Top AL leaders

not bothered by

Khaleda’s call
By Nazmul Ashraf

Senior leaders of the riling
Awami League are "not at ah
concerned” b
leader Khaleda Zia's an-
nouncement yesterday that she
was launching her “one-point,
gust-government movement”,

They said that the latest op-
position campaign was “bound
to fail due to lack of public sup-
port for it”.

At a public rally in the city,
the BNP chief made the decla-
ration after a hard-hitting
speech denouncing the govern-
ment. Other opposition parties
also announced identical pro-
grammes.

"WeTre nol tancerned at all,
She has the right to launch such
a campaign, But we're not both-
ered because people are not with
her and they won't respond to
her call,™ said AL acting chief
Amir Hossain Amu.

“We have been elected by the
people under caretaker gov-
ernment for five years. The gov-
ernmenit will complete its full
term,” said Commerece and In-
dustries ' Minister Tofail
Ahmed. -*

“Anvoepe can make any an-
nouncement. It is her preroga-
tive, Bul it 1s the people w%ﬂ
will decide our fale,” Tofail
said.

The minister said ihe BNP
had been trying to dislodge the
Al government “since the very
first day” the parliament began
lunctioning. "But the parlia-
ment and its standing commit-
tees are functioning smoothly.
Qurs is a transparent and ac-
countable governmeént working
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina with
c?nt;inueﬁ support of the péo-

&1 ' N
B Under Hasina's leadership,
he said, the country's interna-

See page 11 Col 3 :

SC orders Unocal,
Occidental to -
maintain stafus
gua for 6 months

The Appellaic Division of
the Suprenie Coiirt yesterduy re-

- JeBted. Qceidentn] -petition. for

“stayon by inieeLor ST
ot Hesransler deals with Lno-
cali reports UNE: . :

in its order {he court asked
both the US oil giants to main-
tain stalus quo for six months.

Justice AM Mahmudur
Rahman ol (he Appellate Divi-
sion after hearing both Lhe par-
ties rejected the application,
upholding the High Court Divi-
sion's injunction given on
September 20.

Bartister Mouded Aknoed
poeared lor apprliois-pein
tintery while Frrestes
Rafique-ul Hug with advocates
Ahsanul Karim. Manjur Hasan
and Faheemul Huq appeared for
plaintiff-respondents,

Following an application of
Maxwell Engineering Works
Limited, a local agent for Occi-
dental, the High Court Division
on September 20 passed an ad-
interim order of injunction di-
recting Oeccidental and Unoceal
to maintain stalus quo on
transfer of shares of the former
to the latler in Bangladesh.

it also directed Petrobangia
1ol to make any paymenis 1o
Urnocal against the gas supplied
by Qccidental to Petrobangla,
“ e prohiibitive order hias been
=wes for six months
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Opposition politics

Changing
Strategies and
Tactics?

by M Rashiduzzaman
Page 4

Business

DSE fails to take action
against share forger

Pakistan won't get WB,
IMF loans until power
row settled

DSE, CSE price quota-
tions
Pages 6, T& B

Supplement

A four-page supplement
{ on the “National Day of
the Kingdom of Saudi

Arabia” on pages
17- 20

rayer Tiinings
September 23

| Azan | Jamaat |
Fajr | 430 | 500 |
Juma 12-15 | 1-30
Asr . 4-30 4-45
Maghrib | 600 | 6.04 |
| Esha | 7-45 8-15
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RAJSHAHI, Sept 22: Two
meimbers of Bangladesh Rifles
were Killed and two others ab-
ducted by Indian Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) on Shibganj
border in Chapainawabganj
district Tuesday night, reports
UNB.

The BSF, however, returned
the bodics .  (he abducted BDR
members and their arms and
ammunition following a battal-

. ion commander level meeting

this afternioon.

The dead were identified as
sepoy Laxman Chandra Ser:, 25.
and sepoy Rafiquddin, 34.

