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IAB letter to Rajuk

Computerise archive to
prevent theft of files

By Staff Correspondent

e

Down to

Of banner & graffiti
galore in city

Banners seem to form an
indispensable part of urban cul-
ture. They have mainly com-
mercial and political ends to
meet.

By A S M Nurunnabi

‘they attract more public atten-

tion for long periods at lesser
costs. Of course when there are
heavy rains or storms, they are
liable to be damaged.

from the municipal authority
or any other quarter to regulate
this unsightly aspect of city life,
the propensity for resorting to
this sort of activity for any

The Institute of Architects,
Bangladesh (IAB) has urged Ra-
juk to computerise its archive
section to prevent theft of im-
portant files.

The IAB, the apex body of
professional architects in the
country, said this in recent let-
ters to the Rajuk Chairman and
the Ministry of Public Works to
contain increasing irregulari-
ties in building construction
and town planning.

[t is alleged that documents
on illegally. approved buildin
plans and unauthorised build-

for strict implementation of ex-
isting laws rather than enact-
ing new ones, ° The Building
Construction Act gives Rajuk
the power to demolish unautho-
rised buildings or those con-
structed deviating from plans,
without going to court. If an ar-
chitect or engineer is found in-
volved in any such irregularity,
Rajuk can bar him from prepar-
ing plans and inform respective
prn@ssinnal organisations for
taking action.

To stop unauthorised con-
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ple, with the advent of the aca-
demic year for schools, we find
a marked change in the city's
landscape.

Banners advertising admis-
sions to English medium pri-
vate schools are found aplenty.
The profusion is particularly
noticeable in some select areas
of the city. The English medium
schools are in no way an eco-
nomically Easly Ernpﬂsitiun for
the parents of the children at-
tracted by such advertisements.

Yet the large number of ban-
ners advertising such schools
on city streets seem to convey
the impression that whatever
be the qualitative nature of
such schools, they are an indi-
cation of a thriving business,

Besides the English medium
schools, the street banners
cover a wide range of subjects,
notably training in different
computer courses, training in
different technical trades, com-
petitive claims of excellence by
different coaching centres for
admission to different courses
of study at universities, medical
and engineering colleges and
other technical centres, etc.

Display of banners an-
nouncing reduction sales of
consumer items at some shop-
ping establishments, etc. is en-
demic throughout the year, but
at times of lestivals, they take
an euphoric form. The prospec-
tive buyers are hewiln:ﬁe:re by
such publicity campaign and
are unable to decide whether
there is actually any reduction
in prices or they are merely
eyewash.

From the large volume of
banners used for various pur-
poses in the city, it may be felt
that banner painting must be a
big business. It does not seem to
be less lucrative than signboard
painting. One reason for
widespread use of banners as a
medium of publicity may that

"landscape. Thou

eral purposes. When proces-
sions and rallies are organised,
a few banners carrying slogans
of the sponsoring agencies and
their purposes are an absolute
necessity. Even when symposia
and seminars are held indoors,
a big banner identifying the oc-
casion is placed behind the ros-
trum. This helps photograph

the occasion for the purpogse o
publicity. _ _ L

The banners constitute a
characteristic aspect of the city
they some-
what clutter the lower airspace
their function as eye-catching
medium of publicity cannot be
under-estimated. As such a ris-
ing trend of their use is in-
evitable for various purposes.

Graffiti or wall-writing has
a long tradition in our country.
The tradition has, however,.
worked as a drag on the clean
facade of an urban area. Graffiti
is resorted to mainly for con-
veying political messages and
slogans. It has become so perva-
sive that it constitutes one of
the distressing aspects of our
city life. The abominable dis-
figuration of the city's walls
and buildings that it entails is a
constantl eyesore. It was gener-
ally observed previously that
these wall-writings were often
executed in a crude manner
with unsymmetrical and rough
formation of the alphabetical
letters carrying the messages.
Lately some improvement is
noticeable in this respect. This
seems to be due to the factor
that nowadays most of the wall-
writings are done with the help
of ready-made metal castings

containing the alphabetical let-
ters.

