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SemIinar: A seminar will be held to mark the launching of
Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT) clinic at the NDN Executive

Health Check Centre (EHCC). Venue: BIRDEM auditorium. Time:

11:00 am.

BUP roundtable: Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad will

hold a roundtable discussion meeting

on Urban Housing in

Bangladesh. Venue: BUP auditorium, House No 33, Rd No 4,
Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 4:00 pm-7:00 pm.

INFOFISH seminar: An investment seminar on

"Value Added Fishery Product"” organised bf' INFOFISH, a
da

Malaysian organisation will be held in col

boration with

Bangladesh Fisheries Development Corporation and Bangladesh
Frozen Food Exporters Association. Venue: Hotel Sonargaon.
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Conference: Bangladesh Association for American Studies

WDI‘kShﬂp: A 2-day workshop on "Environmental Law and
Sustainable Development” will begin. Organisers: Environment
Directorate in collaboration with UNEP, SAKEP and NORAD of
Joint Environmental Law Project for South Asia. Time 9:00 am.

and the United States Information Service will inaugurate a two-
day conference on "US Society and Culture’. Venue; Academy for
Planning and Development, Nilkhet, Time: 9:30 am.

BCPS lecture: Bangladesh College of Physicians and
Surgeons (BCPS) will hold two lectures on "Bell's Palsy and its

management” and "Diagn

osis and management of acute gout."

Venue: BCPS auditorium, Mohakhali, Time: 11:00-11°50 am and

12:00-1:00 pm respectively.

CESTI SEIIliI.lHl": Centre for Scientific and Technological
Information (CESTI) of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka will hold a
seminar on "Foreign Investment in Pharmaceutical Industry in

Bangladesh". Venue: Sasakawa auditorium, ICDDR,B. Time:

pm.
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No change in témperature

ght to moderate rain or thundershowers with temporary gu
wind is likely at many places over Barisal, Chittagong. Sylhet and
Khulna divisions and at a few places over Dhaka and Rajshahi di-
visions during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
Met Office said moderately heavy falls may occur over the cen-
tral parts of the country during the period. Day temperature may

remain nearly:unchanged.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 33.9 degree Celsius was
recorded at Rangpur and the lowest of 24.5 degrees at Teknaf.

The sun sets today at 5:57 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:47 am.

Maximum and minimumn temperature and humidity recorded

in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning  Evenin

Dhaka 30.7 285 79 7%
Chittagong 31.6 25.0 a3 87
Rajshahi 33.4 26.0 &4 98
Khulna 31.5 26.0 83 100
Barisal : 30.6 26.0 85 92
Sylhet 32.4 26.0 93 86
Cox's Bazar 294 24.6 100 23]
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The orientation course for
the newly admitted 1st Year BSc
Ag. students of Bangladesh
Agricultural Institute (BAIJ,
Dhaka was held on Sunday,
says a press release!'” © |

cultural Research Imrstitute
(BARI) was the chief guest while
Prof Md Shadat Ulla, Principal,
BAl chaired the function. Mr
Md Abdus Satter, Director
(T&C), BARI and Dr Md Haron-
ur-Rashid, Vice Principal, Pat-
uakhali Krishi College attended
the function as special guests.
BAICSU General Secretary
Dewan Mahbubur Rahman
Badal and AGS Hedayet Hossain
Sipon delivered speeches al the
function. They drew the
attention of the Driector Gen-
eral to their various problems
including accommodation,
transport. etc. Dr Razzak, DG,
BARI himself a former student
of BAI, in his address recalled
his memories with BAIl and ap-
preciate the existing problems.
Prof Md Shadat Ulla in his
speech asked the students to de-
vote themselves in the pursuit
of knowledge so that they could

become worthy citizens. He ad-
vised the students to be pune-
Llual in their classes and atten-
live to their studies.

The function was addressed
among others by Mr Md Abdus
Satter, Dirgctor, BARI, Prof Md

=« nphamsgliHague. Vice Principal.
Dr Md Abdur Razzak, Diree+:: «
tor General, Bangladesh Agri-

Mannan Mia, Member-Secre-
tary., Academic Council, Prof Dr
Md Hazrat Ali and Asstt Prof
Md Rafiqul Islam, President
and General Secretary respec-
tively of BAl Teachers' Associa-
tion. The function was con-
ducted by the Orientation
Course Coordinator Associate
Prof M Zahidul Haque.