Officials said four BDR men

Extra 4-page Special SPORTS and CULTURE every day

@The Daily

INTERNET: http/fwww.dailystarnews.com ASHWIN 8 1406 BS

Indian HC summoned, protest lodged

BSF kills 2 BDR men
In C'nawabganj

of Zahurpurtek border outpost

IBOP) in Shibganj thana while

on regular patrol on river Pagla

seized a boat with huge copper

gnd brass being smuggled to In-
ia.

Hearing the news, the BSF
personnel reached the s
another boat and (ried to
snatch away the seized boat and
smuggled goods, the BDR offi-
cials said.

As BDR mien tried to resist
their bid. the BSF personnel
opened fire on the BDR patrol
party, killing sepoy Laxman on
the spol and injuring sepoy
Rafiquddir.

pot by

Later, the BSF took away the
body along with seriously
wounded Rafig and two other
BDR men — havildar Nurul Is-
lam and sepoy Rezaul — first to
BSF camp al Bazitpur and later
to Namkﬁam camp in India.

Sepoy Raliguddin suc-
cumbed to bullet injuries at the
Narukhaki camp.

The boatman of the BDR
boat managed to escape during
BSF firing,

Being informed of the inci-
dent. BDR 34 Rifle battalion
Commander LI Col Maksudul

Hag rushed to the spol and pro-
See Page 12 Col 4
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government atfending the 54th session of the United Nations General Assembly in New
York Tuesday. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina attended.

| — PID photo

Countrywide hartal Oct 3

BNP to lay siege to

EC office Sept 30

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chiel Khaleda Zia yes-
terday declared the beginning of
the one-point movement
against lhe 39-month Awami
League government “to topple it
from power immediately”. :

“Now our movement is to
oust Awami League and save the

cournitry,” she told a mamsnoth
1:public meeting (at- Paltan

Aaidan in the'city in the after-
Roony s R R
"Firom niow there will be no

movement -will continue until

| the fall of this autocratic-and

subservient government,” she
said as the Al completed its 39
months in power yesterday:

| 5 The Dhaka vity unit of BNP .
organised the meeting as part of -

the nationwide
“Demonsiration Day” observed
yesterday by the BNP-led four-

gart}r ngpnsitinn alliance.
housands of people braved
heavy tains to hear Khaleda
speak.

Khaleda

also announced

- that her parly would “lay siege

to the Election Comumnission of-
fice” on Seplember 30 and en:
force a countrywide dawn-to-
dusk hartal on October 3.

"The AL governiment, sens-
ing its downiall, is roaring.

e
"

- 'Nothing will work because the
- people ol the country have be-
» come united to topple it from
“power immediately.”

"Bombs, bullels, teargas
shells and armed goons cannot
stop us,” she said,

- "TI'll not stop unitil giving
farewell 1o the betrayers ... the
corrupt and subservient gov-
ernnient ... the Indian agents.”

See Page 11 Col 7.

Non-govt school,
college teachers'

strike today
By Staff Correspondent

=chiool and college teachers
all over the country will ob-
serve a work abstention pro-
gramme today Lo press home
their 15-peint demand. inciud-
ing payment of 100 per cent
salary 1o non-government
teachers as per government
commitment.

The work abstention pro-
gramme was announced by
Bangladesh Federation of
Teachers' Association (BFTA)
following an emergency meet-
ing ‘of Bangiadesh . College
Teachers ‘Association (BCTA), a
member of the BFTA with Prin-
cipal AKM Zahirud [slam in the
chair. said a press release,

The leachers demand in-
cludes -implementation of
seven-poinl recommendation
for checking malpractice in
pliblic examinations.

The BFTA leaders urged the
teachers and employees of
schools. colleges and madras-
sahs lo make today's pro-
Erainine a success

Hasina tells press in New York

NEW YORK, Sept 22: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
said her government is always
eager lo solve any probilem
through discussion and will
again invite the opposition to
talks to resolve all disputes. re-
ports UNB.

