long national elections which
are due lo end early Oclober,
will "thwart Iree and fair elec-
tions and harm the democratic
process,” said Rao, who con-
ducted India's first election poll
nearly 30 years ago.

"Most pre-poll surveys cre-
ated a sympathy wave for the
underdog -- that 1is the
Congress." he said, adding that
subsequent exit polls, most of
which put the BJP far out in
front. would affect voting pat-
terns. ;

"The exit polls are reinforc-

iﬂg the winner, h}l’ g‘i“ﬂ_ﬂg Deilesas
ordinately high margin of vic-

tory."
 The sudden flurry of polls in
the past week followed a
Supreme Court ruling against a
ban by the Election Cominis-
sion on the publication and
broadcast of election surveys,
On Tuesday, an exil poll on

in S Africa:

Eleven people were killed when a bus and a truck collided near
the South African town of Prince Albert, 350 kilometres

northeast of Cape Town early

reports from Cape Town, South

esterday, police said, AFP
rica.

Rain in Central America kills 17:

Seventeen people were killed, seven were missing and some

9.000 were evacuated due to the heavy

rains that pummeled

Central America in the past week, according to the latest tolls
released Tuesday. AFP reports from San Jose, Central America.

While the rains abate

in Honduras and EL Salvador and in-

creased in intensity in Costa Rica. all of Central America re-

. mained on high alert Tuesday.

LLawmakers fail to
limit Yeltsin's
power to sack PM

MOSCOW, Sept 22 : Russian
lawmakers failed in a bid
Wednesday to limit President
Boris Yeltsin's powers to sack
his prime minister, reports
AFP.

Deputies in the State Duma,
lower house of parliament, were
unable to muster enough votes
to pass a constitutional
amendment that would force
the president to seek parlia-
mentary approval for any rmove
to sack the government.

The chamber, dominated by
Yeltsin's political opponents,
voted 221 to 65 in favour of the
change, but the figure was well
below the 300 votes needed to
take the measure forward.

A second attempt 1o force the
bill through, instigated by the
leftist Agrarian party, also
failed 240-57.

The current Russian cabinet

O killed, 16 hurt

in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Sept 22: Nine
people including four ultras,
two security personnel and two
employees of national hydro-
electric power corporation
(NHPC). were killed and 16 oth-
ers wounded in militancy-re-
lated incidents in Kashmir val-
ley since Monday, an official
spokesman said here today. re-
ports PTI.

A militant was arrested and
another laid down his arms be-
[ore the security forces, while
ultras abducted a person in the
valley ducking the period. the
spokesman said. - -

chief. Vladimir
Yellsin's fifth prime minister
inn 18 months. Tenure has often
been as short as the president's
approval rating was low.

- Yeltsin sacked Viktor Cher-
nomyrdin, his premier of five
years, in March 1998, saying he
wanted to give reform a fresh
boost. Chernomyrdin was re-
placed by young reformer Sergei
Kiriyenko who lasted until Au-
gust 23, 1998, when he was dis-
missed following the financial
crisis of that month,

Yevgeny Primakov,
Kiriyenko's successor. lasted
until May 12 this year when he
[ell victim to his soaring popu-
larity and the president's noto-
rious jealousy ol his own politi-
cal position.

Novice premier Sergei
Stepashin, Yeltsin's loyalist in-
terior minister, was drafted in
to replace the former spymaster

but he lasted only until August
9,

Putin, is

Observers say Stepashin was
abruptly sacked after failing to
unite centrists behind him in a

olitical movement to chal-
en%e Moscow Mavor Yury
Luzhkov. a potential presiden-
tial candidate who is seen as an
anti-Kremlin figure.

Deputies have several times
in the past attempted to clip
Yeltsin's wings but backed down
at the last minute fearing tthe
president would dissolve par-
liament and call early elec-
tions.

Russia is currently gearing
up for parliamentary elections
on December 19 in which anti-
Kremlin groups are expected to
poll strongly.

the private NDTV network said
of the 344 seats where elections
had been held so far, Prime
Minister
would win 213 seats and the
Congress party would trail far
behind with 90.