Krishibid Institution
By Staff Correspondent
The Krishibid Institution of
Bangladesh in a statement yes-
terday protested the decision of
the parliamentary standing
committee on establishment
ministry to upgrade the 321
posts of the BCS (Admn) cadres
including the DC's,
It urged the government and
the standing committee to up-

srade all the cadres without
[favnunng any particular group.

Utsho Bangladesh
essay competition

Utsho Bangladesh. a volun-
tary organisation, has an-
nounced an essay writing com-
petition for school children to
celebrate "World Children's
Week", says a press release.

The title of the essay is "My
Freedom".

All school children are eli-
gible to enter the competition in
any of the three groups:

Class IIl — 50 words

Class IV, V— 150 words

Class VI-VIII — 250 words

Entries can be in Bengali or
English and must reach Utsho
Bangladesh, 109 East Rayer-
bazar, Rd No 15(cld), Dhan-
mondi by October 31.

Three prizes will be awarded
in each category and a selection
of the essays will be brought out
in a publication., the release
added.

Utsho Bangladesh runs a
residential school for education
of children of low-income group
parents. It relies on local re-
sources for its maintenance.

Khulna Press Club

‘office-bearers

KHULNA, Sept 20: Sha-
~habuddin Ahmed and Zakir
Hossain were elected president
and general secretary of Khulna
Eﬁl? Club respectively, reports

S M Nazrul Islam, Belalud-
din and Arun Shah were elected
vice-presidents in the election
held at the lacal Press Club to-
day.

Other office bearers are:
Joint secretary — Hasan Ahmed
Mollah, assistant secretaries —
Shaheb Ali and Masudur Rah-
man Rana, secretary — Nur Mo-
hammad Tona, and members —
Alhaj Liakat Ali, Begum Fer-
dousi Ali, A Zakir Hossain, Mo-
tahar Rahman Babu, Didarul
Alam, Asraful Alam Bachchu,
Harun-ur-Rashid., Syed Abdul
Matin and Kazi Amanullah.

Re-polling would bhe required
for the post of treasurer as two
candidates got equal number of
votes.

Nat'l award for
best pry school

The best primary school
with respect to the highest at-
tendance of students will be
awarded at the national level
every year, reports BSS.

An official handout yester-
day said the government has
decided to give the "Best Na-
tional Primmary School Attain-

ing the Highest Attendance of

Students” award along with the
prizes given during the annual
"Primary Education Week".
The best school will be se-
lected from among the schools
which will ensure at least 90 per
cent or more attendance on 80
per cent academic days.

New York Times
praises disaster

management of
Bangladesh

A top US daily has com-
mended Bangladesh highly for
its success in disaster manage-
ment, reports BSS.

The New York Times, said to
be one of the world's most influ-
ential and prestigious newspa-
pers has come up with an appre-
ciation of Bangladesh in its
management of natural
calamity that has drastically
reduced deaths and destruction.

The daily in an -editorial
published yesterday under the
title "Making disaster less dis-
astrous”, mentioned in 1991,
flooding in Bangladesh killed
at least 1,40,000 people. It said
last year (1998] "the iloods were
more widespread and long-last-
ing, but fewer than 1,000 people
died".

This. the paper commented
was "due In part to better sani-
tation that reduced post flood
disease. more effective warn-
ings and schocl programmes
about disaster risks and re-
sponses”. The paper while ap-
preciating Bangladesh said
many effective measures to cut
deaths in disaster are "within
reach of even the poorest coun-
tries.”

Annada Shankar
Roy honoured

Renowned litterateur An-
nada Shankar Roy of India has
been awarded 'Begum Zebun-
nesa International Award' in
recognition of his contribu-
tions to Bengali literature and
Bangladesh's liberation war,
reports UNB.

Members of Begum Zebun-
nesa and Kazi Mahbubullah
Welfare Trust and Chairman of
Privatisation Board Kazi Za-
farullah handed over the award
at a reception at West Bengal
Bangla Academy auditorium on

. Saturday. The award carries a

gold medal and Tk one lakh.

The trust. which has given
the ' m Zebunnesa Interna-
tional Award' for the first time,
has so far given other awards to
136 eminent personalities and
organisations for their contri-
butions to various sectors, in-
cluding literature, education,
research and sports, since its
inception in 1998.

