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No-hartal Option

Beaconing

NP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia does not

seem to be a pro-hartal person by nature. Leave
aside her prime ministerial aversion to it, even as
opposition leader she has not basically sounded
like a hell-bent protagonist of hartal. In fact, as
her inclinations prior to the last three days' shut-
tering down had shown she was gradually distanc-
ing herself from the hartal option until she deemed
it fit to go for the three-day standstill ending last
Wednesday. Not long ago she had admitted to hav-
ing benefited enormously from car cavalcades,
way-side rallies, processions and sit-in demon-
strations she staged without taking recourse to any
hartal.

It is in this context that Begum Zia's response to
the BGMEA's latest appeal for eschewing hartal as
a political programme ought to be seen. BNP chair-
person told the BGMEA president Anisur Rahman
Sinha who had gone to see her on Friday that she
would forsake hartal if the government agreed to
resignation of the Chief Election Commissioner
and restructuring of the Election Commission.
That she has not spurned the no-hartal suggestion
outright is welcome; but basically she has revived
an old demand which one would have thought has
been overtaken by events of the last couple of
months. Only the other day when she called for the
three-day hartal this issue did not figure at all. In-
stead, the strike call was made to protest 'tran-
shipment-in-the-name-of corridor' given to India
by the AL government. This creates an unnecessary
impression on the public mind about the BNP be-
ing confused in its thinking about where its focus
or priority should lie in a new political scenario.

Has it crossed the Opposition Leader's mind that
if the government were to ensure the CEC's resigna-
tion and restructurisation of the EC under opposi-
tion pressure what a bad precedent would all this
set for the future?

It is imperative therefore that the opposition
leader rethink her position on this. Conscionably,
she has moved pretty close to a no-hartal position.
All she needs to do now is to adopt it as a policy
plank of her party and thereby endear herself to
the people.

The BNP can take a no-hartal stance refusing to
be tied down to the narrow agenda of a CEC's resig-
nation which hardly befits its position as the
principal opposition party in the country. |

Speed Up HPSP

HILE the snail's pace of health sector
reforms, especially in the context of the five-
year Health and Population Sector Programme
(HPSP), "has received criticism, ‘the corcept of

with acclaim and enthusiasm. Community clinics
at the thana level and below have been largely

viewed as the vehicle for making general and
reproductive health services accessible to the rural
populace through one-stop outlet. However, a
couple of experts have, albeit in their opposition to
the very concept, highlighted some areas which, in
our view, if not addressed beforehand, may dilute,
to a great extent, the efficacy of the reforins
programime.

Dr, Sirajul Islam and Dr. Morshed Chowdhury
have rightly identified lack of accountability and
supervision, and also dearth of competent person-
nel, as prime reasons behind the failure of existing
public health-care outlets at union and thana lev-
els. However, their comments about the very ratio-
nale of the HPSP and ESP are sweeping based as
they are on the presumption that the programmes
would be a means for attaining financial gains by a
few. We believe that the HPSP advocates pro-people
reforms and its proper implementation would re-
sult in a wider coverage of the primary health-care
needs of the country’s rural populace. Still, on the
merit of it, the argument set forth by the two prac-
titioners, obviously representative of the opposing
thoughts, on the question of accountability and
human resource development should be taken into
cognisance by the people involved in planning and
execution of the reforms package.

After years of neglect, the rural people, the ma-
jority of the country's population, have finally
been made the centre of our healthcare-related ac-
tivism through HPSP. We are sure that the HPSP
proponents have thought out the exigencies that
might arise in the course of implementation and
formulated responses thereto. If not, we believe
that they will pay heed to the doctors’ observations
and act accordingly, -

A Timely Suggestion

E strongly endorse the suggestion made by the

Institute of Architects, Bangladesh (IAB) for
the computerisation of Rajuk's archive section 'to
prevent theft of important files.' The highest body
of professional architects in the country has put
forward the idea in a bid ‘to contain increasing
irregularities in building construction and town-
planning’. One can hardly have better counsel for
improving the quality of service and standard of
maintenance of important documents, plans and

papers.

try, specially in the metropolitan areas, has also
its darker side. Quite often one comes across com-
plaints of unregulated and unlawful construction
that spells danger in the surrounding areas. But
when actions are planned, these cannot be taken
because documents have been missing from Rajuk.
The present system of documentation and record-
keeping has become obsolete since the arrival of
computers. It is a pity we have not yet computerised
Rajuk's archives section.’ '
The suggestion for publication of addresses and
~details relating to newly approved building plans
in important newspapers regularly and also the
. 2ddresses of the cancelled plans should be accepted
by way of creating social awareness and resistance
|_against unauthorised construction.