NDTV said it had surveyed

about 120,000 voters in 127
constituencies spread across a
dozen states.

On the same day, another
exit poll conducted by the
Marathi-language newspaper
Lokmat said the BJP would win
109 seats while the Congress
would get 139 seats. { was
on a sample of 5.000 voters in
67 constifuencies. B
bicker over which polls are ac-
curate, '

Kapil Sibal, a spokesman for
the Congress party. claimed the
NDTV poll was clearly slanted.

"What Kkind of organisation
is conducting the polls? What
kit of sirvey is being carried
out? We have no idea," he said.

Vajpayee's party |

ased

ties. natﬁralj,}f. kb
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first day of planned daily mass protests a

his regime.

Thousands of Yugoslavian op

position supporters mingle in front of Vojvedina's parliament
building in Novi Sad, late Tuesday after more than 10,000 people came to protest for the

gainst Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic and

— AFP photo

| Lanka' s minogi

UN warns Tamil Tigers
of war crimes charges

COLOMBO, Sept 22 : A senior
UN official has warned Sri
Lanka's Tamil rebels they could
be charged with war crimes and
castigated Tamil politiclans for
backing violent ethnic struggle,
reports AFP.

The United Nations Special
Rapporteur on Violence Against
Women. Radhika Coomaras-
wamy said Tuesday that it was
time that Tamil society told its
leaders that the killing of
unarmed ecivillans was a war
crime.

"In this era of international
tribunals this should be abun-
dantly clear,” Coomaraswamy,
who is Tamil. said in an article
published in the Island news-
paper on Wednesday.

she said the failure of Sri

ourn the assass on of

moderate Tamil lawmakeér Nee-
lan Thiruchelvam could mean
complicity and indifference but
also fear and terror.

'l have interviewed many
victims of war. Silence is (heir
first reaction. The greater the
horror, the greater the silence."

she wrote.

“The Tamil leadership in all
its wvariety has been single
minded in its pursuit of ethnic
Tamil nationalism through the
use of armed violence, Has this
strategy worked?

"We (Tamils) claim that this
has given us dignity. Has it?
The majority of our people are
now in diaspora and not in
their "homeland’, eking out a
living in some part of the globe.

"Their children will soon be
second generation migrants
and will assimilate. | was on a

lane with a Sri Lankan Tamil

oy who sFuke neither English
nor Tamil - he only spoke
French."

She said Sri Lankan Tamils
were 1now treated as outcasts in

- every alrperi in- the aworld. An

estimated 500,000 to one mil-
lion Sri Lankan Tamils have
left the country since 1983,

Her remarks came three days
after suspected Tamil Tiger
guerrillas. led by women fight-
ers. butchered 54 ethnic Sin-
halese in the east of the country.

Pak opposition
vows to defy ban

on public meet -

-1in Karachit

KARACHI, Sept 22 : The Pak-
istani opposition’'s mukti-
alliance Tuesday vowed to hold
an anti-government rally this
week in defiance of an official
ban, reports AFP.

Leaders and workers of the
Grand Democratic Alliance
(GDA). %rnuplng 19 religious
and political parties, has
ﬁlnnned to stage a rally in

arachi on Saturday. GDA
leader Nisar Khoro told re-
porters.

The rally would be its second
since the September 11 gather-
ing was dispersed by riot police
in the volatile Sindh province
of which Karachi is the capital.

Rejecting the ban as undemo-
cratic, Khoro said: "We will reg-
ister our protest against the fa-
sicst government, and if there
are attempts to stop us then it
should be ready to face public
reaclion.” ,

The alliance, including for-
mer premier Benazir Bhutto's
Pakistan Peoples' Party (PPP),
ethnic-based Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM) and cricket
star-turned politician Imran
Khan's Movement for Justice,
has launched a campaign to
oust Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil.

