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Clinton likely to
-visit Bangladesh
next February

NEW YORK. Sept 20: US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton is likely to
visit Eal‘ﬁi‘a{lesh next February,
reports B.

It was disclosed when US
Secretary of State Madeline Al-
bright called en Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her hotel
suite this morning.

Detailed schedule of the visit
will be worked out at the offi-
cial level. Principal Secretary
to the Prime Minister Dr SA
Samad and Foreign Secretary
CM Shafi told newsmen after
the nearly 40-minute meeting.

During the meeting, they
discussed the existing political
and economic relations be-
tween the fwo countries and
suggested means for further
consolidating the excellent bi-
lateral relations.

Albright praised various ef-
forts of the Prime Minister for

See page 11 Col 4

Occidental, Unocal
directed to
maintain

status quo

The High Court yesterday
passed an ad-interiitn order of
injunction directing Occidental
and Unocal to maintain status
quo for six months, reports
UNB.

The division bench compris-
ing Justice JR Modassir Hos-
sain and Justice BK Das also di-
rected Petrobangla not to make
any payment to Unocal for the
gas supplied by Occidental.

The ¥junction and order of
the court came upon a revision
petition filed by Maxwell Engi-
neering Works Ltd, a local con-
tractor for Occidental. Maxwell
sought to restrain Occidental
from transferring its plants,
machinery, equipment and as-
sets in Bangladesh including
their shares to Unocal. said a
press release issued by Barrister
Rafique-ul- Huq, the counsel for
the petitioner.

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
appeared for Occidental and
Unocal.

Shajahan l:EurdeT
OC asked to act on

L

mortem report
By Court Correspondent

#

A Dhaka metropolitan mag-
istrate yesterday directed the

officer-in-charge (OC) of Mirpur
thana to take legal action on
the basis of the post mortem re-
port in the Sha:ﬂ'ahan murder
case, The OC is also an accused
in the case,

The case was filed by Abdul
Malek, younger brother of the
victim, with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrates
Court, Dhaka, on September 19,
accusing five persons includi
the OC of Mirpur thana o
killing Shajahan while he was
in police custody.

A police team led by sub-in-
spector Motiur Rahman picked
up Shajahan from his residence
at Mirpur on September 12
without charges and beat him
severely.

Fatally injured Shajahan
was admitied to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital on September
13. He succumbed to the injuries
at the hospital the same day.
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In the biggest ever drug haul
in the country, the Department
of Narcotics Control recovered
24.1 kg of heroin worth about
Tk 25 crore from a city hotel
and arrested three Pakistani
nationals.

Acting on a tip-off, a team
led DNC Director General
Modabbir Hossain Chowdhury
recovered the heroin from 3
room at Hotel Rajmoni Isa
Khan at Kakrail and arrested
the smugglers.

They lay in waiting at a suit
in the hotel and arrested the
three when they were about to
hand over the heroin to their
"buyers".

The three are Ibrahim and
Alekzan from Peshwar and
Rais Khan from Karachi, all in
their 30s. They are believed to
be members of an international

gang of drug smugglers, investi-

gators said.

Modabbir's team included
four DNC personnel and four
from the Detective Branch of
police.

The heroin which was found
to be "absolutely pure and of
high quality" after test was
brought from Afghanistan
through India about a month
back for trafficking it to a
European country, Modabbir
said.

The consignment, contained
in a bag, was packed in 118
packets of Lux soap. Each
packet contained 200 grams,
and 500 grams were in un-
packed condition.

Sources said Ibrahim and
Alekzan arrived in Bangladesh
‘a few days back. Rais Khan, who
came from Karachi about one
month ago, carried the heroin.
the investigators said.

Involvement of any
Bangladesh in it is being inves-
tigated, they said.

The DNC DG said he was irni-
formed by a source about a week
back that a big consi ent of
heroin would be handed over at
a city hotel.
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Biggest ever haul |

Heroin worth Tk 25c¢r
seized: 3 arrested

By Staff Correspondent

Airport. The SB later came to
know that some suspects were
already in the city and were
staying at some city hotels.