Essential Service Package (ESP) has been greeted '

The unprecedented building boom in the coun-

-

Street Level Political Activism of Destruction and Violence

A Complex Proposition for a Complex Problem

Diminishing Return,
Static Equilibrium and
Market Failure

In Economics, as in any other
discipline, there are concepts,
so simple yet so fundamental
that you tend to forget how
much of your world gets built
around it. The law of di-
minishing returns is one such
concept. Simply stated, it
means that after a certain
point, everr successive addition
produces less of an outcome.
Dimjnishin% returns is the ba-
sic principle that drives eco-
nomic transactions to the point
of equilibrium. Equilibrium in
turn gives us concepts of market
failures. and market failure is
how we justify the rationale for
overnmental intervention. To
illustrate just how fundamental
is this notion of diminishing
returns vis-a-vis market failure
it suffices to state that both lib-
erals and conservatives struc-
ture their argument around this
principle. Conservatives who
strife for limited government
argue that if left alone, the
sc?c of market failure is small
and it is government actions
that distorts the equilibrium
and makes markets inefficient.
Liberals on the other hand
champion the view that if let
alone, markets are highly inef-
ficient, and the size of market
failure is so large that govern-
mental involvement needs fo be
more and not less.

Obviously, I am-" glossing '

over some other critical dis-

tinctions particularly relating

to equity but my point here is to
illustrate the centrality of the
market failure argument in
both conservative and liberal
thoughts. Given the pervasive
nature of the concept, actions
by the civil society and non-
governmental institutions are
also guided by the same princi-
ple as both try to account for
market and government fail-
ures. There is very little dis-
agreement among thinkers of
all kinds and persuasion that
the combined effect of market
and government failure in
Bangladesh is as large as it

could be, It is thus no surprise
that non-governmental organi-
zations in Bangladesh can be
seen doing everything from
roviding micro-credit to calcu-
ating damage from an envi-
ronmental disaster. It is also no
surprise that when non-resi-
dent Bangladeshis try to mobi-
lize efforts to offer help for
their ancestral land, the gen-
eral tendency is to start with
the very basic and think of
building everything from the
‘ground-up rather than look for
ways to complement the current
stnuicture.
Could there be 2 market fail-
ure in politics? Better vet, could

therg be a political. equivalent
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HE Opposition put on a
very public display why
they have failed to unite by
themselves for over two years:
it took the Government of Mian
Nawaz Sharif a combination of
a series of blunders and mis-
governance to bring the Opposi-
tions act together. Having
staged a successful strike on
Saturday 4 Seplember and a
moderately successful one next
Saturday on 11 September they
had nothing to show for it ex-
cept for a rush of adrenalin in
playing hide-and-seek with the
E{niice near the Quaid’'s Mazar in
arachi. On the shaky founda-
tions of the protest against the
GST by traders they decided
that they had achieved omni-
potency and grandly announced
that the succeeding Sunday and
Monday would see a confinua-
tion of their political protest by
strikes. Except for Hyderabad
the result was embarrassing,
bad enough for us to keep hop-
ing that in the face of a lack of
credible alternates with any
sense at all if not common
sense, Mian Nawaz Sharif will
at the very least feel sorry for
the country he rules over as a
virtual monarch and decide to
govern it properly as per his
promise and the mandate given
to him, all 16 per cent out of a
voting populace of 50 million,
6% if one takes the whole popu-
lation of 130 million,