At Saturday's function,
newscaster Debudulal Banerjee
and radio officials Pronbesh
Sen and Upen Tarafder were -
also accorded a special recep-
tion for their contributions to
the Liberation War of
Bangladesh, said a press re-
lease.

Chaired by national Profes-
sor Kabir Chowdhury, the func-
tion was addressed, among oth-
ers, by Kazi Zafarullah, archi-
tect Nilufar Zafarullah and
journalist Abed Khan. West
Bengal Transport and Sports
Minister Subash Chakrabarty
attended the function as chief
guest.

Speaking on the occasion,
an emotion choked Annada
said, "l am grateful that I have
had an international award for
the first time. A map can be di-
vided, but we cannot divide art,
literature and culture.”

He announced that half of
the award money would go to
the West Bengal Bangla
Academy,

Withdraw 'false’
cases: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP chairperson Khaleda
Zia in a statement yesterday
demanded withdrawal of 'false’
cases against party leaders and
activists including Maj Gen
(rtd) Z A Khan, Amanullah
Aman, MP, and JCD leaders
Habibunnabi Sohel and
Nasiruddin'Ahmed Pintu.

She said 'false’ cases were
filed against thousands of op-
pasition activists in a bid to foil

the opposition movement.

She ailso accused the gov-

t ernment of framing charges

against’ respectable citizens of
the country.

The government will be held
responsible for the conse-
quences unless it withdraws the
cases, she warhed.

Mannan Bhuiyan

BAL..Pr Md Haron-ur-Rashid, |. COHd&I‘IlHS arrESt

Vice Principal: PKC, Prof Abdul

of party activists

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan in a
statement yesterday con-
demned the arrest of 20 leaders
and activists of Mirpur, Pallabi
and Kafrul thana Jubo Dal, in-
cluding the ward commissioner
Ahsanullah Hasan.

They were arrested when
they were holding a meeting at

»the residence of Nazrul Islam

Khan, member of national
committee of BNP, in prepara-
tion for Wednesday's rally and
demonstration.

He said police swooped on
the meeting without any rea-
son. Such actions suggest that
the government is trying to take
the politics towards a con-
frontation, he said, demanding
release of the activists.

Mirza Abbas and Gayeswar
Roy, president and general sec-
retary of the Jube Dal in a sepa-
rate statement also condemned
the arrests. But they said that
30 activists had been arrested.

Classical vocal
recital Sept 28

A classical vocal recitation
by Shanti Sharma under the
auspices of the Indian High
Commission will be held at the
national museum auditorium
on September 28 at 7 pm, re-
poris BSS,

shanti Sharma is one of the
leading vocalists in the young
eneration of musicians in In-

ia. She is at present the music
faculty of Shriram Bharatiya
Kala Kendra, New Delhi.

Complementary passes for
the prograimme can be collected
from the 1&C Wing, House 121
(old), Road 3, Dhanmondi R/A,
Dhaka from tomorrow after-
noon onwards. Passes will be
issues on a first-cum-first-serve
basis. :

JCD demands
trial and arrest

of abductors

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), the student wing of BNP,
demanded immediate arrest
and exemplary punishment of
those involved in kidnapping a
schoolboy from the Dhaka
University campus on Satur-
day.

The JCD leaders were ad-
diressing a rally at the Aparajeo
Bangla yesterday morning.
They also proteste
repressiorn on oppositions and
demanded release of its arrested
leaders and workers.

Monjur Elahi, vice-president
of JCD, alleged that miscreants,
backed by BCL, are staying at
different residential halls and
are engaged in various criminal
activities on the campus.

“The DU authorities are pa-
tronising the ‘criminals rather
than arresting and punishin
them," Monjur Elahi alleged. He
urged the university authorities
to take immediate actions
against the criminals.

govermnent

As many as 5,000 people die
in road accident every year in
Bangladesh, a keynote paper on
"Road Safety Engineering"
quoted the recent World Ban
report as saying, reports BSS,

The keynote paper, read out
in a seminar on the theme at
the Institution of Engineers
(IEB) also quoted statistics of
Police Headquarters as saying
that last year the number of
deaths in road accidents stood
at 3,085.

"Till June this year, 1,730
persons were killed, 283 per-
sons received injuries and the
number of cases relating to road
accidents: _js 2,544 the
papers said, adding, "there
may be difference between the
figures of World Bank and Po-
lice Headquarters but the fact
remains that the number of
deaths in road accidents in
Bangladesh is one of the highest
in the World."