Then DG then engaged "in-
formers”. One of the sources
went to Hotel Isa khan posing
as a buyer and collected a sam-
ple of the heroin.

UNB adds; Modabbir said
that all the three arrested
Pakistanis were members of an
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international racket of drug

smugglers.
He informed that Rais Khan

trespassed into Bangladesh by

road, crossing Indian border,
about a month back and had
been staying at Hotel Al Fahad
al Dhanmondi. Alekzan and
Ibrahim arrived here in a PIA
flight on Tuesday lasl and were
staying at Hotel Pritom at

See page 11 Col 5

Three Pakistani citizens were arrested yesterdajr with 25

kilograms of heroin in their possession from Rajmoni Isha
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Mmission report

_Ag‘riculture Co

Raise allocation, make access to
loans easier, speed up reforms

The Agriculture Commission
has recommended a string of
measures to boost food output
in the country that includes
more budgetary allocations for
the sector, provisions for crop
insurance to cover losses and
easier access to loans. b

It also emphasizes the intro-
duction of credit cards for end-
ing non-formal systems of loan
and speeding tip land reforms.

The Commission has come
up with a fuil-ﬂcgied report af-
ter a two and a | years' exer-
cise. The Commission prepared
its report on agriculture sector
in M?K last, but is yet to submit
it to the government .

The Commission feared that
if enough pro-agricultural ac-
tivities were not taken up with-
out delay and agriculture-based
industries are not developed in
the countryside, there would be
additional pressures on inade-

uate civic amenities due to in-
ux of unemployed farm
labourers to urban areas.

A su of the report was
made available to The Daily
Star yesterday.

Investment in agriculture
sector was 39 per cent of the
government's total develop-
ment budget in late ‘708 which
has now dropped to a mere 22
per cent . The Commission rec-
ommended that the volume be
raised to at least 30 per cent of

By Reaz Ahmad

total annual development bud-
get b[w’,: the year 2010.
T

¢ Commission noted it

with grave concern that money
saved by reduction of subsidy in
agriculture was diverted to
other sectors whereas, the sub-

sidy-cut on agricultural input

was initiated in the 80s to sup-
port different sub-sectors of
agriculture. It strongly pleads
the case for diverting the money
to agricultural research.

The Commission noted exis-
tence of non-formal farm credit
system in the form of
‘Mahajani Loan’ and found that
Mahajans charged as high an
interest as 120 to 200 per cent,
making the resource-poor peas-
ants even more vulnerable .

The culture Commission
recommended loan facilities
against crops grown . [t sug-
gested that the government
should provide loan to farmers
against the crops and make ar-
rangements for preserving their
produces at godowns.

The idea is to enable farmners

get better off-season prices for
crops instead of selling the
crops at lower prices at peak
season, The farmers will extin-
guish loans after selling their
crops as and when they lift
their stock from the godowns..
recommends the Commission.
The Commission wants the
government to save the loan-

giving institutions from lig-
uidity crisis and put an end to
the default culture by discard-
ing the perennial problem of
‘%ulitical loan waiver’. It says
that under no circumstances
the farm loan should be waived.
Even if there is a crop loss due
to natural disaster, relief and
rehabilitation should be the
tools for assistance rather than
waiving of loans.

It calls for the introduction
of a Crop Insurance Scheme by
the Bangladesh Krishi Bank. It
further recommends the fixing
of a 'Credit Ceiling’ for farmers
on the bases of farm size. prop-
erty they possess, crop diversity
that they follow and distribu-
tion of ‘Credit Cards’ among the
farmers. Farm loan has to be
linked with crops insurance,
the Commission suggested.

The Commission finds it
necessary to establish Seed
Technology Centres in each
thana to render technical ser-
vices as well as to train up the
farmers and seed merchants in
matters of quality seed produc-
tion and marketing.

It recommmends that the pub-
lic sector keep up the efforts of
producing foundation seeds
while promoting the private
and NGO sectors in growing
quality seeds through contract
growers.

See Page 11 Col 7
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Gen Nasim names
‘conspirators’,
accuses Biswas

~of trying to
foil 1996 polls

Former army
tenant General Abu Saleh
Muhammad Nasim, sacked dur-
ing a failed revolt in 1996, has
accused the then president of
trying to foil general elections.
says AFP.