Incurable optimists like me
see silver linings even in the
darkest of moments. The fact
that MM had to depend upon
PPP and other allied Opposi-
tion parties to embark upon a
strike call in Karachi is very
significant. That it completely
lailed on subsequent days ex-
cept in District Central should
be of concern to the MQM. This
is the same city which lived on
the word of one man and his
whims; The reality that

of a market? Well if we stretch
our imagination a bit, given
that people are making choices
from a set of alternatives, given
that there are winners and
losers, and given that people
have the opportunity to reward
and punish by virtue of votes,
there could be a similar notion
in politics. This is illustrated
by the fact that when we speak
o Eulitics in any mature and
stable democracy, our approach
is very analogous to markets.
We think of diminishing return
and political equilibrium in the
same way we think of them in
economics and prescribe mea-
sures of adjustments when the
system fails to clear. When the
legislative and executive
branches are unable to resolve
an issue, we approach the judi-
ciary. When the judiciary fails,
we approach the legislative,
When all of them fail we ap-
proach the media. When the
media fails we approach the
civil society. The gist of it is
that there are multiple avenues
for exerting corrective actions
should there be a case of market
failure in politics.

Hartal in Bangladesh —
A Market Failure or a
Case of Increasing

Returns?

For many of us accidental
writers. Hartal and street level

by Mahmud Farﬂuqﬁe

and the other that believes in
internal defences. The first
group, present company in-

cluded, suggested various mea-

sures r
stitutiona

ing from legal to in-
that could, so to

speak, take a bite out of Hartal.
e other group suggested doing

nothing counting on the fact

that when losses and sufferings
crosse a critical threshold, con-
scientious individuals would
rise to the occasion and bring a
quick end to this reckless be-
that
groups are working from a
diminishing returns point of
view, which may not be the case

haviour. It suffice to sa
both

we have at hand.

Increasing- Returns,
Complexity and Path

Dependence

Although no match for its
converse, the concept of in-
creasing return is also slowly
creeping into the realm of con-
temporary thought and social
actions. The best way to under-
stand the notion is to go back to
our bowl analogy and think of
the marble being on the outside
of an inverted bowl. When one
releases a marble from the
summit, not only will it con-
tinue to gain speed ‘as it goes
down the surface, there is no
telling in what direction and

not suddenly begin to sprout
-during the caretaker govern-
ment movement of the Awami
League, but during the over-
throw of the dictatorial regime

of Ershad. The tﬂpplinF over of

a sitting government., elected or
otherwise, was accomplished
through street level political ac-
tivism. This was the prima
lesson of that experience, whic

cast a much stronger imprint in

the socio-political psyche than
the subsequent elections. It
naturally follows that the path
that Awami League took to
come to power went to reaffirm
the same set of learned be-
haviour for activists in both
~ parties.

Diminishing Returns
Measure for a Case of

Increasing Returns

Many of us caught in the
market-failure paradigm ad-
vanced the view that the de-
mand for a caretaker govern-
ment was justilied on grounds
of institutional failure. Hence
instillation of such provision
would eliminate future de-
mands surrounding the issue of
fairness in any subsequent elec-
tions. Nothing could be farther
from the truth as we see that
while the cause has been
changed, the form of action by

the same players are involved

in the game, their learned be-

haviours will off-set anv of
these institutional defences and

accentuate the negative lesson
that has been

lwo successive governments.

It is possible to argue that
the reason why Awami League
lost the first elections was that
the NGO and garments industry
empowerment
movement was coming off age
which saw BNP as more of an
ally than Awami League. It can
also be argued that BNP lost the
last election not because of

led women

Awami League's street level agi-
tation, bul because the former
chose to proceed with a farcical
election. In the end. all these
arguments will come to no avail
as the receptors of those who do
politics in Bangladesh and
those who fund them, are at-
tuned to filter out these 'noises’
in favour of the only path they
have come to know — 'over-
throw' a sitting government,
Hence the question is, should
we allow the opposition to suc-
ceed in overthrowing the gov-
ernment and reinforce its mis-
guided convictions? Should we

reinvigorated
through the coming to power of

count on institutional defences
to prevent a reenactment of the
same Fulttica] behavior for the
next iteration of this never-
ending nightmare? Or should
we abandon our obsolete frame

