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World hit by
unlucky run
of deadly
iremors

EDINBURGH. Sept 21: Big
earthquakes are not striking
the earth more often this year
than before, but the world is
suffering an unlucky run of
deadl
p(ﬂ:u ated areas, scientists said
today, reports Reuters.

The powerful earthquake
that rocked Taiwan on Monday
and has claimed at over 1500
lives came only a month after
devastating tremors that killed
some 15,000 people in Turkey
and at least another 122 in
Greece. |
"Earthquakes happen all the
time, and this year we are not
seeing more than usual. We've
just had a bad year in terms of
the casualties." Alice Walker, a
seismologist at the British Geo-
logical Survey in Edinburgh,
told Reuters.

While three major quakes in
_Iust over one month may seem
ike a lot, the world is hit by 18
earthquakes measuring 7.0 or
grealer every year on average,
and four or five above the very

dangerous 7.6 level, according

tremors near vulnerable

I_ See Page 12 Col 1 J

BNP stages .
sit-in near
UN HQ

By Staff Correspondent

- BNP leaders and activists in
New York yesterday staged a sit-
in near the UN headquarters
protesting Awami League gov-
ernment’'s “anti-people and
anti-state” activities and sub-
mitted a memorandum to the
office of the UN.k Secretary
GGeneral.

According to a BNP press re-
lease issued here. hundreds of
BNP activisis joined the sit-in
protesting the “government's
decision to:provide corridor to
India. deterioration in law and
order. politicisation of the ad-
ministration, incidents of rape
on campuses, arrest and killing
of npfpusitiun activists and fil-
ing of false cases against them.

During the demonstration.

BNP activists also chanted slo-

gans against the government's
“fascist, undemocratic and

- See Page 11 Col 8

BNP to stage

countrywide

demonstration
today

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance will stage demonstra-
tions across the country today
to protest various issues, in-
cluding "latest government
clampdown" on opposition
leaders and activists.

The opposition campaign is
also aimed to protest "attack on
sit-in-demonstration on Sept
12, killing of Juba Dal leader at
Natore on Sept 13, deteriora-
tion of law and order, govern-
ment decision to provide transit
to India, arrest of and ha-
rassment on opposition ac-
tivists, filing of false cases
against them and price hike of
essentials.

As parts of the programmes

See Page 12 Col 7
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Prayver Timings

September 22
Azan | Jamaat

Fajr 4-30 _5-00

Juma 12-15 _1-30

| AST 4-30 4-45

| Maghrib 6-05 6-09
Esha 7-45 8-15
Source: Islamic Foundation

Refrigerator

TAIPEI, Sept 21: Thousands
of dazed Taiwanese — many
wearing only underwear or pa-
jamas — stumbled into dark,
chaolic streets early today.
shaken awake by an earth-
quake that killed more than
1,700 people, destroyed thou-
sands of homes and toppled
buildings islandwide.

Officials struggled through

recover bodies, but as night fell
the death toll kept rising and
hundreds were believ still
alive but trapped in collapsed
buildings.

With a preliminary magni-
tude of 7.6, the quake was the
strongest to hit Taiwan in a
decade. It was about the same
strength as the devastating
tremor that killed more than
15.000 people in Turkey last
month, although the damage
here appeared far less severe.

The quake's epicenter was

the US Geological Survey's Na-
tional Earthquake Information

the day to rescue survivors and

145 kilometers south of Taipei,
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Center said, It struck about 1:45
am local time while most of
Taiwan's 22 million people
were sleeping.

By late evening, the Interior
Ministry's disasler manageme-
nt center re[mrted 1712 people
had been killed and more than
3.800 were injured. Some 4000
people were Believed trapped,.
while 225 were reported missi-
ng. the center said.

Most of the deaths occurred
near the epicenter outside the
central city of Taichung, where
more than 700 people died in
Taichung County, and nearby
Nantou county, where some 500
died.

Most buildings in the area
were left standing, although
those that collapsed were new
high-rises. The region has expe-
rienced an explosion in devel-
opment in recent years, and
shoddy construction has been a
problem. _

The foundations of some of
the apartmeni blocks in the
cities crumpled into piles of
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Quake Kkills over
1700 in Taiwan

concrete boulders. sending the
structures crashing into neigh-
boring buildings. Soldiers raced
out of buildings with bloodied
victims 1moaning in pain on
stretchers.