‘I am not afraid of the oppo-
sition's repeatéd threat, because
[ have nothing to lose. 1 will call
them again to sit for discussion
after returning home,” she said,
addressing a press conference at
Grand Hyail Hotel Tuesday
evening,

"The opposition parties are
calling hartal without issues
and killing people in the name
of movement. Even they called
hartal when | was coming to US
to attend the 25th anniversary
of the country's joining the
L'nited Nations,

My govt is always ready for
dialogue with Opposition

'If it was not the 25th an-
niversary I would not come,"
the prime minister added.

Hasina said she talked with
President Clinton and he is
keen to visit Bangladesh. His
visit is being delayed "because
of India and Pakistan,” as he
wanted to visit the three coun-
tries at a time.

Clinton hoped to visit
Bangladesh by the beginning of
the next year. she added.

Referring to the legalisation
of expatriate Bangladeshis. the
primme minister said she had
discussed the matter with the
US governiment.

Aboul the 25th anniversary
of joining the UN. she said
Bangladesh joined the world
body in 1974 under the leader-
ship of Bangabandhu. "I have
come to the 25th anniversary

oA

Many city roads went

under knee-deep water due

Picture shows premises of the GPO.

to incessant rains yesterday.
— Star photo

clty sl:ree' ' ts
flooded

By Special Correspondent

Intermitient rains since
Tuesday evening flooded low-
lying areas and streets in the
city and elsewliers in the coun-
try a8 a Iate monsoon rallied
again.,

starting late Tuesday
evening the rains driven by oc-
casional high winds continued
almost throughout yesterday
with a brief respite in the alter-
noor,

It totalled 125 mm in the cit
in the last 24 hours, ending at g
p.m. yesterday, widely disrupt-
ing the normal life of citizens.

Clogged drains and incom-
plete storm drainage system
orice again accentuated the
plight of a metropolis evidently
unable to cope with extra rains.

Pedestrians and vehicles
found it difficult to negotiate
through the f{looded streets
where only tricycle rickshaws
could ply | ignoring floating
Stinky debris .

Moior vehicles [ound it quiite
a challenge to move around
places like Rajarbagh where
knee-deep water l%gthered*

jarbagh

flooding even the
police lines.

Many vehicles broke down
and lay siranded in the flooded
streets. Long queues were
formed on flooded streets, as
comparatively luckier ones
moved cautiously.

Bazaars had less than nor-
mal supply of day to day essen-
tials and perishables. Pools of
water and slime also made it
difficult for the people to pro-
cure essentials. |

It was a bad day for the ¢ t}y;'s
iegions ol poor. They found the
rains hampering their daily
bread winning by working as
day labourers. pedalling rick-

See Page 11 Col 8
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celebrations. [t
sure for me."

Coming back on the opposi-
tion, she wondered why the op-
Position is so restless, The next
general election will be held
under a careiaker government.
They could go to power if the
people elect thiem, she said.

‘1 am doing positive things
and trying to build up the coun-
try and working for the people.”

About the opposition move-
ment, Hasina told the journal-
ists, laughing: “"She (Khaleda
Zia) is following me, but she is
making a mistake. I amn trying
to help the couritry.” ;

Aboutl the proposed Public
Security Act. she said: "BNF had
passed a terrorism control act
to curb the opposition. But we
are irying to pass it to ensure

See Page 11 Cal 6

IS a great plea-

Have blood test when
you feel feverish

By Naimul Haq

Doclors and immunologists
have called lor 'laboratory ex-
aminalion” fur nresence ol the
swo virns sl analaria parasite
H and when one leeis feverish
or has similar symptoms.

. _If one has lever the best
thing to do now is to test the
blood," said a leading physician
of the cily.

He saicd, "In case of children,
blood tests should be done
without delay. Because, when
children aecquire the virus or
parasile, il gels active and in-

vades faster than in the case of

the adulis. One. therelore,
should not ignore sickness in
the case ol children."