The hope for salvation Ehrnugh- institutional tinkering is all but gone and it's time we took stock of

the fact that changes will not come unless we con

politics of violence and de-
struction has been the central
piece of many prescriptive arti-
cles. And who could blame us?
The newspaper speaks of vi-
olence, destruction and carnage
all over the nation as a result of
the opposition's attempt to
stage a sit-in much in the tradi-
tion of its predecessor that now
sits on the other side. What
would otherwise be the conclu-
sion of an unhealthy and un-
democratic political discourse
was now the point of initiation
of a countrywide movement as

+another sixty-hour Hartal was

called. We are simply baffled by
the resiliency of this form of
olitical activism because our
rame of reference of diminish-
ing returns and market failures
tells us otherwise. We believe
that social systems, like eco-
nomic systems, tend to favour
equilibrium whereby counter-
vailing forces oppose any at-
tempt to take the situation to
one extreme or anocther.

The situation is analogous to
being inside a bowl where a
dropped marble will roll from
one side to another but surely
would come to rest at the bot-
tom at some point. This pre-
sumption has led to two basic

Fruups ol opinions. One that be- -

ieves in external intervention
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S B L e R Y II__‘I-1

how far it would travel. In situ-
ations like these what matter

are not where the bottom of the

bowl is situated but from where
and with what initial force the

marble was launched. In math-

ematical terms, increasing re-
turns are associated with the
notion of positive feedback,
which leads to a world that is
uite different from the one
that is built around negative
feedback, static equilibrium,
and market failures. Here we
are forced to deal with a system
that is inherently complex and
unpredictable.
To borrow an overused ex-

pression, this is the system that

is always at the edge of chaos
and order. It is an interesting
place nevertheless, because by
definition, the edge of chaos is
where the system is always at a
flux. Here innovations are
nibbling away at the status quo’
and continually gaining mass
and momentum. The only prob-
Jem is that no one knows how
much and what composition of
mass and momentum will be
necessary to bring about a
phase shift.

Returning to the subject of
hartal and the brand of street
level destructive political ac-
tivism, one could see that roots
of our current predicament did
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the current opposition, one that
was on the receiving end of such
movement not too long ago, has
followed the exact same path.
The learning from its position
of being in power has been com-
Bletely orgotten and superseded
y its learning from the
overthrow of the Ershad
regime. a lesson that was fur-
ther reinforced by its own
losses in the last elections,

It is the world of increasin
returns and complexity whic
tells us about path dependencies
and irreversibility of social
phenomenon, something the
world of negative feedback and
market failures tend to ignore?
It is sad but true that what we
have in our hands is a situation
of increasing returns f{rom
street level political activism
that cannot be set off-course
through institutional adjust-
ments. On the surface, indepen-
dence of the judiciary, relin-
quishing control of television
and radio, signing of social con-
tracts, outlawing hartals, hold-
ing of citizens' roundtable, me-
diation by foreign dignitaries,
elceteras may seem to offer el-
ements to intervene with the
system and bring about correc-
tive measures and defences to
reduce if not eliminate the
problem: However, as long as

" Strikingﬂ(_)_lit

sider becoming a party to that change.

of reference and think of alter-
natives those defy conventional
wisdom?

Defying Conventional

Wisdom

To defy conventional wis-
dom. we could begin by consid-
ering chanﬁing the players by
changing the game, However,
that is not possible without a
changeover of the political sys-
tem and even less desiragle
considering that the alterna-
tives at hand are either mili-
tary dictatorship or some form
of socialism or religious order.
Moreover all of these options
will require a great deal of will
and more importantly a revo-
lution that could be violent and
deadly. One will then have to
weigh in the fact whether or not
the price of eliminating street
level political activism is in-
deed worth the benefits. Which
makes the second option
slightly more attractive.

e second option will be to
allow the present government
to serve out its term and let the
elections be held when they are
supposed to and in the manner
agreed upon by the two parties
during the previous elections.
Since this would accomplish
only a part of the 'unlearning’, a
second set of measures will be

What is of most serious concern to all of Pakistanis is the economic slide that simply does not seem
to stop. Unfortunately our economic team is bereft of answers for the present, what to talk about the

new millennium.