Nasim accused former presi-
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas and
a number of army officers. in-
cluding his successor and now
retired lieutenant general M
Mahbubur Rahman. of hatch-
ing a "conspiracy” at that time,
including one to kill him.

Among the "conspirators”
named were Major General Ab-
dul Matin, who has since re-
tired, Major General Subid Ali
Bhuiyan, given forced retire-
ment last year, and Major Gen-
eral Ruhul Amin Chowdhury,

See Page 11 Col 7

Parasite that
killed tigers
can be fatal

for humans

By Morshed Ali Khan and
Inam Ahmed

Virologists and doctors have
warned that the rare parasite —
Typanosoma — responsible for
the death of four tigers at the
Dhaka Zoo. could be fatal for
humans.

The first ever finding of the
fatal parasite in the country
has alarmed the experts, who
now emphasise that the ‘vector
or carrier’ of the parasite must
be identified immediately.

“Otherwise, it could turn out
to be a major tragedy as had
happened in many African
countries where all living be-
ings in villages after villages
were wiped out by the parasite
attack before it was controlled.”
said a top expert at the Institute
of Epidemiology and Disease
Control and Research (IEDCR)
in the city.

In=zAlrica, the disease is
spread through a fly known as
the Tse Tse fly. But in
Bangladesh, there has riot been
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~ JU students
threaten
tougher

programme

From JU Correspondent

The agltatilﬁ students at Ja-
hangirnagar University have
threatened to go for tougher
programmes beginning today in
a bid to make the authorities
meet their demand for with-
drawal of enhanced admission
fees for the first year students.

They decided to barricade
Dhaka-Aricha highway and re-
sist admission process if their
demands were not met imme-
diately.

The programme  was an-
nounced yesterday after a meet-
ing between the authorities and
the students failed to resolve
the crisis.

Earlier, the students with-
drew . a ‘siege’ of Syndicate
members who were in an emer-
gency meeting to break the im-

See Page 12 Col 1

Raozan plant
in trouble
again
From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 20: A
Raozan Power Plant unit
tripped a&ain at around 1 pm
today, reducing the generation
EHFIJ?E“F of the 420-MW plant to
half.

Both units of the plant
tripped once earlier this month.

ources said the repair work
was going on and that resump-
tion of the unit's generation
may take a day or two.
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BNP, allies ignore

EC call for talks

'By Staff Correspondent

The BNP and its allies did
not turn up at the Election
Commission office yesterday to
discuss possible dates for par-
liamentary by-elections in two
constituencies in Faridpur and
Tangail.

The EC had invited the oppo-
sition parties a few days back

The Faridpur - 4 con-
stituency fell vacant following
the death of ruling party’s Ad-
vocate Mosharraf Hossain on
August 19 and the Tangail - 8
‘constituency after the resigna-
tion of Abdul Kader Siddiqui on
September 29

However, representatives of
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal and
Jatiya Party led by Anwar Hos-
sain Monju attended the EC
meeting. Munirul Hugq Chowd-
hury of JP -and Mainuddin

Khan Badal of JSD were pre-
sent. Both parties have repre-
sentatives in the Cabinet.

The EC told the two that it
was planing to hold the by-elec-
tions in the last week of Octo-
ber, a senior EC official said.
They did not object to the idea.
the official said.

However, the JSD leader
asked the EC to see if the candi-
dates were spending more than
three lakh taka in election ex-
penses, meeting sources said.
“The EC must be serious about
it,” he was quoted to have told
the officials.

Meanwhile, an official of the
Ershad-led Jatiya Party phoned
an EC official yesterday morn-
ing to say that party leaders
would not attend the meeting.

See page 11 Col 4
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Abduction

Expelled DU
student held

from hall

By DU Correspondent

Mobile Mohsin, an expelled
student of Dhaka Universit
and activist of Bangladﬂsg
Chhatra League (BCL), was ar-
rested from Suryasen Hall Sun-
day night in connection with
the kidnapping of a school stu-
dent from the DU campus for
ransom. :

Police cordoned the hall af-
ter midnight and arrested him
from Room No-274. Police also
raided some other rooms in
search of other suspects but

| could neither arrest any body
- TIOT recover any arms.