Four people have died in the
city ol suspected cerebral

Smug_glers disclose names

malaria and, Japanese En-
cephalitis virus allack pulling
the local experts in a state of
conffusion,

The rqually dangerous
Dengue virus was also found in
[our peopile in the city after tesl-
ing ten bload samples at IEDCR.

Local experls say thatl usu-
ally dengue and Japanese En-
cephalitis are not prevalent in
city areas although its trans-
mitiers - mosquiloes are com-
morly found in the city areas.
"That is why we are so con-
cerned,” said a senior govern-
ment physician.

Institule ol Epidemiclogy
and Disease Conlrol and Re-
search [IEDCR) at Mahakhali

See Page 11 Col 7

of some persons, places

By Staff Correspondent

The Department of Narcolics
Control {DNC) is hopeful of
tracing out local agents of the
international drug trafficking
rackel who were linked with the
biggest ever drug smuggling into
thed{euum ry. sources in the DNC
said.

Three Pakislanis were ar-
rested along with 24.1 kg of
heroin from Hotel Razmoni Isa
Kha in the cily on Monday.
They are [brahim and Alekzan
from Peshawar and Rais Khan
from Karachi,

They were taken to the DNC
head office at Shegun Bagicha
yesterday and interrogated, the

sources saic,

"Investigation is going on
and we will be able lo unearth
the racket soon. DNC DG Mod-
abbir Hossain Chowdhury told
The Daily Star yesterday.

Several telephone numbers
in Banglaclesh were recovered
from them. These are being
checked. one source said but de-
clined to disclose for the salke of
investigation.

The sinugglers also disclosed
names of some Eersnns they
met and places they visiled in
the city, the source said,

The heroin was kept at sev-

See page 11 Col 5
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NEW YORK. Sept 22: US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton said he would
visit Bangladesh to personally
see the development activities
low going on in Lthe country, re-
ports UNB. -

He made the comment while
talking to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina during a lun-
cheon at the UN headquarters
hosted by UN Secretary General
Rofi Annan in honour of heads
of the states and the govern-

'ments on Tuesday:

President Clinton said the
Bangladesh Prime Minister has
done so many good things in
her country and he wants to see
these things personally. He said
he would shortly fix up the date
of his visit.

Prime Minister Sheikh

See Page 11 Col 6

Dhaka, Paris for
expansion of
€Conomic
cooperation

NEW YORK, Sept 22:
Bangladesh and France yester-
day stressed the need for ex-
pansion of economic coopera-
tion further for the benefit of
the two peoples, reporis BSS.

The unanimity was ex-

ressed by Prime Minister

neikh Hasina and her French
counterpart Lionel Jospin when
they held a meeting at the 1IN
headquarters.

Jospin said Bangladesh's de-
velopment initiatives drew
their altention. "The polilics]
relations belween our two coun-
Lries are excellent, but our eca-
nomic cooperation should be
further expanded,” he said.

Sheikh Hasina told her
French counterpart that
Bangladeshi goods should have
more access o European mar-
kets including France.

The issues of French in

vesiment in Bangladesh and
French assistance for flood pro-
tection in Bangladesh also
came up for discussion, during
the mce’r.LnF. _
Jospin lauded the leadership
of Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and paid his {ribute to the
greal leader of Bangladesh .

600 slums, 108
godowns on rly

lands demolished
in Khutlno

KHULNA, Sepc 22: A joint
teamn of Police, BDR and Ansar
personnel, and railway offi-
cials removed a number of
slums, godowns and business
establishments from ghat ar-
eas in the city today, reports
UNB.

The team with the help of 40
labourers bulldozed 600 slums
and 108 godowns and business
establishments al ghat number
4 and 5. '

The slum dwellers and busi-
nessmen illegally erecled their
slums and establishment on the
lands of Bangladesh Railway.

The slums were believed 1o
be the sale den for city's top ter-
rorist Ershad Shikder

Haji Mohammad Selirn MP.
KCCI President SM Nazriil Is-
lam and businessman Abcdus
Sattar were among the owiiers
of the godowns.