‘ﬂ

Rarachi as a whole belonged to
the MOM has now become the
subject of myth, One has no
dau{}t about the MQM stamp on
District Central but Malir Dis-
trict and District South are def-
initely out of the MQM camp,
Districts East and West bein

marginal at best. While Alta

Hussain's once dominant party

continues to command the

- greatest majority in the city, its

days of total control over the
city are over. With sought-after
(by the law enforcement agen-
cies] MOM stalwarts surfacing
in UK at frequent intervals, one
expects that the coming Altaf
initiative will be meant to be
detrimental to the interests of
Pakistan, however one believes
we should welcome this now as
we are far better equipped to
deal with separatism rather
than the early 90s, moreover
Altal Hussain is now increas-
ingly out of sync with the niood

of the vast mass of Mohajirs
who remain patriotic main-
stream Pakistanis. Leadership
by remote control seldom suc-
ceeds }Janicuiaﬂ}r when the
leader lives in luxury in con-
trast to those whom he pro-
fesses to lead. Karachi is in for
interesting times if any attempt
is made to turn this city hostage
to the anarchy we witnessed for
a decade or so at the hands of
MOM militants.

And what is Mian Nawaz
Sharif likely to do? In the cir-
cumstances why should he do
anything but continue with
more of the same bad gover-
nance that has brought us to the
verge of various individual
dooms as a country, economi-
cally, diplomatically and polit-
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ically? When the sum total of
governance 1s survival in office,

wvirtually to the exclusion of

anything else, what should one
expect? It is all very well to say
that Mian Nawaz Sharif has
not been equal to the task but in
the absence of an alternative is
it a responsible proposition to
attempt bring him down,
knowing that in 1977 a some-
what similar situation brought
about third party intervention
that lasted more than a decade?

Does - all this mean
that the Mian Nawaz Sharif
regime may be headed for ex-
lirction again? And soon? As
much as Mian Nawaz Sharif
was incapable of bringing down
the government of Ms Benazir
Bhutto despite all the excesses
of Asif Zardari. the present Op-
position lacks the teeth to bring
down the PM. And he is hardly
likely to repeat the hara-kiri of
July 1993 again,

A chain of sorry circum-
stances that began with Mir
Murtaza Bhutto's death in the
crossfire near 70 Clifton on
September 20, 1997 and the es-
trangement of the then Presi-
dent Farooq Leghari and the
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court Sajjad Ali Shah brought
about Ms Benazir's downfall a
second time with the active
connivance of the Army, albeit

m ehgaI writes from Karachi

"acting on the instructions of
the Supreme Commander”,
Kargil has emasculated the
Army’'s hierarchy at least for
the month from taking active
part in such "internal” exercises
which previously would have
been no more than at most a ca-
sual whim of one such person.

Without the Jamaat-e-Islami

(JI), the Opposition lacks the
street power necessary to take
the streets to anarchy and thus
the country to boil. Very few
people in the Opposition com-
mand the type of respect among
the masses as credible alter-
nates. Moreover individual
motives that bind the Opposi-
tion together on a single-point
agenda are suspect. So unless
something somewhere out of

the ordinary happens that jolts
the country out of the routine,
we should become 11sed to seeing
Mian Nawaz Sharif on PTV for
the balance of his term. In

any democracy, the Opposition
has a very crucial role, almost
the same as that of the Fourth
Estate. It has to keep in check
the excesses of Government, to
keep those who administer au-
thority within the ambit of the
rule of law and thus to protect
the citizens in the exercise of
their fundamental rights. In
Pakistan, the Opposition has
shown itself to be generally

toothless except in regional
matters, and when they did dis-
cover their teeth they were
found to be without the basic
common sense that governs
politics. The result is that min-
ions in the government tend to
get away literally with murder
as the repeated demise of MOQM
activists and others in police
custody has shown. When bad
governance becomes endemic,
something's got ta give, whether
nature plays a part or artificial
means succeed is a moot point.