The damage could come to
100 billion Taiwan dollars (US
3.2 billion dollar), according to
a Taipei newspaper, the United
Evening News, which cited in-
[ormation it got from govern-
ment officials it did not iden-
tify,

But the government said it
was too early to assess the
monetary damage. .

Nantou County Executive
Peng Pai-hisien appealed for
donations of bulldozers. cars,
quilts and food, saying that
100,000 people were left home-
less,

Peng said morgues were full
of bodies, and the county needed
body bags and freezers in the
summer heat.

Omne distraught woman told
local television her parents

See Page 12 Col 8
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Decline in donors' commitments to UN system worries Dhaka

for pe

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing the 54th session of the United ﬁﬂﬁuns General'
Assembly in New York on Monday.

e — PID photo

Development of LDCs a must
ace, PM tells UN

NEW YORK, Sept 21: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
urged the international com-
munity .to take special mea-
sures to support development
efforts of the LDCs and thus ful-
fill the main precondition for
world peace, reports UNB.

She pleuder??’ur cooperation
between the developed and de-
velnpin% nations to banish
poverty from the planet for the
sake of peace and economic
progress. :

"Without development there

.7 can ke no peace and without co-

operation, no development,' the

. ~prime minister said in her ad-

dress to the 54th session of UN
General Assembly Monday af-
ternoon.

She called for a strong, ef-
fective and efficient United Na-
tions to meet the evolving needs
of humankind in the next cen-
tury. :

Presenting her five-dimen-
sional vision Lo face the issues
in the new millennium Hasina
said: "We consider peace to be a
fundamental human right to be
attained, sustained. promoted

See Page 11 Col 7
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; , : tilts precariously after
eartujuaie measuring 8.1 on the Richter Scale early today.

Taiwan was hit by a massive
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Dhaka lone contender

for non-permanent
UNSC seat

By M Anwarul Haq

Bangladesh is likely to win
for the second time a seat in the
presligious 15-member United
Nalions Security Council
(UNSC]). ;

Dhaka'’s chance of clinching
one of the ten non-permanent
seals is now seen by diplomatic
quarters as almost certain
since, as of now, there is no con-
tender for the Asian seat.

The ten non-permanent
seais are divided roughly on ge-
ographical composition. and
five of these come for fresh
election every year.

(Cambodia, which was the
only contender has decided to
opt out. diplomatic sources here
said. '

However. the process for
election to five of the non-per-
manent seats. which takes
place next month, involves a
lengthy formality.

The prospective non-per-
manent member has to win
two-third votes of UN members
and also unanimous approval
of all the five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council.

" Bangladesh is expected to
et elected as a ‘consensus can-
idate’ as we are the only appli-

cant for the non-permanent

seat reserved [or Asian na-
tions,” said a ranking diplomat
at lthe Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs.

UN membership has in-
creased to 188 now. The on-go-
ing 54th session of Lhe United
Nations General Assembly
(UNGA)} has accepted three
South Pacific Island nations—
Nauru, Kiribati and the King-
dom of Tonga -- as UN mem-
bers. Bangladesh was the 136th
country o become a member of
the world body on September
17. 1974,

If elected, Bangladesh will
SErve as a non-permanent
member of thé TN Sécurity
Coungil (UNSC) for a two-year
terin (2000 and 2001). Bangla-
desh's membership will become
effective from January next,

The position will give
Bangladesh a boost in prestige
and opportunity to raise its
voice in global activities.

The UN seat will also thrust
upon Dhaka immense respon-
sibilities as the role of a UNSC
member is crucial in major de-
cision making processes in the
international arena, All sub-
stantive issues placed before the

See page 11 Col 3

The 24.]
ered from Hotel Razmoni Isa
Kha in the city on Monday was
set to be trafficked to Britain,
according to insiders at the De-

artment of Narcotics Control
DNC).