Whatever forms the wall-
writings take, either crude or
improved, the city landscape
invariably suffers from their
existence. Since there appear to
be no rules or regulations either

orders were issued to wipe out
the ugly signs. This bore some
results for a temporary period.
But the graffiti culture has been
so much ingrained in us that it
seems that no amount of efforts
backed by proper civic ethos
will ever eliminate it com-
pletely.

Lately, a new trend is notice-
able in the use of the city walls
as vehicles of advertisements of
various commercial products,
We are used to seeing hoarding
signs and billboards along the
streets of the city as advertising

media. Now under the new trend
the entire space of a big portion
of a wall is taken up for adver-
tisement purposes. The trend
seems to be steadily growing in
the city. One of the reasons for
this new trend may be that
painting such advertisements
of consumer products on walls
of buildings is more economical
than setting up hoarding signs

and billboards and such
painted advertisements on
walls are perhaps more durable
and stable, not subject to up-
rooting by storms or cyclones.
In one respect, these painted
advertisements are at least are
less painful to the eye than the
crudely executed graffiti with
political import.

There is no denying that
these aspects have an impor-
tant bearing on the make-up of
the city's look. As such. ap im-
perative necessity in this con-
text seems to be to devise suit-
able ways and means for tack-
ling the graffiti problem in the
city. A prohibitory regulation
by the civic authorities carry-
ing stiff penal provisions for
the sponsors of random place-
ment of graffiti may be an an-
swer. But at least, provisions
may be made so that no grafliti

is allowed in certain speciflied

areas of the city in the interest
of aesthetic considerations.

Connoisseurs appreciate a painting by renowned artist Shahabuddin Ahmed at a solo

exhibition at Designer's Den Art and Fashion Gallery at Gulshan in the city yesterday.

Shahabuddin's show at Designer's Den

A solo exhibition of
rennowned artist Shahabuddin
Ahmed was inaugurated atl De-
signer's Den Art and Fashion
Gallery at Gulshan in the city
vesterday evening. bringing
into fore some of his recent
works.

The exhibition drew a large
number of art lovers who also
came to have a glimpse of the
artist who recently turned 50.

State minister for youth,
culture and sports Obaidul
Quader presided over the open-
ing ceremony of the solo.
French Charge de Affaires
Jean-Guy de Wargny and Man-
aging Director of Grameen-
Phone Trond Moe were also
present as the special guests.

By Staff Correspondent

Top Bangladeshi artists. art
critics, art collectors and local
and foreign dignitaries were
present at the inaugural cere-
mony. GrameenPhone is the
sponsor of the exhibition.
Rizwan Bin Farooq, chairman
of the Designer's Den Art
Gallery, conducted the inaugu-
ral ceremory.

Quader, paying rich tribute
to Shahabuddin, said he has re-
ceived innumerable honours
and accolades both in
Bangladesh and abroad. The
fact that his works were dis-
played in the 1988 Seoul and
1992 Barcelona Olympics bears
testimony to his brilliance, he
added,

The minister also said Sha-
habuddin took part in the War

Hands of terrorist much
longer than law's’

By Staff Correspondent

Naznin Akhter, elder sister
of university student Rubel who
was killed in police custody,
yesterda]y said people need se-
curity of life prior to rights to
vote and food.

“What shall we do by estab-
lishing rights 1o vote and food if
Lhere is no security of life?
Rights to vote and food are
meaningless if there is no
guarantee of life.”

Addressing a discussion on
“Insecurity in civil society and
ways of resistance”, organised
by human rights organisation
Jana @dhikar at the Central

racy and rule of law bul these
are not for the commonman in
our country”, she lamented,

"Hande of Llerrorists are
much longer than law8, she said
citing examples of some more
killings in custody. including
that of Jalal after Rubel's death.

“The police force is now be-
ing used for political purposes,
and party and even personal in-
terests”,

Deseribing her experience as
regards trial of the Rubel mur-
der case, Naznin Akhter said,
“We went to most of the reputed

—Star photo

of Liberation and most of his
works “tend to reflect war
memories and experiences”.

A total of 43 paintings have
been displayed in the exhibi-
tion. The price of the painting
“Call of Revolution” is tagged at
Tk 2 lakh, "Victim 717 and
“Two freedom fighters”™ Tk 1
lakh each, "Joy Bangla” Tk
75,000 and “Thirsty™ Tk 25,000.

