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"I‘GKYG. Sept 18: South Kore-

a's three-time World Cup player
Hwang Sun-Hong scored a hat-
trick to streatch his lead in the
gnal rankings as Cerezo Osaka

efeated Vissel Kobe 5-0 in the
J-League football on Saturday,
reports AFP,

Hwang quickly collected his
teammate's wrong-angled shot
to open the scoring in the 26th
minute and then added two
more in the 70th and 80th
minutes for a total of 19 goals
this season.

"I thought 1 would have an-
other scoring chance. 1 was
seeking a third goal. I'm
to ?111;11 or 25wh s thi'seaann."
said Hwang, who was four S
above Brazilian Baron, nfngIF
United Ichihara in the goal
rankings.

Shimizu S-Pulse took the
sole lead when they blanked
Sanfrecce Hiroshima 2-0 for
their seventh win against two
defeats for 20 points, three
points above Yokohama Mari-
nos, Kyoto Purple Sanga and
Kashiwa Reysol.

Marinos came back from a
goal down in the last four min-
utes and then Japan's interna-
tional striker Shoji Jo in the

99th minute as they defeated
Verdy Kawasaki 3-2. _ ;
- » Purple Sanga made too
many mistakes and suffered a
humiliating 5-1 defeat to
Avispa ' Fukuoka. although
Brazilian midfielder Silas once
tied the contest in the 44th
mjlil(l.;teﬁ Reysol edged past

shiwa ed pas
Bellmare Hiratsuka 1-0 thanks
to Hideaki Kitajima's header
shortly before the first half.

Euro 2000

Ukraine can play
in Moscow

KIEV, Sept 18: Ukraine are

ready to play a European
Championship qualifier
against Russia in Moscow next
month after suggesting the
game should be moved to a neu-
tral venue because of fears of
terrorism, reports Reuters.

President Leonid Kuchma, a
big soccer fan, told a news brief-
ing on Friday that the Group
Four match should go ahead on
October 9 despite several bomb
" attacks in Russia.

"As a fan, I think the match
should take place in any case,
Kuchma said. "But Russia
should provide security for the
soccer players and the match.” -

Ukrainian news agencies
had quoted Borys Voskresen-
sky, vice-president of the
Ukrainian Football Federa-
tion, as saying on Thursday
that the qualifier should be
switched. | '

“Definitely, you can't play in
‘Moscow,” Voskresensk ad
said, adding that Ukraine
would ask European governing
bnd% UEFA to move the tie to a
ne o

couptry. S v
Volodymyr TLashkul, a
d?ugf'chamnan of the football
fedération, said on day the

body had not asked UEFA to
move the match from Moscow
and would not do so.

"We have not sent any appeal
to UEFA on moving the match
and would not initiate this in
the future,” Lashkul said.

“A group of UEFA experts
will visit Moscow in the near
future, and only UEFA will
make the final decision," he
said. The Russian Football
Union decided this week to im-
pose extremely tight security
measures at all -domestic
matches.

Russia, who are level with
France on 18 points in their
group, host leaders Ukraine (19
points ) in the final qualifier
which will decide who goes to
the Euro 2000 finals.

The French are at home to
fourth-placed Iceland.
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Maria Mutola of Mozambique leads the pack in the 800 metres semifinal at the All Africa

— AFP photo

(AP /Xinhua/Reutlers); South

African swimmer Mandy Loots
has contributed six gold medals
to put her country, with 61

golds, comfortably atop the

medal table of the seventh All

Africa Games., -

Loots won the 200-metre but-

200-nietre” backstroke in
2:21.22"both Games records.
She helped South Africa to 30 of
the 32 golds on offer in swim-
ming. -'
Second in the standings is
Nigeria, with 48 golds, and
Egypt is third with 46,

In track action, Ethiopia's
Gete Wami added the All Africa
Gameés 10,000-metre title to her
world cross country champi-
onship and her World Athletics
Championships 10,000-metre
titie. In a race of pedestrian
. she injected a big surge af-

ter 24 minutes to break clear

and win comfortably in
32:08.15 from compatriot Mer-
ima Hashim and Kenya's Leah
Malot.

won the 400-metre hurdles in
48 .30 from Zimbabwe's Ken
Harnden and Kenya's Erick
Keter.

Mozambican star 800-metre
runner Maria Mutola qualified
comfortably for Saturday's fi-

terfly Friday in 2:16.02, and the _

Earlier, Ibou Fave of Senegal

countries are participating in
the All Africa Games, the con-
tinent's biggest sporting event.
It ends on Sunday,

South African victories in
the men's pole vault and the
women's heptathlonn put the

hosts’ haul of athletic golds at |

nine, folldwed by Nigeria's' six.

In other ‘évents, "Egypt
the men’s réestyle’
undef 85Ky 'And YBinder 150
class. Nigeria's Ibo Oziti too
gold in the 69kg class and South
Africa’s Tjonkie van Rensburg
the 58kg category.