A DNC investigation has re-
vealed thatl several local racke-
teers including a frozen food
exporter, some airport officials
and a section of clearing and
cargo agents were involved in
the business that was going on
for some time.

Had the DNC failed in recov-
ering the shipment it would
have been successfully smug-
gled to Birmingham, Britain, as
sniper dogs at the British air-
Eurts cannot trace any drug

idden in a pack meant for

- frozen food.

During the heroin haul three

of heroin recov-

Smuggled heroin was set to
be trafficked to Britain

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

Pakistanis were arrested from a
city hotel when they were about
to hand over the powdery sub-
stance to their buyers. The 'ab-
solutely pure and high quality”
heroin, worth about Tk 25
crore, was wrapped in 118
packets of Lux soap.

The arrested have been sent
to the Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate’'s (CMM) Court. Police
have sought seven day's remand
for questioning the accused,

DNC lodged a case with
Ramna thana yesterday.

Meanwhile, security was

htened in and around the res-
idence of the Director General
of DNC, Modabbir Hossain
Chowdhury. who led the Mon-
day raid.

International
Control Board [INCB) has al-
ready issued an alarm to its

Narcotics

member countries including
Bangladesh, asking them to
track down the international
racketeers involved in the drug
trafficking, the investigators
said.

They said finger prints and
pictures of the arrested will be
sent to international agencies
to check out if they had previous
record of drug trafficking.

DNC officials said they have
collected “"several clues and
telephone numbers of people
including those of some high-
ups " who might be involved in
the international drug traffick-
ing.

Asked if there is any possi-
bility of their arrested any time
soon, the DNC DG said ihey
were closely monitoring the

- Beepage 11 Col 3 -

EC to announce
schedule for
by-polls soon

By Staft Correspondent

- The Election Commission is
likely to hold parliamentary
by- elections in its Faridpur-4
constiluency in the last week of
October, while the by-polls in
the Tangail - 8 constituency are
likely to be held the middle of
November.

The Faridpur - 4 con-
stituency fell vacant following
the death of ruling party MP
Advocate Mosharraf Hossain
on August 19, while Tangail - 8
constituency got vacated fol-
lowing the resignation of AL
legislator Abdul Kader Siddiky
on September 29,

The EC would announce the
schedule for the by-polls in
Faridpur constituency in a
couple of days, EC sources said.,

Meanwhile. some leaders of
the ruling Awami League yes-
terday discussed about the pos-
sible dates for the by-elections

See Page 12 Col 8,

DSE calls councillors’ meeting today

Fake shares scare
stock brokers

By M Shamsur Rahman

Organised gruups of forgers
of share certificates and allot-
ment letters have created panic
among stock brokers, forcing
the Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE] to restrict entry of unau-
thorised persons into the bro-
kers' workplaces.

The forgers have become
more active in recent days after
DSE steps to deal with fake
shares. Sources said the organ-
ised gangs, desperate to ensure a
return on their investments al-
ready made, were also trying to
encash the forged scrips by the
end of this year.

 In a desperate bid to salvage
the capital marketl from the
clutches of these lorgers, the
DSE had recently stopped trad-
ing of allotment Yetters and had

decided to ban trading of share
certificates without bearing
hologram f{rom January 1,
2000.

Since the DSE decision,
there has been an increased
flow of fake share certificates
being deposited for encashment
before January 2000,

"It is causing further erosion
of conlidence' in the market,”
said DSE chairman Rakibur
Rahman.

The DSE oflicials say that
despite increased surveillance
they are failing to stop the entry

of fake shares.
In this backdrop. the DSE
Council is meeting in an emer-
ency session today to decide on
%nw to fight the menace of fake

See Page 11 Col 6

Scientists, doctors and even
government experts have
warned about possible outbreak
of malaria, dengue and Japa-
nese encephalities in the city
unless mosquito breeding is
contained immediately.
"Although, none of the re-
ported four death cases from
suspected viral or parasitic
malaria attack have been con-
firmed. ils prevalence in the
city cannot be ruled out," a se-
nior scientist told the Daily
Star yesterday.

The scientist, who wished to
remain unidentified, said, "the
mosquitoes that act as trans-
mitters of malaria, encephali-
ties and dengue are all found in
the urban areas. So, the danger
of an outbreak of these cannot
be ruled out.”