Mohsin was also arrested on
charge of kidnapping a busi-
nessman about two months
back. He was released from the
jail 10 days ago.

The police drive came fol-

Fatikchhari

0 blood samples tested

Dengue found in 4

By Naimul Haq

A high level meeting con-
vened by the healthh ministry
yesterday decided to take some
measures to combat the threat
posed by a mysterious disease
claiming some lives in a row.

Four people died of suspected
viral encephalitis or parasitic
cerebral malaria in the city in
less than a month, causing con-
cern among people. Both the
diseases are caused by mosquito
bite and attack the brain.

Besides. test of blood sam-
ples of 10 people yesterday
showed that four of those con-
tained deadly Dengue virus,

also carried by mosquito. a gov- .
ernment expert said.

The meeting was attended
by. among others, Director of
the Institute of Epidemiology
and Disease Control and Re-
search (IEDCR) Dr Zakir Hos-
sain, Chief of Party of Urban
Family Health Project (UHFP)
Dr Peter Connel and Chief
Health Officer of Dhaka City
Corporation Dr Md Ashraf Ud-
din. |

."In the meeling, we have de-
cided to educate peopie on the

Lthose are caused. what can be
done for remedy and precau-
tionary measures to be taken.
These educational information
would be aired through radio
and television and published in
newspapers.” Dr Zakir Hossain
said.

"As a precautionary mea-
sure, we have already asked the
hospitals and health centres to
admit on a priority basis pa-
tients with complaints of
fever."

He told this correspondent,
‘"We have also collected blood
samples from*'Khulna and Jes-
sore to detect malaria and other
viral diseases. In phases. we
will also collect blood samples
from Chittagong, Rajshahi and
Sylhet divisions.

"We tested 10 blood samples
today (Monday) and out of
those, four tests showed posi-
tive for dengue virus. The re-
sults are causing more concern
because Denguie is not prevalent
in the city areas.’

Doctors say when a person is
infected with Dengue, prevalent

.in_deep fores! areas. it cauges. o
T See Page 12 Col 2 ]_Ch"ﬂ a

Gunfight during Tipu’s

Janaza: AL MP hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 20: Rul-
ing party lawmaker Rafigqul
Anwar and at least 30 other
people including six policemen
were injured in a violence at the
time of holding janaza of a BCL
leader at Fatikchhari College
ground this morning, police
and witnesses said.

Violence erupted at 10 am
when Awami League MP from
Raligul Anwar
alias 'Sona’ Raliq reached the
college ground to attend the
Janaza ol Rashedul Anwar Tipu,
a local BCL leader, who was
killed on Saturday night.

Local people and BCL ac-
tivists who gathered there to
attend the janaza gheraoed the
MP and chanted sﬁngans blam-
ing him for the killing. They al-
leged that Tipu was killed by a
rival BCL faction patronised by
him.

Police opened fire to disperse
the mob and rescue the MP. The
agitators replied with gunshots
and brickbats. The violence
continued there for aboul an
hour and then spilled over to
surrounding areas. locking the
two rival BCL factions in a gun-
fight till about noon.

Of the six injured policemen,
four including the OC of
Fatikchhari thana were admit-
ted to Chittapong Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

Additional police force has
been deployed at the Fatikch-
hari thana headquarters as a
tense situation is prevailing
there, police said. ,

Supporters of BCL leader
Tipu also staged a demonstra-

tion at Fatikchhari profesting
the killing and pu! up barri-
cades on the Chittagong-Kha-
grachhari road yesterday
morning.

Police sources said the AL
MP was advised by senior police
officials last night not to attend
the janaza.

UNB adds: Another brief
armed encounter between the
two BCL factions erupted at
Nazirhat Bazar at about 4 pm,
but police intervened and dis-
engaged them immediately.

Apart from the bullet-
stricken people in CMCH, 11
others were admitted to differ-
ent clinics in the city and 32 to
Nazirhat health centre.