Cote D'lvoire beat South
Alrica 2-0 to win the men's
teanm: tennis. Nigeria took a

clean sweep in the table tennis

Zamalek, Wydad
~in CAF Cup
o

JOHANNESBURG, Sept 18-

North African giants Zamalek
of Egypt and Wydad Casablanca
of Morocco reached the African
Football Confederation Cup

semifinals in contrasting
fashion this weekend, reports
AFP. |

Zamalek trounced Kwara

osts set pool afire

JOHANNESBURG, Sept 18°

mixed doubles while Nigeria
and Egypt ran up victories in
tackwondo,

Meanwhile, a Nigerian boxer
has been expelled from the All
Africa Games after testing posi-
tive for a banned steroid.

The head of the Supreme
Council for Sport in Africa's

L wonl . ical, . commission. James..
wfe'ﬁtﬂ{g" HTEAICal .

Se v ds urine

| uga, said ast.

takermn Irom lightwelght Osiobe |

Eneuvwedia on Tuesday had

tested positive for alsteroid he

named as 19-Norandosterone,
"Eneuvwedia is disqualified

from the boxing event ... and he
is suspended [rom participating
in all further events at the
Games.”" Sekajugo told re-
porters.

“This decision will be com-
municated to the Amateur In-
ternational Boxing Associa-
tion, which might impose fur-
ther sanctions.”

Eneuvwedia was to have
fought Ben Rabah of Tunisia in
the lightweight final on Satur-
day.
FEnﬂuvwedIa is the first ath-
lete to be expelled from the
Games for failing a drugs test.

MEDALS TABLE

All Africa Games medals
table after Friday's competi-
tions (tabulated under, gold,
silver, bronze and medal total);

Liu clinches
singles title

GUILIN, China. Sept 18:

Last-minute substitute Liu
Guozheng became the talk of the
'99 China Grand Prix Table
Tennis Championships as the
unfancied Chinese paddler wen

the men’s singles title here on
Saturday, reports AFP.

Liu, entering the tournament
as the understudy of injury-hit
former world champion Kong
Linhui, toughed out a 21-11, 17-
21, 12- 21, 21-15, 21-19 victory
over South Korean Lee Chul-Se-
ung in the {inal and pocketed
12,500 US dollars in prize
money.

In the women's doubles 1:n-
fancied Li Nan and Lin Ling
from China toppled this vear's
World Championships gcld
medalists Wang Nan and Li Ju
21-19, 16-21, 21-17 in 35 min-
utes,

The result completed a dis-
mal day for world number one
Wanff.{ Nan, who was bounced out
of the women's singles final
Saturday morning,

Il was the first major title
for Liu, and it came the hard
way,

He took the biggest scalp of
the tournament by eliminating
his world champion teammiite
Liu Guoliang, sin the third
round, before overcoming an-
other heavyweight compatriot
Wang Ligin, ITTF Pro-Tour fi-
nals winner, in the semifinals
earlier Saturday.

“Today is a very important
day in my career,” said a 4ubi-
lant Liu "Finally 1 translated
my (raining efforts into a ma-
jor title.”

Liu Guozheng revealed that
he had an impressive record
against Liu Guoliang in the
training camp but lack of
strong nerves at crucial mo-
ments often cost him in the big
events.

But the absence of top Euro-
pean players, especially Swe-
den's Jan-ove Waldner,
Vladimir Samsonov of Belarus
and Croatian Zoran Primorac,
made Liu's triumph less con-
vincing in a depleted men's sin-
gles field.

In the lollowing men’s dou-
bles final, Chinese duo Wang
Ligin and Yan Sen thrashed the
South Korean pair Kim Taek-
So0 and Oh Sang-Eun 21-15, 21-
19 to take the gold,

" Earlier, Chinese women's
world number three Li Ju scored
a walk-over victory ‘over Chi-
nese-born German Qianhong
Gotsch, who quit the final due
to a fever after a gutsy four-set
win over world champion and
lop seed Wang Nan in the semi-
finals.

Cuba won’t ban
Sotomayor

HAVANA, Sept 18: Cuba,
brushing aside exhortations
from the International Ama-
teur Athletics Federation

(IAAF), said Friday it consid-"|
ered high jumper Javier So-.

tomayor innocent of doping
charges and would not ban him,
reports Reuters. :

“The Cuban Federation will
not suspend him... the IAAF can
inke whatever decisions it
likes.” Alberto Juantorena,
head of the Cuban Athletics
Federation, said in comments
quoted Friday by the official
Communist party newspaper
Granma.

Juantorena was responding
to a public reminder from the
IAAF Thursday that Cuba
should apply IAAF rules and
ban Sotomayor, one of the
communist-ruled island's best
known sports stars. for failing
a recent dope test,

Cuba’s President Fidel Cas-
tro has launched a campaign to
iry to clear Sotomayor, who
tested positive for cocaine after
winning the gold medal at the
summer Pan American Garmes
in Winnipeg, Canada.