About 15 employees of Mad-
ina Traders. owned by Haji Se-
lim, tried to prevent police from
demolishing its godown. They
were seen trying to contact by
mobile phone with Haji Selim.

Sister-in-law
of Rubel

cross-examined
By Court Correspondent

Sister-in-law of Rubel was
cross-examined in the Third
Additional Metropolitan
Sessions Judge’'s Court, Dhaka

See page 11 Col 4

Den of terrorisg, abductprs?

DU demolishes shops
near ZH Hall

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
thorities vesterday demnﬂshed
shops al Polashi adjacent to
Sergeant Zahurul Haq Hall fol-
iowing two alleged kidnapping
incidents on the campus.

The demolition was carried
oul at around 10am in presence
of the university officials and a
huge contingent of police per-
sonnel.

At least six business estab-
lishments including a tele-
phone and fax centre. a hair-
cutling saloon, a courier service
centre, a restaurant and some
tea stalls were raged to the
ground during the three-hour
swoop, A bull dodger of Dhaka
City Corporation was used for
the cdrive,

Earlier in the morning. po-
lice asked the shop owners to
remove Lheir equipment and

furniture,

According to sources, the
shops were the meeting place
for outsiders, lerrorists and
armed cadres of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), the stu-
dent wing of ruling Awami
League.

“There was also a warehouse
behind a shop which was noto-
riously known as ‘torture
room’, where they used to tor-
ture hostages.” said one source.

The shops were built in 1987
and Kawser Mollah. former lit-
erature and social welfare sec-
retary ol DUCSU, took the
shops on a one-year lease in
1988, .

As per the contact, Kawser
was supposed to pay Tk 100 per
month as rent, but he stopped
paying rent in June 1990, DU

SeePage 11 Col B

Jessore-Benapole track to
- berestored by mid-Oct

By Shehab Ahmed

Bangladesii Railway is all
set to restore the 32 km section
of the Jessore-Benapole broad
gauge track to connect the rail
head between Bangladesh and
Indian sections at the border
point for freight trains by mid-
October. :

Work on restoration of the

. railway track that had fallen in

to disuse since 1976 was com-
pleted in December last at a cost
of Tk 20 crore.

"We hope to run one train a
day. hauling goods from the Be-
napole border point.” railway
sources said, adding that it
would ease congestion at the
terminus currently served by
trucks [rom India, delivering
imported cargo at customs bay.

This will be the fourth rail
head to be linked between the
two countries apart from the
Darshana, Rohanpur and Birol
points,

It is likely to boost the Rail-

way s revenue earning lrom
freight services to and from In-
dia currently totalling about Tk
34 crore.

On Sept 18, a locomotive and
few trolleys carrying top rail of-
ficials and engineers made a
trial run on the track. which
needed fresh rails. slippers,
earth filling, ballast and signal
links.

Further testing on the line
continues. The telecom links
are also being checked before
the trains start running on the
rolling stock, the sources said.

‘An inter- ministerial meet-
ing recently reviewed all as-
pects of co-operation between
the railway, customs, revenue,
immigration and other con-
cerned departments. Only a few
formalilies on trade protocol
between Bangladesh and India
remmained to be sorted out,
which are expecled to be com-

See Page 11 Col 6
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ROFOUND QRATITUDE ’

Prime Bank Limited announces with great pleasure that the Public Issue
of Shares of the Bank which closed on 22.09.99 has received tremendous

public support and has been over subscribed many times.

]f
The Board of Directors and the Management of the Bank take this ’
opportunity to express their profound gratitude to the investors for their |
overwhelming support and confidence reposed in the Bank. -

|
The Board of Directors and the Management also acknowledge greatfully ]
the co-operation extended to Bank by :- |

Securities & Exchange Commission
Dhaka Stock Exchange Ltd. |
Chittagong Stock Exchange Ltd. l’
Underwriters, Bankers to the issue I
MANAGER & CO-MANAGER TO THE ISSUE sj

Bank Limited