Domestic affairs already
holds pride of place in deepen-
ing the crisis of national pro-
portion, however foreign policy
also continues to be an active
minefield. Despite the lack of
voters in occupied Kashmir, the
world is not ready to acknowl-
edge any wrongdoing by the In-
dian Government. e Taliban
of Afghanistan continue to talk
with the Northern Alliance in a
"fight-fight talk-talk" formula
that defies logic and our age-old
friendship with Iran. Most of
our former good friends have a
grouse or so against us, some of
the facts we are blamed for are
blatantly incorrect, not the
least being the presence of
guerillas supported by us (and
even our troops) in various in-
surgencies in Uzbekistan, Kyr-
gystan, Dagestan, etc, This is a
real failure of our information
set-up, an amateur handling
that believes in personal image
projection in contrast to the
country, a damaging injury to
our credibility that can en rtl.llp
going ond rcpair, It is only
the resilience of our goodwill
among the nations that we have

__from Virginia, USA.

come necessary. We would need
to vote into power the same po-
litical party. No matter how
indigestible this may seem —
and I for one will be the first to
admit my utter disappointment
with the Awami League admin-
istration — electing BNP will
simply put the political process
in the same path from which
there now seems to be no point
of return. On the other hand,
given another five years,
Awami League will have to
rove its commitment to our
reedom and independence be-
yond its promise of rendering
justice for the killers of Banga-
andhu and fending off anti-
liberation forces. This will be a
true test for the party's resolve
in emerging as representing
ideas and values that have cur-
rency in modern times and not.
some childish notion of politi-
cal tit for tat.
Al the same time if it could
be established that street level
olitical activism has indeed
it the point of diminishing
returns, the opposition would
be forced to use institutional
means for guiding its actions. -
Only then the notion of coming
to power by virtue of fear and
intimidation would become a
thing of the past. Though
slightly more palatable than
the first, the second proposition
may also be unacceptable for
many of us. Even as I write, I
quiver in fear to even think of
another five years of Awami
League in government and BNP
in the opposition with the lead-
ership of both parties remain-
ing unchanged. In that case
there remains for those of us
who care, | mean really care,
only one available option — get
involved either by forming new
political parties or by taking
over the leadership of the exist-
ing ones.
As was pointed out to me by
someonne, there is no point in
saving the 'good people' from
politics if there remains noth-
ing to save them for. The hope
for salvation through institu-
tional tinkering is all but gone
and it's time we took stock of
the fact that changes will not
come unless we consider becom-
ing a party to that change. In
the wake of a recurring night-
mare. this is the only dream I
am able to conjure up at this
point, another desperate at-
tempt at appreciative theoriz-
ing and wishful thinking, with-

-out which it is becoming in-

creasingly difficult to weather
one more day of heartbreaking
headlines,

The author is a coordinator of
EB2000 Inc. (http:/ /www.eb20-
ﬂﬂ.nrﬂ}. a global network of
Bangladeshi expatriates dedica-
ted to comprehensivedevelop-
ment of Bangladesh. He writes
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not ended up in "rogue-nation”
status in the company of North
Korea, Libya, Sudan, etc.

What is of most serious con-

© cern to all of Pakistanis is the

economic slide that simply does
not seem to stop. Unfortunately
our economic team is bereft of
answers for the present, what to -
talk about the new millennium.

We spend all our waking
moments hoping for funds from
the IMF, wg-:} Keep on upping
the ante, We have to take some
concrete measures, particularly

to shore up a flagging financial
sector beset with the likes of
Bankers Equity Ltd (BEL) scan-
dal and prgbahly about to hem-
orrhage again for the "Mera
Ghar" scheme, conceptually
good but disaster-prone if not

implemented under strict con-

trol and supervision. The onl
saving grace is that unlike yel-
low cabs, these flats will remain
in Pakistan and not end up in
Kabul or Amritsar. Investment
has dried up because we have
been trying to tap the wrong
sources, we should have concen-
trated the incentives on expa-
triate Pakistanis but our bu-
reaucracy froze their en-
trepreneur instincts out of
Pakistan. Because of the freeze
of accounts inward cash flow
thruugh regular channels has
slowed down to a trickle, lack of
financial credibility is a major
problem.

The combined Opposition
struck out after a successful
first strike. Unfortunately the
government and they are two
sides of the same coin, and what
is to prevent them from strik-
ing out each other into obliv-
ion? What we need badly is
fresh leadership with original
ideas that can be implemented:
we do not need rhetoric about
dream-castles in the air or on
government-reserved land.