Senior artist and art critic
Syed Jahangir said Shahabud-
din has put up mostly figural
sketches in bold brush-wash-
lines composed in a beautifully
balanced arrangement. His fig-
ures almost always are freedom
fighters.

The exhibition will remain
open to public till September 30
from 10:30 am to 8 pm.

Showcause
notices on 5

DU students

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au-
thorities have served showcause
notices on five students of Ziaur
Rahman Hall, for assaulting a
second year student at the hall
on Tuesday, said a press release.
- The students are Momin
Uddin of Political Science De-
partment, Sheikh Farid ol In-
ternational Relations Depart-
ment, Selim and Sajjad Hos-
sain of History Department and
Monir of Bangla Department.

The authorities asked them
to reply within seven days wh
they should not be expelle
from the university. In case of
their failure, they will be ex-
pelled, the press release added.

hampers legal action against
the offenders.

“Site Inspection Report, par-
ticulars about the plan approval
process and the copy of the
approved plan, all have to be
stored in computer.,” the letter
said. -

The IAB letter also put for-
ward a set of suggestions which
include publication of building
construction laws in different
newspapers in a reader friendly
Janguage.

IAB President Rabiul Hus-
sain also emphasised the need

Wall collapse:

One killed, 10
hurt in Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 17: One
woman was killed and 10 oth-
ers were injured when the wall
of a dilapidated house collapsed
during repair work at Dewan
Bazar under Kotowali thana in
the city this afternoon.

The victim was identified as
Suraya Khanam, 30.

The wall collapsed at around
2.30 pm, injuring 11 people in-
cluding Suraya Khanam who
was waiting for a baby-taxi,
standing beside the wall. She
died on way to hospital.

Of the injured., three were
admitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital in critical
condition. :

disconnect gas, electricity, wa-
ter and telephone lines from
any building whose plan has
been cancelled,

The IAB has also urged Rajuk
to publish addresses and details
about newly approved plans for
high rise buildings in daily
newspapers regularly. It also
urges the authorities to publish
the address of any building
whose plan has been cancelled.

" By doing this, Rajuk can
greatly help create a social re-
sistance against unauthorised
construction”,

CU dormitories
reopen today

CHITTAGONG. Sept 17: All
dormitories of Chittagong Uni-
versity reopen at 10 am tomor-
row and classes will resume on
September 20.

All resident students have
been asked to submit their iden-
tity cards to the provosts of
their respective dormitories be-
fore their entry, Gazi Salehud-
din, proctor of the university,
told BSS.

Meanwhile, Vice-Chancellor
of the university Prof Abdul
Mannan in a statement on the
eve of the opening of the univer-
sity urged all student organisa-
tions and general students to
maintain a healthy and normal
academic atmosphere on the
campus al any cost.
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cial role in the post-poll scene
ol government formation in the
event of a hung parliament.

Ultar Pradesh will witness a
genuine quadrangular tussle
pitting BJP, Congress, Sama-
Iwadi Party and BSP against
each other in most of the 85
constituencies in the state, the
highest in a state in India. -

Shamim Reza Rubel, a meri-
torious BEA student at the In-
dependent University, was
beaten to death in the custody of
Detective Branch police on July
23 last year.

Naznin Akhter, a Lecturer in
Economics alt Purana Paltan
Girls’ Degree College. in her
emotion choked voice also gave
an elaborate description how

(killers) because they have
money,

'Even we assured lawyers to
give Taka one lakh on instal-
ment basis, but this also did not
work.

"Democracy and rule of law
are lalse things to our family
members now.”

Speaking on the occasion,
Nasima Islam, widow of veteran

ills after taking meal at the
hall canteen.
The authorities also formed
a three-member commiltee to
investigate the incident. Headed
by senior house tutor of the hall
Md Selim Bhuiyan, the probe
body includes Dr Main Uddin
Kamal and Abdul Halim.

Over 90 ULFA
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‘magic’ of Nehru-Indira Gandhi
family, anti-incumbency factor
in Uttar Pradesh, where a BJP-
led coalition is in power, and
factionalism in the saffron

party.

The Congress leadership
also hopes to benefit from a
perceived shift in Muslim vot-
ers’ support to it from Sama-
jwadi Party and from 'disen-
chantment’ ElTH{)I]E upper caste
voters which had greatly
backed the BJP in 1998 in UP.