Communications Minister
Anwar Hussain, speaking as
chief guest at the seminar, em-
phasised the need for abiding by
rules and regulations of road
traffic, ;

“If we do not follow rules and
regulations in all spheres of our
national life, we cannot expect
any development," he said with
an appeal to the leaders at all
level to teach the countrymen
how to abide by rules and regu-
lations for a peaceful living.

The Minister advised all to

News

follow the symbols and signs of
road traffic system to avert ac-
cidents in the country. In this
respect, he pleaded for confor-
mity between signs and sym-
bols in the road traffic network
throughout the country.

_1he Institution of Engineers,
Bangladesh (Dhaka Centre), or-
ganised the seminar with its
president Prof Engr M A Han-
nan and Honorary General Sec-
rgar}r E;gr ANH Akhter Hus-
sain speaking as special guests.
Chairman guf lg:c se:g:ll'llinar
committee Prof Dr Engr MF
Bari presided over the session.

ditional Chief Engineer of
Roads and Highways Division
Khandaker Azadur Rahman
and Executive Engineer of Road
Safety Division M Habibur
Rahman presented two keynote
papers on "The Role of Vehicles
on Road Accident" and
‘Prospect of Road Safety Engi-
neering in Bangladesh." Two
foreign experts — Allan Jones
and Per Mathasen — gave sug-
ﬁesﬂﬂns on averting road acci-

ents.

According to the keynote pa-
pers, loss of lives, personal in-
Juries and property damage re-
sulting from road accidents are
commorn in Bangladesh.

"Even up to 65 fatalities and
93 injuries in only one accident
has been found." Khandaker
Azadur Rahman said in his pa-
per, adding that Bangladesh has
a latality rate estimated at 63

deaths per 10,000 motorised
vehicles in 1998, which was one
of the highest in the World.

Of the four factors responsi-
ble for the accidents. he said

.~auman behaviour accounted for

85 to 95 per cent accidents on
roads in terms of excess speed,
overloading, dangerous over-
taking and reckless driving.
Others are faulty vehicles, un-
safe roadways and lack of
AWareness. :

The two for Sug-
gested Iidentifying accident
spots on highways and regional
roads to carry out remedial
measures. They also recom-
mended training up teams of
traffic police officers .and en-
forcing a campaign throughout
the country to create awareness
among drivers as well as people
as a whole to avert msm:l:I acci-
dents. They also recommended
l?Flementing a public road
satety campaign all over the
country. |

As part of the road safety
measures devised by the Road
Safety Division, a pilot area
has been selected at Mirzapur
and Kayaltea under Gazipur
District to implement remedial
measures on 10 spots of road
accidents.

The remedial activities will
be implemented in the first half
of next year through pre-warn-
ing, erecting gates, speed break-
ers, and sale crossing points for
pedestrians.

Krishi Bank distributes
Tk 24 Jakh among slum
dwellers for rehabilitation

As part of the government
plan for phased rehabilitation
of the city slum-dwellers,
Bangladesh Krishi Bank yes-
terday distributed Tk 24 lakh
among 130 families for reset-
tling in their native villages,
reports UNB.

Beginning May 20 this year,
the BKB has distributed Tk 1.08
crore among 555 families so far
in four phases under the 'Ghare
Fera (home-coming)' pro-

ramme, named and initiated
y Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

Initially, the bank is repa-
triating 1000 familles to their
village homes under its Tk 2.08
crore scheme in five phases.
The rest 445 families will get Tk
1 crore on October 20,

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria handed over cheques to
the slum-dwellers, mostly [rom
the Agargaon slum.

Distributing the cheques at
Krishi Bank head oftice in
Motijheel, in the fourth phase
of the rehabilitation operation,
the minister criticised some
political ﬁ:arties. Gano Forum
in particular, for using the slum
people as their cards.

using them for drug trafficking
and terrorist activities. :

The Finance Minister di-
rected the BKB management to

uard against any sort of irregu-
arities in disbursing loan un-
der the programme.

Kibria bitterly criticised the
opposition's hartal pro-
grammes, which cause misery
to common people.