Credit must be
given where
it's due

Sir, It is heartening to note
that at least one good thing has
been established during this 60-
hour hartal. Finally, the gov-
ernment has recognised that it
IS every person's right to work
whether it is a hartal day or
not, and it is the government's
responsibility to provide that
person with the security needed
to get to his job. Just as peaceful
strike is an inalienable right of
every worker, the decision to
work during the strike is also
an irrefutable right.

I must point out that [ in no
way condone or support the ex-
cesses often committed by the
law enforcement p-ersﬂnnelydur-
ing this hartal. But credit must
be given where credit is due. The
decision to provide security to
people and business establish-
ments willing to remain open
during hartal hours is the right

one and must be commended,
Masud Sohail

Dhaka

No bail for

criminals

Sir, I had the opportunitly to
read an article in the Opinion
column of The Daily Star pub-
lished on 16 September cap-
tioned as "Nasim Vs High Court,
Terrorists and Others"” written
by an appalled citizen. I am to-
tally against his opinion.

The writer is a lawyer and
his manner of supporting the
High Court and other judiciary
blindly is very surprising to me.
I don't like to go into the details
of bailing ethics of the High
Court or Supreme Court or any
other judicial and metropolitan
authority. All I want to say is
that what they are doing is not
upto expectation of people.
Rather people's confidence has
eroded in them.

[ was surprised to see a news

item the other day in all dailies
about the bail of the principal
accused in Jalal murder case by
the High Court. Everybody
knows that Jalal was murdered
at the DB office and his body
was recovered from the water
tank of the said office. There is
little doubt that the accused (an
official} including his other col-
leagues are involved in the case

like this crime in the societ
will increase and culprits wifl
be encou

raged to do such crime,
| plead for a strong rule to

deal with the criminals and to
eliminate crime from the soci-
ety. There is no need of such
system as cannot save the in-

nocent in our society, judicial
or whatever.

in some way or other because no A reader

outsider can believabl
such access to the DB office as to
kill anybody and hide the body
in the water tank without their
knowledge. I want to know from
the learned lawyer how he could
be bailed out? at could be the
justification? Next day Akram
of Rubel murder case may also
get bail in the same manner,
And after availing bail the ac-
cused persons are free and can
use their power to influence the
outcome of the case in different
manners. Do you think ordi-
nary and majority of the people
of this country are stupid? If
things are allowed to continue

have Dhaka

Slum dwellers and
politics

Sir, Can any one tell us the
truth as to why some evicted
slum-dwellers assembled at
Osmani Udayan in front of
DCC's majestic building first,
then thousands of them moved

to nearby High Court premises
and also occupied the pave-

‘ments in front of the residence

of Dr Kamal Hossain? Time and
again we have seen our a%—
grieved and affected people
march towards Prime Minis-

ter's office fresidence for redres-
sal of their problems and
evances. However, this time

/if didn't happen. Why?

0. H. Kabir
6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhaka-1 2_03

An appeal

Sir, I have been moved to
read 2~ 'Appeal’ to help save lit-
tle Nuha's life that was pub-
lished in the weekend magazine
of a national English newspa-

er on Sept. 10, 1999. The in-
ant really deserves our atten-
tion and sympathy.

Nuha, the eight months old
little girl has reportedly been
suffering from heart, eye and
ear diseases. A huge amount of
money is required to arrange
surgical treatments to save her
life. Her parents won't like to
appeal for financial assistance
from the members of the public.,

They have however made an

humble and praiseworthy way
to raise money for their hahg—
daughter's treatmment abroad
composing and selling a boo
titled "Naksha Chitra-Ack”
which is a compilation of
various block motifs and
embroidery patterns. For those
who are interested in dress
designing, the book offers a step
by step guide on how to skilfully
do batik, block, and screen-
rinting. It may be mentioned
ere that the authors are
gualiﬁed professionals in the
iscipline of fine arts.

It is sincerely expected that
the kind-hearted and sympa-
thetic individuals of the society
will come forward in the aid of
Nuha by buying a copy of the
book. Those interested, have
been requested to contact
Nuha's mother, Ms Marufa
Rahman, Research & Evalua-
tion Division. BRAC, 75, Mo-
hakhali, Dhaka-1212.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207