L ]
‘No clear signs of
- W
arsenic poison
L]
in Anwar’

RUALA LUMPUR, Sept 22 :
There were no clear signs that
jailed Malaysian ex-deputy
Ezemlf:r Anwar Ibrahim has

en poisoned with arsenic, a
hospital authority said in re-
marks published Wednesday,
reports AFP.

Anwar however, remains in
hospital for other unrelated
health problems, National
University Hospital director
Khalid dul Kadir told the
Malay-language Utusan
Malaysia. _

"So far, there has been no
signs that Anwar is gravely ill
or that he needed intensive
care. He also did not show an
clear signs that could establis
he was indeed poisoned with ar-
senic,” Khalid said.

He stressed this did not mean
that Anwar was not poisoned
but added that "Anwar is
healthy and his health is not
worrying.”

Another daily cited Khalid as
saying a new set of samples of
Anwar's fingernails, urine, hair
and blood had been sent for
testing in Australia, Britain
and Malaysia's Institute of Nu-

| clear Research,

More votes thanr voters in Bihar

NEW DELHI, Sept 22 : India's
Bihar state is once again livin
up to its bad-boy image, wit
polling stations reporting voter
turnout of more than 100 per
cent in last weekend's general
elections. reports AFP.

The independent Election
Commission said Wednesday it
had ordered a probe into how.
the number of ballots cast in
several areas had managed to
exceed the number of registered
voter's.

The irregularities surfaced
amic charges levelled by De-
fence Minister George Fernan-
des that bogus ballot papers
printed in Calcutta had poured

into Bihar, ahead of polling last
Saturday in 19 of the state's 54
parliamentary constituencies.

Uday Singh Kumawat, the
returning oflicer in Nawada
constituency in central Bihar,
complained Monday that
turnout was larger than the to-
tal number of volers in at least
four polling stations.

"Just about everything is
possible here." admitled Bihar's
Chief Electoral Officer A.K.
Basu. :

‘It is a clear dereliction of
duty on the part of the returnin
officers and | have ordere
them to recount the votes once
again and report back to me.”

Basu told AFP by telephone
from the state capital, Patna.

According to Kumawat, 940
votes were polled in station
number seven when the actual
number of volers in the district
was only 931.

Similarly, in Hisua polling
station only 530 ballot papers
were |ssued but 580 votes were
registered.

The chief election official
said "a ballot-to-ballot” ac-
counting had to be conducted
before a repoll could be ordered.

"The politicians here are

_ scoundrels so one can expect

anything from them.” Basu

said.

Top general rules out g‘round
invasion of Chechnya

MOSCOW, Sept 22 : A top
Russian general on Wednesday
ruled out an immediate ground
invasion of Chechnya, saying it
would cost the lives of too many
soldiers and mobilise the
Chechen population against
Moscow, reports AFP.

"We have no plans to enter
Chechen territory,” Deputy In-
terior Minister Igor Zubov told
a press briefing. He dismissed
as "lies" reports that Russian
forces had done so in the past.

"I we enter Chechen terri-
tory then the Chechen popula-
tion may unite against Russian

lorces.” he said. adding that it
was theoretically possible”
that up to 30,000 Chechens
would enlist should the Rus-
sians invade, he said.

"An invasion will lead to a
reat loss of life. The tactics we
ave chosen now are correct

and working." he added.

Russian Prime Minister
Vladimir Pulin has ordered
some 30,000 federal troops to
the border with Chechnva in an
effort to isolate guerrillas who
have on two occasions crossed
into neighboring Dagestan.

Interfet warns Timor militias

Australia seeks new role in Asia after Timor crisis

DILI. East Timor. Sept 22 ;
The mutilated body of a western

journalist was found Wednes-

day as the commander of the
multinational forces warned
militias were going on the of-
[ensive angered by the joy
which greeted his troops, re-
ports AFP.