"Such meaningless, aimless
and issue-less movement re-
flects distorted politics. Such
kind of politics can never bring
.':M:i:g,{r1 good to the country,” he
said. : -

L., oomparni
- He alsor lashed: outrat those «t-Bastola, Executive Directoar. of-

National Dairy Development
" Board Ram Milan ¥Yadav, Joint "

Chairman of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Commiitee on
Finance Ministry Prof Ali
Ashraf MP said some influen-
tial people were doing business
capitalising on poverty of the
slum people.

He was critical of NGOs
charging high interest rates for
small credits given to the poor
and "so-called intellectuals” for
doing business with the slum-
dwellers.

BKB Chairman Dr MA Jalil
and managing director Shoeb
Ahmed also spoke on the occa-
sion.

Nepalese minister
1N City

Nepalese culture Minis-
ter Cllaaakra E:?‘ggad Bastola ar-
rived in the city yesterday on a
five-day official visit, reports
BSS.

Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Begum Matia Chowdhury re-
ceived him at the airport,

The Nepalese Minister is ac-
by his/wife Kusum.

Secretary of Nepalese icul-
ture Ministry Dr Surendra Ku-
mar Shrestha, General Man-
ager of Dairy Development Cor-
poration Tek Bahadur Thapa

.and Managing Director of Agri-

culture Entrepreneur Centre Dr
Dev Bokhta Shakya.

Bastola and members of the
delegation came by road and
were received at the Bangla
Bandh border in the morning
by local parliament member
Emdadul Haq. They flew to
Dhaka from Saidpur airport.

2 Shibir activists
beaten up

at DU hall

By DU Correspondent

Two Jamaat-backed Chha-
tra Shibir activists were beaten
up by Mohsin Hall resident stu-
dents at the hall yesterday
morning.

The victims were identified
lashSagir Ahmed and Baki Bil-
ah.

Campus sources said the stu-
dents caught the two from the
hall gate. During interrogation
b?! the BCL men. they had dis-
closed some names of other
Ehi}:ir activists staying at the

all,

A list of a. 11-member hall
unit committee of Shibir was
also recovered from them.

Sources said a number of
Shibir members left their
rooms at the hall following the
incident.

Woman stabbed

by ex-husband
dies at DMCH

woman stabbed al-
legedly by her divorced husband
at Shankhari Bazar in the old
city died in Dhaka Medical
College Hospital Sunday night,

. reparis UNB.
- iwHospital sources said the

victim Kalpana Rani Das, 17,
‘was allf:gl ﬁ stabbed by her di-
vorced husband Shamsuddin
on Thursday on her way back
home from the house of her stu-
dents. She was rushed to the
hﬂsFPitai in critical condition.

amily sources said Kalpana
had married Shamsuddin, a
Muslim, in January this year
and had divorced him in April.
She was staying with her par-
ents,

The body was sent to the
morgue for autopsy and a mur-
der case was lodged with the
Kotwali police.

BNP, allies

From page 1

There was however no word
from BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami
Bangladesh and Islami Oikkya
Jote, an EC official said.

The Left Democratic Front
wrote to the EC yesterday morn-
ing that the alliance was not
sending anybody to the Com-
mission mﬁetingb today. The
LDF letter signed by Nirmal Sen
cited EC's failure to respond to
the recommendations the Front
had forwarded before the mu-
niicipal polls.

The EC responded quickly
telling the Front in the after-
noon that many of the LDF sug-
gestions had already been ac-
cepted and some other sugges-
tions sent to "appropriate au-
thorities” wi.ich would require
amendments to the electoral
laws.

The ruling Awami League
representatives are scheduled to
hold talks with EC today.

Clinton

From page 1

establishing peace at national,
regional and international lev-
els and requested Sheikh
Hasina to continue her crusade

for peace,
She also lauded the
Bangladesh government's role

in the United Nations,

About extradition of the
killers of Bangabandhu to
Bangladesh, the US Secretary of
State said: "We hope it should be
possible within the legal system
... proceedings are on."

The Prime Minister re-
quested the US Secretary of
State to increase the garments
quota for Bangladesh by an-
other 30 per cent and thanked
her for the help of the US gov-
ernment during the last year's
devastating flood.

She said a number of US in-
vestors are now in Bangladesh
for further investment and
hoped the business ties would be
further consolidated in the days
ahead.

The officials of Bangladesh
hoped that the country would
get the membership of UN Secu-
rity Counicil in the next meet-
ing.

US Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN Richard Hol-
brooke, Assistant Secret of
State for South Asia Karl Indur-
furth and Executive Assistant
to Secretary of State Alex Wolff

| were present on the US side.

Biggest heroin haul

From page 1
Paltan,

The DNC DG got a secret in-
formation a week ago from a
source that 40-kg heroin would
be handed over at a hotel in the
capital shortly.

"l didn't disclose the infor-
mation to any body and was ob-
serving the situation person-
ally,” he said. "On Sunday, [ got
a mega-sized Lux soap weighing
200 grams ol heroin from the
source and tested it whether it is
really heroin or not."

Later, according to buyers'
desire, the three smugglers
gathered at suite No 906 of Hotel
Razmoni Ishakhan this
[Monday) morning to hand over
it.

In the morning, he disclosed |

. the Information and raised a

tearn of elght personnel and
briefed them.

"As per our plan, we also
hired a suite and went to the ho-

~ tel at about 11 am. We lay in

waiting for the consignment
when Rais came with a travel
bag at about 1 pm and entered
into the room. Keeping the bag,
he left the room and went to the
lift. Instantly we caught and
forced him to knock the door of
suite No 906 so that the inmates
could not guess anything.”

On knocking, other inmates
opened the door and the DNC
team expeditiously recovered
the bag of heroin and arrested
them.

"Really, I was in thrill after
etting the information and I
ecame successful.,” said an

elated Modabbir.

~“Rais Khan, who, along with
his two accomplices, was seated
on the floor of the DG's room in
the alternoon, was guestioned
by UNB Correspondent about

Digging at Noori
mosque suspended

The digging works at the
Noori Mosque site has been
temporarily postponed due to
indecision of the Noori Mosque
Complex Committee, a press re-
lease of the Liberation War Mu-
seumn said in the city yesterday.
reporis BSS. '

Urnider the circumstances, all
workers, security workers and
the officers and soldiers of
Bangladesh Armli' engaged in
the digging works, are bein
rem from the spot, it added.

their buyers. He just parried,
saying: "Mey musibal me par
jaonge (I will fall in trouble if I
disclose the names)."

They admitted that they
were only carriers. They were
under intensive interrogation
by the law-enforcing agencies
and already gave out some cues.

A special team of police
raided several places in the city
in a manhunt for the buyers,
but none could be arrested.

Under provision of
Bangladesh's Penal Code, death
is the only punishment for

bearing over 25 grams of
heroin.

Planned SKQOP
strike in Ctg oil
sector withdrawn

CHITTAGONG, Sept 20: The
planned indefinite strike in oil
sector and siege programmes at
Jamuna Bhaban called by
Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP) from
September 27 have been with-
drawn following a fruitiul dis-
cussion with Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation (BPC) at
its Head Office here today, re-
ports BSS,

The meeting was attended by
the chairman, the Director
(Marketing] and the Secreta
respectively of the BPC. SKO
leaders also submitted a memo-
randum to the BPC Chairman.

The SKOP has planned a
movement inc¢luding indefinite
strike in oil sector from
September 27 and siege pro-
%réamma at Jamuna Bhaban on

ptember 22 to press home its
demand for reinstatement of
BPC employee Fazlur Rahman
and withdrawal of show cause
notices served on 26 other em-
ployees.

DU teachers

From page 1
members could not attend the
meeting due to hartal. This
proved that only a section of
council members was concerned
about the matter,” it added.

The statement was signed
among others by Prof Wakil
Ahmed, Prof Monirul Haq, Prof
Sirajul Islam, Prof Sirajul Is-
lam Khan, Prof Mamataj Uddi
Ahmed, Prof Yusuf Haider, Pro
Abul Kalam Azad, Nurul Amin
Bepari, Dr Laila Noor Islam and
Prof Habiba Khtun. -

From page 1
It recommends that market-
ing of hazardous pesticides as
classified by the World Health
Organization be banned . It
calls for imposition of high
tariff rates on pesticides and
Frumuting expansion of IPM
integrated pest management).
It calls for banning of adver-
tisements of pesticides in the
media.

. The Commission feels that
proper implementation of 1984
Land Reforms Ordinance is
necessary to establish share-
croppers’ rights to a legitimate
share of profit in crop produc-
tion. e '

_ Other important recommen-

dations include, establishment
of a Horticulture Research In-

stitute, establishment of a 100-
hectare repository for preser-
vation ol local varieties of
fruits and vegetables, which are

tential sources for developin

igh yielding varieties an
joint ventures with multina-
tional companies for promo-
tion of export-led horticultural
products.