TOKYO. Sept 18:
Lindsay Daven-
port: currently
playing for the
United States in
the Fed Cup final
on her home ground, will have a
busy week to spearhead the
Princess Cup tennis
tournament to get underway
Tuesday, reports AFP.

The 23-yvear-cld Wimbledon
champion from California is
the Lop seed of the 520.000-dol-
lar outdoor hardcourt tourna-
ment here, ahead of flellow
American defending champion
Monica Seles, the second seed.

Davenport hopes to salvage
ner disappointmeént at Flushing
Meadows where she failed to de-
fend the US Open title losing to
her Fed Cup teammate Serena
Wiliams in the semifinals.

But winning Wimbledon on
the surface Davenport hates has
already helped ease the pain of
her disappointing year.

‘It has been a magnificent
vear that I won Wimbledon "
said Davenport. who has won
four titles this scason. "Other
that that it has been okay, It
hasn't been tremendous. Win-
ning Wimbledon helped a lot."

Davenport, with three other
lop seeds, received a first-round
bye before playing either
American Corina Morariuor
Anna Smashnova of Israel in
the second round

She was drawn in the same
quarier with the Australian
Open runner-up Amelie Mau-
resmo of France, fifth seed, and
the same half with fourth seed
Amanda Coetzer of South
Alrica and seventh seed Amy
Frazier of the Unitted States.

In the bottorn half with Seles

T

Princess Cup from Tuesday

were former Wimbledon cham-
pion Conchita Martinez of
Spain, eighth seed, Julie
Halard-Decugis of France,
lourth seed, and Japan's Ai
Sugiyama, sixth seed
PSS
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plays Thai top player Tamarine
Tanasugarn in the first round.
The field also included Wim-
bledon sensation Jelena Dokic
of Australia, who shocked
reigning world number one
Martina Hingis ofSwitzerland
in the first round before reach-
ing the quarterfinals in July.
American l4-year-old
prodigy Monique Viele will
make a professional debut in
Tokyo as a wild card entrant.
forcing the WTA to change the
rules prohibiting players 14 or
less from playing on the tour.
Viele, being hailed as a super

Tlye Bhaily Star 15

star of the next generation, is a
singer, a maodel and an actress
who became the youngest
champion of the Florida
under-18 last season and has
won 70 junior titles by the end
of last year.

Viele will play American
Jane Chi, while Dokic will
challenge Martinez in the first
round.

Kiefer, Bastl

reach final

TASHKENT, Sept 18: Third
seed Nicolas Kiefer overcame an
indifferent start to beat Daniel
Vacek of the Czech blic 7-6.
6-2 in the semifinal o the Pres-

ident's Cup on Friday, re orts
Reuters, ? =

Kiefer, who has dro Eod onl
one set on his way to b e ﬂrn.-'lly
admitted to being "pretty bad”
early on.

“‘But beginning from the tie-
break I played confidently for
the rest of the match "

Kiefer, the only seeded
player to advance beyond the
second round, will meet Swiss
qualifier George Bastl today.

Bastl reached his first major
final by beating Peter Wessels of
the Netherlands 6-4. 6-3.

"This has been one of the
besl weeks in my entire tennis
career,’ said Bastl, who has yet
to drop a set in the tournament.

The 23-year-old American
born Swiss, who the week
ranked 154th in the world,
turned professional only 18
months ago after excelling in a
different sport,

LLAS VEGAS, Sept
18: To the shrieks
#nd chants of du-
clling fans Fri-

day, Oscar De La
Hoya and Felix Trinidad
weighed in for their scheduled
12-round welterweight title
fight Saturday, reports Reuters,
Both men weighed the re-
g}..lil‘ﬂd 147 pounds (67 kg} but
€ muscular De La Hoya needed
all the help he could get to make
the weiight and so, to the delight
of his female fans, had to take
off his undershorts to be

IBF welterweight champion Felix Trinidad of Puer
Hoya of the United States flex their muscles in Las

champion Marvin Hagler also
drew cheers when he raised
Trinidad's hand belore: he

Mallorca Open
tennis results

PALMA DE MALLORCA,
Spain, Sepi 18: The two remain-
ing seeds in the Mallorca Open.
Alex Corretja and Dominic
Hrbaty, will meet in today's
semifinals after victories on

. Friday, reports Reuters.

Slovakian Hrbaty, seeded

Fighters weigh & wait

to Rico (L) and cliallenger Oscar de la
Vegas on September 17.

— AFP photo

stepped on to the scale,

rinidad's promoter, Don
King, tried o make an issue of
De La Hoya's weight bﬂr dramat-
ically scrutinising the scale,
But officials immediatel
stepped forward and indicat
that he had made weight.

Then it was the turm of De La
Hoya, the Mexican-American
out of East Los Angeles, to
churn up his fans, who out-
numbered and out-cheered the

~other side.

The "Golden Boy" took the
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