Experts have expressed grave
concern over the lack of ability
of the government to properly
identify and test virus and par-
aslitic attack. )

"We can test the presence of
antibodies of JE and dengue.
But our capacity is limited,”

said one laboratory technician

Dhaka lacks capability
to detect the 2 virus

By Naimul Haq

of the Institute of Epidemiology
and Disease Control and Re-
search. IEDCR.

The Daily Star yesterday
contacted Dr Narayan Prashad
Maheshari. an entomologist
having more than two decades
of experience on control of vec-
tor borne diseases.

He said. "out of four species
of mosquitoes the genus Flas-
modium Falciparum causes the
protozoal parasitic malaria in
the country. Anopheles annu-
laris and vagus parasites car-
ried by the mosquitoes that live
in the plain land are the most
dangerous and usually lead to
cerebral malaria, coma and
death.”

Asked if anopheles type
mosquitoes existed in cities, Dr
Maheshari said, "its densily is
negligible and the specie live in
fresh water environment. It
cannot live in dirty drains or in
abandoned ditches. A typical
place for Anopheles mosquitoes
u;uuld be in the periphery of the
city.”

Dr A K Siddique, Head of
. Seepage 11 Col4 |

Anti-mosquito
drive starts
today

By Special Correspondent

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) is launching a ‘combing
operation in the Elephant Road
area today to flush out the
mosquitos believed to have
transmitied dengue fever to
three slum children of the lo-
cality, city's Chief Medical Offi-
cer said.

“"We are going to comb the
area near a slum from where
the children were taken to hos-
pital and tested positive,” Dr
Ashrafuddin told the Star yes-
terday. "We want to eliminate
chances of survival of any
Aedes mosquito.”

Aedes Egypti which causes
the dreaded fever has so far not
been found in the city, he said.

The DCC authorities are also
planning a massive citywide
drive from Thursday against
the resident mosquitos, some
96 percent of whom belong to
the species of Culex.

Culex carries no Malaria,
dengue or Japanese encepahli-
tis. a deadly strain that kills
unsuspecting victims after high
fever.

But experts say the Culex

See Page 12 Col 7

India’s Law Commission proposes

Every elected parliament should
last a full five-year term

NEW DELHI, Sept 21: India’s
Law Commission has proposed
that every elecied parliament
last a full five-year term to pre-
vent recurring national elec-
tions. AFP quoting a report said
today.

¢ Commission also said
independent candidates should
be barred from contesting local
and national elections, The
Times of India said. .

The recommendations came
down heavily on politicians
who swilched allegiance after
the elections.

The panel, headed by a for-
mer Supreme Court judge, said:
In order to contain defections a
‘pre-polls coalition' or a ‘front
of political parties’ should be
treated as a political party.

Slamming endemic corrup-
tion in politics, it sald every
election candidate should de-
clare both onal and family
assets and provide details of
any criminal cases pending

against himself or any imme-
diate relative.

The Law Commission rec-
ommmended an end to the
plethora of small parties,
whose presence in a hung par-
liament paved the way for
horse-trading. The last three
elections have resulted in a
fractured house.

[t said any party winning
“less than five per cent of the to-
tal vote” should “not be entitled
to any seat” in the 545-member
House and mooted curbs on the
use of a
of no-confidence.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s multi-party minor-
ity coalition was toppled in
April after 13 months in power
in a political initiative engi-
nee by the main opposition
Cﬂl‘}%ﬁsﬁ party.

e coalition lost a motion
of confidence by just one vote,
and fresh elections were called
after Congress failed to pull to-

arliamentary motion

gether an alternative adminis-
tration.

A Congress spokesman,
Kapil Sibal, said the panel's
recommendations should be
acted upon.

“It is the duty of all political
parties to make the electoral
process cleaner and therefore it
is necessary to have a construc-
tive attitude. :

"The recommendations
should not be thrown to the
winds as has been done in the
past.”