It calls for developing net-
work for ]i-(ru{:essin . preserving
and marketing of perishable
vegetables, fruits, potato, fish,
meat, egg and milk and enact-
Ing a law on ‘Plant Variety
Right' and intensification of
plant quarantine activities.

It says that a National
Standing Committee should be
formed to assess real demands
of fertilizer in the country and
fix their prices . It recommends
the building up of an emergency
fertilizer reserve in BADC
godown to face up to possible
crises. It recommends setting up
of fertilizer factories in the
northwestern and southwestern
zones of the country.

The Commission recom-
mends introduction of stan-
dardized system for strictly fol-
lowing the standard of tilling
and irrigation machinery used
by farmers . Withdrawal of
standardization system and
lifting of import regulations on
irn":i;atiun pumps in the past
had resulted in introduction of
low quality pumps in the coun-
try. it observes.

The Agriculture Commis-
sion., formed by the Govern-
ment on November 9, 19986,
with the Prime Minister's Agri-
culture and Food Advisor AM
Anisuzzaman as its chairman.
The mandate of the Commis-
sion was to prepare Enlicy' fec-
ommendations for the govern-
ment on enhancing food pro-
duction in the country com-
mensurate with the rise in pop-
ulation .

The one-year tenure of the
Commission had been extended
time and again. Though the re-
port was prepared on May 14
last, the tenure of the Commis-
sion has once again been ex-
tended till December this year
ostensibly for holding work-
shops on the report with a view
to eliciting experts opinion.
Four months have passed by,
but no igitiative has been taken
to urgﬁe he workshops.

Memibefs of the Cémrnisdion

are Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud,
Professor, Economics Depart-
ment of Dhaka University, Dr
SM Hasanuzzaman, former
Member (Agriculture) of Plan-
ning Commission, M Shahidul
Islam. ex-secretary of IMED.,
Planning Commission, Dr
Ainun Nishat, Professor of Wa-
ter Resources Department,
BUET, Syed Ali Kabir, former
deputy director of Bangladesh
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Bank and Dr Zahurul Karim,
Executive Chairman of
Bangladesh Agriculture Re-
search Council (BARC).

To catch up with the chal-
lenges of new millenium, an-
nual growth rate in agriculture
has to be accelerated at three to
four per cent compared to two
per cent now. Per hectare pro-
duction has also to be agcceler-
ated giving more thrust on en-
hancing land productivity and
irrigation facilities.

he Commission estimates

that the size of the country's

pGTu!atinn will stand at 173

million by the year 2020

against the current size of 128

million. Again, it is projected
d
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areas. Policy planners will ob-'
viously have to keép in mind
the changing food habits of ur-
ban population.

According to the Comimis-
sion’'s calculation, crop sector
has to achieve a 1.2 per cent
growth by 2020. The growth tar-
gets for potato, vegetables and
pulses have been set at 2.4 per
cent, edible oil at 3.8 per cent,
fruits at 4.7 per cent, spices at
3.2 per cent, sugar and molasses
at 4 per cent, fish at 3.5 per cent,
meat and eggs at 4.7 per cent
and milk at 4.2 per cent.

The Commission finds it a
‘very tough job' for Bangladesh
to grow enough food to feed its
ever-growing population
against the backdrop of dimin-
ishing farmland, and gradual
fall in soil fertility. However,
apprehending a limited avail-
ability of rice in the world
market in future, the Commis-
sion cautions that Bangladesh
could ill-afford fat food import
bills .

The Commission underlines
the need for enhancing nutri-
tion value in food. It foresees a
negative impact on socio-eco-
nomic development in the
country if the nutrition aspects
are not taken care of. It notes
that intellect, working capabil-
ity, life expectancy and disease
resistance capacity of the 46 per
cent of total population, livin
under the poverty line, will suf-
fer from malnutrition.

It notes that yield levels at
the farmers’ lands is far short
of what has been achieved at re-
search stations. It focuses on
yield loss as a result of drought
during Aman season and high
temperature during wheat sea-
son. It also focuses on current
stagnation in irrigation infras-
tructure development.

The Commission finds 3.4
percent growth rate achieved in
vegetable cultivation as en--
couraging but blames week ex-
tension activities and lapses in
market management for non-
expansion of fruit and spice cul-
tivation in the country.