The BJP is ing to cash in
on the image of Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee to try and
repeat its performance of 1998

But no recommendation of the
commission has yet been im-
plemented. "It was completely
an eye-wash", she observed,

After his killing, police filed
eight false cases apainst Rubel
with the motive to identify him
as a terrorist, snatcher and
armed hoodlum.

The cases proved false, but
no action has been taken
against the persons who filed
those, she alleged.

"Many people talk of demoe-

still haunted by the panic that
belell on my lamily on Febru-

ary 29, 1984. Today my sons
have become adult, but they are
still scared. None can feel se-
cure after seeing the killing of
innocent student Rubel.”

Demand trial of the killers
of Rubel and Tajul, poet Farhad
Mazhar said. expecting trial to
the state is meaningless because
the existing state structure is
faulty.

3000 troops pull out of East Timor

in Assam

GUWAHATI. India, Sept 17:
More than 90 tribal guerillas
surrendered to the Indian gov-
ernment in the northeastern
state of Assam today, a senior
official said, reports Reuters.

"More than 90 activists of
the ULFA (United Liberation
Front of Assam) surrendered
with 25 weapons and some ex-
plosives to the state chief min-
ister today.” PV Sumant, direc-
tor general of Assam police,
said.

He said the weapons they de-
posited included pistols, AK se-
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ning its hopes also on division
of anti-BJP votes amon
Congress, SP and BSP. '
e Muslims constitute a
sizeable chunk of voters in Ut-
tar Pradesh and are likely to
Eia}' a key role in tilting the
alance in a number of con-
stituencies. If Congress looks up
to Muslims and backward
castes votes for its revival in

UP, SP and BSP for their sur-
vival.

donesia's armed forces said.

"Peter Cosgrove will come to
Dili on Saturday to talk with
Major General Syahnakri in
detail on the steps for handing
over the job," chief military
spokesman Major General Su-
drajat told Reuters.

An Australian defence
source confirmed Cosgrove, an
Australian, planned to land in

Dill with a small advance party
tormorrow.

mand in East Timor which has
a strength of three brigades,"
the staternent said.

The brigades, each of about
2.000 soldiers, were identified
as coming from the marines
and the airforce's special forces.

The statement said police
officers still in East Timor
would also be withdrawn from
the territory, although it did
not say when.

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 17:
Movement of tank lorries began
this evening after 10 days of

. non-stop strike enforced by the

Uttar Banga Tank Lorry
Sramik Union protesting re-
trenchment of 60 workers.

The crisis was resolved fol-
lowing a fruitiul negotiation
among the concerned parties at
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mentary seats — 54 — it will be
mainly a direct battle between
RJD on one hand and BJP-led
allance on the other.

Meanwhile, main opposi-

tion Congress reacted s arply
o exit polls telecast by Door-

rive in East Timor on Monday.
AFP says: Some 8,000 In-
donesian troops in East Timor
have left or are on their way out
of the territory and into the
border town of Atambua in West
Timor, Indonesian military
headquarters said today.

spokesman's office said today
that 5.000 locally-raised East
Timorese security forces had
been withdrawn.

"We pulled them out in order
to minimize the possibility of
conflict,” he told the agency.

ident Shanker Kumar Tambuli
in the chair.

TNO of Shahjadpur thana
and representatives of different
transport and workers unions
in North Bengal attended the
meeting,

The Tank Lorry Sramik
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three phases of polls.

‘No amount of jugglery
through the exit polls wiﬁghelp
the BJP keep its head above the
Et?f';i hcaiu:g]ré:ss spokesman

P report he
Thursday. A

people, joined by the civil ser-
vants, have to' immediately
leave East Timor and head for
the Atambua border," it said in
a statement,

Military officials said ear-
lier that 5,000 locally-raised

peacekeeping force."

The Military Command has
said the Indonesian armed
forces will coordinate with the
UN multinational- force over
their withdrawal. !

See also page 5

The strike created acute fuel
supply in 16 northern districts.
The Tank Lorry Owners and
Sramik Union decided to hold
their next meeting to resolve
the retrenchment issue on
Monday at Bogra Circuit House.
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