However, J P Mathur, a
spokesman for Prime Minister

Vajpayee's Hindu nationalist
party said the move to keep
out independent candidates

from the electoral process was

heaﬁy-handed‘ :
athur argued that each
voter had three ts — to vote,

to propose another person’s
name for contesting elections,
or to contest the elections him-

See Page 12 Col 6.
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DU abduction: 2
more suspects

arrested
By DU Correspondent

Police arrested two persons
from Polashi intersection on
the Dhaka University campus
yeslerday evening, suspecting
them to be involved in the al-
leged kidnapping incidents on
the campus recently.

The arrested were identified
as Anser Ali of Sariatpur and
Md. Nazrul Islam of Barishal.

High officials of police, Prof.
AK Azad Chowdhury. Vice
Chancellor and proctor of the
university Prof. Nur-un-Nabi
were also present during the ar-
rest at around 6 pm, sources
said

According to Makbul,
brother of arrested Anser, he is
a businessman and owner of S|
Computer Institute, a computer
training and photocopy centre
al Polashi and Nazrul is em-
ployee at the business centre.
"None of them were involved in
the incidents”, Makbul
claimed.

However. Ramna Police was
in too hurry to disclose further
details in this connection last
night

Two alleged kidnapping in-
cidents took place on the cam-
pus in last seven days. A 16 year

See page 11 Col 5
Factional clash

BCL activist

shot dead
. in Feni

From Our Correspondent

FENI, Sept 21: A BCL aclivist
was shot dead in a factional
clash at Sonagazi College under
Sonagazi Thana of the district
vesterday.

The victim was identified as
Mohiullah Nayan, 17, an ac-
tivist of BCL Sonagazi College
unit,

Police said, two rival groups
of BCL — one led by Sohel and
Noman and®' the other by
Mamun — clashed at noon over
control of the college campus at
around noon,

Mohiullah, supporter of BCL
faction led by Mamun, received
bullet injuries during the clash.
He died on way to Dhaka.

Mohiullah was admitted to
Feni Sadar Hospital. As his
conditing deteriorated, doctors
suggested sending” him to
Dhaka.

He was butied at his family
graveyard at 3:30 pm today.

UNB adds: A private car
dropped the body of a seven-
year-old boy in front of Feni

* College in the town at noon to-

day. Police took the body of the
unidentified boy.

In another incident, three
innocent people were wounded
as armed terrorists traded fire
with police when the law-en-
forcers launched an operation
at the opposition BNP-domi-
nated Neyazpur village in
Daganbhuiyan thana on
Monday night.

The injured were identified
as Humayun, 15, Chhuttu, 14,
and Abdul Gafur, 35. They were
admitted to a local hospital.

Pakistan plays
down fear of
possible coup

ISLAMABAD, Sept 21: The
Pakistani government toda
played down a surprise U
statement of ‘concern about a
possible military coup because
of political turmoil and opposi-
tion demands that Prime
Minister Newaz Sharif quit, re-
ports Reuters.

“The opposition is making
noises and wastir;ﬁ time,"
Information inister
Mushahid Hussain told re-
porters at an official function.
“They are desperate.”

Hussain declined direct ref-
erence {o the report, the first
public statement by any foreign
government about a wave of
speculation in Islamabad’'s po-
litical circles of possible mili-
tary intervention and army-
government tension.

“There is no threat to the
government. It is stable and
strong. Elections will be held,
as scheduled, in 2002." he said.

Dﬁpnsiliun arties, most of
which have rallied under the

See Page 12 Col 2.

Honouring PM

118 DU teachers
favour decision

One hundred and eighteen
members of the Academic
Council of Dhaka University
yesterday felicitated the uni-
versity authorities for taking
decision to confer honorary

doctorate degree on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, re-
ports BSS. .

In a statement the teachers
said although late, the decision
of the Dhaka University was
appreciable as Sheikh Hasina
had already received five hon-
orary doctorate degrees from
the universities of Boston
(USA). Waserla (Japan), Aparte-
Dandy (UK), Bishwabharati
{Indta]yand Luvan (Belgium]).

The statement said, the his-
toric role of Sh:ikhcﬁasma in
restorin ce in itta
Hill Tra{fgtapa&ﬂaer'a long . %
bloodshed got worldwide recog-

_nition and appreciation.
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