It expresses concern over the
ever- decreasing trend in pulse
cultivation in the country and
recommends the development
of high yielding pulse varieties
through biotechnological re-
search.
~ The Commission put the
®hitd.on the sugar mills’ man-
agement and trade union activi-
ties for country's poor perfor-
mance in the sugar sector.

Bangladesh is dependent on
import for meeting 67 per cent
shortage in domestic oilseed
production and the Commis-
sion asserts that local oilseed
production can be doubled by
technology expansion and de-

veloping the age-old oil extrac-
tion methods,
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Nasim accuses Biswas
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who was sent on a diplomatic
assignment by the current gov-
ernment.

Abdul Mannan Bhuivan,
General Secretary of the main
opposition Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP), declined
to make any comment imme-
diately. Biswas is still a BNP
member.

But, General Mahbubur
Rahman, now defence advisor
to BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia, told AFP: "I have always
been a professional soldier and
was never involved in any con-
spiracy at any lime during my
long military service."

"It (Nasim's comment) is a
lie, a very sad matter for me,
unfortunate and motivated." he
added. :

A decorated veteran of the
Independence War, Nasim al-
leged Biswas tried "to drum up
the so-called coup attempt in a
bid to revive the dissolved
(sixth) parliament and tried to
foil the (June 12, 1996) general
elections.”

The allegations appeared in
signed articles published by the
tabloid Manavjameen and sev-
eral other dailies.

Biswas alsoe held the defence
portfolio during the interim pe-
riod after the then-prime minis-
ter Khaleda Zia resigned in
favour of a neutral caretaker
%ﬂvemmem headed by former

hief Justice Habibur Rahman
in the face of an opposition
campaign demanding a consti-
tutional amendmenlt under a
neutral government.

Elections however were held
on schedule after days of acute
tension following which Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina came
to office defeating the BNP.

Sheikh Hasina's Awami
League had earlier accused
Biswas of trying to undermine
the 1996 election by sacking
Nasim.

The trouble started after itwo
senior army officers had been
fired by Biswas without con-
sulting the army chief as re-
quired, and Nasim said he did

not get the chance to face the
military's investigating team

about the May 20, 1996 incident
and defend himself,

Biswas in a televised address
to the nation on May 20. 1996,
said Nasim had been sacied for
taking part in a revolt and ac-
cu the then army chief of
telling troops to march on the
capital as he could not accept
the forced retirement of the two

army officers.
Major General Helal Mur-

~shed and Brigadier Miran

Hamidur Rahman had earlier
been forced into retirement
without being given a reason.

But in a similar address the
same day caretaker government
chief Habibur Rahman dis-
tanced himself from Biswas's
actions and called for peace to
ensure the holding of the gen-
eral elections.

Nasim fought a long court
battle. He %nt back his rank and
other facilities given to a re-
tired officer, which are taken
away if an officer is sacked.
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known existence of the fly. This
has left the experts wondering
about the carrier of the parasite
in Bangladesh.

Since the parasite was found
for the first time in Bangladesh,
many doctors and virologists
are yet to be fully aware of its
symptoms and treatment.

“When a person is infected
with the parasite, he feels
drowsy and goes into prolonged
somnolence with high tempera-
ture. Eventually the person
dies,” said angther expert at the
IEDCR who declined to be
named.

The expert was nol sure
which medicine could be ad-
ministered to treat a Ty-
panosomasis patient, but
guessed that ‘prophylactic
medicines’ could be used in such
cases.

“We immediately need to
know the treatment because
once the disease spreads among
human beings, we will hardly
have time to save lives,” he ob-
served.

Some other experts pointed
out that the disease could have
been transmitted by animals
brought from Africa without
proper gquarantine procedure.

UNB adds: An emergency
meeting of the Task Force on
the National Zoo yesterday di-
rected authorities concerned to
take utmost care in supplying
food to the zoo inmates and its
cleanliness.

The meeting discussed the
latest situation in view of the
death of a cub, Sharmila. on
Sunday. Joint Secretalgr’ of
Fisheries and Livestock Min-
istry, Syed Golam Kibria who is
convenor of the Task Force
presided. :

It asked the zoo authorities
to take immediate steps to col-
lect necessary medicines of var-
ious animal diseases, including
Trypanosomiasis, a protozoan
disease of African origin. =