The celebrating refugees who
flooded into Dili Tuesday after
the peacekeepers secured the
capital had angered the pro-
Jakarta militias. Major Gen-
eral Peter Cosprove,

‘There have been somne signs
of militia becoming agitated
about what I might say would be
a return into Dili of a previ-
Gusdlj; displaced population.” he
said.

The mutilated body, of
Sander Thoenes, a 30-year-old
Dutch national who worked [or
L.ondon’s Financial Times was
lound Wecdnesday.

He said the International
Force for East Timor (Interfet)
had imposed some control in
the city but appealed for cau-

.........

East Timorese p o-Indonesian militias hold their weapons

befure their exodus to West

tion.

'Plainly it is still a danger-
ous place, especially to this
pretty good representation of
the media in Dili." he said.

The militias, with the back-
ing of sections of the Indone-
sian annly wenl on the rampage
in the aftermath of an August
30 UN-sponsored ballot in
which the people voted over-
whelmingly to break away from
Indonesia.

Interfet was sent with UN ap-
proval to use whatever force is

aaaaa

Timor from Liquica, Wednesday. The persecution of East Timorese refugees has spread
throughout Indonesia, with the military stepping up the campaign of terror and harass-

ment in places like Bali and .Java, according to reports yesterday.

— AFP photo

necessary to halt the violence
and hrtnfz help to hundreds of
thousands of refugees who were
chased out ol East Timor,
Australia will upgrade its de-
ferice forces and embrace a new
role as the United States' peace-
keeping "deputy” in Asia as part
of a new policy toward the re-
gion, Australian Prime Minis-
ter John Howard said in an in-
terview released Wednesday.

Speaking to The Bulietin
magazine, the prime minister
unveiled the "Howard Doctrine’,
which he said would see
Australia take a new place in
Asia now that it had led a
multinational security force
into East Timor,

"We have displayed our re-
sponsibility, shouldered the
burden we should have,"
Howard told the magazine. .

Australia. he said, "has a
particular responsibility to do
things above and beyond in this
part of the world” and was pre-
pared to take on a role as
America’'s "deputy” in the re-
gion.

Australia has long sought to
Ela}r an active role in Asia, but
as often appeared confused
over how to exert more influ-
ence. :

Indonesia to revoke

martial law

Indonesian President B.J.
Habibie will soon lift martial
law in East Timmor and hand re-
sponsibility for security in the
territory over to the multina-
tional ?f;rce (Interfet) now de-

loying there, a minister said
gfednesday.

"Soon we will revoke the
state of emergency in east
Timor," coordinating minister
for security and politics Feisal
Tanjung said before meetin
Habibie at the presidenti
palace. :

Premiers to
pensioners
say farewell

to Raisa

MOSCOW, Sept 22 : Hundreds
ol Muscovites from premiers to
pensioners paid a final farewell
Wednesday to Raisa Gorbachev.
the late wile of the Soviet
Union's last leader who brought
a dash of glamour and contro-
versy to the job of first lady, re-
ports AFP.

Queues stretched down
Gogolevsky Boulevard in down-
town Moscow as people waited
patiently to pay their last re-
spects to the woman who helped
her husband Mikhail Gor-
bachev win western hearts with
his :i%asnﬂst" charm offensive.

e body of Raisa, 67, who
died in the German city of
Muenster on Monday after los-
ing a long fight with leukaemia,
was flown back to the Russian
capital Tuesday aboard an offi-
cial aircratt.

Three Hamas
leaders held

- AMMAN, Sept 22: Three
leaders of the hardline Pales-
tinian movement Hamas
returned to Jordan today and
were lmmediatelﬁv arrested by
the authorities here on their
arrival at the-airport, a senior
official said, reports AFP.

"Khaled Meshaal, Ibrahim
Ghosheh and Musa Abu Marzugq
were arrested as they left the
tarmac and entered the arrivals
terminal building," the official
told AFP,

At the end of August the au-
thorities here closed Hamas of-
fices in Amman, rounded up 15
members of the group, and:is-
sued arrest warrants for five
others on charges of illegal ac-
tivity.