Tipu, a former joint secre-
tary of Fatikchhari thana
Chhatra League, was kidnapped
and Killed by a group allegedly
led by his rival district {north)
BCL General Secretary Abu
Taiyub Saturday night.

Emily sources saild Taiyub
called Tipu away from his home
in the name of resolving their
old rivalries in presence of
Kanchannagar UP Chairman
Abul Kashem Chowdhury.

Chowdhury, who was also
kidnapped along with Tipu, was
released Sunday. Police said the
UP Chairman gave them details
of the kidnapping and killing.

Traffic on the Chittagong-
Khagrachhari road halted and
shops and educational institu-
tions shut down during the
raging troubles. :

Tipu was buried at their fam-
ily graveyard this afternoon

See Page 12 Col 8.

lowing a series of incidents of
crime on the DU campus. The

school student, Kashem, was
kidnapped from in front of the
University Club at about nooan
on Saturday and released by the
captors in the evening on pay-
ment of Tk 1.5 lakh, sources
concerned said.

When contacted, Ramna po-
lice said last night that Mohsin
was arrested under Section 54.
They said there was no specific
allegation or case st him.

He was produced before the
CMM court yesterday. The court
sent him to fail, police said.

When contacted, Provost of
Suryasen Hall Prof AFM Yusuf
Haider told The Daily Star that
he was informed of the matter
but did not know on what
charge Mohsin was arrested. He
claimed that there was no out-

See Page 12 Col 6/

CU classes

resume

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG., Sept 20: Cla-
sses of Chittagong University
(CU) resumed today after a 39-
day unscheduled vacation.
Different student organisa-
tions including Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), Bang-
ladesh Chhatra Union [ECLE.
Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS),

Samaijtanirik Chhatra Front

The WASA pump house at Dolaikhal which flushes treated sewa
shows the four outlets which have virtually ceased functioning.

The other picture shows bags floating on the lagoon by the pump house.

ge into the Buriganga finds it difficult to numlﬁm the discarded plastic shopping bags.The picture on the right

— Star photo by AKM Mohsin

(SCF], . and _ Jativatabadj .
s Dal (JCDL arranged
scparate raliies and brought gut
procession on the campus
manding resumption of bus
service for the students.
Speakers at the rallies
prolested syndicate decision to
restart partial bus service.
said that they would declare
fresh agitation programmes
against the decision soon.
Meanwhile, no student bus
plied on the campu's today. Only
two or tiree student Dusces psics
between university gate ﬁn-l
and Chittagong-Hathazari
road. But a CU press release said -
12 buses plied on the campus for
the students today.

Honorary degree

62 DU teachers
question Council

decision

By DU Correspondent

Sixty-two teachers of the
Dhaka University have come u
with another statement regard-
ing the Academic Council deci-
sion to confer honerary doctor-
ate degree on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina as 'the DU au-
Lthorities produced some logic
about the decision’.

In a joint statement yester-
day, they asked: “Why didn't the
authorities inform the Aca-
demic Council members of such
an important agenda of the
meeting earlier?”

“If the Academic Council
members were informed ear-
lier, they would be able to take
the decision in a proper way.
But they took the decision
without giving the chance to the
members,” the statement said.

The issue was not included
on the main agenda of Aca-
demic Council meeting and was
raised at the last minute, the
statement said.

The teachers also refuted the
DU authorities’ claim about the
number of members present in
the meeting. "The number was
not right as many council

See Page 11 Col 6

Shamsur Rahman
will be sent to
Singapore today

Ailinﬁ E:et Shamsur Rah-
man wi sent to Singapore
today for better treatment, re-
ports UNB.

The poet was undergoing
treatment at the National Insti-
tute of Cardiovascular Diseases
(NICD) in the city. Two physi-
cians and a me r of his fam-
ily will accompany him.

Earlier, the government

made all arrangements for
treatment of the poet at Mount
Elizabeth Hospital.
«: The was admitted to the
NICD a severe heart attack
on September 12. He was shifted
to Coronary Care Unit on Sun-
day as his_condition deterio-
rated.

The authorities had formed
a nine-member medical teaiu
for the treatment of the ;
that advised sending him to

Singapore.



